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The Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Sunday 2009B 

457 Jesus Christ is Risen Today DDDD    

Gloria: 465 Now All the Vault of Heav’n Resounds 

*633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing DDDD 

482 This Joyful Eastertide 

Comm: 490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won , 643 Sent Forth By God’s Blessing 

 

 “He Is Risen!” 
 

1
When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome bought 

spices, so that they might go and anoint him.  
2
And very early on the first day of the week, when the 

sun had risen, they went to the tomb.  
3
And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away 

the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?”  
4
And looking up, they saw that the stone had been 

rolled back—it was very large.  
5
And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right 

side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed.  
6
And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed.  

You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He has risen; he is not here.  See the place where 

they laid him.  
7
But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee.  There you 

will see him, just as he told you.”  
8
And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and 

astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. (Mark 16:1–8) 

 

 
He is Risen!  He is Risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

The expectation of those women, of Mary Magdalene and Mary the Mother of James 

and Salome went unmet on that Easter Sunday so many years ago.  Their expectation 

went unmet because the Lord’s words had truly come to pass, just as He had said they 

would.  Jesus was faithful to the very last syllable.  Those women were coming to the 

tomb where Jesus’ body was laid just two days before in order to anoint him.  The 

men who had placed Jesus’ body there (Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus, John 

19:38-39) hadn’t enough time to do all that needed to be done.  Jesus was really dead.  

And therefore, a proper burial according to Jewish custom, was fitting. 

 

The women, and even all of Jesus’ disciples, had expected Jesus to still be in the 

tomb on that first day of the week.  They believed Him to be dead.  And as it is for all 

who have died, the dead do not come back to life.   

 

Jesus had breathed His last (Mark 15:39).  The spear had pierced His side, and there, 

blood and water had really flowed (John 19:34; Zechariah 12:10 & Revelation 1:7), 

indicating that Jesus’ life was no longer.  The soldiers, who knew whether one was 

dead or not, vouched for His expiration.  As much as Jesus’ disciples would have 

wanted Jesus not to be dead, the reality of what was they could not change. 

 

This is what makes that Easter Sunday so many years ago, and today’s proclamation 

of it, so—miraculous.  Nowhere in history has a dead man actually raised himself 

from the dead.  There are accounts, of course, of others through whom God brought 



 2 

the dead back to life in both the Old and the New Testament.  And there are myths 

and legends of the dead coming back to life.  But we’re not talking about myth, 

legend, or fairy tale here.  Nor are we merely talking about someone who only 

somehow made it look like he had died or someone who was nearly dead.  We’re 

talking about One whose breath had actually ceased, whose heart had stopped 

beating, whose life had ended, and whose last will and testament had been sealed. 

 

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead is not fiction.  It’s not simply 

a story with a happy ending.  It’s not about rising above all that ails you and 

overcoming.  It’s about the then dead Jesus who “was crucified, died, and was 

buried” now alive—bodily.  “On the third day He rose again from the dead.” 

 

And ust as we’re not talking about Jesus as myth, legend, fairytale, or deceiver, so 

with His resurrection we’re not talking about a spiritual resurrection, as seems to be 

becoming more and more common to hear.  The fact that science or reason can’t 

explain or make sense out of something doesn’t make it less true.  It simply means 

that science and human reason have their limitations.  And such is the case here with 

reference to the resurrection of our Lord, as well as with any and all other articles of 

the Christian faith.   

 

If you don’t believe in the Creation account as recorded in the Old Testament book of 

Genesis, do you believe in the actual bodily resurrection of Jesus from the dead as the 

Scripture teaches, which is also the central tenet of the Christian faith?  And if you do 

believe in the physical resurrection of Jesus, why don’t you believe in the other 

accounts of Scripture as well? 

 

The Word of God is one in the same. It’s not one way here and another way there.   

You can’t pick and choose what part to believe and which part to deny.  It’s not up to 

you to select what you like and what you don’t as in a buffet line.  Nor can you put 

your own meaning on this text or that text.  Scripture interprets Scripture.  This is 

another way of saying that “God means what He says and says what He means.” 

 

Popular today, however, is giving new and different meanings to words to make them 

more tangible and acceptable to the unbeliever and by the unbeliever.  The 

resurrection of Jesus, for example, scripturally means nothing else than bodily, 

physical resurrection.  But more and more church bodies and so-called “Christians” 

don’t mean resurrection in this way anymore.  Many do still use the word, but they’ve 

basically emptied it of any Biblical substance.  They discount a bodily resurrection 

and speak only of a ‘spiritual’ one.  They talk about Jesus “being alive,” but they 

don’t mean that He literally appeared to Mary or to the disciples, or to the over 500 at 

once, as testified by Paul in today’s Epistle reading. They say, “Happy Easter,” but 

Jesus really and truly having risen from the dead is the furthest thing from their mind.  
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Compromising the Christian faith so that it is less and less offensive to the 

unbelieving ear is today increasing at an alarming rate.  Sin is no longer considered 

sin.  God’s Word doesn’t mean what it says.  It means what you want it to mean.  

More and more ‘christians’ are believing this way.  But this is a Christianity of one’s 

own making, not that of the Bible.  What God would have you believe He makes 

known to you in Holy Scripture.  And this is the Christian faith-believing the Christ 

of the Bible who said and did, who died and who lives, just as recorded.  And then 

one will believe the rest the Bible, too. 

 

The meaning that God has given to His Holy Word hasn’t changed.  It’s people trying 

to make His Word less believable that’s the culprit.  People are always trying to 

figure out how to explain that which is simply to be believed.  By nature, we won’t 

believe unless we have proof.  But the one thing that is needed here is not 

explanation, opinion, experience, observation, or feelings, but only God’s revelation 

in Jesus Christ.  God’s Word means something.  And it is true.  Jesus life, death, and 

resurrection mean something.  And these are true, literal accounts of what was. 

 

Jesus’ resurrection means that all that Christ said and did, His Word and His Work, is 

approved and accepted by the Father.  His resurrection from the dead means that 

death no longer has the last word.  Your sin and your death is and will not be the end 

of you.  Christ’s resurrection means that your life is Christ and newness of life.  

Death no longer has dominion over you, and neither does your sin or the devil.  These 

have been done away with as your master.  You now serve another. You serve Him 

who lives and reigns forever and ever.  And because Jesus rose from the dead, you 

also have the certainty of resurrection unto life (John 5:29) by Him who is “the 

resurrection and the life” (John 11:25). 

 

The resurrection of Jesus from the dead, Easter Sunday, means that Christ’s Word is 

true.  The women who had gone to that tomb that morning years ago came with the 

certain expectation that Jesus would still be there, just as they had seen Him laid 

there. But their expectations and the expectations of Jesus’ disciples went unmet.  

They went unmet because Jesus was faithful to His Word.  Jesus had told them 

beforehand that “The Son of Man” would “be delivered to the chief priests and to the 

scribes,” and that “they” would condemn Him to death and deliver Him to the 

Gentiles,” and that “they” would mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and 

kill Him.”  And all of these things happened to Jesus.  But so did Jesus’ last word 

here also come to pass.  He also had said that, “the third day He” would “rise again.” 

(Mark 10:33-34, see also 8:31 & 9:31). 

 

Jesus kept that Word and none of His Word fails.  That unmet expectation of the 

women and the disciples was of their own making.  The Lord had said something 
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else.  Though everything else say otherwise, God’s Word remains true.  Even death 

cannot change this.  According to His Word, you have the sure confidence of sin’s 

forgiven and peace with God.  You have real reason for rejoicing, today and 

everyday.  This is so because of Jesus, because He is no longer in the tomb, but 

because He is risen!  He is Risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Amen. 


