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Pentecost 17, 2009B 

505 “Triune God, Be Thou Our Stay” 

*647 “Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head” 

585 “Lord Jesus Christ, With Us Abide” 

 

 

“Lord, Keep Us From Sinning Against You” 

 
38
John said to [Jesus], “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and 

we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 
39
But Jesus said, “Do not stop 

him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will be able soon afterward to speak 

evil of me. 
40
 For the one who is not against us is for us. 

41
 For truly, I say to you, 

whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ will by no 

means lose his reward. 

      
42
 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be 

better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown 

into the sea. 
43
 And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to 

enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 
45
 And 

if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with 

two feet to be thrown into hell. 
47
 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better 

for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into 

hell, 
48
 ‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’ 

49
 For everyone will 

be salted with fire. 
50
 Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make 

it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” (Mark 9:38-50) 

 

 

With these last words, Jesus is pointing out the seriousness and the significance of sin, 

not only of our own with reference to ourselves, but also of any sins that we may commit 

that may lead others to sin, to become doubtful, to become unfaithful, and not least of all, 

to cause another to lose their faith entirely.  These very words of our Lord strike at the 

very heart of our individualism, and of our pride.  They speak against our narcissistic 

tendencies to think only of ourselves with reference to matters of faith and the church, 

and of our tendency to believe that a little sin here and a little sin there will not affect me, 

and what I do in the privacy of my own life doesn’t affect others. 

 

You are a sinner, as am I.  But just because your sins and mine might not be readily seen 

by others, this doesn’t mean that they are of little significance.  Many hold the false 

notion that the only thing that’s important is what they think to be important, as if they 

are the one’s who decide what is right and what is not, what is proper and what is not, 

what is sinful and what is not. 

 

But such a notion is false and wrong.  It is false and wrong because we, you and I, are not 

the final judges of what is sinful or righteous.  God is.  What you do in the dark is as the 

day to God.  And what you think is in the light.  He knows your motives, why you do 

what you do, even how those good things that you did you did for the wrong reasons.  

This too is sin. 
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Our Lord also knows how your hand, your foot, and your eyes causes you to sin.  He 

knows what’s in heart, and in our Lord’s own words, It is what comes out of a man, 

that defiles a man.  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, 

adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, 

an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness (Mark 7:21-22). 

 

From the heart your hand, your foot, and your eye causes to sin.  By saying what Jesus is 

saying, He’s pointing out the seriousness of sin.  By way of exaggeration (hyperbole), 

Jesus is drawing attention to the significance of the remedy.  Therefore does He speak of 

cutting off the hand and the foot, and tearing out the eye. 

 

But does He mean these things literally?  No, He doesn’t.  If one were to completely 

follow through with a literal rendering of the text, there would literally be nothing left of 

the sinner, for it’s not only with the hands, feet, or eyes that one is caused to sin, but with 

the head, the heart, the entire body.  Such is the nature of sin.  Such is the nature of the 

fall.  It influences us all.  It affects us all.  It condemns us all.  If we were to take literally 

the words of our Lord about cutting off hand and foot and tearing out the eye, none would 

be saved. 

 

So what is Jesus talking about?  He’s talking about the seriousness with which we are to 

take toward our own sin, how we are to fight and battle and wage war with ourselves 

against our own sin, even “cutting off” that which is causes to sin.   

 

This is just that crucifying of the flesh, the bearing of the cross, and the denying of self 

that Jesus talks about also in Mark in the previous chapter, chapter 8, where He says, 

Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 

follow Me.  For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 

for My sake and the gospel's will save it.  For what will it profit a man if he gains the 

whole world, and loses his own soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for his 

soul?  For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory 

of His Father with the holy angels (Mark 8:34-38). 

 

Fewer and fewer so-called Christians are taking these words to heart.  More and more 

seem to be distancing themselves from the hearing of God’s Word and receiving the 

blessed Sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood,.  Rather than denying oneself one’s own 

sinful way and attending to the Lord’s Word and will, excuse upon excuse is given for 

not attending church, for not reading the Bible, not being in the Word, and not gathering 

with other Christians in the Lord’s house, excuses like “I know it already,” “It’s the same 

thing over and over,” “It’s too hard,” “I’m too tired or “it just doesn’t make sense.” 

 

Even if some of these might be true, what does the Lord say?  He says, Blessed are those 

who hear the word of God and keep it! (Luke 11:28).  He says, Let us hold fast the 

confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.   And let 

us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the 

assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one 
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another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.   For if we sin 

willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains 

a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery 

indignation which will devour the adversaries (Hebrews 10:23-27) 

 

The Lord Jesus also says, My sheep hear My voice and I know them and they follow 

me (John 10:27).   

 

If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be 

also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor (John 12:26). 

 

If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We 

will come to him and make Our home with him.  He who does not love Me does not 

keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father's who sent 

Me (John 14:23-24). 

 

If you remain in My word, you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the 

truth, and the truth shall make you free (John 8:31-32). 

 

Being a Christian doesn’t have to do complete and total understanding of everything in 

the Word, but believing being in it.  And being Christian doesn’t have to do with only 

hearing the Word once and thinking that one knows it to the full already, or not 

continuing in the blessed Word and Sacraments of our Lord because one is “tired” of it or 

“wants something else,” or because one falsely believes that church is not needed to 

remain in the truth.   

 

These are the very things by which some lead others astray, to leave behind the 

instruction, the exhortation, and even the salvation of our Lord, choosing instead that 

which the Lord describes this way: Wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to 

destruction, and there are many who go in by it (Matthew 7:13).   

 

Because of man’s sinfulness and His desire to tread his own path, travel his own road, 

and make his own decisions, to literally, “live his own life,” others tend to follow.  It may 

not be a simple matter of saying, “Everyone else is doing it,” or “They’re doing it.  Why 

can’t we?”  It actually goes much deeper than that.  It’s what Jesus is talking about 

toward the beginning of our text where He says, Whoever causes one of these little ones 

who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung 

around his neck and he were thrown into the sea.  That is, whoever leads another to 

sin 

 

Even a John and the others, so ablazened in their zeal for the Lord in trying to stop 

another from casting out demons in Jesus’ name, are nearly guilty of causing another to 

sin.  Here, John and the other disciples of our Lord again thought that they were in the 

right.  But oh how wrong they were!  They sat in judgment over another whom the Lord 

had not judged.  They zealously acted without the Word of the Lord and only 

demonstrated their shortcomings. 
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--The following was not in the preached sermon-- 

 

How much different are we than they?  How we fall so seriously close to causing a 

brother or sister in Christ to sin by what we say and do, by giving little attention to the 

Word of our Lord, by not distinguishing true doctrine from false teaching, by neglecting 

the Word throughout the week, by not giving top priority to the Divine Service and the 

Lord’s body and blood on a Sunday morning.   

 

By these things we promote a laxity and encourage others to do the same.  In essence, 

these things say that God and His Word are of little importance and they don’t really 

matter.  In this way, we lead others to sin and foster the idea that what we believe, teach, 

and confess is of little significance, or that gathering together as God’s people in God’s 

house is only a trifle.  

 

In other ways, and closer to home, might we be close to causing another to sin: For not 

being a good example in the home, at work, and with family, we encourage others in bad 

behaviors.  Maybe we say a word here or there, and others follow.  Mom and Dad don’t 

pray with or in the presence of their children, or have family devotions, and we wonder 

why the children don’t see God’s Word or personal piety as important.  Parents leave 

their children in Sunday School, but parents are absent.  And we wonder why some have 

such a low view of studying God’s Word! 

 

Still, some rarely, if at all, take the opportunity to study God’s Word with other 

Christians following the Divine Service or when studies are offered, like on campus, if 

they are able.  Others might do so, but only if one is teaching and another not, regardless 

of the content.  Whether this be on Sunday morning or on campus, what kind of example 

is this giving?  Might what you do lead others to do the same, and not for greater 

encouragement in the faith? 

 

--The preached sermon continues— 

 

In the Gospel text before us, Jesus is getting at just these things.  By our Words, our 

teaching, and by our life, we are not to cause anyone to sin.  Nor are we to be complacent 

about our own members causing ourselves to sin.  No sin is insignificant.  And all 

attention is to be given to the details, that we neither lead any to sin or give in to sin.  

From our example at home, our words with others, how we react (and respond to 

situations), what we say, what we do—all are to be about building up, not tearing down; 

encouraging, not weakening; and pointing to Christ, giving no place to the devil 

(Ephesians 4:27). 

 

Parents are to lead by example, being in the Word themselves, holding devotions, praying 

with family.  Pastors are to preach the Word faithfully and love their people.  

Congregations are to respect their pastor and talk with him directly about any concerns 

that they might have, not talking behind his back or spreading dissension among the 

congregation. 
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With St. Paul, we ought to say, I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, 

when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified (1 Corinthians 

9:27).  Self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body…are of no value 

against the indulgence of the flesh (Colossians 2:23).   

 

Rather than take matters into our own hands, and encourage others to do likewise, we are 

to be about doing what the Lord has given us to do: Love Him above everything else, and 

Love our neighbor above ourselves (Matthew 22:37-40), being concerned even about the 

littlest of one’s who believe in Jesus.  But this is just where we fall short.  Our Love for 

God is not complete.  Our love for neighbor is not genuine, nor exhaustive.  We overlook 

the seriousness of what we do and what we say before God, not giving heed to all that 

comes from our lips and our actions.  We consider that the little we do doesn’t or won’t 

influence others, or what no one sees can only hurt us but little. 

 

-- 

 

What we need is a new heart, a rebirth, a being born-again, a being born from above!  

What we need is God’s forgiveness, cleansing from sin.  What we need is a gracious 

God, a God who does indeed love us, and a God who has done away with our sin that it 

can no longer condemn us.  What we need is a God who saves and delivers from sin and 

death, not upon our merit or works, but upon His. 

 

This is just the God that you do have in Jesus Christ.  It is by His grace and by His grace 

alone, through faith alone, that you are being saved.  It is not of yourselves, lest anyone 

should boast (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

 

If our heart condemns us, says St. John in his first epistle, God is greater than our 

heart, and knows all things (1 John 3:30). 

 

If God is for us, says St. Paul, Who can be against us?   He who did not spare His 

own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give 

us all things?   Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.   

Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who 

is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us (Romans 8:31-

34). 

 

God did so love the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  For God did not send His Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be 

saved.  He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is 

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten 

Son of God (John 3:16-18) 
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Our Lord Jesus steps in and gives His own hands and feet to receive the nails.  His own 

life He willingly gave in sacrifice, that HE be cut off from the land of the living and you 

not. 

 

Because of Jesus, God does forgive you of your sin.  He is faithful and just to forgive 

you your sins and to cleanse you from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).   

 

In Jesus Christ, your sins are no more!  Through Holy Baptism, God has indeed washed 

you, forgiven you, cleansed you, and made you whole.  You have been born again, from 

above, with water and Word, God’s work, and that cannot be undone.  Only hold to 

Christ’s promise and God’s grace, continue in Him, and an heir of eternal life you will 

remain. 

 

If anyone is in Christ, he IS a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 

things have become new (1 Corinthians 5:17). 

 

-- 

 

Sin is not little in God’s eyes.  All who minimize their sin also minimize Jesus, whom 

God sent to save you from your sin.  Our Lord desires not our eternal death, or the death 

of others, but that you and all live with Him eternally.  To this end did God sent His Son, 

Jesus the Christ, whose death demonstrates, not the insignificance of our sin, but the 

enormity of it.  But more than that, Jesus demonstrates God’s abundant love for you and 

for me, for though His death, you have eternal.   

 

Therefore do you also begin not take sin lightly, but come to God’s throne of grace for 

His mercy, desiring evermore the forgiveness given by God, spoken in the absolution, 

and given in the Lord’s Supper.  You remember your baptism, that is, you believe God’s 

grace to you and you seek to gather with other Christians to receive the great gifts of 

God.  You discern between what is true and what is false, not only for your own sake, but 

for others.  And you also pay close attention to how you live, that others not be offended 

or caused to sin by what you say or by what you do, but that they be turned to Christ and 

be Christian.  Therefore do we pray that God’s Name be hallowed, holy, among us.  God 

grant this. Amen. 

 

The peace that passes all human understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 


