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2
nd
 Sunday of Easter, 2010C 

487 “Come, You Faithful Raise the Strain” 

*471 “O Sons and Daughters of the King” (All: 1-2, 9; Women & Girls: 3, 5, 7; Men & Boys: 4, 6, 8) 

602 “The Gifts Christ Freely Gives” 

 

“The Peace of the Lord is Yours in Christ” 

 
19
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 

disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.” 
20
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 

Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 
21
Jesus said to them again, “Peace 

be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 
22
And when he had 

said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23
If you forgive 

the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is 

withheld.” 

      
24
Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 
25
So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 

“Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the 

nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

      
26
Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” 
2
7Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put 

out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 
28
Thomas 

answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29
Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because 

you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

      
30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; 
31
but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. (John 20:19–

31) 

 

After Thomas had seen the Lord and exclaimed, My Lord and my God!, Jesus had then 

said, Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.  This blessedness of 

those who have not seen and yet believed comes by God’s Word and work, not by man’s.   

 

To be blessed by the God of heaven is nothing other than to be given what one cannot 

attain and to receive what one cannot earn.  Faith receives God’s gifts.  It doesn’t take but 

accepts what is given.  Faith is not seeing.  Faith is believing the very promises of God, 

even against what the eyes tell us, and what we know according to our senses and 

understanding. 

 

No one living today was present when God created the heaven and the earth.  Nor was 

anyone in the garden with Adam and Eve when God made it, on the ark with Noah, 

crossing the Red Sea on dry ground with Moses and the children of Israel, or in the fish 

with Jonah.  None of you were spectators of Jesus when He healed diseases and cured 

sicknesses.  You were not there at the Lord’s Betrayal, witnesses to His trial, observants 

of the crucifixion, or there at the tomb where His body was not found.  All these things 

happened - but you were not eye-witnesses of such true accounts.  But you know of them 
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and believe them to be true on account of Holy Scripture.   

 

As Jesus showed Himself to Thomas on that eighth day, so also does He reveal Himself 

to you by means of His Word.  The Lord gives you His Word, and for this reason does 

He give it, That you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name.  The Lord gives you the solid foundation of 

the apostles and prophets, Jesus being the cornerstone (Acts 4:10; Ephesians 2:20).   

 

Take these away and you take away the very substance and the very footing of the 

Christian faith.  Stay not with the Word and away from the Lord you will go.  This is the 

reason why so many in Christendom teach and preach what is contrary to Holy Scripture. 

 

Just recently, I spoke with other clergy about creation and evolution in the classroom and 

how it appears that evolution is given credence simply because it claims to be scientific, 

whereas creation is not given lip service except in the negative, if it is even discussed.  

Evolution is taught in many places as verified fact, assumed to be the only means of the 

origination of life.  Creation, and even intelligent design, is assumed to be non-scientific, 

not objective, and therefore, not worthy of investigation. 

 

In our discussion, a comment was made that it really doesn’t matter whether it really 

happened the way the Bible says it did.  What matters is that we believe that God did it. 

But this leads to the question—how do we know?  If God did create the world, but not 

according to what the Bible says, how do we know with certainty that He did?  Another 

question that arises follows this faulty line of reasoning is this—if God didn’t really 

create the world in 7 days as recorded in Genesis and testified throughout the Holy 

Scriptures, how are we to trust the rest of the Bible, or any of it for that matter? 

 

If the aforementioned is a debate concerning creation, what of the other doctrines of 

Scripture—even the doctrine of Christ—who He was—what He did—and His 

resurrection?  

 

Take the words and the meaning of the words away, and you also take the resurrection 

away, and the Lord Christ.  If Christ’s resurrection is taken away, then the preaching of it 

is useless and vain.  Easter Preachers would then be full of hot air and really have nothing 

to say, if the dead really do not rise.  And if Christ is not raised, your faith in the risen 

Lord would also be vain and useless.   

 

But Christ did rise victoriously from death and the grave.  Easter preachers have 

everything to say because the dead do rise, Christ being the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep (1 Corinthians 15:21).  You know this because God makes it known to you.  

Just as in today’s Gospel from St. John where Jesus says to Thomas, Reach your finger 

here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do 

not be unbelieving, but believing, so Jesus says to you, Do not be unbelieving, but 

believing (John 20:27). 

 

Seeing the Lord with his own eyes, Thomas called out to Jesus saying, My Lord and my 



 3 

God.  He could do no other, for Christ allayed his doubts and removed his disbelief.  But 

seeing did not produce the faith.  It is the Word of Jesus that produced the faith.  And 

with God’s Word, you too believe rightly.  Apart from the Word, you’re on our own and 

have your own faith, not the true faith which is of God—the faith that leads to 

condemnation, not to salvation.  For this reason are you to hear God and His Word and 

none other and to believe God and His Word and no other.    

 

The Christian doesn't base his or her faith on the word of man or on what constantly 

changes or on the instability of the times in which we live, but on Jesus Christ, who is 

The same yesterday, today, and forever and who does not change, but endures forever 

(Hebrews 13:8; Isaiah 40:8 ;1 Peter 1:25).   

 

In the signs and testimonies of water and Word in Holy Baptism and Bread and wine, 

Christ’s body and blood in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord actually gives to you what He 

says that He’s giving you.  And just as our Lord said to Thomas, so does He say to all 

who believe His Words, Blessed are they who have not seen, and yet have believed!   

 

Though you were not eye-witnesses of Christ's death, His resurrection; and though you 

were not there when the world was established, when man fell into sin by the temptation 

of the evil one in the garden, or when the OT prophecies were fulfilled by Him who is the 

savior of the world and also ours; and though the witness of Holy Scripture does not 

satisfy every one who wants answers, and is against man’s nature and opinion, no further 

proof is needed than that which is already given.  You have the Law and the Prophets.  

You have the Old Testament.  And you have their fulfillment in the New.   

 

God’s Word is sufficient testimony.  And any who don’t believe the Word of God won’t 

believe even if One comes back from the dead, as in the account of Lazarus and the rich 

man (Luke 16:30-31).  Indeed, Jesus is risen from the dead, but not even all who call 

themselves Christians believe that Jesus rose from the dead as recorded in the Bible, let 

alone the rest of the Scriptures, even those which have to do with the gender of the 

pastor, who can be married, and even what the Christian faith is and of what it consists. 

 

It is through what is written, and now proclaimed that our Lord reveals to you God's love 

in Christ.  And our preaching to you is not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:17, 20).  It has 

power.  It has power, not because of the preacher, but because of He who is preached (1 

Corinthians 2:4).  Those who reject the One preached forfeit eternal life.  It is only by 

inconsistency that one denies the Word of God in one place and yet continues believing 

Jesus Christ, for the very Word of God bears witness of the Word who became flesh and 

dwelt among us (John 1:14).  Denying any of the witness and testimony of God’s 

prophets or apostles can lead to nowhere else but to the denial of Christ Himself.  And 

denial of Christ leads, not to life, but to death. 

 

Had Christ not appeared to Thomas eight days after He first appeared to His disciples, 

Thomas may have remained in disbelief.  The word of the other disciples had not 

convinced him of the truth, for he himself says, Unless I see in his hands the mark of 

the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his 
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side, I will never believe (John 20:25).  Thomas thought, “Unless I experience for 

myself that Christ is alive from the dead and until I see with my own two eyes that what 

the others are saying is true, I will not believe.”   

 

This is not the mark of faith.  It is the sure sign of unbelief.  Unbelief looks for proof.  

Faith looks to the promise.  Unbelief rests on physical and earthly evidence and 

explanation.  Faith is founded on the sure and solid foundation of God's Holy Word.  

Unbelief doesn't believe unless it sees.  Faith believes what it does not see and according 

to what is heard, for Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of Christ 

(Romans 10:17).  It Is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 

seen" (Hebrews 11:1).   

 

This coming Tuesday, a debate will take place on the UWP campus, a debate entitled, 

“Does God Exist?”   

 

On the one side will be Dr. John Corvino, Associate Professor of Philosophy at Wayne 

State University in Detroit, Michigan .  He also is a open and unashamed homosexual and 

writes as a firm advocate of gay rights. 

 

On the other side will be Glen Stanton, the director for Family Formation Studies at 

Focus on the Family in Colorado Springs. 

 

Stanton will likely speak from the position of faith.  Corvino will speak from the position 

of unbelief.  But to the question of God’s existence, God says that what may be known 

of God is manifest, even to the godless and the unrighteous, For since the creation of 

the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things 

that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without 

excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were 

thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened 
(Romans 1:18-21).  

 

It might be an interesting debate, to say the least, and many might go just to be 

entertained.  Some will go to have their respective positions of either belief or unbelief 

bolstered.  But in essence, God’s existence cannot be proven satisfactorily to the 

unbeliever.  No amount of evidence will sway him.   

 

But the Word, the Word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-

edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and 

marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart (Hebrews 4:12).      

    

Though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons 

of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 

casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the 

knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ 
(2 Corinthians 10:3-5). 
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Therefore do we preach the Word. The Word brings about faith.  Through the Word 

preached, God gives faith. 

 

Abraham was a man in the Old Testament who had a wife named Sarah.  They were both 

old and past the age of having children.  But God promised them a son, and Sarah gave 

birth to Isaac.  Sarah was about 90 and Abraham was about 100 years old (Genesis 

17:17).  Nothing is too hard for the Lord.  According to the promise of a son given by 

God and contrary to hope, Abraham--in hope—believed.   

 

Thus, Abraham, Not being weak in faith, did not consider his own body, already dead 

(since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb.  He 

did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in 

faith, giving glory to God, and being fully convinced that what He had promised He 

was also able to perform.  And therefore 'it was accounted to him for righteousness.'  

Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, but also for us. 

It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the 

dead, who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our 

justification (Romans 4:19-23).   

 

Though Christ has not revealed Himself to you by appearing in physical form and 

showing His hands and His side to you as He did with Thomas and the other ten 

disciples, the Lord has revealed Himself to you through the testimony of those who did 

witness His resurrection.   

 

The Word speaks the word of Peace to you, the word of forgiveness, through His sent 

servants.  Catechumens will remember these words from Luther’s Small Catechism: 

 

What is the Office of the Keys?*  

The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to His 

church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold 

forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent. 

 

Where is this written?*  

This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The Lord Jesus 

breathed on His disciples and said, 'Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 

anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 

forgiven' (John 20:22-23). 

 

The Lord makes Himself known to you through His Word, given through those who 

preached and testified of His rising from the dead, His ascension into heaven, His 

fulfillment of all the requirements of the Law for your salvation, and His sure Word that 

gives lasting comfort and peace.   

 

By means of His Word, even Jesus Christ, God makes known to you your salvation.  

Rejection of their Word is the rejection of the Lord’s Word, and the Lord Himself.  But 

the Lord blesses you with His Holy Word that You may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
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the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name (John 20:31).   

 

Really, all Scripture is ultimately given for this purpose, that you believe, not according 

to what you see or according to proof as some desire, or even expect it, but according to 

what God says, what God reveals about His Son, your Savior, that you be saved from 

your sin.  For this reason does God give you His Word.  And for this reason does God 

continue to do so.  

 

Therefore do you pray that the Lord would keep you from taking His Word for granted 

and misusing, abusing, or distorting it, even as you pray in the Lord’s prayer, Hallowed 

by Thy Name, to which this meaning has been given: 

 

What does this mean?  

God's name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that it may be 

kept holy among us also. 

 

How is God's name kept holy?  

God's name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, 

and we, as the children of God, also lead holy lives according to it. Help us to do 

this, dear Father in heaven! But anyone who teaches or lives contrary to God's 

Word profanes the name of God among us. Protect us from this, heavenly 

Father! 

 

As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and 

built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in 

it with thanksgiving. Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty 

deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the 

world, and not according to Christ. For in Him dwells all the fullness of the 

Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality 

and power (Colossians 2:6-10). 

 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be 

the glory both now and forever. Amen (2 Peter 3:18). 

 

The peace that passes all human understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
 


