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Pentecost 18, 2009B 

852 “O God of Mercy, God of Might” 

*865 “Lord, Help Us to Retain” 

862 “Oh, Blest the House” 

Comm: 774 “Feed Thy Children” 702 “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”
 

 

 

“On Marriage and Faith” 
 

2
Pharisees came up and in order to test [Jesus] asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 
3
He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 

4
They said, “Moses allowed a man to 

write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” 
5
And Jesus said to them, “Because of your 

hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. 
6
 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God 

made them male and female.’ 
7
 ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and 

hold fast to his wife, 
8
 and they shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one 

flesh. 
9
 What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 

      
10
And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 

11
And he said to them, 

“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her, 
12
 and if she 

divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 

      
13
And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked 

them. 
14
But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; 

do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 
15
 Truly, I say to you, whoever does 

not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 
16
And he took them in his arms 

and blessed them, laying his hands on them. (Mark 10:2–16) 

 

 

What the Bible really says…This was a sectional at a recent conference.  At first hearing, it 

sounds like a good thing, a corrective to what some believe the Bible to say.  A presentation or 

sectional entitled, “What the Bible really says” might suggest that a learned theologian might be 

presenting, one who has studied the text inside and out, front and back, who knows the languages 

of Hebrew and Greek, who lives and breathes the Scriptural text and has new insight, freshness, 

and clarity.  A sectional with the title, “What the Bible really says” might suggest that a 

conventional, popular, or worldly understanding is greatly deficient and needs some ‘education.’ 

 

But if one were to assume these things, that such a sectional from the recent conference entitled, 

“What the Bible really says,” was such a correction, that the presenter was one who had a 

thorough knowledge of Scripture and its meaning, and that the content of the presentation was 

really getting at what the text actually says, one would have been truly disappointed.   

 

The sectional referred was part of a conference affiliated with the GLBT Alliance, a student 

organization at the University.  GLBT is an acronym for Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender.  

The conference was the UW-Platteville Rainbow Rave Conference which took place yesterday at 

the University here in town.  And you can bet that that sectional entitled, “What the Bible really 

says” spoke little to nothing about sin and God’s grace in Christ, but much about inclusiveness 

and acceptance, even accepting behavior which God, in His Word, the Bible, clearly forbids. 

 

The way of the world is that which gives the Bible its own meaning, not the meaning of the very 

words that are in it.  It tries to make the Bible say what it wants, not what the Bible really says.  
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It’s been said that you can make the Bible say anything you want it to say.  And certainly, people 

can and indeed try to do such a thing.  They use the Bible to defend this teaching, this way of 

living, this life, and on and on, according to their own opinions, their own understandings, and 

not least of all, what is acceptable to them.  But when they do this, they distort the text.  They do 

Bible gymnastics to try to make the Bible say what they want it to say.  They forsake the original 

intent and meaning for which God gave the Scriptures, that we know and believe in Christ, and 

instead, implant their own ideologies onto and into the text.  Rather than hear what God, in truth, 

says, they want God to hear what they say.  And in the process, they lose Christ, the Gospel, the 

forgiveness of sins, and eternal life. 

 

So what does the Bible ‘really’ say?  What does the Bible ‘really’ say about homosexuality, 

about all the things accepted and being accepted today as the norm, as permissible, as ‘not a big 

deal’?  What does the Bible say about living together before marriage and co-habitation?  What 

does the Bible say about sex before marriage, about marriage itself, and about divorce, and about 

adultery?  What does the Bible say about sin in general and about the sinner in particular? 

 

Certainly not everything that we like it to say or want it to say.  God calls sin—sin.  God would 

have us live sexually pure lives, faithful to Him, and faithful to one another.  True love does 

wait.   

 

To love God is to remain in the vocation God has called you—as spouse parent, child, and 

whatever other vocation or calling we might have.  And forgiving one another, even as God, in 

Christ, has forgiven you (Colossians 2:13; 3:13). 

 

God is the One who created us, not we who created Him.  The way of the world IS NOT the way 

of our Lord.   

 

St. James even writes, Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? 

Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God 
(James 4:4). 

 

To His disciples, our Lord even says, If you were of the world, the world would love its own. 

Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world 

hates you (John 5:19). 

 

It is St. John in his first epistle that writes, Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 

anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world -- 

the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life -- is not of the Father but is of 

the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of 

God abides forever (1 John 2:15-17). 

 

Love of the world and love of God are mutually exclusive.  You can’t do both.  It’s as Jesus said, 

No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he 

will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon 
(Matthew 6:24).   
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When it comes to what God says in His Word, that is what we are to do and follow, the way we 

are to walk--not according to the ways of the world and what it says, or even what we think to be 

right or how we would like to live, but according to the way of the Lord we are to walk, live, and 

believe. 

 

When it comes to the sinner, any sinner, him or her we are to love, and by love, I am not 

referring to looking the other way, tolerating the sin, or defending the sinful behavior.  We are to 

love the sinner by speaking the truth, the truth of sin and the truth of the forgiveness of sins in 

Christ.  This is the same thing we need to hear, too, for we also are sinners, sinners who seek to 

live the way we want, sinners who are also stubborn, hard headed, and view life from our own 

perspective, not God’s. 

 

But that we not be on our own and follow our own path, and have the final result of God’s 

judgment because of our own sin, God has given us His Holy Word.  There He teaches you how 

and what to believe, how to live, how to be.  There, He makes known to you your salvation 

through He who died on the cross.   

 

God has given you His Son, that you have peace with the Father through faith in Him, peace 

through Him who suffered in your stead, who walked the straight and narrow, who fulfilled 

God’s command, who walked, not His own way, but according to the way given Him by the 

Father. 

 

It is by and through Jesus that you have eternal life.  And rather than become tired of this 

message, we rejoice ever the more in it, for Jesus has overcome the world, and in Him, we are 

truly not bound to the world and its ways, but are free in Christ to serve our Father according to 

His will and to freely love our neighbor as God desires us to do.   

 

Whoever tires of hearing God’s forgiveness in Christ doesn’t know the depth of their sin or the 

abundance of God’s mercy.  And whoever tires of hearing God’s Word shows that they are not 

truly of God, for the sheep of our Lord hear His voice and follow Him (John 10:27). 

 

So then, what of the text before us?  What of St. Mark, the tenth chapter, where the Pharisees ask 

Jesus about divorce?   

 

Jesus answered the Pharisees by saying that divorce was permitted by Moses as a result of the 

people’s hardness of heart, but from the beginning it was not so.  From the beginning, God made 

them male and female.  God made woman to be the man’s helper.  He made woman from the 

man.  Man in Hebrew is vyai.  Woman is hV'ai.  The words are related.  The one comes from the 
other. Adam was formed first, then Eve (1 Timothy 2:13).   

 

It is God who has instituted marriage.  He laid down how it is to be--One man and one woman.  

And Jesus Himself here testifies to this.   

 

For those who say that Jesus never speaks against other ways of defining marriage, they are 

greatly in error.  Jesus doesn’t speak of any other matrimonial union than husband and wife, of 
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man and woman.  And He quotes from and clearly confirms the words of Genesis from the Old 

Testament. 

 

He also speaks against divorce and adultery and unfaithfulness in anyway.  Divorce is not God’s 

intention for those united in marriage, nor is adultery.  It never was, nor will it ever be.  But 

faithfulness—this is God’s will.  The words “until death do us part” commonly spoken at 

weddings still have meaning.  They are words of a vow spoken before God, by the groom to the 

bride and by the bride to the groom.  They are not to be taken lightly, nor do they have little 

meaning. 

 

Though fewer and fewer take words spoken before God seriously, here our Lord reminds us that 

it is not we that make marriage what it is.  It is God who does so. It is God who has instituted 

marriage for our benefit.  The two become one flesh, God says.  Therefore, what God has joined 

together, let not man separate. 

 

No one should enter into marriage lightly.  Nor should any seek to exit it.  Period.  Entering into 

marriage or continuing in it with the notion that if it doesn’t work out, I’ll just get out is just what 

God forbids.  It’s hard work.  It can be painful and trying.  But the question to ask is not, “What 

do I want to do?” but “What would the Lord have me do?” 

 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 

that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He 

might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 

thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. So husbands ought to love their 

own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated 

his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. For we are 

members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. "For this reason a man shall leave his 

father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh." 
(Ephesians 5:25-31) 

 

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of the wife, 

as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. Therefore, just as the 

church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything 
(Ephesians 5:22-24). 

 

That word ‘submit’ as used by Paul does not mean to be a slave.  Nor does it have the negative 

connotation that so many think it has.  Notice that wives are to submit to their husbands-as to the 

Lord.  And husbands are to love their wives even as Christ loved the church.  The wife is to 

submit to the very husband who is to give himself for her. 

 

St. Paul is here talking about the church, which is Christ’s.  And she is perfect on account of 

Christ, who gave Himself in sacrifice for her.  This is the picture of how it’s supposed to be in 

our own marriages…but we know that it doesn’t always work that way because of sin, our own 

sin, and the sin of others.  We know that we don’t live in an ideal world where marriages are 

‘made in heaven’, where fighting is non-existent, and where expectations are completely met.  

We know that troubles arise inside and outside of marriage.   
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Divorce seems to be getting easier and easier, as the reasons for it are constantly on the rise.  

Promiscuity seems to be the norm.  Having sex outside of marriage has become acceptable 

behavior, as is living together before holy matrimony.  Sexual crimes seem to be on the increase.  

What was once considered unnatural and perverted in the recent past is now a lifestyle and given 

approval, even by some in the so-called ‘church’. 

 

But in the midst of all these things, there is that word that the Bible really says. There is that sin 

that God really calls sin.  And there is that Gospel, where Christ truly forgives you your sin.   

 

Not even the world—with all its interpretations and meanings and its desire to make the Bible 

say what it wants it to say—can alter what the Bible does, in fact, say.  The Word of God is too 

strong.  And the Word of the Lord will remain.  It is our comfort.  And it is our grounds for hope 

and life and peace with God, for though we fail to keep what God says, to believe as He would 

have us believe, and to live in heart, body, and mind as He would have us live, to Him and to one 

another, there is One who has.   

 

There is One who gave Himself for His bride, the church.  There is One who kept the Father’s 

Word and will.  There is One who lived and died, and now lives forevermore, giving you faith 

and giving you strength, forgiving you your sin, and keeping you in the true faith.  That One is 

Jesus, Jesus who will never leave you or desert you.   

 

Jesus is faithful One who does not leave you or walk away from you when the going gets tough.  

He will never divorce you.  Nor will He ever turn His back on you.  He is true to His Word and 

He keeps His promises. 

 

That one is Jesus—Jesus who loves you and gave Himself for you; Jesus who gives you His 

Word that even death cannot separate you from God’s love in Him.   

 

Therefore, hold fast to Him.  He has bound Himself to you in the waters of Holy Baptism.  He 

gives His own body and blood to you in His Supper, that you eat and drink and have communion 

with Him and He with you.  Hear His Word and do not let it go.  Draw near to God and He will 

draw near to you (James 4:8).  Look not to your life and your decisions for comfort.  Look to 

Christ.  In Him you will find all that you need—to be before God—and to live in love toward 

others, even and especially in one’s own family, with spouse and child and parent.  Amen. 

 


