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THE SECOND ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

 

The Second article of the Apostles’ Creed is this: 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Plate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

The answer to the question, “What does this mean?” we have learned from Luther’s 

Small Catechism to be as follows. 

 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and 

also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. Who has redeemed me, a 

lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, 

and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 

precious blood and with His innocent     suffering and death, that I may be His 

own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, 

lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 

 

Each time we confess the common Christian faith by these words, or by the similar words 

of the Nicene Creed, we together confess Jesus Christ to be true God and true man.  We 

confess Jesus’ conception by the Holy Spirit, and His birth by the Virgin Mary.  We 

confess His crucifixion, and His death, AND His resurrection. 

 

We are now on the Third Sunday of Easter in the church year, and in today’s Gospel from 

St. John, we hear of another resurrection appearance of our Lord Jesus to His disciples, 

the third one—to be exact. 

 

Concerning the Lord’s resurrection, St. Paul writes, I declare to you the gospel which I 

preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, by which also you 

are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you -- unless you believed 

in vain. For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died 

for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose 

again the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was seen (1 Corinthians 

15:1-5). 

 

Jesus was seen by others—by His disciples—alive—not dead—living—breathing—

resurrected.   

 

The resurrection of our Lord means that your faith in Him is not in vain.  It means that 

you too shall rise with Him when He comes again in judgment.  His resurrection means 

that when He does come again, the verdict of not guilty will be sounded forth for all to 
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hear, for Jesus put all of your sins to death.  Therefore can your sin not condemn you 

before your Heavenly Father.  Only trust in Christ, and continue to place your confidence 

and faith in Him, for His promises are true, and He is not slack concerning any of them (2 

Peter 3:9). 

 

In Christ, says St. Paul, All the promises of God are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the 

glory of God (2 Corinthians 1:20). 

 

Therefore are we bold to confess Christ’s Name, even with the words of the creeds—His 

birth, His crucifixion, His death, and His resurrection.  We are not ashamed!   

 

Nor do we tire of hearing of Christ’s work and our salvation in Him. 

 

Luther’s explanation of the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed in His Large 

Catechism is here quite helpful, for in it, Luther directs our attention to the sum and 

substance of the Christian faith and life—to Christ—and what Christ means for us. 

 

Meditate on these words of Luther.  And as you confess Christ to be you Savior from sin, 

death, and the devil, joyfully thank the Lord for all the He has done, and all that He still 

does for you in the Holy Absolution, in the preaching of His Word, and in the blessed 

meal of our Lord’s body and blood in the Sacrament of the Altar.  Amen. 

 

The words of Luther on The Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed: 

 
26

 Here we learn to know the second person of the Godhead, and we see 

what we receive from God over and above the temporal goods mentioned above 

— that is, how he has completely given himself to us, withholding nothing. This 

article is very rich and far-reaching, but in order to treat it briefly and simply, we 

shall take up one phrase which contains the substance of the article; from it we 

shall learn how we are redeemed. We shall concentrate on these words, “in Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.” 

 
27

 If you are asked, “What do you believe in the Second Article, concerning 

Jesus Christ?” answer briefly, “I believe that Jesus Christ, true Son of God, has 

become my Lord.” What is it to “become a Lord”? It means that he has 

redeemed me from sin, from the devil, from death, and from all evil. Before this 

I had no Lord and King but was captive under the power of the devil. I was 

condemned to death and entangled in sin and blindness. 

 
28

 When we were created by God the Father, and had received from him all 

kinds of good things, the devil came and led us into disobedience, sin, death, and 

all evil. We lay under God’s wrath and displeasure, doomed to eternal 

damnation, as we had deserved. 
29

 There was no counsel, no help, no comfort for 

us until this only and eternal Son of God, in his unfathomable goodness, had 

mercy on our misery and wretchedness and came from heaven to help us. 
30

 

Those tyrants and jailers now have been routed, and their place has been taken 



 3 

by Jesus Christ, the Lord of life and righteousness and every good and blessing. 

He has snatched us, poor lost creatures, from the jaws of hell, won us, made us 

free, and restored us to the Father’s favor and grace. He has taken us as his own, 

under his protection, in order that he may rule us by his righteousness, wisdom, 

power, life, and blessedness. 

 
31

 Let this be the summary of this article, that the little word “Lord” simply 

means the same as Redeemer, that is, he who has brought us back from the devil 

to God, from death to life, from sin to righteousness, and now keeps us safe 

there. The remaining parts of this article simply serve to clarify and express how 

and by what means this redemption was accomplished — that is, how much it 

cost Christ and what he paid and risked in order to win us and bring us under his 

dominion. That is to say, 
(tr-687)

 he became man, conceived and born without sin, 

of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin, that he might become Lord over sin; 

moreover, he suffered, died, and was buried that he might make satisfaction for 

me and pay what I owed, not with silver and gold but with his own precious 

blood. All this in order to become my Lord. For he did none of these things for 

himself, nor had he any need of them. Afterward he rose again from the dead, 

swallowed up
1
 and devoured death, and finally ascended into heaven and 

assumed dominion at the right hand of the Father. The devil and all powers, 

therefore, must be subject to him and lie beneath his feet until finally, at the last 

day, he will completely divide and separate us from the wicked world, the devil, 

death, sin, etc. 

 

…
33

 The entire Gospel that we preach depends on the proper understanding 

of this article. Upon it all our salvation and blessedness are based, and it is so 

rich and broad that we can never learn it fully. 

 

You can never exhaust the meaning of this blessed article—because you can never 

exhaust the meaning of Christ’s death and resurrection.  Keep it in your heart and on your 

lips.  Don’t think that because you’ve been a Lutheran for many years, you know it inside 

and out and all that there is to know.  You don’t! 

 

Listen to the Lord!  Hearken to His Word.  And then you will know what abundant 

blessing Jesus is and that abundant blessing Jesus gives.  Amen. 


