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Pentecost 15, 2009B 

545 “Word of God, Come Down On Earth” 

*849 “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 

533 “Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure” 

 

“Lord, Give Us Faith” 

 
14
When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and scribes arguing with 

them. 
15
And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to 

[Jesus] and greeted him. 
16
And he asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?” 

17
And 

someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit 

that makes him mute. 
18
And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and 

grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not 

able.” 
19
And he answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How 

long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.” 
20
And they brought the boy to him. And when the 

spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, 

foaming at the mouth. 
21
And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” 

And he said, “From childhood. 
22
And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy 

him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” 
23
And Jesus said to him, 

“If you can! All things are possible for one who believes.” 
24
Immediately the father of the child 

cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 
25
And when Jesus saw that a crowd came 

running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I 

command you, come out of him and never enter him again.” 
26
And after crying out and 

convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, 

“He is dead.” 
27
But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 

28
And when he 

had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 
29
And 

he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.” (Mark 9:14-29) 

 

 

The text before us, the account about Jesus casting out the unclean spirit with a word, of the 

disciples who couldn’t, and about the father whose son was freed from his bondage, is a text that 

says much about faith and faith’s object.  It is a text that reveals God’s compassion in Christ.  

But it is also a text which reveals the weakness of man. 

 

The father had gone to Jesus’ disciples. But to no avail.  He had gone to Jesus, but without full 

confidence.  He doubted.  He wasn’t sure. Therefore had he requested of Jesus to help, but with 

these words, “If you can do anything.”  “If you can do anything, have compassion.”  “If you can 

do anything, help us.” 

 

Such a prayer is not really prayer.  And such faith is not really faith.  Genuine prayer doesn’t use 

conditional “if” kind of statements, but in such confidence that even should God answer 

differently than we desire or should seem to be silent to our petitions, complete trust in God is 

still there.  Instead of saying “if,” genuine prayer says, “because.” “Because God can.” “Because 

God is good, He will help.  He will have compassion.” 

 

Instead of praying with the condition “if”, genuine prayer asserts and is certain.  St. James speaks 

of this kind of prayer where he writes, If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
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gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in 

faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the 

wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a 

double-minded man, unstable in all his ways (James 1:5-8). 

 

The writer of Hebrews also writes in a similar way where He says, Without faith it is 

impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 

rewarder of those who diligently seek Him (Hebrews 11:6). 

 

The same kind of confidence in prayer goes for true faith, too, for true faith and genuine prayer 

are bound together.  You can’t have one without the other.  You can’t have genuine prayer where 

there is no true faith.  And you can’t have true faith without there also being genuine prayer. 

 

True faith does not rest on “what ifs” or “possibilities.”  Instead, true faith rests on the true and 

sure promises of God.  It rests on the absolute confidence that God can do and will do according 

to His will.  True faith is not founded on human strength, man’s will and desire, or worldly 

conditions.  Much today that passes for faith are such things, but faith essentially and 

fundamentally is not a feeling.  It is not a desire to do something or a will that goes against God 

and His ways.  It is not self-formed, based on one’s opinion, whether that opinion be that of an 

individual or even a church body in assembly.  True faith is not based on an interpretation of 

Scripture or how we think things ought to be.   

 

True faith has as its foundation The apostles and prophets, Jesus Himself being the chief 

cornerstone (Ephesians 2:20).    It is The substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 

things not seen (Hebrews 11:1).  It shows itself in Hope of the glory of God (Romans 5:2).  It 

is the sure confidence that even in death, there is life (2 Corinthians 4:11); that even in the midst 

of our uncertain times, God continues to be good and gracious; that even should things remain 

the same or grow worse, God is still on our side. 

 

True faith isn’t determined by circumstance or outcome.  It doesn’t go by how good things are or 

how things turn out.  It is founded on what God says in His Word.  It is  based on how good God 

is and who God is—He who revealed Himself in the flesh—in Jesus Christ—who fulfilled His 

Father’s will to the “T” and did not fail to do anything which was required for your salvation.  

He is the perfectly obedient Son (Philippians 2:8; Hebrews 5:8), the faithful Servant (2 Timothy 

2:13; Hebrews 3:2; Revelation 1:5; 3:44; 19:11), and the Sacrificial Lamb (John 1:29; 1 

Corinthians 5:7).  He is the giver of life (John 5:21; 6:27, 51), the Savior of the world (John 3:16; 

4:42; 1 John 4:14), The author and finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:2). 

 

Jesus is the One who is faithful and true (Revelations 3:13; 19:11).  He keeps all of His promises 

and fulfills all of His Words.  He is He who said that He would die at the hands of sinners but 

three days later, rise from the dead (Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:32-34).  This is just what Jesus did.  

And this shows just who Jesus is. 

 

Jesus is He who has authority over death and the grave.  Jesus is He who has authority over sin 

and its consequences.  And as shown in today’s text, Jesus is He who has authority over 

unclean/evil spirits and over the devil Himself and the world.   
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Jesus is the object of true faith and true faith’s confession.  God-given faith never boasts of itself, 

but boasts only in Christ and in His cross (Galatians 6:14).  And such a faith is so sure and 

certain that even if the world and Satan and everything else be against it, its confidence and hope 

yet remain and will remain, for upon the rock of Christ is it built (Matthew 7:24-25).  

 

Such a faith founded on Christ and genuinely in Christ prays with confidence and certainty that 

God both hears and will answer.  But even should God prolong His answer or answer in such a 

way that seems against what we prayed for, to God such a faith still looks and clings. 

 

Just as Jesus prayed in the Garden on the night that He was betrayed that the cup of God’s wrath 

and judgment pass from His lips and He not have to drink it. Such also is our prayer.  Jesus 

prayed three times that he cup pass from Him, that He not drink it.  And according to one 

account, His sweat became like great drops of blood falling to the ground (Luke 22:14).  

Nevertheless, His prayer did not end there.  Jesus concluded that petition with the words, Not 

My will, but Yours be done (Luke 22:42) [Mark 14:32-41]. 

 

It was the Father’s will that Jesus drink the Cup to the full.  It was the Father’s will that Jesus 

suffer and die and put to death your sin and mine.  And it is the Father’s will that you be saved 

from your sin, that your confidence and trust be in Him, that your prayers to Him not waiver, and 

that they contain no doubt, but only complete assurance of God’s good will towards you. 

 

This means that you too may have that cup to drink, that cross to bear, that burden to carry.  But 

rather than blame God, trust in Him.  Instead of doubting, believe His promises.  And instead of 

despairing, trust His Word. 

 

It is in Jesus that you learn to pray, as our Lord had, Not my will, but Yours be done.  “Thy will 

be done, O Lord.”  It is in Jesus that we learn to pray the Lord’s Prayer rightly, commending 

ourselves into the Lord’s hands, our bodies and souls and all things, leaving “all things to God’s 

direction” (LSB 719, “I Leave All Things To God’s Direction”).  In Jesus, we learn to say, 

“What pleases God, that pleases me” (LSB 719).  In Jesus, we learn that it’s not our faith or the 

strength of our faith by which we stand, but only in Christ that we do.  Thus do we learn, not to 

pray with such words as, “Lord, if you can help” or “Lord, if you can do anything,” but in such a 

way that expresses true faith in God’s promises and certainty of God’s answer. 

 

Such conditional prayer as, “God, if you can…” exhibits not only a doubt of God’s ability, but 

isn’t really prayer, and doesn’t come from genuine faith, the kind of faith that God gives 

according to His Word.  Such a faith the Lord Jesus did give to that Father in today’s text, and 

such a faith does the Lord also give you, not a faith in yourself or in your ability, or in the 

possibility of what might be, but the surety of answered prayer, the certitude of God’s grace in 

Christ, and the confidence that the true God is also your God, who does show compassion and 

who does help.   

 

Only, we pray, that the Lord also show us that help and grant us to believe His compassion, for 

these are not sure on account of sight, or true because they are felt in the heart, or because they 

are experienced in a burning bosom. The help that our Lord does give, and the compassion He 
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does show, is that which is in Jesus, that which is in His Word, His love, and His forgiveness, 

His grace, and His mercy. 

 

Sadly, so many pass by that true help and the answers that God does give because they look in all 

the wrong places rather than where God gives them.  So many look outside of God’s Word and 

promises and never find what they’re looking for.  But there’s only one place for such 

certainty—It is in what God gives and in what God says.  It is in His Word, in the Word become 

flesh-in Jesus. 

 

Therefore, when that Father in today’s Gospel reading had prayed the “if” prayer, Jesus corrected 

him.  Jesus replied that all things are possible for the one who believes—for all who believe in 

Jesus’ Word—for all who believe in Jesus.  Then the man cried out in true faith, I believe.  Help 

my unbelief.  Such also is our prayer, and the prayer of every Christian.   

 

We trust not in our faith, but we do trust in the One who gives such faith, the genuine faith.  We 

look Jesus and to Jesus alone.  In Him, there is help.  And in Him, do we see the compassion of 

our Lord.  And thus do we pray with confidence, looking not to ourselves or to the world around 

us to see whether or not God knows or cares, or if He can help.  We know He can.  And we know 

that He does.  We know this because of Jesus.  Amen. 


