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Easter 4, 2010C 

592 “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” 

*709 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 

710 “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want” 

 

“The Lord’s Sheep Hear His Voice” 

 
22
At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 

23
and Jesus was walking 

in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 
24
So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How 

long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”  

 
25
Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my 

Father’s name bear witness about me, 
26
but you do not believe because you are not part of my 

flock.  

 
27
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.  

 
28
I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of 

my hand.  
29
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out 

of the Father’s hand. 
30
I and the Father are one.” (John 10:22-30) 

 

Following the Good Shepherd.  This is what the Lord’s sheep do.  They know not any other voice.  His 

voice they hear.  They follow Him.  He gives them eternal life.  And no one will take them out of His 

hand.  These words of our Lord are faithful and true.  They are spirit and they are life (Revelation 

3:14; 19:11; 22:6; John 6:63).  Jesus is one with the Father, just as He says.  This we confess by the 

words of the Nicene Creed, “God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.”  Jesus as one with the Father 

is God Himself, God incarnate, He who became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14).  This is He 

who Himself likewise shared in the same flesh and blood as us, that through death He might 

destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and release those who through fear of 

death were all their lifetime subject to bondage (Hebrews 2:14-15).  Being in the form of God, He 

did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the 

form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.  And being found in appearance as a 

man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross 
(Philippians 2:5-8). 

 

This Christ who was crucified and rose the third day is the Good Shepherd today’s Gospel who laid 

down His life for the sheep.  As our Lord says, No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of 

Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have 

received from My Father (John 10:18).  This command He has fulfilled-fulfilling all righteousness 

and fulfilling all Scripture (Matthew 3:15; Luke 24:44, 46).  Nothing else is to be done for our 

salvation.  Christ has done it all.   

 

And because He has, we confess Him to be our Savior and the Savior of the world.  This is what the 

Lord’s sheep do.  His wonderful work cannot be hidden.  Nor can His Words be left unspoken.  A city 

that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on 

a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house (Matthew 5:14-15).  What is in the heart 

is declared through the mouth.  With the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the 

mouth confession is made unto salvation.  For the Scripture says, ‘Whoever believes on Him will 

not be put to shame’ and whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved (Romans 10:10-

11, 13).   
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These two go together, believing and confessing.  God has given both the what to believe in the heart 

and the words to say with the mouth.  In the words of the Introduction to the blue hymnal, Lutheran 

Worship (resting on the back of the chairs) “Our Lord speaks and we listen.  His Word bestows what it 

says.  Faith that is born from what is heard acknowledges the gifts received with eager thankfulness 

and praise.  Music is drawn into this thankfulness and praise, enlarging and elevating the adoration of 

our gracious giver God.  Saying back to Him what He has said to us, we repeat what is most true and 

sure.  Most true and sure is His name, which He put upon us with the water of our Baptism.  We are 

His.  This we acknowledge at the beginning of the Divine Service.  Where His name is, there is He.  

Before Him we acknowledge that we are sinners, and we plead for forgiveness.  His forgiveness is 

given us, and we, freed and forgiven, acclaim Him as our great and gracious God as we apply to 

ourselves the words He has used to make Himself known to us.  The rhythm of our worship is from 

him to us, and then from us back to Him.  He gives His gifts, and together we receive and extol them” 

(LW, p6). 

 

We receive from the Lord all of His benefits and we rejoicingly respond with the great, ‘Amen’, 

speaking back to Him what He has spoken to us, even as the Psalmist says, I will praise You, O 

LORD, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Your marvelous works.  I will be glad and rejoice 

in You; I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High (Psalm 9:1-2).  The sheep of the Lord, of 

themselves, shy away from proclaiming the Lord’s goodness.  But in the Lord, they become bold and 

courageous and confess the truth.  Because they hear His voice, they know that He is for them, not 

against them.  They know that He is on their side, and that nothing can separate them from His love 

(Romans 8:37-39).  Because the Lord has given the faith to believe through His Spirit, they will and 

do make known among the nations what He has done (Psalm 105:1). 

 

Therefore do you, too, proclaim Jesus Christ to be not only the world’s Savior, but also your own. 

There is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12).  

This truth you too confess.  Only through Christ do you have forgiveness of sins.  Only through Him 

do you have peace with God, a conscience free from blame, and guilt removed.  The Lord has not 

dealt with us according to our sins, Nor punished us according to our iniquities.  For as the 

heavens are high above the earth, So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; As far as 

the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us (Psalm 103:10-12). 

 

Those who are of the Lord’s sheep declare Christ to be savior from sin, death, and the power of the 

devil.  They hear His voice of forgiveness and apply it to themselves, believing it, for it is theirs.  

Though the Lord’s forgiveness is not deserved, for the sake of Christ’s work is it given.  The Lord’s 

sheep cling to Him and desire His grace and mercy.  And He delivers, just as He promises.  He knows 

them and they follow.  Inside and out, your Lord know of your strengths and weaknesses, but His 

mercy endures forever (Psalm 118:1).   

 

Because He knows you, He knows your sin.  You stand naked before Him.  But because He knows 

you, He makes Himself known—to cleanse, to purify, and to sanctify.  He clothes you with His 

righteousness.  You stand before God forgiven and holy in Christ.  All our righteousnesses are like 

filthy rags, but His are shining and exceedingly white, like snow (Isaiah 64:6; Mark 9:3).  Not in 

your own righteousness do you stand, but in His.  In Him, you are holy and without blemish 

(Ephesians 5:27). 

 

This is the confession that the Lord’s sheep make—that Christ is their Righteousness.  All who believe 

in Christ hear His voice and follow Him, not only by faith but also in word and in deed, wherever He 
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leads, according to His Word.  Our Lord says, I will instruct you and teach you in the way you 

should go; I will guide you with My eye (Psalm 32:8).  This is none other than the way of Truth.  

From this our Lord does not lead astray.  He is the Good Shepherd who makes to lie down in the green 

pastures, leads to the still waters, restores the soul, leads in the paths of righteousness, is with you, 

comforts with rod and staff, prepares a table, anoints the head with oil, and through whom we dwell in 

the house of the Lord forever (Psalm 23).  The Lord Jesus says, If you abide in My word, you are 

My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free (John 8:31-

32).  This Word is none other than the Word proceeding from the very lips of Christ, the word of life, 

not death; and hope, not despair.   

 

God holds close to Himself His sheep by means of His Word.  So St. James says, Draw near to God 

and He will draw near to you” (James 4:8).  As He calls, His sheep hear, and draw near to hear the 

proclamation of His Holy Word and to receive His blessed body and blood, given and shed for the 

forgiveness of sins.  These are not despised, but upheld as God’s means of grace, through which God 

forgives sins and reveals His goodness and mercy.  And so we say with the Psalmist, it is good for me 

to draw near to God; I have put my trust in the Lord GOD, That I may declare all Your works 
(Psalm 73:28). 

 

This you do as you believe the Lord’s promises and continue in the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

receiving from Him what He gives and declaring His truth in word and song.  This you continue to do 

as you hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful 

(Hebrews 10:23).  So we pray, Uphold me according to Your word, that I may live; And do not let 

me be ashamed of my hope (Psalm 119:116).  And He answers, Fear not, for I am with you; Be not 

dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with 

My righteous right hand (Isaiah 41:10).  He also says, I am the Good Shepherd; and I know My 

sheep, and am known by My own (John 10:14). 

 

This comfort the Lord’s sheep have from the Father, both now and that that may not stray, that they 

are His.  And being His, they have eternal life and will never perish.  This our Lord has promised.  He 

also promises that no one will snatch them out of His hand.  This is so because they are His sheep and 

hear His voice.  He knows them and desiring to come after Him, they “deny themselves, take up their 

cross, and follow Him” (Matthew 16:24).  Believing in His Word, they trust His promises.  They apply 

God’s Word of forgiveness to themselves and “walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7).  These 

our Lord upholds by means of His promise.  They take God at His Word and do not love the world.  

They know the world deceives, but that the Lord brings to light, and births new life into being.  If 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have 

become new (2 Corinthians 5:17).  To all who believe on His Name, He gives the right to become 

the children of God: who are born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 

man, but of God (John 1:12-13). 

 

Through the waters of Holy Baptism, God brought you into His sheepfold.  You are born of God.  You 

are His children, purchased “not with gold or silver, but with His Holy precious blood and with His 

innocent suffering and death” (Meaning to 2
nd
 Article of the Apostles’ Creed).   He is your Good 

Shepherd who laid down His life for you.  His sheep you are by means of His calling, His love, His 

grace.  Therefore do you hear His voice, believe His Word, and follow Him—because you are His 

sheep and not another’s.  To you He promises eternal life.  Only remain in Him, receiving His Body 

and blood, and believe His Word of life and salvation.  These keep you.  He preserves you.  And the 

Lord sustains you, now and forevermore.  Amen. 
 


