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2
nd
 Sunday in Lent, 2010C 

579 “The Law is Good and Wise” 

*589 “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens” 

708 “Lord, Thee I Love With All My Heart” 
 

“The Longingness of the Lord—And His Judgment” 

 
31
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus], “Get away from here, for Herod 

wants to kill you.” 
32
And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons 

and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. 
33
Nevertheless, I 

must go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that a prophet 

should perish away from Jerusalem.’ 
34
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets 

and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together 

as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not! 
35
Behold, your house is 

forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord!’” Luke 13:31-35 (ESV) 

 

JESUS’ DETERMINATION—TOWARD THE JERUSALEM AND THE CROSS 

 

Nothing—Nothing was going to deter Jesus from what His Father had given Him to do.  The 

first part of this morning’s Gospel has to do with just this truth.  The Pharisees had come to 

Jesus and tried to ‘get Him out of town.’  But it wasn’t going to work.  They wanted Him out 

of here.  But He wasn’t going to go. 

 

Jesus was going to do what the Father had given Him to do.  He was going to fulfill the will 

of Him who sent Him.  In the words of the text, Jesus said, Behold, I cast out demons and 

perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. 

 

For this reason Jesus came, as He Himself says, My food is to do the will of Him who sent 

Me, and to finish His work (John 4:34).  And again He says, I have come down from 

heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me (John 6:38). 

 

And what was that will of the Father that Jesus was so intent on completing?  What was the 

task that He was sure to fulfill?—None other than death in the city of Jerusalem—None other 

than the shedding of His own blood.  And why?  Because He deserved to die?  Not at all.  

Jesus went to Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it 

in order to bring about your salvation—in order to make payment  for your sins—in order to 

appease God’s wrath and anger for the sins you commit each and every day—in order to pay 

the price for the sins you’ve inherited from Adam and Eve’s fall in the garden. 

 

Before the Fall, everything was perfect.  Then, everything was in complete peace—until Satan 

in deception, tempted Eve.  And Eve being tempted, she also gave the forbidden fruit to her 

husband.  Innocence was then lost.  Peace with God was no more.  Since that time, man has 

been at enmity with God.  Since then, there has been death in the world, and we are in the 

hold of the evil one until God snatches us out of his clutches and delivers us from death—

even eternal death. 
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It is just for that reason that Jesus came, that Jesus set His face like a flint, keeping His eyes 

on the goal of your redemption, your deliverance from death and the devil, your salvation, and 

your peace with God (Isaiah 50:7).  No Herod, no king, no person, no one was going to deter 

Jesus from this task given Him by the Father.  And not even death was going to move Him to 

cower from His heavenly mission.   

 

Such is the love of God the Son for you.  So determined was He that He endured temptations, 

rejection, mockery, death, and even His own Father turning His back on Him—for you.  He 

bore the weight of the world’s sin—and all of your sin—every bit of it—when He was 

crucified—in order that you have true and everlasting comfort—in order that God’s righteous 

judgment of sin not be on you—for it was on Him. 

 

The first part of today’s Gospel is about Jesus’ determination to complete the work that His 

Father gave Him to do, even that work of dying on the accursed cross.  The second part, in 

relation to the first, can also be said to be about Jesus’ determination—but in the sense of His 

longingness—for Jerusalem—and according to the words of the text, says, How often would 

I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings and 

you would not! 

 

THE LONGINGNESS OF OUR LORD JESUS  

 

This truth of God’s longingness for the sinner, I think, most can appreciate.  Most can 

appreciate it, at least in a sense, because it is commonly accepted that God is love.  In fact, in 

John’s first letter, he comes right our and says that, God is love! (1 John 4:8, 16).  I also think 

that most people agree that this is true.  Even the hardened sinner believes that hell is not his 

lot.  They might even say that, “God wouldn’t condemn me for that” or “It can’t really be that 

bad.”  If we really believed how bad things were, we would want to change our ways.  But as 

it is—we believe things not to be as bad as God makes them to be. 

 

But as we look at the words of our Lord before us, Jesus is telling us just how bad things 

really are—not only for Jerusalem—but for all who would remain in their sin.  And yet, here 

we also see the grace of God reaching out.   

 

The Lord longs for sinners to turn from their wicked ways.  This is the Lord’s desire, as we 

hear in St. Paul’s letter to Timothy, that God desires all men to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4). 

 

Our Lord Jesus Himself says There will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 

repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance (Luke 15:7). 

 

Through the prophet Ezekiel, our Lord says, 'As I live,' says the Lord GOD, 'I have no 

pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live.  The 

prophet then continues and says, Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, 

O house of Israel?' (Ezekiel 33:11). 
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These latter words of our Lord through Ezekiel bring us back to the text before us.  God sent 

prophet after prophet to His own chosen people—calling them to repentance—calling them to 

turn from their sinful ways—in order to save them.  Ezekiel was such a prophet, to whom God 

had said, Son of man, I am sending you to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation 

that has rebelled against Me; they and their fathers have transgressed against Me to this 

very day. For they are impudent and stubborn children. I am sending you to them, and 

you shall say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD.' As for them, whether they hear or 

whether they refuse -- for they are a rebellious house -- yet they will know that a prophet 

has been among them. And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them nor be afraid of 

their words, though briers and thorns are with you and you dwell among scorpions; do 

not be afraid of their words or dismayed by their looks, though they are a rebellious 

house. You shall speak My words to them, whether they hear or whether they refuse, for 

they are rebellious (Ezekiel 2:3-7). 

 

God sent the prophets Jeremiah and Isaiah and Elijah and Elisha, and many others, in order 

that His people return to worshipping only Him—the One who saved them from their 

enemies—who gave them their food—who provided for all of their needs.  But indeed, as 

Jesus Himself rightly says, they killed the prophets and stoned those who were sent.  The 

same people who God desired to save—they rejected God’s salvation. 

 

The first part I think we can get, that God desires the sinner’s salvation.  God is love, right?  

The patience of God is unsurpassed.  It is abundant and great, as the Psalmist says, The 

LORD is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, and abounding in mercy (Psalm 103:8). 

 

It is true that God is love, but the how of God’s love—this is another matter.  Most people 

believe God to be love in ‘looking the other way’, not judging/condemning the sinner, 

tolerating all sorts of immorality and self-gratification because, well, God being love means 

that He gives us what we want.  God being love means having a god in your own pocket who 

agrees with you, supports what you do, and isn’t always negative—really, a god of 

convenience. 

 

But such a god is not the God of Scripture, nor yours.  God isn’t the god in your pocket, to 

pull out when convenient.  God doesn’t look the other way.  He does judge.  He does 

condemn.  He doesn’t and He won’t tolerate all the immorality that’s going on today,  nor the 

immorality within your own hearts.  It’s not He who is to agree with you, but you with Him.  

God does point out your sin, not just when it might be convenient for you, but always—with 

His Law convicting you of your sin—that you flee to Your Savior—to Jesus, the One whom 

the Father sent.   

 

God is love, but He is the God of love who sent His only begotten Son to bear your sin for 

you—to take your judgment for you—to die on the cross—for you—that you know and 

believe God to be the God of love the right way—in Jesus Christ, for outside of Jesus Christ, 

God is not the God of love, but God the unmerciful judge. 
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THE JUDGMENT OF OUR LORD 

This brings us to the third part of today’s Gospel—that of God’s righteous judgment.  God is 

just and right to judge and condemn sin.  He is indeed a loving God. But by no means does 

this imply in any way that God is not a just God.  We easily forget this point. He won’t let the 

sinner go free unless that sinner’s sin is on Jesus.  Unless you’re sins are on Jesus, you’re sins 

are still on you, and you remain responsible for them. 

 

But we’d much rather talk about God’s love as the world understands it, as would everyone 

else, so that we can keep doing what we want to do.  But there is that other word of our Lord, 

too—that Word of our Lord that we don’t like to hear—that Word of truth that hurts—that 

Word of judgment upon the sinner. 

 

The third part of today’s Gospel has to do with such a word.  It is that word which none like 

to hear. Even we get uncomfortable talking about it—God’s judgment on all who reject Him.  

But this just what Jesus is talking about in the Gospel.  He even says concerning Jerusalem, 

Behold, your house is forsaken (ESV). 

 

Time after time God had sent His prophets.  Them they killed.  God sent John the Baptist.  

Him they beheaded.  Then God sent Jesus.  And Him they rejected and crucified.  And even 

though this was God’s very Son sent to deliver them from sin, death, and the devil, Him they 

did to as they pleased.  They ignored His warnings.  They ignored His call to repentance.  

They ignored His message of Good News.  And for this reason, Jerusalem would fall.  And in 

70 A.D., it did, in fulfillment of Jesus’ Word. 

 

It would be tempting to stop here.  It would be tempting to end this sermon on a note 

concerning others’ sins—their rejection—their hardheadedness—their stubbornness to what 

God had said.  That might make us feel better.  But the truth is, these words of our Lord are 

also words of warning to you.  They are words to warn you of what will be if you remain in 

your sin—and if your sin remains on you—if you deny the Word spoken to you today—if you 

refuse to repent of your idolatries, your lack of love, your disobedience—if you reject the 

forgiveness won for you on Christ’s cross, declared to you in the absolution, preached in the 

sermon, and given in the Lord’s Supper. 

 

Think not that the Lord’s Word of warning is only for others and not for you.  What happened 

to the Jews in Jerusalem in 70 A.D. with the city’s destruction is a foreshadowing of what is 

to come on the last day.  St. Peter says that The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 

night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt 

with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up (2 Peter 

3:10).  The day of reckoning is soon approaching, when God will separate His own from 

those who are not His own.  

 

Jesus says that, Not everyone who says…'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven 

(Matthew 7:21).   

 

And in another place, He says, Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to 

you, will seek to enter and will not be able. When once the Master of the house has risen 
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up and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, 

'Lord, Lord, open for us,' and He will answer and say to you, 'I do not know you, where 

you are from,' then you will begin to say, 'We ate and drank in Your presence, and You 

taught in our streets.' But He will say, 'I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. 

Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.' (Luke 13:24-27) 

 

Do not rest in your own security, nor believe how good you are, nor that God will overlook 

your minor flaws.  Don’t believe that your sins, any of them, are only little in God’s eyes and 

of no consequence.  They’re not.  Instead, see them as God sees them.  See them rightly—as 

deserving of God’s wrath and His judgment.  Then you will see yourself rightly—in need of 

someone else to save you—in need of a Savior—in need of Jesus Christ.  Only in Him will 

you escape God’s coming judgment upon the sinful world, the world that rejects Christ, even 

as Jerusalem did.   Only in Him you’re your sins not on you.  In Him, they are no more. 

 

Therefore, don’t let go of Jesus.  And don’t think that you don’t need Him—or His Word—or 

His Sacraments—His means of grace—for it is through these that our Lord comes to you that 

you stay safe and certain in Him.  And it is through these means and according to His Word 

that He keeps you and draws you to Himself—that you continue in the faith and not reject His 

as others have. Amen. 

 

The peace that passes all human understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 


