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The Ascension of our Lord, 2009B 

495 “Look, Ye Saints, The Sight us Glorious” 

*493 “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” DDDD  

492 “On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build” 

Comm:637 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”; 575 “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”  

 

 

The Feast of the Ascension of our Lord 

 
1
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 

2
until the 

day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 

whom he had chosen. 
3
To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

      
4
And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 

the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 
5
for John baptized with water, but 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

      
6
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 
7
He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father 

has fixed by his own authority. 
8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 

the earth.” 
9
And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a 

cloud took him out of their sight. 
10

And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, 

two men stood by them in white robes, 
11

and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 

into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:1-11) 

 

On the day if His ascension, Jesus, the Lord of lords and King of kings, ascended on high.  Of 

this day, St. Paul says That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory…seated 

Christ at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and 

might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that 

which is to come. And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all 

things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all (Ephesians 

1:20-23).   

 

Christ seated at His Father’s right hand means that the name of the Lord is above every name.  

God also highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of 

those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:9-11). 

 

Jesus Christ is not just one Savior among many.  All things under His feet means that death, sin, 

and the devil do not even now have the upper hand.  As Christ is risen from the dead and is now 

ascended on high, death and the grave no longer have dominion.  When He ascended on high, 

He led captivity captive (Ephesians 4:8; see also Psalm 68:18).  He has freed those in bondage 

to sin—from their sin—in order that they live by faith to Him. 
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God, who is rich in mercy, gave His Son for all people, in order that they might believe and so 

be saved (Ephesians 2:4).  This is the glorious truth that Jesus Himself declared.  He says, He 

who believes in Me, believes not in Me but in Him who sent Me.  And he who sees Me sees 

Him who sent Me.  I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me 

should not abide in darkness.  And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not 

judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world.  He who rejects Me, 

and does not receive My words, has that which judges him -- the word that I have spoken 

will judge him in the last day.  For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father 

who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak.  And I know 

that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has 

told Me, so I speak (John 12:44-50).   

 

Christ’s ascension means that Christ is head over all things and over His holy church, His church 

which He sanctifies and cleanses by His means of His Word, the Absolution, Holy Baptism, and 

Lord’s Supper.  Christ forgives, washes, and feeds His people with the very things by which He 

would sustain them and keeps them in the true faith until He returns, just as He ascended. 

 

Christ knows our weaknesses and our sins, but He also knows how to save and to deliver.  He 

knows our needs before we even ask Him.  He gives everlasting hope where we see none.  He 

gives this promise, that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those 

who are the called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28).  This does not mean that we 

always know how ‘all things’ work together for good.  But it does mean that all things do, even 

if we don’t see how it is to be so.  We know this, not because of circumstance or goings on in 

life, but on account of His Word.   

 

After the celebrations cease, the parties end, and emotions stabilize—life continues.  Sorrow and 

grief come among us.  Things are not always as we think they should be.  But it is through the 

very realities of our lives that God continues to comfort and console, and to support and to 

strengthen. 

 

The Word of the Lord is your certainty.  His promises are your confidence.  But God’s way is to 

work through what is foolish and weak in the eyes of the world, not by what is wise and mighty 

among men (1 Corinthians 1:20-21, 25-29).  Christ’s cross and the preaching of it is utter 

foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved, it is the power of God (1 

Corinthians 1:18).  The preached Word might seem uninteresting and powerless, but the Lord 

Christ says that His Words are Spirit and they are life (John 6:63).  And so they are.  It is not 

His Word that is lacking, but our attention to it and our trust in it. 

 

The Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Lord’s Supper, instituted by Christ might seem 

insignificant and trivial, but the Lord Jesus says that they give what He offers, even forgiveness 

of sins and eternal life.  These are works that only God can do.  We ought not neglect them, but 

give thanks for them and use them as God gives, frequently and often—for our benefit and good. 

 

Of His Word, our Lord Jesus says, You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have 

eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me (John 5:39).  Again He says, That 

everything written about Him in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms He has 
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thus fulfilled (Luke 24:44).  Of Baptism, the Lord says, in the Name of the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit and wherever His Name is, there is He (Matthew 28:19; Numbers 6:27).  You have 

His Name on You and are no longer your own, but His.  Of the Lord’s Supper, Christ says, Take 

it and take drink, My body and my blood, given for you (Matthew 26:26-28).   

 

Having ascended, Christ is truly in the heavens, but we don’t go to the heavens to find Him.  

Christ, as God, is everywhere.  He is omnipresent.  There is no place one cannot go that He is 

not.  But everywhere is not where we go to find God’ Son, our Savior, for us, speaking life and 

salvation.  It is as St. Paul says, The righteousness of faith speaks in this way, ‘Do not say in 

your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ’ (that is, to bring Christ down from above) or, 

‘ ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  But what 

does it say? ‘The word is near you, even in your mouth and in your heart‘ (that is, the word 

of faith which we preach) (Romans 10:6-7). 

 

It is in God’s Word that you find the Lord to be your Savior.  And He you find in Christ Jesus, 

your risen and ascended Lord, your peace with God.  Having ascended into heaven, Jesus sits at 

God’s right hand, not for Himself, but for you.  He intercedes for you on your behalf (Romans 

8:34).  Because Jesus “continues forever,” He Has an unchangeable priesthood.  Therefore 

He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He 

always lives to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:24-25).  If anyone sins, we have an 

Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  And He Himself is the propitiation 

for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world (1 John 2:1-2).   

 

Because of Jesus’ death, you too have died to sin.  Because of His resurrection, you too will rise 

from the dead.  Because of the Lord’s ascension, you have a God who looks out for you, supplies 

all your need, gives His Word, and reigns with His grace upon you.   

 

As Priest, Christ intercedes for you.  Once He shed His blood.  Therefore, in Him are your sins 

forgiven you.   

 

As Prophet, Christ continues preaching His Word into your ears that you believe and so be 

saved.   

 

As King, He rules over land and sea and ushers in His kingdom by means of His Word, of which 

you also are members through faith in Him who came into the world and is now ascended on 

high, for which we eagerly await His second coming.  But in the mean time, we wait, and we 

wait by trusting His forgiveness and continually hearing—and believing—His Word and 

Promise. Amen. 


