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Lent 5, 2010C 

912 “Christ Is Our Cornerstone” 

*430 “My Song Is Love Unknown” 

644 The Church’s One Foundation” 

Comm: 619 “Thy Body, Given For Me, O Savior” 

 

 

“Jesus Is The Stone The Builders Rejected” 

 
9
[Jesus] began to tell the people this parable:  “A man planted a vineyard and let it out to tenants 

and went into another country for a long while. 
10
When the time came, he sent a servant to the 

tenants, so that they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him 

and sent him away empty-handed. 
11
And he sent another servant. But they also beat and treated 

him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 
12
And he sent yet a third. This one also they 

wounded and cast out. 
13
Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my 

beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.’ 
14
But when the tenants saw him, they said to 

themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may be ours.’ 
15
And they 

threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to 

them? 
16
He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When they 

heard this, they said, “Surely not!” 
17
But he looked directly at them and said, “What then is this 

that is written: 

      ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’? 

 
18
“Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will 

crush him.” 

      
19
The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they 

perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they feared the people. 
20
So they 

watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that they might catch him in something 

he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the governor (Luke 20:9-20). 

 

 

Christ is our cornerstone (LSB 912).  Upon Him does the church build.  Christ is the Church’s 

one foundation.  There is none other.  No other foundation can anyone lay than that which is 

laid, which is Jesus Christ, says St. Paul (1 Corinthians 3:11).   

 

Therefore does the Church preach Christ crucified (1 Corinthians 1:23).  He is “the solid rock 

upon which we stand.  All other ground is sinking sand” (LSB 575/6 “My Hope Is Built On 

Nothing Less”). 

 

There is no other Savior than the Savior God has already given.  And there is no other message 

that the Church is to give than that which she has already been given—that which is according to 

the very Word of the living God. 

 

This is not just the church saying and the pastors preaching, “This is the Word of the Lord.”  

Many, if not all, I would imagine, would and do indeed say this.  There aren’t many preachers 

and church bodies, I would hope, that believe that what they’re teaching and preaching is false 

and contrary to God’s Word.  Just the opposite is true.  They believe that what they’re teaching 

and preaching is in fact true.  But the issue here is not what one believes to be true or false.  The 
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issue is what is true and what is false?  What is according to God’s Word and what is not?  What 

is man’s doctrine, distinguished from what is God’s doctrine? 

 

All churches in Christendom today believe, teach, and confess something about Jesus.  They use 

His Name.  They talk about Him.  They even talk about what He did.   

 

But the question here is, what do they say about Him?  How do they use His Name?  What did 

He do, and why did He do it?  How is Jesus our Savior and what does He save us from?  Who is 

He and what kind of Savior is He?  Is He the ONLY Savior or His He only one among many?  

Has Christ done it all, or has He not? 

 

The answers to these questions will vary, depending on who you ask, and they demonstrate the 

great disunity within Christendom.  It’s really not just a matter of opinion or interpretation as 

some assume.  It’s more than that.  It really comes down to faith, faith in what God says and 

Christ Jesus, or unbelief in and of the same.  Disbelief of the truth is denial of the truth, and 

rejection of what God has made known. 

 

This is why the church of Christ is to remain faithful and steadfast to the Word and in God’s Son.  

If she doesn’t, she goes astray and wanders from the truth.   

 

Faithfulness to Christ means remaining in and trusting God’s Word and not departing from it.  

It’s not just saying, “I believe what the Bible says,” but actually believing what the Bible says. 

Many might indeed say that they believe what the Bible says—and they might even say that the 

Bible is God’s Word, but what they really mean might be totally different than what you mean.   

 

You mean to say that the Bible—in its entirety—is God’s Word, not just the parts you like or 

understand.  Thus, you try to change—and let the text remain as it is.  Others, however, might 

say that the Bible is partly—or even mostly—God’s Word, depending on our understanding of 

it—or how much it makes sense—or even—how much it agrees with us and our ways.  Thus, 

they try to change Scripture—let us remain as we are. 

 

Adapting the Scripture to ourselves and our way of thinking and living will never do.  This is not 

only a misuse and abuse of the text of Holy Writ.  It is unbelief in the very gifts and revelation of 

God.  This is the same error of the scribes and the chief priests of Jesus’ day.  They believed 

themselves not to need changing, but rather, that God Himself needed changing and that was in 

the wrong. 

 

The scribes and chief priests, as well as the people who followed and believed them thought that 

they were the righteous ones, the holy ones, the good people.  They did things right.  They kept 

the law.  They did the commandments as God had given them.  Or so they thought.  They were 

deceived in thinking that they were the only ones who were right.  They departed from Holy 

Scripture and followed their own traditions (Matthew 15:3, 6).  And because they built on 

another foundation than that of God’s Word, they had no solid ground to stand on when things 

fell.   
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In the parable that Jesus told in today’s Gospel about the owner of the vineyard and the wicked 

tenants, we see that the religious establishment of Jesus’ day was not built on the truth of God’s 

Word.  Even they, that is, the scribes and chief priests, even they perceived that Jesus had told 

the parable against them. 

 

Unlike us, Jesus was straight up and direct.  He didn’t beat around the bush.  He wasn’t 

apprehensive to say what needed to be said—because it needed to be said.  The truth does hurt.  

It hurts our pride, our ego, our self-esteem, and our self-made delusions.  It crushes our vanity. 

 

Those scribes and chief priests of Jesus’ day thought that they were in the right.  But in truth, 

they were the ones who were following in the footsteps of their forefathers.  They beat the Lord’s 

servants, the prophets, whom God sent to them.  They mistreated them, treated them shamefully, 

and sent them away as insignificant messenger boys. 

 

The prophets of the Old Testament had a difficult life, worldly speaking.  They spoke what they 

were given to speak.  And the people often didn’t listen, nor did the people like what they did 

hear. 

 

Listen to what is written of them in 2 Chronicles: 2 Chronicles 36:15-16 The LORD God of 

their fathers sent warnings to them by His messengers, rising up early and sending them, 

because He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place. But they mocked the 

messengers of God, despised His words, and scoffed at His prophets…(2 Chronicles 26:15-

16).  And yet, the Lord sent His servants because of His compassion and love. 

 

When Jesus came, the religious leaders heeded Him not.  They treated Him shamefully.  And as 

Jesus foretold, they Threw Him out of the vineyard and killed Him.  They did to Him as they 

pleased.  As they did to the prophets and John the Baptist before Him, so they did to Jesus.  And 

as they did to Jesus, so do they do to those whom God sends today to preach and to proclaim His 

Word, that sinners turn from their sin and believe the Gospel. 

 

Things haven’t changed much in this respect.  People are still people.  They still rejected God 

and His ways.  The world rejected Jesus then.  They reject Jesus now.  And they reject all who 

follow Him.  

 

Jesus says, If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. "If you 

were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I 

chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you (John 15:18-19). 

 

He also says, Do not marvel if the world hates you (1 John 3:13). 

 

Here you might say, “It’s not supposed to work this way.  It’s not supposed to be that Jesus, the 

Savior of the world, the One who died to save us from our sins, is hated—rejected—and cast out 

as nothing.”  What Jesus did for us we can compare nothing to.  He is our salvation, our hope, 

our life, our joy. 
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These things are true.  But also true is the fact that some do shun Him, reject Him, and refuse His 

love and forgiveness.  They seek to save themselves, to live for themselves, to gratify 

themselves, and to make a life for themselves.   

 

But all who do these things will be broken and crushed.  They will get what’s coming to them.  

But you, hold fast to Christ.  Though Jesus be rejected, He has become the cornerstone.  

Though He be laughed at, scorned, ridiculed, or held to be ‘good for nothing’, He is the ONE 

foundation.  He is the solid rock on which the Church stands.   

 

And should the Church that bears His Name be held in contempt, put down, or ignored, let that 

be His concern.  Rather than fret and worry, may we be bold in our confession of Christ, for we 

are members of an enduring kingdom and children of God.   Our citizenship is in heaven, from 

which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ (Philippians 3:20). 

 

If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of 

God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. But 

let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people's 

matters. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify 

God in this matter. For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if 

it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? 

Now "If the righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly and the sinner 

appear?" Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to 

Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator (1 Peter 4:14-19). 

 

St. Paul says that God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, 

and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are 

mighty; and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, 

and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should 

glory in His presence (1 Corinthians 1:27-29). 

 

That which the world rejects, God uses.  That which the world deems to be useless, God 

magnifies.  So it is with Christ.  They did to Him as they would.  He suffered and died on the 

cross in crucifixion.  Yet it is through these that He forgives you your sins.  It is through Christ 

and Him crucified that the Church is built, Having been built on the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets (Ephesians 2:20), on both the Old and New Testaments. 

 

This is the truth, and no unbelief or rejection will ever change it.  The Church of Christ preaches 

Christ—the Son of God—the crucified One—The resurrected One.  He was dead, but behold, 

He is alive forevermore (Revelations 1:18).   

 

This message is not appealing to those who are gods unto themselves.  But it is true and 

everlasting comfort to those who seek the sure and only salvation of God.  Amen. 
 

 


