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20
th
 Sunday after Pentecost, 2009B 

743 “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” 

*555 “Salvation Unto Us Has Come” D D D D  

(All: 1-2, 9-10; Women & Girls: 3, 5, 7; Men & Boys: 4, 6, 8) 

553 “O Christ, Our Hope, Our Heart’s Desire” 

Comm: 622 “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared” 

 

 

“With God, Salvation Is Sure” 

 
23
Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who have 

wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 
24
And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus 

said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 
25
 It is easier for a 

camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 
26
And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” 

27
Jesus 

looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible 

with God.” 
28
Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” 

29
Jesus 

said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or 

father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 
30
 who will not receive a hundredfold 

now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with 

persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 
31
 But many who are first will be last, and the 

last first.” (Mark 10:23-31) 

 

 

Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 
25
 It is easier 

for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 
26
And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” 

27
Jesus 

looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible 

with God.” 

 

The text for today’s sermon is a continuation of the text from last week, that text where a rich 

man came to Jesus and had asked Him the question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

(Mark 10:17).  Jesus told him the truth.  In essence, Jesus had told him to renounce the things of 

the world and follow Him.  Jesus had laid out for the man, and for us, the one thing needful for 

eternal life—the one needful for entrance into the kingdom of God—Christ!   

 

Apart from Jesus, no one shall enter.  You’re goods and possessions won’t save you.  You’re 

loved ones and friends can help you.  Only Jesus is The way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6).   

 

Therefore, as Jesus made clear to the rich man, you can’t hold on to the things of this life and 

expect salvation.  You either trust fully in God, or not at all.  You can’t trust partly in Him and 

partly in something else.  Trust in God excludes trust in anything else, whatever that anything 

else might be, whether it be the stock market, the economy, the country, or even family.  Any 

and all of these can’t be number one in your life, and God at the same time. 

 

Remember the golden calf incident?  (Exodus 32:15-35).  It was then that the very people of God 

worshiped what they themselves had created rather than their Creator, Who had so wonderfully 
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freed them from their bondage and slavery in Egypt, and Who with His Mighty hand and 

outstretched arm brought them out (Deuteronomy 7:19). 

 

But the people became impatient in waiting on the Lord and His servant Moses.  And with them, 

God became angry.  Therefore, about 3000 fell dead because of their idolatry. 

 

Time after time in the Old Testament there is account after account of God’s people trusting in 

another other than God, even though His Word remains true and will remain true.  Time after 

time in the Old Testament is there account after account of God punishing His people for their 

waywardness, and their repentance, and waywardness, and repentance. 

 

It is true that The LORD is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, and abounding in mercy 

(Psalm 103:8).  It is also true that the Lord God has said,  As I live, I have no pleasure in the 

death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live (Ezekiel 33:11).   

 

God our Savior… desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth (1 

Timothy 2:3-4).  But the Lord’s desire that all people be saved is no excuse to put others or other 

things before God.  It’s rather all the more reason that He be first and above all others.  This is 

why today’s epistle reading from Hebrews says, Since a promise remains of entering His rest, 

let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it (Hebrews 4:1).   

 

He also says, Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the 

same example of disobedience. For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper 

than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and 

marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is no 

creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to 

whom we must give account (Hebrews 4:11-14). 

 

That rest that the writer to the Hebrews is talking about is that eternal rest, promised of God, to 

all who believe and continue in the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the very rest which has also to 

do with the very Kingdom of God of which Jesus talks about in today’s Gospel.  That rest and 

God’s Kingdom and eternal life are all synonyms.  And all who remain in Jesus Christ will 

indeed enter that rest, are heirs of God’s Kingdom, and have the sure hope of eternal life. 

 

But there’s only one way to get there.  It is not be what you do, but through that which is given to 

you.  It’s through Him who gave Himself for you in death on the accursed tree, who Himself 

became a curse for you (Galatians 3:13).  Your salvation is in no way dependent on you, what 

you have, or how much you have.  It’s dependent on Christ and what He has done for you.  He 

shed His blood for you, laid down His life for you, and freely gives you the Kingdom, with all its 

riches and treasures, the likes of which will not fade or rust or fly away. 

 

It is difficult, Jesus says, for one who has riches, to enter into the Kingdom of God.  This is 

because those who have riches and abundant possessions are inclined to trust in them rather than 

in the God who gave them.  But it’s not only those who have ‘things’ that have difficulty 

entering the kingdom.   
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Even should you have little, materially speaking, it’s not easy.  There is the false hope that some 

have of God merely ‘overlooking’ sin.  Others believe themselves not to be genuine sinners, but 

to only have a few shortcomings.  Still, others believe themselves either not to need God’s 

abundant grace and kindness to the full, or they believe themselves to be ‘doing ok’ without God, 

as if they could get by without Him, His Word, His forgiveness, and His favor. 

 

In fact, Jesus says, entering the Kingdom of God is impossible, impossible for man-for the rich, 

as well as the poor; for those who have, as well as for those who have not; for those who have 

little, as well as for those who have much; for those who have high esteem about themselves, as 

well as for those who think lowly of themselves.   

 

Salvation is not of man, whatever condition he’s in or whatever condition he thinks that he’s in.  

Salvation is of God—Alone.  Only with God is salvation possible!  Only with God is salvation 

certain, without a doubt—all on account of the One Mediator between God and men, the Man 

Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5).   

 

There is salvation in none other, For there is no other name under heaven given among men 

by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 

 

All who won’t have the Jesus of Holy Scripture, the Jesus who was born of a virgin, He who 

died and rose again, God in the flesh--they will not enter the Kingdom of God.  Nor will they 

who forsake the Lord Christ and begin to trust in their own righteousness, strength, power, faith, 

or poverty—be accepted as heirs.  Only those who believe in Christ for their everything and find 

everything in Him are counted worthy.  Doing so is what we call faith. 

 

These see nothing of themselves to give in order to obtain such a treasure as eternal life.  They 

despair of themselves but not of God.  They trust in Him, and truly believe according to His 

Word alone that eternal life is theirs, all because of Christ.  They take Jesus’ words as applied to 

them.   

 

Where He says, Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light—to Him they come 

(Matthew 11:28-30). 

 

Where He says, My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me, they hear 

His voice and follow—wherever the Good Shepherd leads them (John 10:27), for they know that 

He will lead them only in what is for their good. 

 

Where Jesus says, Take eat…Take drink, there they eat and drink, for the forgiveness of their 

sins (Matthew 26:26-27; Mark 14:22-24).   

 

And where He says, Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me, 

in Jesus is where faith will be (John 14:1), for His Word is sure and His promises lasting. 
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These words of our Lord are not at all to suggest that life in this world will get easier for our 

flesh.  It won’t.  The flesh lusts against the spirit and the spirit against the flesh (Galatians 

5:17).   

 

Rather than get easier, life may become more challenging, not on account of God’s mercy, but 

on account of the devil’s, world’s, and our own sinful nature’s hatred of Christ and everything 

good.  Your struggle with your own sin will intensify and your desire to be rid of your sinful 

nature will magnify.  And greater will you look to Christ for help and His mercy. 

 

It is for this reason that Jesus concludes today’s Gospel text with those encouraging words, 

Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or 

father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not receive a 

hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children 

and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 
 

Just the opposite of the rich man who was not willing to give up his riches and possessions to 

follow the Lord Christ, Jesus’ disciples, Peter says, Left everything and followed Him.  And 

they would have their reward, not only in the age to come, but also in the present.   

 

These rewards are to be seen as rewards of God’s grace, not as rewards of merit.  And all the 

more glorious and bountiful these are, for they truly are unexpected and undeserved.  They are 

not as the world sees reward, but the very precious gifts and promises of God. 

 

Unlike those who hold on to the things of this life, whether money, wealth, pride, or family, 

those who forsake these for Christ’s sake and for the gospel, who fear, love and trust in God 

above all things, looking to Jesus alone for that eternal inheritance and for the peace which 

passes all human understanding—these are promised an abundance of gifts, undeserved, by God.  

And they will be sure to have them, because of God’s kindness and favor.   

 

Instead of seeking to hold onto the things of this life and your own ways, believe in Christ and 

hold onto His Word.  Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring 

it to pass (Psalm 37:5).  Amen. 


