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Pentecost 7, 2009B 

702 “My Faith Looks Up To Thee” 

*756 “Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me” 

758 “The Will Of God Is Always Best” 

Comm: 618 “I Come, O Savior, To Thy Table” 

 

“God’s Grace Is Sufficient” 

 
1
I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to visions and 

revelations of the Lord. 
2
I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the 

third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 
3
And I know 

that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, 

God knows— 
4
and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. 

5
On behalf of 

this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 
6
Though 

if I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain 

from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. 
7
So to keep 

me from being too elated by the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in 

the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from being too elated. 
8
Three times I 

pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 
9
But he said to me, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 

more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
10
For the sake of 

Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For 

when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:1–10) 

 

Content with weaknesses?  Content with insults, with hardships, with persecutions, with 

calamities?  Boasting gladly of weaknesses?  These words of St. Paul seem quite out of place.  

They are a foreign language to many a Christian today.  Aren’t Christians, like others, to be 

content rather with strengths, seek praise (Romans 2:29), try to get out of troubles, avoid 

offending anyone because of their doctrine, and be troubled when disaster falls?   

 

Such talk of Paul the Apostle seems against the American spirit of overcoming all odds, the ‘you 

can do attitude’ if you put your mind to it kind of thing, and the content of many of today’s 

popular and accepted preachers.  That’s because it is.  Paul is here NOT talking about how WE 

want things to be.  He’s talking about how things are for the Christian who is of Christ and 

remains in Christ, who lives, not unto him or herself, but unto Christ, who is weak of self, but 

strong in Christ, whose glory is in Him who suffered the cross, suffered death, shed His blood, 

and was raised on the third day.  Paul is talking about himself, whose only boast and glory WAS 

Christ.  And because of Him, because of Jesus, Paul knew that all things, whatever happened to 

him, and whatever would happen to him, was for his good, that He remain and continue firmly 

planted in the Word of His gracious God, who permits, allows, and even sends thorns and 

troubles for the good of His people, that they turn from their pride and smugness with repentant 

faith and learn to seek help and salvation from Him alone. 

 

Do you believe this way with regard to your troubles and afflictions?  Are you pleased and 

content, and do you even delight in, what befalls you?  If not, you’re not alone.  Because of the 

weakness of our sinful flesh, we try to avoid and get out of every kind of situation that would 

produce discomfort.  We believe that, because God is a good and gracious God, and because we 

are His children, we ought to experience now that peace on every side and that absence of stress.  
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We think that we ought to enjoy that prosperity of the world and that ease of life.  After all, we 

are Christians, and God does promise us peace. 

 

But the kind of Christianity that Paul preaches about, the kind of Savior that Jesus is, the kind of 

God that the true God is, is much different than the christianity the world preaches, is different 

from the kind of Savior that the culture looks for, and is worlds apart from the kind of God that 

many of today’s churches speak of.  

 

Paul is not talking about boasting about one’s strength, power, might, godliness, or faithfulness.  

He’s talking about boasting about, rejoicing in, being content with, and delighting in, just the 

opposite.  And why would he do such a thing?  Why would he turn away from the world’s 

wisdom and glory in his own weaknesses rather than in his strengths?  Why would he refuse that 

which we know by nature and are inclined to do of our own accord?  Did he know something 

that we don’t?  Had he insight into something more grand and glorious than the troubles in this 

life that go and come back again for as long as we live? 

 

Paul learned from first hand experience God’s grace and His work in Him.  Recall that Paul was 

formally name Saul.  He had persecuted the church, even witnessing the death of Stephen, the 

first martyr recorded in the New Testament (Acts 7:57; 8:1).  But then, by God’s grace and 

according to His will, Saul was converted while on the road to Damascus, even while he was on 

his way to arrest Christian men and women because of their faith (Acts 9).  Of Paul, God had 

said, He is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children 

of Israel.  God had also said of him that He would show him how many things he must suffer 

for My name’s sake (Acts 9:15-16). 

 

Surely Paul did suffer much for Christ’s sake.  But Paul didn’t suffer as he did because he had 

formerly persecuted the church.  Paul wasn’t receiving just reward for past actions.  He wasn’t 

doing penance for past sins.  For Christ’s sake Paul endured what was done to him.  But what 

was done to him, what was permitted him to endure wasn’t for his harm.  It was for his good.   

 

Today’s epistle helps us to see that God’s work in His people is very much in contrast to how we 

think things should be.  In fact, God’s ways are in opposition to our sinful nature.  Or we could 

say that our sinful nature is in opposition to God’s ways.  Either way, according to God’s Word, 

you are to know that even what seems contrary to you is for your good. On the other hand, you 

are to know that what seems good might actually be the contrary. 

 

Though at the time you might not see this to be true, you are to believe it to be true according to 

what God says.  Paul’s thorn in the flesh was not at all pleasant for him. He wanted to be rid of 

it.  It was for this reason that Paul prayed to the Lord to remove it from him.  But did God say, 

“Yes, I will?” or “No, I won’t?”  Did God simply remove the thorn in Paul’s flesh, whatever it 

was, so that he could be free from it and move on? 

 

God did neither.  God neither answered Paul in the affirmative, nor did He answer in the 

negative.  God didn’t make things better for Paul the way that we think things would have been 

better.  Rather than remove the thorn, God simply said, My grace is sufficient for you, for my 

power is made perfect in weakness.  God left Paul in his lot.  He left the thorn there and didn’t 

remove it.  Instead of changing Paul’s situation, God spoke His Word. He declared what was 

true.  And in that Word, Paul believed and even said, Therefore I will boast all the more gladly 

of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
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Paul’s thorn in the flesh was given, not for his harm, but for his good, not because of any sin 

which he did, but to keep him from greater sin and to draw him closer to Christ.  In order to keep 

Paul from thinking too highly of himself, the Lord granted Paul this blessing of a ‘thorn’, that he 

not become prideful and arrogant, or complacent or self-assured, but rather that he trust in the 

Lord, take his focus off the distress that his trouble was causing and his wanting to be rid of it, 

and instead, see Christ’s strength in the midst of his weakness.   

 

This way of understanding, and even rejoicing in thorns, trials, afflictions, and troubles is 

completely foreign to today’s world and culture, let alone to many within Christendom.  At a 

time when distress and pain are sought to be avoided at all costs and believed to not be of God, 

and positive thinking and deliverance from everyday troubles is the proclamation of popular 

sermons, St. Paul’s proclamation of boasting in weaknesses seems extremely passé and obsolete.. 

 

But is it?  Is there Godly truth and divine comfort to be found by what God reveals through the 

words of Paul?   

 

Could it be that Paul is actually saying that God permits things like affliction and trial and 

‘thorn’ for good, not that his people rebel against Him for not answering prayer their way, but 

that they humble themselves before Him and His ways, and commend themselves unto Him, 

even should their troubles continue?   

 

Could it be that the riches of both the wisdom and knowledge of God are ever deeper than ours—

that His judgments are unsearchable, and that His ways are past finding out? (Romans 11:33) 

 

Could it be that God would use all that the Christian encounters in life for good, even the things 

considered to be not so good, for the strengthening of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and that His 

people call upon Him in the day of trouble for deliverance (Psalm 50:15; 91:15), cast their 

burden upon Him for His help, (Psalm 55:22), and seek from Him strength to carry on in 

whatever may befall us? 

 

All of the answers to these questions are in the affirmative.  The Lord is merciful and 

compassionate, and kind and gracious.  This is His proper work.  But that He would lead us to 

know it, He permits us to see and to know our weaknesses, our lack of ability, our troubles, and 

our uncertainties.  He does this so that we would turn away from ourselves and our sinful pride, 

and seek His grace and His help all our days. 

 

In order to keep us from being conceited and arrogant, the Lord permits trials without and within.  

Whether they be large or small as we consider them, they are not for our harm, but for our good, 

as they lead us to hold ever more firmly and cling ever more tightly to God’s grace in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

 

All things do work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 

according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28), as Paul writes in Romans chapter 8, but these Words 

are to be believed.  The good is not seen but with the eyes of faith.  But they are to be believed 

just the same.  And in Christ Jesus, we do know that nothing can really be against us—because 

God is for us.  Our sin no longer separates us from God, because Christ is our mediator (1 

Timothy 2:5).  Christ is bigger than our sin.  And therefore, too, Christ is bigger than any trial, 

affliction, trouble, or thorn. 
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Instead of leading away from Christ and His Word as the evil one would use them to do, they 

draw the Christian ever more closely to their Savior and Deliverer.  Hard times and even ‘thorns’ 

will come for the Christian, but God’s grace is sufficient.  His Word is sure and His help ever 

available.  Though He brings grief, He will show compassion.  Great is His faithfulness 

(Lamentations 3: 32, 23). 

 

The child of God learns to acknowledge the sometimes stormy seas of life as an indication, not 

that he is out of God’s favor, but rather—that he is in it.  This is something that not all Christians 

readily acknowledge.  But all Christians, because they are of Christ, will believe that God is not 

against them, no matter how much comes their way, whether it rains or pours.  And they will 

believe, too, that, whatever befalls them, they belong to the Father, having been baptized and 

called His child, and that He will also give strength to remain in that faith and endure.  By God’s 

grace, the Lord reveals that His goodness is not demonstrated by life’s circumstances and how 

things are, whether good or ill.  Instead, God’s goodness is demonstrated by what Christ has 

done on Calvary, for you and for me.  God’s goodness is demonstrated in His Word and promise. 

 

Whoever lives with such a faith in Christ is Christian.  And whoever lives with such a faith in 

Christ will also see crosses and burdens as Christ did in His.  But through Christ’s cross, there is 

life.  Christ’s death on the cross means life with God and His favor.  The goodness of God is not 

absolutely known because of what one experiences in life, but according to God’s Word and 

promise, His forgiveness, His blessing, and His salvation.  These are not known except by faith, 

faith that is founded in the very Word that our Lord has already revealed through the apostles 

and prophets (Ephesians 2:20). 

 

It is as the Lord says in Hebrews, “My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor 

be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; For whom the LORD loves He chastens, 

And scourges every son whom He receives.” If you endure chastening, God deals with you 

as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? But if you are without 

chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. 

Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. 

Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? For they 

indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we 

may be partakers of His holiness. Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but 

painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who 

have been trained by it. Therefore strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble 

knees, and make straight paths for your feet (Hebrews 12:5-13 

 

The greater the discipline, the greater the trials faced, the greater the afflictions carried, the 

greater is God’s love being shown.  Just look to Christ, God’s very Son, and what He endured for 

you and you’ll know this to be true.  Even Jesus learned obedience by suffering (Hebrews 5:8).   

Therefore, can it be any different for you who are called Christ’s?  But your Father in Heaven 

will not forsake you.  Nor will Christ – your confidence. 

 

The Lord will sustain you for His name’s sake.  Sufficient is His grace.  In Him, you find true 

comfort and true confidence, even in the midst of thorn and affliction.  The Lord may bless with 

times of respite and moderate peace, but He will also bless with times of trouble and trial, that 

you may know that your sufficiency is of God, and not of yourselves.  This too is God’s grace, 

and even reason for rejoicing. 
. 
Amen. 


