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THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH (30-100 AD) 

 

 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 

witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

(Acts 1:8, See also Luke 24:46-49) 

 

 

The Acts of the Apostles 

 

• The preaching of Christ by the Apostles begins on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-41) 
fulfilling what was foretold by the prophet Joel (Acts 2:16-21) 

 

• Compare/Contrast who was present on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:5-11) and 

what they heard with the ‘Tower of Babel’ account (Genesis 11:1-9) 

 

 

 

The Apostles first preached to the 

Jews (i.e. Acts 5:42) then to the 

Gentiles 

Read about Peter’s Vision 

Acts 10:9-11:18; Galatians 2:7-9 

Paul preached first to the Jews, but 

then to the Gentiles 

Acts 13:46-47; 18:5-6; Romans 

11:13; Galatians 1:16 

 
   (Source: Concordia Self-Study Bible, p1681) 

 

 

 

Paul’s Three Missionary Journeys: 1) Acts 13:4-18; 2) Acts 15:39-18:22; 3) Acts 18:23-21:17 
(Source: Concordia Self-Study Bible, p1683,  1688, ) 
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The early church grows as a result of the preaching of Christ: Acts 2:45; 5:14; 6:1; 11:24; 

12:24; 16:5; 19:20 (and persecution, see below: Acts 8:1ff; 11:19-21) 

 

 

Early Christian fellowship: Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37 

 

 

‘First’ Church council: Jerusalem, Acts 15 

 

 Issues: 1) Is circumcision necessary for salvation? 

             2) Are Gentiles obligated to keep the Law of Moses? (i.e. Sabbaths,  

                  Circumcision, etc.) 

 

 Answer: The Law of Moses is not necessary to keep for salvation, Acts 15:13-29 

 

 

 

The Church is persecuted 

 

 ‘On trial’ & imprisoned 

  Peter & John, Acts 4 (See Luke 12:11-12) 

  Paul, Acts 21-28 

  General, Acts 5:17ff; 12 

 

 General persecutions, Acts 8:1ff; 11:19-26 

 

 Martyrdom 

  Stephen was stoned, Acts 7:54-60 

  James the brother of John was killed with the sword, Acts 12:2 
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THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH (30-100 AD) 
 

 

Estimated years of New Testament writings 

 

• The Synoptic Gospels  

Matthew, Mark, Luke): 50-70 A.D. 

• John: 50-85 A.D. 

• Acts: 63 A.D./ >70 A.D. 

• Paul’s Epistles (Romans-Philemon): 60-70 A.D. 

• Hebrews: < 70 A.D. 

• General Epistles 

James: 50-60 A.D. 

1-2 Peter: Mid 60s A.D. 

1-3 John: 85-95 A.D. 

Jude: 65-80 A.D. 

• Revelation/Apocalypse: 95 A.D. or earlier 

 

 

Apostolic Fathers
1
: Significant writers & writings after the NT 

 

• Clement of Rome 

Disciple of Peter and Paul; Bishop of Rome, 92–101; said 

to have been consecrated by Peter, to be the Clement of Ph 

4:3, and to have been martyred in the Crimea; well read in 

the OT but not always clear in understanding Pauline grace. 

Of many works ascribed to him only 1 Clement to the 

Corinthians (in which he tries to persuade rebellious 

members. of the congregation. to obey presbyters 

appointed by approved men)  

 

• Ignatius of Antioch.  

3
rd
 Bishop of Antioch; martyred, acc. to tradition (Eusebius, 

HE, III, xxxvi), under Trajan, ca. 112. On his journey to 

Rome he wrote 7 letters (to the Ephesians, Magnesians, 

Trallians, Philadelphians, Smyrneans, Polycarp, and the 

Romans) that stress respect for bishops and oppose 

Docetism and Judaizing tendencies. The letter to the 

Romans pleads with the Christians there not to prevent his 

martyrdom.  

 

• Polycarp (ca. 69—ca. 156) 

Bishop of Smyrna; disciple of John and friend of Ignatius; 

martyrdom at the stake during persecution under 

Antoninus Pius. Surviving work is a “letter to the 

Phillippians”  

                                                 
1
 Christian Encyclopedia: http://www.lcms.org/ca/www/cyclopedia/02 
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From Foxe's Book of Martyrs 
 

The First Persecution, Under Nero, AD 67 
The first persecution of the Church took place in the year 67, under Nero, the sixth emperor of Rome. This 

monarch reigned for the space of five years, with tolerable credit to himself, but then gave way to the greatest extravagancy 

of temper, and to the most atrocious barbarities. Among other diabolical whims, he ordered that the city of Rome should be 

set on fire, which order was executed by his officers, guards, and servants. While the imperial city was in flames, he went 

up to the tower of Macaenas, played upon his harp, sung the song of the burning of Troy, and openly declared that 'he 

wished the ruin of all things before his death.' Besides the noble pile, called the Circus, many other palaces and houses were 

consumed; several thousands perished in the flames, were smothered in the smoke, or buried beneath the ruins.  

This dreadful conflagration continued nine days. when Nero, finding that his conduct was greatly blamed, and a 

severe odium cast upon him, determined to lay the whole upon the Christians, at once to excuse himself and have an 

opportunity of glutting his sight with new cruelties. This was the occasion of the first persecution; and the barbarities 

exercised on the Christians were such as even excited the commiseration of the Romans themselves. Nero even refined 

upon cruelty, and contrived all manner of punishments for the Christians that the most infernal imagination could design. In 

particular he had some sewed up in skins of wild beasts, and then worried by dogs until they expired; and others dressed in 

shirts made stiff with wax, fixed to axletrees, and set on fire in his gardens, in order to illuminate them. This persecution 

was general throughout the whole Roman Empire, but it rather increased than diminished the spirit of Christianity. In the 

course of it, St. Paul and St. Peter were martyred.  

To their names may be added, Erastus, chamberlain of Corinth; Aristarchus, the Macedonian, and Trophimus, an 

Ephesian, converted by St. Paul, and fellow-laborer with him, Joseph, commonly called Barsabas, and Ananias, bishop of 

Damascus; each of the Seventy.  

 

 

The Third Persecution, Under Trajan, AD 108 
In the third persecution Pliny the Second, a man learned and famous, seeing the lamentable slaughter of Christians, 

and moved therewith to pity, wrote to Trajan, certifying him that there were many thousands of them daily put to death, of 

which none did any thing contrary to the Roman laws worthy persecution. "The whole account they gave of their crime or 

error (whichever it is to be called) amounted only to this --viz.. that they were accustomed on a stated day to meet before 

daylight, and to repeat together a form of prayer to Christ as a God, and to bind themselves by an obligation -- not indeed to 

commit wickedness; but, on the contrary -- never to commit theft, robbery, or adultery, never to falsify their word, never to 

defraud any man: after which it was their custom to separate, and reassemble to partake in common of a. harmless meal." In 

this persecution suffered the blessed martyr, IGNATIUS, who is held in famous reverence among very many. This Ignatius 

was reappointed to the bishopric of Antioch next after Peter in succession. Some do say, that he, being sent from Syria to 

Rome, because he professed Christ, was given to the wild beasts to be devoured. It is also said of him, that when he passed 

through Asia, being under the most strict custody of his keepers, he strengthened and confirmed the churches through all 

the cities as he went, both with his exhortations and preaching of the Word of God. Accordingly having come to Smyrna, 

he wrote to, the Church at Rome, exhorting them not to use means for his deliverance from martyrdom, lest they deprive 

him of that which he most longed and hoped for. "Now I begin to be a disciple. I care for nothing, of visible or invisible 

things, so that I may but win Christ. Let fire and the cross, let the companies of wild beasts, let breaking of bones and 

tearing of limbs, let the grinding of the whole body, and all the malice of the devil, come upon me; be it so, only may I win 

Christ Jesus!" And even when he was sentenced to be thrown to the beast such was the burning desire that he had to suffer, 

that he spake, what time he heard the lions roaring, saying. "I am the wheat of Christ: I am going to be ground with the 

teeth of wild beasts, that I may be found pure bread."  

 

The Fourth Persecution, Under Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, AD 162 
POLYCARP, the venerable bishop of Smyrna, hearing that persons were seeking for him, escaped, but was 

discovered by a child. After feasting the guards who apprehended him, he desired an hour in prayer, which being allowed, 

he prayed with such fervency, that his guards repented that they had been instrumental in taking him. He was, however, 

carried before the proconsul, condemned, and burnt in the market place.  

The proconsul then urged him, saying, "Swear, and I will release thee; -- reproach Christ."  

Polycarp answered, "Eighty and six years have I served him, and he never once wronged me; how then shall I 

blaspheme my King, Who hath saved me?" At the stake, to which he was only tied, but not nailed as usual, as he assured 

them he should stand immovable, the flames, on their kindling the fagots, encircled his body, like an arch, without touching 

him, and the executioner, on seeing this, was ordered to pierce him with a sword when so great a quantity of blood flowed 

out as extinguished. the fire. But his body, at the instigation of the enemies of the Gospel, especially Jews, was ordered to 

be consumed in the pile, and the request of his friends, who wished to give it Christian burial, rejected. They nevertheless 

collected his bones and as much of his remains as possible, and caused them to be decently interred.  
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THE POST-APOSTOLIC CHURCH (100-170 AD) 
 

The Apologists
2
 (2

nd
 cent.): Widespread persecution of Christians by Romans. Defended Christianity against various charges: (a) 

that Christianity was irrational since the leaders continually repeat, “Only believe”; (b) that Christians were immoral when they 

gathered for worship and the agape; (c) that Christians sacrificed innocent children when they ate the body and drank the blood of 

the son of God (paij qeou); (d) and that Christians were disloyal to the Roman authority, since they followed another king, Jesus. 

Christians were also forced to define their relationship to the Jew. Christians were easily confused with the Jews since they used 

the same Bible and their social attitudes were similar.  

 
• Justin Martyr (150 A.D.) 

Refutes charges against Christians concerning the points above. Justin was from 

Samaria and was martyred under Marcus Aurelius, 166. He interprets Christ in terms 

of heathen philosophy. Indeed, Christianity is to Justin the true philosophy and the 

highest reason.  

• Irenaeus of Lyons 

(Gk. “the Peaceful”; d. ca. 200 AD). Greek Church father; saw and heard Polycarp*; 

presbyter Lyons, Gaul, 177; succeeded Pothinus* as bishop of Lyons 178; opposed 

gnosticism and other heresies; worked zealously for the spread of Christianity and 

defense of its doctrines; emphasized apostolic succession and tradition. Works 

include Detection and Overthrow of the False Gnosis (also known as Adversus 

haereses); Demonstration of the Apostolic Teaching. 

 

 

Heresies 

• Gnosticism (from gnw/sij, ‘knowledge’) 
Initiates had special knowledge; emphasized the spiritual over the material; material 

is evil; dualistic asceticism (Col. 2:21-23; 1 Tim. 4:1-3; Titus 1:15) or immoral 

antinomianism (1 Tim. 6:4, 5; Titus 1:10-16; 2 Pet. 2:1-4; Jude 4, 16; Rev. 2:6, 15, 

20ff); Christ was not God incarnate 

• Docetism (from doke,w, ‘seem, appear’) 

Jesus was fully God, but only appeared human; downplayed the human elements of 

Jesus’ life 

• Marcionism (Marcion, 2nd cent.) 

Rejected the OT for Christians; the God of the OT is believed to be incompatible 

with the loving God of the NT; didn’t accept all of the NT  

• Montanism (Montanus, 2nd cent.) 

Emphasized the immanent return of Christ; strict morality (legalistic); women 

prophets; Montanus believed to be the incarnation of the promised Paraclete (John 

14:26) 

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed: Grew from NT beginnings (e.g., Mt 10:32–33; Jn 1:49; 6:69; 

11:27; 20:28; Acts 8:37: 14:15; 2 Co 13:14; 1 Ptr 1:2). The confession of Peter (Mt 

16:16) and the baptismal formula (Mt 28:19) influenced the development of the 

Creed esp. More developed creedal statements are found in such ch. fathers as 

Ignatius of Antioch (see Apostolic Fathers, 2) and Justin* Martyr. The ante-Nicene 

fathers called the early forms of the Creed the “rule* of faith,” “rule of truth.” 

“apostolic tradition.” and “symbol.” Such “rules of faith” are mentioned by 

Irenaeus,* Tertullian,* Novatian,* Cyprian* of Carthage, and Origen.* 

 

 

The Didache (Teaching of the Twelve Apostles) (150 A.D.): Intended for use in 

instruction prior to Baptism. Three Parts: 1 (1-6) Ethical-Christian conduct: the way 

of life & the way of death, 2 (7-15) Disciplinary: Church ritual & discipline 3 (16) 

Eschatological: warning in view of Christ’s second coming

                                                 
2
 Ibid. 
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THE PRE-NICENE CHURCH (170-325 AD) 
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THE PRE-NICENE CHURCH (170-325 AD) 
 

Persons 

 

• Clement of Alexandria (TITUS FLAVIUS CLEMENS, 150~215) 

Greek theologian; early Church Father; Educated at the catechetical school in Alexandria & 

studied under the Christian philosopher Pantaenus; Converted from paganism; Ordained a 

presbyter; In about 190 he succeeded Pantaenus as head of the catechetical school, which 

became famous under his leadership. Origen, who later achieved distinction as a writer, teacher, 

and theologian, may have been one of Clement's pupils…Many scholars regard Clement as the 

founder of the Alexandrian school of theology, which emphasized the divine nature of Christ. It 

was Alexandrian theologians such as Saint Cyril and Saint Athanasius who took the lead in 

opposing Adoptionism and Nestorianism, both of which emphasized Christ's humanity at the 

expense of his divinity.
3
  Works include a set of three treatises entitled Protrepticus, Paedagogus, 

and Stromata. 

 

• Origen (185-254) 

Greek Church father; born of Christian parents; taught school and instructed catechumens in 

Alexandria 202; mystic and ascetic; mutilated himself on basis of a misunderstanding of Mt 

19:12. Suffered in persecution under Decius 

 
4
The School of Alexandria (Clement* of Alexandria is regarded as the founder of the theological school; 

Pantaenus* was the 1st teacher of the catechetical school), esp. Origen,* sponsored allegorical 

interpretation. It held that the passages of Scripture that relate historical. events or speak of earthly things 

have deep meaning other than literal. Accordingly we must distinguish between. the literal, the allegorical 

or mystical, and the moral sense. The literal sense, it was held, is at times unworthy of the Scriptures, e.g., 

in the story of Noah's drunkenness (Gn 9:20–27); hence we must assume that a deeper meaning was 

intended. The existence of a literal sense was not denied, but it was held that this sense often must be 

disregarded or discarded. See also Alexandria, School of; Millennium, 3. 

Allegorical interpretation was opposed by the School of Antioch, whose representatives included J. 

Chrysostom,* Diodorus* of Tarsus, John* of Antioch, Lucian* of Antioch, Paul* of Samosata, Theodore* 

of Mopsuestia, and Theodoret* of Cyrrhus. They held that the literal sense is usually the intended sense 

and must be adhered to unless it is plain that an allegory is intended, e.g., in parables.  

 

• Diocletian (245-313) 

Roman Emperor and persecutor of the Church; Associated with the last and most terrible of all 

the ten persecutions of the early Church. 

 

• Constantine (280–337) 

“The Great;” Roman emperor 306–337; Succeeded Diocletian 305 as Western  emperor; 

established as sole emperor of the west in 312, when he defeated rival Maxentius at the Mulvian 

Bridge near Rome. On this occasion, according to tradition, he saw the sign of the cross in the 

sky with words often given in Greek  as en touto nika (“conquer by this”) and in Latin .as in hoc 

                                                 
3
 http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761564884/Clement_of_Alexandria.html 

4
 http://www.lcms.org/ca/www/cyclopedia/02/display.asp?t1=e&word=EXEGESIS 
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signo vinces (“by this sign thou shalt conquer”). On his standard, Constantine replaced the pagan 

emblems with the Chi-Rho (initial letters of Christ in Greek. In 313 he and Eastern  emperor. 

Licinius* agreed in granting equal toleration to all religions. Licinius later renewed persecutions 

of Christians, but was decisively defeated 324 by Constantine, who became sole Roman emp. 

325. Constantine convened the Council of Nicaea* (see also Arianism; Councils and Synods, 4). 

Moved the seat of govt. from Rome to Byzantium in 326, which he rebuilt and in 330 renamed 

Constantinople; Importance for the history of the church lies in 3 areas. 
1
He was the 1

st
 emperor \ 

to grant Christianity legal standing and imperial support. 
2
 He set a pattern of imperial interest in 

ecclesiastical concerns that easily became policy of imperial control for his successors. 
3
 He 

moved the seat of govt. to the East, forcing the Roman bishop. to become the politician and 

administrative as well as spiritual leader in the West 

 

 

 Edict of Milan (313) 

Publication by Emperor Constantine of an edict of toleration by which the Christians were 

accorded complete liberty to practise their religion without molestation. 

 

 

 

Four Great Eastern (or Greek) Doctors of the Ancient Church: 
1 
John Chrysostom, 

2 
Athanasius,

 

3 
Basil the Great (330-379), 

4 
Gregory of Nazianzus (330-390) 

 

• John Chrysostom (345-407) 

Doctor of the Church, born at Antioch; Surname was "Chrysostom" (“goldenmouthed”) because 

of his preaching; Patriarch of Constantinople 398  

 

• Athanasius of Alexandria (293–373)  

“The Father of Orthodoxy” (Eastern Tradition); 325 accompanied his bishop, Alexander, to 

Council of Nicea as deacon; 328 became bishop of Alexandria; Known for defense of Nicene 

formula, which stressed that Jesus Christ is homoousios* (“of one substance”) with the Father.; 

Works against the Arians include The Decrees of the Council of Nicea; History of the Arians; 

Orations Against the Arians; Middle of the 4th cent. brought together the Greek theologians of 

the East, who emphasized that the Godhead is made up of 3 Persons, with the theologians of the 

West, who insisted that God is One. Athanasius' efforts, with those of such men as Basil and 

Hilary, led to settlement at Constantinople (381), where it was confessed that there is 1 true God, 

in whom there are 3 Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

 

 

Four Great Western (or Latin) Doctors are Ambrose: 
1 
Ambrose, 

2 
Jerome (347-420), 

3 
Augustine 

(354-430), 
4 
Gregory the Great (540–604) 

 

• Ambrose (340–397) 

Became a bishop and was then baptized,374; Distinguished for his defense of the catholic faith, 

opposing both paganism and heresy with equal zeal. When Theodosius* I tried to force 
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Christians to pay for rebuilding a synagogue they had destroyed, and again when he massacred 

thousands of people in Thessalonica for opposing imperial authority, Ambrose rebuked him and 

took the unprecedented step of excommunicating a Christian emperor; Set a pattern for the 

Middle Ages by furthering the idea that it is the state's duty to support and further the work of the 

church and the church’s duty to support and further the work of the state; Strongly advocated 

ascetic Christianity: celibacy, voluntary poverty, martyrdom; Helped develop liturgical music. 

 

 

Councils 

 

• Council of Nicaea (325) 

1st Ecumenical Council; Convened by Constantine* I; 300 bishops. present; chief concern: 

doctrinal issues, esp. Christology. Arians proposed a creed that was rejected. Eusebius* of 

Caesarea proposed a creed, to which clauses were added (“of the substance of the Father”, 

“begotten, not made”, “of one substance with the Father”). The 3
rd
  article  has the statement 

“and in the Holy Spirit” and then anathematizes those who hold Arian propositions. The “Nicene 

Creed” as we know it is a later modification of the creed adopted 325 at Nicaea; Fixed the date 

of Easter 

 

 

Heresies 

 

• Manichaeism (Manes, 216-276) 

Manes sa himself as a prophet succeeding Jesus and Zoroaster; sees matter and the physical 

world as evil, in tension with the pure world of spirit and light (dualism); the human task is to 

gain freedom from the physical world through ascetic practices; Augustine of Hippo (354–430) 

was a Manichaean in his youth 

 

• Donatism (Donatus, d. 355) 

Sought to separate the “pure” church from the “apostate,” or “fallen” church; Opposed Christians 

serving in the military because the military was seen as an instrument of an evil state; Held that 

sacraments, such as baptism, administered by traditores (Christians who surrendered the 

Scriptures to the authorities who outlawed possession of them) were invalid. 

 

 

• Arianism (Arius, d. 336; troubled many areas of the church, 320–380) 

Because God is one, Jesus could not be truly God; Jesus is the highest created being of God; 

Condemned at Nicaea in 325 

 

 

 Terms: Catholic-First used by Ignatius, “Where Christ is, there is the Church” 
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THE POST-NICENE CHURCH (325-590 AD) 

 

 
 



 13 

THE POST-NICENE CHURCH (325-590 AD) 

 
Persons 

 

• Cappadocian Theologians (4
th
 cent.): 

Basil the Great (330–379): succeeded Eusebius as bishop. of Caesarea 370; Supported the orthodox 

position in the Trinitarian controversies and actively opposed Arianism.*; opposed 

Macedoniasm/Pneumatomachians (denied deity of Holy Spirit); Christian devotion led him to help 

establish hospitals, homes for the poor, and hospices for travelers and strangers 

 

Gregory* of Nazianzus (330-390): His eloquent protests against in defense of the Nicene doctrine of the 

Trinity led to his consecration as bishop of Constantinople 381; Best remembered as the great orator and 

rhetorician of the Cappadocian theologians. Works include 45 orations, 244 letters, and around 400 

poems 

 

Gregory* of Nyssa (331-396): Younger brother of Basil the Great; Named bishop of the small 

Cappadocian town of Nyssa by his brother 371; With Gregory of Nazianzus he played a prominent role in 

the Second Ecumenical Council at Constantinople 381, which repudiated Arianism; Lacking 

administrative and oratorical qualities, he nonetheless distinguished himself as the most gifted thinker and 

theologian of the 3 Cappadocians. 

 

 

• Jerome (347-420) 

Known for his translation of the Latin Bible (the Vulgata, Vulgate) (In 1546 the Council of Trent* (4th 

Session.) authorized the Scriptures “as they have been accustomed to be read in the Catholic Church and 

as they are contained in the old Latin Vulgate Edition,” but failed to distinguish unequivocally between. 

the old Latin Translation and the work of Jerome) 

 

 

• Augustine (354-430) 

One of the greatest of. the Latin Church Fathers and one of the outstanding figures of all ages; While 

studying rhetoric and philos. he came under the influence of Manichaeism (salvation by knowledge, 

ascetism); strongly ascetic Christianity; In 395 he was consecrated as coadjutor to Bishop Valerius of 

Hippo and soon succeeded to the office. He was a pastor till death. His writings, esp. the letters, show that 

most of his time and thought was spent on pastoral concerns; As the defender of the catholic faith he 

struggled against the Donatists and the Pelagians; In his writings against the Pelagians, (Of Grace and 

Free Will), he clearly asserts man's total inability to exercise his will favorably before God, and stresses 

on the other hand that God is absolutely sovereign, indeed irresistible, in His gracious activity; His 

formulations were the center of theol. discussion through the Middle Ages; Wrote city of God; He 

showed that the Father of Jesus Christ and the church, of which He is the Head, can never be identified 

with any one society, culture, or state; God directs all historyt toward a purpose that is beyond human 

structures, the City of God. 

 

 

• Benedict of Nursia  (480-543) 

Established monastery in 529; Rule of 529 (The Benedictine Rule) was almost universally adopted in the 

Middle Ages by Western monasteries;The rule shows excellence in organizing the worship, reading, and 

laboring activities of monks; In addition to the 3 usual obligations of poverty, celibacy, and obedience it 

required manual labor of the monks and provided for daily reading and for convent libraries 
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. 

 

• Gregory the Great (540–604) 

Father of medieval papacy”; Pope 590–604; Followed the teaching of Augustine of Hippo; Extended 

papal power into the realm of politics; Works are pervaded by superstitions, including mythological 

reflections about angels and demons 

 

 

 

Councils 

 

• Constantinople (381, Second Ecumenical Council): Condemned Arianism & Apollinarianism (Christ 

did not have a human mind or spirit); developed further the creed of Nicaea, 325 

• Ephesus (431, Third Ecumenical Council): Condemned Nestorianism & Pelagianism; Adopted the 

doctrine that Mary was Theotokos (mother of God) 

• Chalcedon (451, Fourth Ecumenical Council): This Council climaxed the 4th stage in the discussions 

about the person of Jesus Christ which caused great difficulty AD 200–600; This controversy was 

triggered by Eutyches; In effect he seemed to deny that true manhood remained in Jesus Christ after 

the personal union had taken place. He held that Christ was of two natures (in origin?), but that He did 

not exist in two natures after the incarnation. The history of the church in this period is marked by 

corrupt ecclesiastical politics and by fearful rivalry among the East and West 

 

 

 

Monasticism/Monasteries 

Covers a variety of phenomena and institutions that grow from the common root of asceticism; 

Underlying the formations of monasticism is the consciousness of sin and the desire for reconciliation 

with God; The monastic seeks this reconciliation by renunciation, e.g., of (a) the everyday world; (b) 

family; (c) property; (d) pleasure and comfort; (e) will; by acts of self-mortification and by frequent 

repetition of set prayers, acts of devotion, and religious meditation. Fundamental vows of the monastic are 

vows of poverty, celibacy, and obedience. 

 

 

 

Heresies 

 

• Nestorianism 

Named after Nestorius (d. ca. 451); Held that there is no communion of natures in the person of Christ, 

that Mary is not theotokos* but Christotokos (mother of Christ), and that according  to His human nature 

Christ is in effect the Son of God only by adoption; Condemned by Council of Ephesus (431),  but 

adherents spread its doctrine far and wide 

 

• Pelagianism 

Named after Pelagius (354/360–418/420); Held that man's nature is not depraved since the fall but is still 

in its original state of moral indifference and depends on the individual will to develop the moral germ of 

his nature and be saved; Grace or salvation by Christ is not necessary (a view incompatible with the 

essence of Christianity). 
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THE MEDIEVAL CHURCH (590-1517 AD) 
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 THE MEDIEVAL CHURCH (590-1517 AD) 

 



 17 

THE MEDIEVAL CHURCH (590-1517 AD) 
 

Persons 

 

• Muhammad (570–632) (See Islam, below) 

According to Islamic beliefs, at the age of 40 (610), in the month of Ramadan, received his first revelation 

from God (by the angel Gabriel). Three years after this event Muhammad started preaching these revelations 

publicly, proclaiming that "God is One", that complete "surrender" to Him (lit. islām) is the only way (dīn) 

acceptable to God, and that he himself was a prophet and messenger of God, in the same vein as Adam, Noah, 

Abraham, Moses, David, Jesus and other prophets in Islam. 

 

• Charlemagne (Charles the Great, 742–814) 

Founder of the Holy Roman Empire; Son of Pepin* the Short (founder of Carolingian dynasty); Anointed 

(together with his father and his brother Carloman) king of the Franks 754; Crowned emperor of the Romans 

by Leo III December 25, 800; After his father and brother died he carried out the projects of his father and 

grandfather, bringing the Lombards into subjection in support of the papacy and assuming the Lombard crown. 

He then turned North to the task of conquering and Christianizing the Saxons, accomplishing this task after ca. 

33 yrs. of successive campaigns; On extending the boundaries of his realm, he provided for speedy 

Christianization of acquired territory by covering the country with Christian institutions and forcing people to 

submit to Baptism and to full agreement with the cultus of the Roman Church; He considered such conversion 

of the whole population essential to the attainment of his political ends; To improve the moral and intellectual 

standards of the clergy, he required bishops and abbots to found schools in their cathedrals and monasteries; 

He summoned the most eminent educators of his own land and those of Italy, Spain, and Britain to direct an 

education  program; Through monasteries and churches he sought to spread civilization throughout his realm; 

Promoted church music, previously neglected in Germany; encouraged revival of Christian art; opposed 

iconoclasm and image worship 

 

• Otto I, the Great (The Great,” 912–973) 

Son of Henry I, the Fowler; king of Germany and Holy Roman Emperor, 936–973, crowned in 962; The most 

powerful western European ruler after Charlemagne. He organized a strong German state and expanded his 

authority over Burgundy and Italy. 

 

• Vladimir of Kiev (Vladimir the Great; 956–1015) 

First Christian ruler of Russia (980–1015); Became Christian (Eastern Orthodox) 989; Before conversion he 

opposed Christianity by force 

 

Relations between Eastern and Western Churches 

 

Background: Basis for the political separation of the Roman empire into East and West was laid when 

Diocletian reorganized it (285–293); Political, cultural, and linguistic differences accentuated the cleavage; 

Tensions arose in the church between Rome and Constantinople over pretensions of the latter to primacy 

(either equality with Rome or at least preeminence after Rome [the thrust is not altogether clear], Council of 

Constantinople 381, canon 3; clear equality with Rome, Council of Chalcedon  451, canon 28); Alexandria, 

Antioch, and Jerusalem tended to follow the lead of Constantinople; Later factors affecting relations between 

East and West included the Filioque Controversy; By crowning Charlemagne( 800), the pope declared his 

separation from the Eastern Emperor and looked henceforth to the Western Emperor for political support 

 

 

• 680-692 (Drift further apart) 

On church celibacy: Eastern church allowed priests to married (if before ordination); Western church 

discouraged it 
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• 857 (Photian Schism) 

Controversy between Eastern and Western Christianity in the 9th century, triggered by the opposition of the 

Roman pope to the appointment of Photius as patriarch of Constantinople. Ecclesiastical rights of jurisdiction 

in the Bulgarian church and a doctrinal dispute over the insertion of the Filioque (“and from the Son”) clause 

in the Nicene Creed were also at issue. Photius withdrew from communion with Rome in 867; he himself was 

finally exiled in 886. 

 

 

Councils/Events 

• Council Of Nicaea II (787): Condemns iconoclasm (see below) 

The 7th Ecumenical Council; Convened by Byzantine Empress Irene (ca. 752–803); Opened in the basilica of 

the Holy Apostles, Constantinople; Disrupted by iconoclastic soldiers; Transferred to Nicaea; established 

legitimacy of veneration of images; declared belief in efficacy of prayers of saints 

 

 

Terms 

 

• Gregorian chant 

Also called plainsong, plainchant (cantus planus), choral chant (cantus choralis); Worship music developed in 

the Christian Church for the Latin liturgy, associated by tradition with Gregory I, under whom existing 

melodies were collected and edited by church musicians, esp. the schola cantorum (trained choir), which he is 

said to have founded or reorganized 

  

• Islam [“submission] (see Muhammad, above) 

-One who submits to God is said to be a Muslim (Moslem). The short creed of Islam is the shahadah: “There is 

no deity (god) but God, and Muhammad is his apostle.” It is perhaps best to regard the word “Allah” not as the 

Arabic name of God but as the word for “God.” 

-Texts: 
1
 Quran (Koran); 

2
 Hadith (Records sayings of Muhammad & his followers 

-Five Pillars: 
1
 Confession of faith (shahada); 

2
 Daily prayer (salat); 

3
 Alms tax (zakat);  

4
 Pilgrimage to Mecca (hajj); 

5
 Fasting during Ramadan (sawm) 

-Six articles of faith: 
1
 One God; 

2
 The angels of God; 

3
 The books of God, especially the Qur'an; 

4
 The 

prophets of God, especially Muhammad; 
5
 The Day of Judgment (or the afterlife); and 

6
 The supremacy of 

God's will (or predestination) 

-Recognizes 6 great prophets: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad 

 

• Iconoclasm 

Name of the heresy that in the eighth and ninth centuries disturbed the peace of the Eastern Church; Caused the 

last of the many breaches with Rome that prepared the way for the schism of Photius (857, see below); The 

iconoclastic controversy began in 725 when Emperor Leo III decided to have icons destroyed because he 

thought icon worship was idolatrous and a hindrance to the conversion of Jews and Muslims 

Icons - Pictorial representations; images; In Eastern Orthodox Churches, flat-surface, or in very low relief, 

usually miniature, portrayals of Christ, saints, or sacred events; often richly ornamented; used as objects of 

veneration. 

 

• Adoptionism 

The view that Christ according  to His humanity is the Son of God by adoption only; Its first exponent was 

Theodotus* the Fuller, who came to Rome from Byzantium ca. 190, teaching that Jesus was a mere man, 

whose deity was only a miraculous power that, as Christ or the Holy Spirit (identifying the two), came upon 

Him at His baptism; Paul* of Samosata (Bishop of Antioch, 260–272) held similar views, declaring that Jesus 

was a mere man who, inspired by the Logos (Word), gradually acquired a divine dignity that eventually 

merited the designation “God.” 
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THE MEDIEVAL CHURCH (590-1517 AD) 

 
 

Persons 

 

 

• Gregory VII (Hildebrand, 1020–85) 

Pope 1073–85; regarded by many as the most noteworthy character of the Middle Ages after 

Charlemagne; instituted reforms directed against clerical concubinage, simony (Buying or selling things 

spiritual or connected with the spiritual) and lay  investiture (Investiture Controversy: Investiture is the 

conferring of symbols of office. The rite of investiture applied to abbots and bps. provoked a controversy 

in the Middle Ages bet. the papacy and various secular rulers. Before the fall of the Roman Empire, 

imperial influence prevailed. No important office was filled without direct sanction of the emperor, often 

not without nomination by him. When papal power increased, traditions respecting emperors were often 

set aside.) 

 

 

Events 

 

 

The Great Schism (1054; sometimes called Eastern Schism, Great Eastern Schism, Great Schism, or 

Schism between East and West). M. Caerularius (Patriarch of Constantinople 1043–1058; brought to 

completion the schism between the Roman and the Greek Church 1054; excommunicated by Leo X 1054) 

closed all Latin Churches in Constantinople 1053;  His main charge against the West was use of 

unleavened bread in Communion; Other charges included: omitting Hallelujah in Lent; observing 

Saturdays in Lent in Jewish fashion; violating the rule regarding things strangled and blood (cf. Acts 

15:20, 29). Leo* IX replied through legates with countercharges; Relations deteriorated; July 16, 1054, 

the papal representatives laid a writ of excommunication on the altar of St. Sophia Church, 

Constantinople ; This, in effect, sealed the schism, regardless of the reaction of Caerularius, which is 

variously reported; Antipathy between East and West was heightened by the Crusades, which included 

capture and sack of Constantinople 1204 

 

• Azymite Controversy: The name azymitai, “users of unleavened bread,” was given by the Greek 

Church to the Latin Church from the 11th c., because the latter used unleavened bread in the Lord's 

Supper, whereas the Greek Orthodox Church insists on leavened bread. The West Church maintained it 

was immaterial which kind of bread was used. The Council of Florence decided 1439 that each church 

was to follow its own custom. 

 

• Filioque Controversy:  A major dispute in the church; became a chief point of difference between the 

East and the West Church; The Nicene Creed had as the Third Article: “And in the Holy Spirit”; to this 

the Constantinopolitan Creed added: “The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father.” The 

belief that the Spirit proceeds also from the Son (Latin-filioque) is found in the 4th c. (e.g., in Ambrose), 

was taught by Augustine* of Hippo, and probably first appeared in creeds in Spain in the 5th c.; The term 

filioque was adopted at Toledo* 589, probably against Arianism;  Thereafter it was generally  accepted in 

the West and was adopted at Rome soon after 1000. The East Church, which made the Father alone the 

fountainhead of deity, rejected the filioque, but generally found no difficulty in saying that the Spirit 

proceeds from the Father through the Son. 
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Third Lateran Council (1177): condemned Waldensians & Albigensians (see below) 

• Waldensians: rejected purgatory, masses for the dead, indulgences, prayers to saints, Roman Catholic 

eucharist and hierarchy; Known for preaching, missionary zeal, Bible knowledge. Beginning at the time 

of the Reformation, they merged into Prot. groups. The 1655 Confession of the Waldenses, A Brief 

Confession of Faith of the Reformed Churches of Piedmont, is in part an abridgment of the 1559 Gallican 

Confession 

• Albigensians: named after Albi, city in SW France; Believing in a god of light and a prince of this 

world, they developed a New Manichaeism; the fallen angels were the “lost sheep of the house of Israel”; 

Jesus' death was only apparent (Docetism). They were repeatedly subjected to armed attack 1181–1229 

but did not finally disappear till the middle of the 14th c. 

 

  

The Crusades: Military expeditions initiated by the church against Muslim and others.  They are variously 

numbered. Their purpose was to recover the Holy Land for Christianity. Ca. 1074 Gregory VII gathered 

an army for war against the infidels, but his plans were not carried out, first because of the hostility of R. 

Guiscard,* later because of the investiture* controversy. At the end of the c. the time seemed more 

propitious; Urban* II preached a crusade against Islam* 1095, stirring the Council of Clermont* to a 

frenzy of enthusiasm further fanned by the fanaticism of Peter* the Hermit. Peasants, lower clergy, 

runaway monks, women, and children joined the movement and gave the advance guard of the crusading 

army the character of a mob; it came to a miserable end in Hungary and across the Bosporus.  Two results 

of the Crusades were increase of papal power because of the leading role played by popes in inaugurating 

these expeditions, and growth of the spirit of religious intolerance. This latter spirit found expression in 

the Inquisition 

 

1.  1097-1099: armies that set out 1096 on the 1
st
 Crusade lacked unity in motives, but were 

successful in this, that Nicaea* was taken 1097; the sultan of Iconium (now Konya, or Konia), another 

city in Asia Minor, was defeated soon thereafter; Antioch in Syria was captured June 1098; Jerusalem fell 

July 15, 1099. But increasing prosperity of the armies of occupation and of the Italian merchants who 

settled in Syrian ports led to debility and internal strife, with disastrous consequences 

 

2. 1147-1149:  Organized in 1147; its leaders were Louis VII of France and Conrad III of Ger.; it 

failed; by 1149 its armies returned to Europe 

 

3. 1189-1192:  When Saladin (1138–93) came to power in Egypt, he made it his object to drive the 

Christians out of Palestine. He took Jerusalem 1187 and restricted Christian power to Antioch in Syria, 

Tripoli, Tyre, and the Hospitalers fortress at Margat by 1189. News of the fall of Jerusalem led 

immediately to the organization of the 3d Crusade, with Frederick I of Germany, Richard I of Eng., and 

Philip  II of France as its leaders. But Frederick drowned 1190; after Acre was taken in 1191 by Richard 

and Philip, they quarreled; Philip left for France immediately; Richard left for Eng. 1192. The Crusade 

failed in its object, but ended in a 3-yr. peace with Saladin, saved Antioch, Tripoli, and a coastal strip for 

the Christians, and secured permission for small groups of Christians to visit Jerusalem. 

 

 

The following Crusades came to be marked by profoundly different aims and methods: 

 

4. 1202-1204:  Promoted by Innocent III; Philip of Swabia and the Venetians turned the Crusade to 

their own purposes; Zadar (It. Zara), an Adriatic port that had been taken by the Hungarians, was 

conquered 1202; Constantinople was taken and sacked 1204, the empire being divided between Venice 

and the Crusaders 
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5. 1212:  An outburst of fanatical enthusiasm led to the Children's Crusade, an ill-conceived and 

disastrously executed venture led by Stephen, a 12-yr.old Fr. shepherd, and Nicolas, an 8-yr.-old Ger. 

Hardship, death, and moral and literal shipwreck took their toll; many Fr. children fell into the hands of 

slavers. 

 

6. 1218-1221:  The last crusade begun under Innocent III.  Frederick II of Germany led the 6th 

Crusade 1228–29. His diplomacy achieved unexpected success. Bethlehem, Nazareth, and most of 

Jerusalem, as well as the pilgrim route from Acre to Jerusalem, were given to the Christians for a treaty 

period of 10 yrs. On expiration of the treaty, Thibaut IV (1201–53), count of Champagne and king of 

Navarre, led an expedition to Acre 1239 in an attempt to retain Jerusalem. He was joined 1240–41 by 

forces of Richard of Cornwall (1209 to 1272), king of the Romans. But the Christians were defeated and 

lost Jerusalem 1244. 

 

The 7th and 8th Crusades, undertaken by Louis IX of France: 

 

7. 1248–1254:  Louis IX of France reached Egypt 1249 via Cyprus; was defeated, captured, and 

released on ransom; went thence to Acre 1250; tried to strengthen Christian holdings in the Holy Land; 

returned to Fr. 1254 on the death of his mother 

 

8. 1270:  Louis IX went with his brother, Charles of Anjou, to Tunis; Louis died there of the plague; 

Charles ended the Crusade by successful negotiation. But with the fall of Caesarea and Arsuf 1265, 

Antioch and Joppa 1268, Tripoli 1289, and Acre 1291, Christians lost all ground they had gained in the 

Crusades.  
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THE MEDIEVAL CHURCH (590-1517 AD) 
 

 

Persons/Orders 

 

 

• Francis of Assisi (1182–1226) 

b. Assisi, Italy; resolved to imitate Christ's voluntary poverty ca. 1208; preached repentance and brotherly 

love; gathered followers; received papal approval; when the order was constituted in the technical sense, 

he resigned as minister and founded an order (Franciscans); Lover of nature; often pictured with birds; 

Regarded as one of the most lovable figures in the medieval church 

 

• Franciscans (founded 1209 by Francis of Assisi): Their early yrs. were marked by strict poverty, 

limited use of property, begging, humble service to all, and missionary endeavors; but the order was 

wracked for more than a cent. by disputes about the question of poverty; They produced such 

theologians as Bonaventura, J. Duns  Scotus, and William  of Ockham;  Some of its members felt the 

arm of the Inquisition 1318 for challenging the pope's authority 

 

 

• Dominican Order (1216) (Ordo Praedicatorum, “Order of Preachers”; also called Fratres 

Praedicatores, “Friars Preachers,” Black Friars [in England], and Jacobins): 

 The Spaniard Dominic (1171–1221; Roman Catholic priest), while engaged in efforts to convert the 

Albigenses of Southern France, founded the order 1215;  It adopted the Augustinian rule and was 

committed to poverty (Mendicant Friars) and dedicated to teaching, preaching, and scholarship; but the 

rule of poverty was soon disregarded and was abrogated for the whole order by 1477; The order grew 

rapidly, esp. in cities; It engaged in missions, but its chief purposes were strengthening faith and 

combating heresy; The Inquisition was largely, but not exclusively, staffed by Dominicans; They 

preached crusades; Notable Dominicans include Albertus Magnus, Cajetan, Pius V,  J. Tetzel, and 

Thomas Aquinas 

 

 

• Thomas Aquinas (1224/27–1274) 

“Doctor angelicus or communis; Princeps scholasticorum”; Philosopher & theologian; educated by 

Benedictines at Monte Cassino and Naples; Dominican 1243/44; his teaching was made official in the 

Dominican order; he was canonized 1323, made a Doctor of the Church 1567; Study of Thomas Aquinas 

was made part of all theological training;  Made patron of all Roman Catholic universities 1880; authority 

as teacher reaffirmed 1923 by Pius XI; his great achievement was to integrate into Christian thought the 

rigours of Aristotle's philosophy, just as the early Church Fathers had integrated Plato's thought in the 

early Christian era; He held that reason is capable of operating within faith; while the philosopher relies 

solely on reason, the theologian accepts faith as his starting point and then proceeds to conclusion through 

the use of reason; In his thought, there is a level of knowledge attainable by reason alone; another level is 

attainable by reason for skilled thinkers and by faith for unskilled thinkers; the highest level is attainable 

only by faith; Arguments for the existence of God are at the 2d level; His central theological problems 

were Christological (Incarnation) and sacramental; God is esse ipsum, man is in His image, Christ with 

the sacraments is the via (“way”); His system is called Thomism, his followers Thomists; Works include 

Summa theologiae 
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• Kublai Khan (1215—died 1294)  

Grandson of Genghis Khan who conquered China and established the Yuan, or Mongol, dynasty; 

Engaged in wars on its periphery with Myanmar, Java, Japan, and the nations of eastern Southeast Asia, 

suffering some disastrous defeats. At home, he set up a four-tiered society, with the Mongols and other 

Central Asian peoples forming the top two tiers, the inhabitants of northern China ranking next, and those 

of southern China on the bottom; Posts of importance were allotted to foreigners, including Marco Polo; 

Kublai repaired the Grand Canal and public granaries and made Buddhism the state religion; Although his 

reign was one of great prosperity, his politics were pursued less successfully by his followers 

 

 

• John Wycliffe (1320–84) 

Connected with Oxford University as student or teacher most of his life; parish priest, last at Lutterworth, 

a small market town in Leicestershire near Birmingham; His repeated opposition to the pope's meddling 

in English affairs of state and church and his other anti-Roman activities caused his citation before 

ecclesiastical tribunals, which, however, failed to silence him; Besides preaching himself, he trained and 

sent out itinerant preachers; also issued numerous Latin treatises and many English tracts against Roman 

errors; With aid of Nicholas of Hereford, one of his pupils, he translated Bible from Latin Vulgate and 

issued complete English Bible; His attack on transubstantiation aroused bitter controversy with mendicant 

friars; At times he seems to teach the Lutheran doctrine of the Lord's Supper, and then again speaks of the 

bread and wine as being “Christ's body and blood figuratively and spiritually”; Considered the 2 

sacraments real means of grace, but seemed to believe that an unbelieving priest could not administer 

them effectively; Confirmation and extreme unction were to him mere human institutions; Although he 

taught that Christ is the only Mediator bet. God and man, and delighted to dwell on the love of Christ, he 

ascribed a certain degree of meritoriousness to the good works of a Christian; Upheld separation of 

church and state and taught that the church is the congregation of the elect; Considered enforced celibacy 

immoral and apparently also thought it unscriptural “that ecclesiastical men should have temporal 

possessions”;  Maintained that Christ is only Head of church and that pope is Antichrist, yet never left 

Roman Catholic Church; Excommunicated 1415 by the Council of Constance; bones burned and ashes 

thrown into the Swift 1428 

 

 

 

Councils/Events 

 

 

• Fourth Lateran Council (1215) 

Canon 5: Proclamation of the papal primacy recognized by all antiquity. After the pope, primacy is 

attributed to the patriarchs in the following order: Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem. 

Canon 21, the famous "Omnis utriusque sexus", which commands every Christian who has reached the 

years of discretion to confess all his, or her, sins at least once a year to his, or her, own (i.e. parish) priest. 

This canon did no more than confirm earlier legislation and custom, and has been often but wrongly, 

quoted as commanding for the first time the use of sacramental confession 

 

 Papal Inquisition (1231) 

Inquisition (from Lat. inquiro, “inquire; search for”): Special permanent Roman Catholic tribunal 

established to detect and punish those guilty of dissent from accepted teachings and rites of the church; 

Directed by Gregory IX) to combat Cathari and Waldenses, its activity was later extended to others (e.g., 

Beguines, witches, diviners, blasphemers, and sacrilegious people); Its name is derived from its power to 

make inquiries in search of heresy; In the later Middle Ages an organized inquisitorial system to guard 

against inroads of heresy was developed; Popes, councils, synods, and secular rulers provided legislative 
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and administrative machinery; Lateran Council II (1139) required secular princes to prosecute heretics. 

Alexander III ordered imprisonment and confiscation of property of convicted heretics 1162–63; At the 

1229 Synod of Toulouse bishops were ordered to appoint a priest and 2 or more laymen to hunt heretics 

in their sees and bring them to trial before the episcopal tribunal (hence called Episcopal Inquisition); 

Gregory IX ordered life imprisonment for repentant heretics and capital punishment by state for obstinate 

heretics 1231 (Constitution Excommunicamus); Because he felt that bishops were lax in enforcing these 

regulations, Gregory IX entrusted trial and punishment of heretics to Konrad von Marburg (1180–1233), 

1st papal inquisitor in Germany; known for severity), who used esp. Dominicans for this purpose; This 

inquisition was first limited primarily to Germany, extended to Aragon 1232, made general 1233; 

Thereafter inquisitors or judges were selected almost exclusively from Dominicans and Franciscans; Each 

tribunal was to have 2 inquisitors who received their power directly from the pope; Responsible only to 

the pope, many inquisitors were cruel and ruthless; At times there was lawless retaliation against them; 

Konrad von Marburg was murdered 1233. 

 

 

• Pope declares supremacy over secular rulers (1302) 

 

 

• Bubonic Plague (Black Death, Black Plague, Great Mortality, and the Pestilence) [1348-1351] 

Bubonic Plague was spread by the fleas who lived on plague-infected rats, and such rats were ubiquitous 

on trading ships; Pneumonic Plague could spread with a sneeze and jump from person to person with 

terrifying speed; Septicemic Plague spread through contact with open sores; It is estimated that 

approximately 20 million people died in Europe from the Black Death,  about one-third of the population; 

Many cities lost more than 40% of their resident; Believed causes of the plague: God’s punishment; Jews 

poisoning the water; the papacy, etc. 

 

 

• Great Papal Schism (also called Great Schism; Western Schism) 

Schism in the Western Church at the end of the 14th and beginning of the 15
th
; After the death of Gregory 

XI, 1378, 16 cardinals at Rome elected Urban VI April 1378; Alienation soon developed among his 

electors. The French cardinals among them joined others at Avignon, Southeast France, in electing 

Clement VII antipope September 1378; Urban VI was supported by Italy, Germany, England,  Denmark, 

and Sweden, Clement VII by France,  Scotland., Savoy, Castile, Aragon, and Navarre; Urban VI was 

followed by Boniface IX, Innocent VII, and Gregory XII; Clement VII was followed by Benedict XIII; 

The 1409 Council of Pisa tried to depose Gregory XII and Benedict XIII and elected Alexander V, who 

was followed by John XXIII; But Gregory XII and Benedict XIII refused to submit to the council, with 

the result that 3 claimed to be pope; The Council of Constance declared April 6, 1415, that the pope must 

also obey an ecumenical council; It deposed John XXIII 1415; like the 1409 Council of Pisa, it tried to 

depose Benedict XIII 1417, but Benedict XIII, though almost wholly forsaken, defied all attempts to 

depose him till he died; The council elected Martin V November 11, 1417, practically ending the schism; 

It ended completely 1429 when Clement VIII, nominal successor of Benedict XIII, resigned 
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THE MEDIEVAL CHURCH (590-1517 AD) 

 

 
Names/People 

 

 

• John Hus of Bohemia (1370–1415) 

Reformer and martyr; lecturer U. of Prague 1398; priest 1401; rector U. of Prague 1402; preacher 

Bethlehem Chapel, Prague, founded for the preaching of the Word of God in the language of the people; 

Hus tried to restore true devotion among Christians and fearlessly attacked corruption (e.g., simony and 

indulgences) on all levels in the church; His defense of J. Wycliffe's reform ideas made him suspect of 

heresy; Forbidden to preach 1409; went into hiding 1412 and turned to writing; Stress on the church as 

the body of the elect and on the need for doctrine and decrees to be in harmony with Scripture in order to 

be binding on conscience challenged the importance and authority of the hierarchy; accused of Wycliffite 

errors and cited to appear before the Council of Constance1414; Hus hoped to defend his cause before the 

council, but he was thrown into prison and was only asked to recant his “errors”; The council, anxious to 

assert its authority and accomplish its purpose to restore unity and pure doctrine in the church, was not 

inclined to argue with a man accused of heresy;  Condemned July 6, 1415 and burned at the stake; Ashes 

were cast into the Rhine; Hus's inability to accept the authority of the church where it went against 

his conscience and his understanding of Scripture foreshadowed the advent of modern man and 

of the Reformation. 
 

 

• Thomas A. Kempis (1379/80–1471) 

German monk, traditional author of The Imitation of Christ, b. Kempen, Germany. He was schooled at 

Deventer, in the Netherlands, the center of the Brothers of the Common Life founded by Gerard Groote . 

He joined the Augustinian canons (1399) and was ordained a priest (c.1413). His convent was Mt. St. 

Agnes, near Zwolle, in the Netherlands. Thomas worked principally at copying and writing. A number of 

his treatises on the monastic life and little devotional essays have been translated into English. The great 

devotional work The Imitation of Christ (c.1427) has traditionally been ascribed to him, although some 

scholars have contested his authorship 

The Imitation of Christ: Christian devotional book; originated among the Brothers of the 

Common Life in the Netherlands and was written probably c.1425. Tradition (since c.1445) has 

ascribed it to Thomas à Kempis , whose name appears on an early Latin manuscript. A popular 

contemporary theory holds that Thomas copied out and edited The Imitation from manuscripts 

originating with Gerard Groote . The work encourages a life of mystical devotion to Christ and a 

distrust of the human intellect. The four books treat liberation from worldly inclinations, 

recollection as a preparation for prayer, the consolations of prayer, and the place of eucharistic 

communion in a devout life. The work is a summary of the spirit of Groote's movement, the 

devotio moderna. 

 

 

• Joan of Arc (1412–31) 
“The Maid of Orleans”; b. France, of peasant parents; On the basis of alleged visions she led a French 

army against the English; raised the siege of Orléans 1429; captured by Burgundians 1430; sold to 

English, who persuaded France to join in convicting her of witchcraft and heresy; burned at the stake at 

Rouen on May 30; A revision of her trial in 1456 declared her to have been unjustly condemned; 

Canonized in 1920, she is the second patron of France; Feast day, 30 May. 



 29 

 

• Johann Gutenberg (1397-1468) 

 

German inventor and printer, long credited with the invention of a method of 

printing from movable type, including the use of metal molds and alloys, a special 

press, and oil-based inks: a method that, with refinements and increased 

mechanization, remained the principal means of printing until the late 20th cent; His 

type, which was hand set with characters of equal height, was printed on handmade 

paper; believed by some to have printed the 1282-page Latin Mazarin Bible 

 

 

 

 

Events/Times 

 

 

• Council of Constance (1414–18) 
The 2d of three 15th-cent. councils intended to bring about a reformation of the church; held under John 

XXIII and Sigismund; The papal schism 1378–1417 was settled; John XXIII  and Benedict XIII were 

deposed; Gregory XII abdicated; Martin V was elected; J. Hus and Jerome of Prague were burned; 

Reforms were urged by lower clergy, monks, doctors, and professors and supported by the emperor, But 

the would-be reformers disagreed among themselves and their agitation practically came to naught, 

largely because the abuses they attacked concerned such matters as papal procedure, administration and 

income of vacant benefices, simony, indulgences, and dispensations, from which the pope, cardinals, and 

other Roman church officials received much of their income 

 

 

• Renaissance 

Began in Italy in the 14
th
 cent.; Came to affect the rest of Europe in varying degrees, and was marked by a 

change in the style of living, a greater degree of individualism, a more secular direction, a new 

appreciation of the world of nature, and a renewed emphasis on classical antiquity as form and norm for 

culture and way of life; One feature of the Renaissance was an increase of learning associated with the 

renewal of classical culture; Humanists, many of whom served as professors of poetry and rhetoric or as 

secretaries in city-states characteristic of Italian political organization in this period, were men of letters 

mainly responsible for the revival of interest in Latin and Greek antiquity; A certain progression in 

Renaissance humanism is discernible (Literary humanists felt a sense of distance from the ancient past 

and tagged the cents. just preceding as the “dark* ages”) 

 

 

• Spanish Inquisition 

Peculiar to Spain and its colonies; established at the request of Ferdinand V of Castile (Ferdinand II of 

Aragon; “the Catholic”; 1452–1516) and Isabella I (Spain: Isabel; “the Catholic”; 1451–1504; married 

Ferdinand II of Aragon 1469; ruled with him as Ferdinand V of Castile and Aragon 1479–1504) to 

eradicate heresy, to deal with conversos or Marranos (Jews and Moors who professed Christianity, but in 

some cases only halfheartedly or to escape persecution), to consolidate their realm, to share in spoils; 

Sixtus IV gave Roman Catholic kings right to appoint 2 or 3 doctors of theology, as inquisitors 1478; 

Inquisitors were appointed 1480, installed 1481; in 1483 Ferdinand raised this tribunal to the dignity of 

the 5th council of the state and called it Concejo de la Suprema y General lnquisicion (Council of the 

Supreme and General Inquisition); The whole Spanish Inquisition was put under Tomas de Torquemada, 

who became known as a cruel, uncouth persecutor. Suppressed 1808, reest. 1813, it was abolished 1834. 
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Luther  
 

 
5
Selective Events of Luther’s Life 

 

 
1483  Born Nov 10 in Eisleben 

  The second child of Hans and Margaret 

  Baptized Nov 11 (The Festival of St. Martin of Tours)  

 

1507  Becomes a priest, celebrating his first Mass 

  Returns to the university to study theology 

 

1510  Trip to ‘Holy’ Rome 

 

1512  Becomes Dr. Martin Luther 

 

1517  Ninety-Five Theses posted on Castle church door in Wittenberg, Oct 31 

 

1520  Writes ‘An Address to the Christian Nobility of the German Nation’, ‘On the  

  Babylonian Captivity of the Church’, and ‘The Freedom of the Christian Man’ 

  Excommunicated 

 

1521  At Worms 
 

“Unless I am convinced by the teachings of Holy Scripture or by sound reasoning 

- for I do not believe either the pope or councils alone, since they have often made 

mistakes and have even said the exact opposite about the same point - I am tied by 

the Scriptures I have quoted and by my conscience.  I cannot and will not recant 

anything, for to go against conscience is neither safe nor right.  Here I stand.  God 

help me!  Amen.” (p107) 
   

1529  Publishes Large and Small Catechisms 

 

1530  Diet of Augsburg (The Augsburg Confession is read before the emperor) 
 

1534  German translation of the entire Bible completed 

 

1546  Dies Feb 18 in Eisleben 

                                                 
5
 Nohl, Frederick (2003). Luther, Biography of  A Reformer.  Concordia Publishing House: St. Louis, MO, p215-

219 
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6
Vocabulary 

 

 

• Penance: “Included being truly sorry for sins, confessing these sins to a priest, and having the 

priest forgive the guilt of the sins and eternal punishment due them.  It also included doing 

good works ordered by the priest.  These works were done to prove the sincerity of the 

confession and sorrow and to earn forgiveness for the temporal (earthly) punishment due the 

sins.  The more good works a Christian did before He died, the less he would suffer in 

purgatory.” (p49-50) 

 

• Purgatory: “A place for Christians who had not done enough good works on earth to 

immediately go to heaven.  Here they suffered the temporal punishment still due their sins 

before entering heaven.” (p50) 

 

• Indulgence: “Besides his own good works, the Christian had another way to reduce his 

suffering in purgatory.  The church taught that Christ and some saints had done more good 

works than needed.  God kept these extra good works in a heavenly treasury, ready for 

Christians who needed them.  However, a problem remained.  How could the Christian get 

some of these extra good works for himself and thus reduce his suffering in purgatory?” 

“The church answered this questions like this: ‘Suppose you have confessed your sins, been 

forgiven, and are doing good works.  Now, if you really want some of the extra good works in 

the heavenly treasury, you can earn them.  For example, you can pray ‘My God and My All,’ 

or you can give money to help build a new hospital (or St. Peter’s Basilica).  In this way you 

will earn an indulgence.  The indulgence will reduce the temporal punishment due you before 

entering into heaven.  God Himself will decide just how much to reduce your punishment and 

suffering in purgatory.’” (p50) 
 

 

 

The Lutheran Confessions 

 

• The Small & Large Catechism (1529) 

• Smalcald Articles (1538) 

• Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope (1540) 

• The Augsburg Confession (1530) & Apology (Defense) (1531) 

• Formula of Concord (1577) 

• Book of Concord (1580) 
 

 

  

                                                 
6
 Ibid. 
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7
Saving Faith 

 

“Faith is an unceasing and constant looking which turns the eyes upon nothing but Christ, the Victor over 

sin and death and the Giver of righteousness, salvation, and life eternal.  This is why Paul, in his epistles, 

sets Jesus Christ before us and teaches about Him almost every single verse.  But he sets Him before us 

through the Word, for in no other way can He be apprehended except by faith in the Word. (#1374) 

 

“Faith is the yes of the heart, a conviction on which one stakes one’s life.  On what does faith rest?  On 

Christ, born of a woman, made under the Law, who died, etc., as the children pray.  To this confession I 

say yes with the full confidence of my heart.  Christ came for my sake, in order to free me from the Law, 

not only from the guilt of sin but also from the power of the Law.  If you are able to say yes to this, you 

have what is called faith; and this faith does everything…But this faith does not grow by our own powers. 

On the contrary, the Holy Spirit is present and writes it in the heart. (#1376) 

 

 

• 
8
Christology 

 

“What matter of more sacred importance can lie hidden in Scriptures now that the seals are broken, the 

stone is rolled from the sepulcher, and that greatest of all mysteries is brought to light: Christ, the Son of 

God made Man – God, Triune and yet One, Christ, who suffered for us and will rule eternally?  Are not 

these things known and sung in our very streets?  Take Christ out of the Scriptures, and what else will you 

find in them?” (#437) 

 

“Everything depends on the article of Christ, and everything is involved in it.  Whoever has this article 

has everything; and Christians must engage in the severest conflict on its behalf and must forever strive 

and struggle to remain loyal to it.  Hence Christ and the apostles, not without cause, everywhere urge it.  

For although Scripture is the basis also the other articles (for instance, for Christ’s birth by Mary, a pure 

virgin), yet it does not so strongly emphasize these.  Thus St. Paul (while contending for this article) does 

not name the mother nor stress the honor of her virginity but simply says (Gal. 4:4): “Born of a woman.”  

But he does exhaustively state that we obtain grace and salvation from God, not through works and the 

Law but only through this Mediator, Christ.” (#438) 

 

“You must stay with the person of Christ.  When you have Him, you have all; but you have also lost all 

when you lost Him.  In Christ you come to the Father, and the Father directs you to Christ.  Stay with 

Christ, then, who says that He is the Bread of Life (John 6), although your eyes do not see it and your 

reason does not grasp it.  (#443) 

 

“…God neither wants to be known nor can be known in any other way except through Christ, according 

to this word in John 1:18: “The Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.” (#2197, 

p704) 

 

THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION, IV. [JUSTIFICATION] 

 
1
 It is also taught among us that we cannot obtain forgiveness of sin and righteousness before God by 

our own merits, works, or satisfactions, but that we receive forgiveness of sin and become righteous 

before God by grace, for Christ’s sake, through faith, 
2
 when we believe that Christ suffered for us and 

that for his sake our sin is forgiven and righteousness and eternal life are given to us. 
3
 For God will 

regard and reckon this faith as righteousness, as Paul says in Romans 3:21-26 and 4:5. 

                                                 
7
 Ewald Plass (1959).  What Luther Says. CPH: St. Louis, MO. 

8
 Ibid. 
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Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin, Anabaptists 

 
 

 

• Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531, Switzerland) 

 

 

Founder of Swiss Reformation Church; received humanistic education; parish priest at Glarus 1506–16 

(took time out to be chaplain at battles of Novara 1513 and Marignano 1515, both in Italy; preached 

against hiring out of Swiss soldiers as mercenaries, arousing animosity against him); at Einsiedeln 1516–

18 (opposed indulgences); and at Zurich, where he stayed from 1519 to end of life; Studied a great deal, 

esp. the New Testament and church fathers; His reformatory work did not really begin until 1522, when 

he wrote against compulsory fasting; That year he contracted a secret marriage, which was publicly 

solemnized 1524; In a disputation January 29, 1523, Zwingli successfully defended 67 theses he had 

drawn up, in which he maintained that the Gospel alone should be the rule of faith and practice; In a few 

months he expanded these and published the 1st German Evangelical dogmatics; A 2
nd
 disputation (in 

which Zwingli attacked the Roman Catholic Mass) took place October 26–28, 1523, and a 3d on January 

19–20, 1524; Pictures and statues were removed from churches; even church music was abolished; 

services were held in the vernacular; monasteries were closed. Ca. 1523 Zwingli adopted C. H. Hoen's
9
 

doctrine of the Eucharist; On Maundy Thursday, April 13, 1525, the Lord's Supper was celebrated in 

Zurich with men and women sitting on opposite sides of a table extending down the middle aisle; Zwingli 

strongly opposed the Anabaptists; 
10
In 1529, in his only meeting with Luther, he attended the Marburg 

Colloquy; When the Diet of Augsburg convened on June 30, 1530, Zwingli sent his own confession of 

faith to the emperor; He set on foot far-reaching politico-religious schemes, but the 5 Forest Cantons 

remained staunchly Roman Catholic, and war broke out between  them and Zurich; He went out with the 

army as chaplain and was killed. 

 

 

It is hard to determine to what extent Zwingli was dependent on Luther; He always maintained that he 

arrived at his theological conclusions independently, but he read Luther's writings and some influence is 

highly probable; Interesting comparisons can be drawn between the 2 men: Like Luther, Zwingli was a 

born musician and fond of company, also an excellent teacher; unlike Luther, he defended the death 

penalty for unbelievers and was always ready to engage in politics; both recognized Scripture as the only 

authority in religion, but Zwingli was inclined to be influenced by reason and humanism.  

 

 

“The Holy Spirit requires no vehicle” (enthusiasm); “…separation between the Creator and the creature is 

such that God does not employ means of grace.” 

 

 

                                                 
9
 Hoen developed a theory that in the words of institution of the Lord's Supper “is” means “signifies.” 

10
 Luther and Zwingli found a consensus on fourteen points, they kept differing on the last one pertaining to the 

Eucharist: Luther maintained that by Sacramental Union, the consecrated bread and wine in the Lord's Supper were 

united to the true body and blood of Christ for all communicants to eat and drink; whereas, Zwingli considered 

bread and wine only symbols of the body and blood of Christ. On this issue they parted without having reached an 

agreement. 
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• John Calvin (1509-1564, Geneva-Switzerland) 

 

 

Background 

 

 

Father of Reformed Theology; Founder of Presbyterian Church polity; Felt that a complete reformation of 

the church required the abolition of all ceremonies (traditions) with no Scriptural command (i.e. Luther 

didn’t go far enough) 

 

 

As a young man he began studies for the priesthood at Paris, but soon transferred to law; He early came in 

contact both with humanism and with the evangelical movement initiated by Luther; The exact details of 

his conversion to Protestantism are absent from his writings, but it is apparent that it occurred no later 

than 1533; As a result of espousing the Protestant cause, he fled France, arriving Basel 1535, where he 

planned to devote himself to scholarship. 

 

 

While passing through Geneva in 1536, Calvin was prevailed upon by the local Protestant. leader Farel 

to remain; With Farel he prepared a confession of faith (which they expected all to accept) and a 

catechism; This created wide resentment, and Calvin was forced to leave Geneva when the city council 

turned against him; He planned to return to Basel, but at the insistence of Bucer he went instead to 

Strasbourg. 

 

 

Calvin was impressed by Bucer's emphasis on the community character of the church in Strasbourg; 

Under Bucer's influence, too, his doctrinal views concerning predestination and church order came to 

maturity during his Strasbourg sojourn; There, too, in 1541, he married a widow, Idelette de Bure, whom 

he called “the excellent companion of his life”; She died 1549, leaving Calvin to rear two stepchildren; 

Calvin's natural austerity was accentuated by domestic troubles. 

 

 

Meanwhile, in 1541, Calvin was called back to Geneva, where Farel's Protestant party had succeeded in 

regaining control of the city; As a condition of his return, Calvin insisted on complete authority as leader 

of the Genevan “theocracy”; Under him Geneva became the “city of God.” 

 

 

At Calvin's direction, 4 church orders were established: ministers, elders, teachers, deacons. The former 2 

constituted the ecclesiastical consistory, with full power of church discipline; Calvin was unyielding in 

his efforts to extirpate heresy; in a notable case, the city council in 1553, at Calvin's insistence, executed 

Servetus on charges of heresy. 

 

 

Calvin's authority in Geneva was now unquestioned and his influence spread throughout Europe; Though 

subject to a chronic illness, he engaged in prodigious work; He lectured and preached several times a 

week; wrote exegetical and homiletical commentaries, besides innumerable theological tracts and 

opinions; carried on a voluminous correspondence; and supervised successive editions of Institutes; In 

1559 he founded the Academy of Geneva, which attracted thousands of students from all parts of Europe; 

Always frugal and plain in his manner of life, he usually slept no more than 4 hours a night; He died in 

the arms of his friend Beza. 
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Calvin's Theology 

His theological orientation is consistently Biblical, and Luther's influence on his doctrinal formulations is 

undeniable; There existed, nevertheless, a distinct difference between the two reformers, characterized by 

Calvin's predominantly formal and legalistic approach to Christianity in contrast to Luther's warm and 

evangelical spirit; “Luther stresses the glory of God's love; Calvin stresses God's love of glory.” 
 

The idea of the sovereignty, honor, and glory of God is paramount in Calvin's system; He emphasizes 

God's love of “docility” and speaks of Him as “spiritual legislator”; In the doctrine of justification, Calvin 

is close to Luther, though his approach is more intellectual and judicial; He accepts the Bible as the sole 

and infallible source of divine truth; Man, since the fall of Adam, is totally depraved and is redeemed only 

by the blood of Christ, whom he must accept through faith engendered by the Holy Spirit; He conceives 

of the church as the total number of the elect and insists on the 4 orders of church government; He 

believes the 2 sacraments to be efficacious means of grace; He understands the real presence of Christ in a 

spiritual sense; The state is God's instrument, subject to His sovereignty, and its laws must conform to His; 

thus Calvin regards every member of the state as also under the discipline of the church. 
 

In his doctrine of predestination, the “horrible decree,” Calvin is swayed by logic: Since only some are 

elect, he deduces that the others must be reprobate (Double Predestination); The Scripture passages on 

universal grace he applies only to the elect; Concerning this doctrine he asserts that “God will be glorified 

in His own way.”  
 

The influence of Calvin spread throughout Switzerland, and in 1549 the Consensus Tigurinus provided a 

doctrinal basis for the unification of Zwinglians and Calvinists in that country; From Geneva Calvinism 

branched out into all parts of Europe and gave rise to the French Huguenots, the Dutch Reformed, the 

Scotch Presbyterians, and the English Puritans 
 

Institutes of the Christian Religion (1536) 

The classic exposition of Calvin's theology. A 2
nd
 edition appeared in 1539, and the first French edition in 

1540; The Institutes, which show a close dependence on Luther, present Calvin's theology in lucid, 

systematic, and exhaustive form and established him at the age of 27 as a theologian of the first rank; This 

work originally contained 4 main chapters: Commandments, Creed, Prayer, and Sacraments; He 

continued to revise and expand the Institutes, so that the final definitive edition of 1559 contains 80 

chapters divided into 4 books: Of the Father; Of the Son; Of the Holy Spirit; Of the Church. 
 

Calvinism.  

The term, derived from the name of John  Calvin is employed variously to denote the individual teachings 

of Calvin; the doctrinal system confessed by the “Reformed” or “Calvinistic” churches; the entire body of 

conceptions, theological, ethical, philosophical., social, and political, that owe their origin to Calvin; 

Sometimes also the term comprehends his views regarding both theological doctrine and ecclesiastical 

polity; At other times it is limited to the former, especially to his view on the doctrine of grace. These 

views are sometimes called the 
11
Five Points of Calvinism: 1. particular election (supralapsarianism); 2. 

particular redemption; 3. moral inability in the fallen state; 4. irresistible grace; 5. final perseverance; 

These Five Points were opposed by the rival system of Arminianism,* which was presented at the 1618–

19 Synod of Dordrecht (Dort); The synod condemned the Arminian doctrines and enforced adherence to 

Calvinism; In addition to a doctrine of grace, Calvin held the spiritual presence of Christ in the Lord's 

Supper but not the doctrine of the real presence of Christ's body in the sacrament; He stressed the 

sovereignty of God; His views of church government were essentially such as are now called Presbyterian; 

Holding that the church should he spiritually independent of the state, he yet was willing that the 

discipline of the church should be carried out by the civil magistrates. 

                                                 
11
 TULIP: Total Depravity, Unconditional Election, Limited Atonement, Irresistible grace, Perseverance of the 

saints  
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• Anabaptist (from the Greek for “rebaptize”) 
Term of reproach applied to those who insist on rebaptism of those who were baptized as infants or by 

heretics or by clergy who lapsed from faith under persecution; The term was first used in the 4th 

century;16
th
 cent. centers include Zurich, Switzerland; Zwickau and Wittenberg, Saxony; Moravia; 

Northwest Germany and the Low Countries; Münster, Westphalia; Rhineland and Southwest Germany 

 

 

• Thomas Munster (1489/91–1525) 

German enthusiast; b. Saxony; educated at Leipzig and Frankfurt; preacher at Zwickau 1520; 

tried to surpass Martin Luther as a reformer; fanatical ascetic and Anabaptist; built religion on 

direct revelation; claimed enlightenment by inner light through visions, dreams, etc.; leader in 

Peasants'* War; defeated at Frankenhausen; beheaded. 

 

 
• Zwickau Prophets (Heavenly Prophets): Name given to group of radical Anabaptists from Zwickaa, 

Germany; led by Nikolaus Storch (weaver; claimed prophetic power; d. 1525); Stressed rigid 

conformity to New Testament injunctions, separation of believer from unbelieving marriage partner; 

rejected infant baptism, use of oaths, use of civil power, military service; some were iconoclastic; 

Storch and others came to Wittenberg, December 1521, influenced Karlstadt and even Melanchthon 

for a time, causing Luther to return to Wittenberg from the Wartburg, March 1522. 

 

 
• Enthusiasm (from Greek; fanaticism from Latin; Germany, Schwärmerei); Belief that people receive 

special revelations of the Holy Spirit; Enthusiasts expect God to draw, enlighten, justify, and save 

them without means of grace (i.e. Mennonites) 

 

 

 

• The Jesuits/The Society of Jesus (1540) 

Founded by Ignatius of Loyola; he and 6 companions made the first vows 1534; canonical establishment 

came in 1540; Stated purpose: salvation and perfection of mankind; Emphasis on obedience (including 

special obedience to the pope) is reflected in use of military language. Main work is in education (esp. 

higher education) and missions; Jesuits were prominent in the Counter Reformation  
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THE REFORMATION & COUNTER-REFORMATION (1500) 

 
 

The Reformation & Counter-Reformation (1500) 
 

 

The Counter-Reformation 
 

• Also called Catholic Reformation. A movement in the Roman Catholic Church toward reform and 

renewal, having its rise in the late 15th cent., but receiving its greatest impetus and acceleration 

from the Protestant Reformation. 

 

 

• Jesuits (Society of Jesus, founded by I. of Loyola, 1540) 

Dedicated to missions and education, it was one of the most powerful forces in the renewal of Romanism; 

Xavier is noted for his missions in the Orient; The Jesuits, observing strict obedience, became valuable 

allies of the reformed popes that followed the earlier Renaissance papacy, rehabilitated the papacy and 

made it a moral as well as a political force; Renaissance papacy are Paul III, Julius III, Paul IV, Pius IV, 

and Pius V -- All of these popes used the Roman Inquisition, founded 1542 by Paul III; An adaptation of 

an older institution used Spain, it was operative especially  in Italy in suppressing Protestantism.  

 

 

• Index of Prohibited Books 

Roman Catholic list of books proscribed (prohibited) for the faithful; Its history begins with a list 

promulgated (set forth) in 405 by Innocent 1 (died 417; pope 401–417); Many individual works were 

condemned by popes or councils (e.g., works of John Wycliffe, J. Hus); The Council of Trent, 4th Session, 

decreed that no religious books should be published without church approval. 

Paul IV gave the task of cataloging forbidden books 1557 to a congregation of cardinals that had been 

appointed 1542 and that published a list in 1559 in efforts to counter Protestantism; A commission 

appointed by the Council of Trent drafted a list ratified 1564 by Pius IV; Various rules and lists were 

drafted thereafter; Leo XIII drafted a new Index and general  rules governing censorship and prohibition 

of books; The norms were promulgated in 1897 and a new Index published in 1900; Several editions were 

published later;  

Alfredo Ottaviani (b. Rome 1890; cardinal 1953), head of Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 

announced in 1966 that no more editions of the Index would be published, but the Roman Catholic 

Church still claims the right to prohibit books it regards dangerous to faith and morals. 

 

• The Council of Trent (1545–47, 1551–52, 1562–63) 

One of the most important factors in the Counter-Reformation; Summoned by Paul III 

 

Session 1-10 (1545–47): Doctrine and reform were treated concurrently; The acceptance of the traditional 

Canon (including the Apocrypha), the authorization of the Vulgate, and the definition of Scripture and 

tradition as the sources of religious truth were determined; Rejection of imputed righteousness in the 

doctrine of justification gave direction to Roman Catholic doctrine. 

 

Session 11-16 (1551–52): Canons on the Eucharist, Penance, and Extreme Unction established 

 

Session 17-25 (1562–63): The sacrifice of the mass, orders, and the establishment of seminaries were 

among the matters in which decisions were reached.  
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Anathemas on Protestant doctrines and affirmations of Roman Catholic teachings, with the success of 

reform decrees, mark the importance of the Council of Trent in the Counter Reformation. 

 
12
From The Council of Trent, Session 6: 

 

ON JUSTIFICATION  
 

CANON V.-If any one saith, that, since Adam's sin, the free will of man is lost and extinguished; or, that it is a thing 

with only a name, yea a name without a reality, a figment, in fine, introduced into the Church by Satan; let him be 

anathema.  

 

CANON VII.-If any one saith, that all works done before Justification, in whatsoever way they be done, are truly 

sins, or merit the hatred of God; or that the more earnestly one strives to dispose himself for grace, the more 

grievously he sins: let him be anathema.  

 

CANON IX.-If any one saith, that by faith alone the impious is justified; in such wise as to mean, that nothing 

else is required to co-operate in order to the obtaining the grace of Justification, and that it is not in any way 

necessary, that he be prepared and disposed by the movement of his own will; let him be anathema.  

 

CANON XI.-If any one saith, that men are justified, either by the sole imputation of the justice of Christ, or 

by the sole remission of sins, to the exclusion of the grace and the charity which is poured forth in their hearts 

by the Holy Ghost, and is inherent in them; or even that the grace, whereby we are justified, is only the 

favour of God; let him be anathema.  

 

CANON XII.-If any one saith, that justifying faith is nothing else but confidence in the divine mercy which 

remits sins for Christ's sake; or, that this confidence alone is that whereby we are justified; let him be 

anathema.  

 

CANON XIII.-If any one saith, that it is necessary for every one, for the obtaining the remission of sins, that 

he believe for certain, and without any wavering arising from his own infirmity and disposition, that his sins 

are forgiven him; let him be anathema.  

 

CANON XXI.-If any one saith, that Christ Jesus was given of God to men, as a redeemer in whom to trust, 

and not also as a legislator whom to obey; let him be anathema.  

 

CANON XXIV.-If any one saith, that the justice received is not preserved and also increased before God through 

good works; but that the said works are merely the fruits and signs of Justification obtained, but not a cause of the 

increase thereof; let him be anathema.  

 

CANON XXX.-If any one saith, that, after the grace of Justification has been received, to every penitent sinner the 

guilt is remitted, and the debt of eternal punishment is blotted out in such wise, that there remains not any debt of 

temporal punishment to be discharged either in this world, or in the next in Purgatory, before the entrance to the 

kingdom of heaven can be opened (to him); let him be anathema.  

 

 

Luther on Councils: Martin Luther subordinated councils to the Word of God, which is self-

sufficient ; The truth of the Gospel cannot be established by councils; The Holy Spirit is not 

bound by decisions of councils; Since articles of faith, doctrine, and works existed before 

councils, councils cannot establish or decree doctrine, but, as all men, must show that what they 

say is in harmony with God's Word; if their pronouncements show such harmony, they are 

accepted for the Word's sake; As individual members, so also councils erred. 

•  

                                                 
12
 These Canons have not been rescinded (revoked, repealed) by the Roman Catholic Church 
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THE MODERN ERA (LATE 1500’S-EARLY 1900’S AD) 
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THE MODERN ERA (LATE 1500’S-EARLY 1900’S AD) 

  
Persons 

 

• Matteo Ricci (1552–1610) 

b. Italy; Jesuit 1571; Missionary to India 1578, to China 1583; became a favorite of the Chinese emperor; 

Works include writings on Chinese geography and history; Christian works in Chinese, including T'ien-

chu-she-i (“The True Doctrine of God”) 

 

• Jacobus Arminius (Armenianism) (1560–1609) 
Term embracing in general the teachings of Jacobus Arminius The theological views of Arminius and his 

followers were summed up in 5 points, briefly: 1. God from all eternity predestined to eternal life those of 

whom He foresaw that they would remain steadfast in faith to their end. 2. Christ died for all mankind, 

not only for the elect. 3. Man cooperates in his conversion by free will. 4. Man may resist divine grace. 5. 

Man may fall from divine grace. This last tenet was first held but doubtfully; but ultimately it was firmly 

accepted; The 1618–19 Synod of Dordrecht (Dort) condemned the Arminian doctrines, and the civil 

powers, as was the general practice of the age, enforced the decrees of the council by pains and penalties. 

 

• Synod of Dort (1618): 

 T-Total Depravity 

 U-Unconditional Election 

 L-Limited Atonement 

 I-Irresistibility of grace 

 P-Final Perseverance 

 

• KJV published (1611) (also called Authorized Version)  
Resulted from a suggestion by John Rainolds at the Hampton  Court Conference; James I, interested in 

theology, ordered that a translation be made of the whole Bible consonant to the original Hebrew and 

Greek, to be used in all churches of England; To insure accuracy, the translators (54 were appointed, but 

only ca. 50 can be identified) were bound to observe no fewer than 15 specific rules; In particular, it was 

provided that the entire body of translators, divided into 6 companies, should approve the work of every 

member; The version is essentially a revision of the Bishops' Bible of 1572; The new version, appearing 

under royal authority and commended by the best scholarship of the age, though bitterly criticized in 

some quarters, soon won general favor; For 350 yrs. it held its place as the Bible of the English-speaking 

world; The rare beauty and purity of its diction, its dignified and elegant simplicity, its reverent spirit and 

attitude endeared it to millions of hearts and made it the most popular book in the English tongue. 

 

• Galileo (1564–1642) 

b. Pisa, Italy; astronomer, physicist; His views brought him under the suspicion of the Inquisition 1611 

and 1632; condemned 1633; Recanted under threat of torture; Tried to harmonize Scripture with the 

findings of science; made many discoveries in astronomy and physics; Agree with Copernicus’s theory 

that the earth revolved around the sun 

 

• John Bunyan (1628–88) 

English preacher and author; Joined Bedford nonconformist church1653; Came into conflict with George 

Fox and Quakers; He was ordered to stop preaching, refused, and was thrown into jail, where he remained 

ca. 11 1/2 yrs. and wrote some of his works, which include Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners; The 

Life and Death of Mr. Badman; The Holy War; The Heavenly Footman; Pilgrim's Progress 
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Confessions 

 

• Westminster Confession (1647) 
Affliliated names/groups: John Knox (Church of Scotland), Church of England, Reformed Churches; 

Presents mature Calvinism. It starts from God's sovereignty and justice and makes the predestinarian 

scheme control the historical and Christological scheme: 
Chapter IIl, iii–vii: “By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, some men and angels are predestinated unto 

everlasting life, and others foreordained to everlasting death … to the praise of his glorious grace … [and] justice.”  

VII, ii–vi: “The first covenant made [by God] with man was a covenant of works, wherein life was promised to Adam, 

and in him to his posterity, upon condition of perfect and personal obedience. iii. Man by his fall having made himself 

incapable of life by that covenant, the Lord was pleased to make a second, commonly called the covenant of grace. … v. 

This covenant was differently administered in the time of the Law [OT] and in the time of the Gospel [NT].… There are 

not, therefore, two covenants of grace differing in substance, but one and the same under various dispensations.”  

XVII, i: “They whom God hath accepted in His Beloved, effectually called and sanctified by His Spirit, can neither 

totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace; but shall certainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally 

saved.”  

XXI, vii–viii: “… [God] hath particularly appointed one day in seven for a Sabbath, to be kept holy unto Him: which, 

from the beginning of the world to the resurrection of Christ, was the last day of the week; and, from the resurrection of 

Christ, was changed into the first day of the week … viii. This Sabbath is then kept holy unto the Lord, when men, after a 

due preparing of their hearts, and ordering of their common affairs beforehand, do not only observe an holy rest all the 

day from their own works, words, and thoughts, about their worldly employments and recreations; but also are taken up 

the whole time in the public and private exercises of His worship, and in the duties of necessity and mercy.”  

XXIII, iii: “The civil magistrate may not assume to himself the administration of the Word and Sacraments, or the power 

of the keys of the kingdom of heaven: yet he hath authority, and it is his duty to take order, that unity and peace be 

preserved in the Church, that the truth of God be kept pure and entire, that all blasphemies and heresies be suppressed, all 

corruptions and abuses in worship and discipline prevented or reformed, and all the ordinances of God duly settled, 

administered, and observed.”  

XXIX, vii–viii: “Worthy receivers, outwardly partaking of the visible elements in this sacrament, do then also inwardly 

by faith, really and indeed, yet not carnally and corporally, but spiritually, receive and feed upon Christ crucified, and all 

benefits of His death … viii. Although ignorant and wicked men receive the outward elements in this sacrament, yet they 

receive not the thing signified thereby.…” 

 

 

Groups 

 

• The Quakers (Society of Friends) 
Religious body founded ca. 1652 in England by George Fox; Followers first called themselves Children of Truth or 

Children of Light; Converts included William Penn; During the first decades Friends suffered much persecution, largely 

because they held public meetings (other nonconformists met in secret); They also disparaged clergy, sacraments, and 

churches, interrupted services, and refused to take oaths, pay tithes, and take off hats as a show of deference; New Eng., 

where it encountered persecution in 1656 esp. by Puritans in Massachusetts, who hanged 4 Quakers in Boston; 

Pennsylvania offered Quakers an asylum where they prospered and became known for their kind treatment of Indians 

and their efforts toward abolition of slavery. 

Recognizes the historical value of the ecumenical creeds but does not regard them as binding;  

“inner light” theory-holds in general that God communicates with man, that He does not leave Himself without witness 

in man's heart, and that the measure of light thus given grows by obedience; The redemption of Christ is not sufficient, 

but gives man the power to complete it; Baptism and the Lord's Supper are regarded as mere rites without intrinsic value; 

Services are completely nonliturgical;  Assembled worshipers sit silently until someone is called by the “inner light” to 

speak; If no one is so moved the meeting ends in silence; The dignity and essential worth of the individual rest on the 

measure of the Spirit that he possesses; They believe in the brotherhood of man and respect for human rights; They 

advocate broad humanitarianism and are active in many phases of philanthropy; They are opposed in principle to 

participation in war, capital punishment, and litigation 



 43 

THE MODERN ERA (LATE 1500’S-EARLY 1900’S AD) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 44 

THE MODERN ERA (LATE 1500’S-EARLY 1900’S AD) 

 

  
Persons 

 

 

• Jakob Spener (1635–1705; Pietism, Pia Desideria) 

 “Father of Pietism”; Assistant preacher at the Strasbourg cathedral 1663; Minister and “senior” 

(superintendent) Frankfurt am Main 1666, where he introduced (1670) collegia pietatis, private devotional 

gatherings, twice a week, in his house; Published Pia desideria 1657, in which he pictured the deplorable 

conditions in the church as he saw them and proposed measures for improvement (stressing Bible study 

and personal piety); result: controversy, in which some of his adherents left the church. 

Pietism: 17th–18th movement in German Protestantism; Regarded prevailing orthodoxy as 

spiritually unproductive; Theologians  affected by Pietism include H. M. Mühlenberg and John 

Wesley. 

 

 

• Isaac Watts (1674–1748) 

Born in Southampton, South Hampshire, England; Pastor of an independent church in  London 1702; 

Failing health from 1703 led to severe illness in 1712 and semiretirement; Works include Logic; Other 

works include more than 600 (perhaps ca. 750) hymns, many of which are in Psalms of David, Imitated in 

the Language of the New-Testament. [Hymns in Lutheran Service Book (LSB) include: “Joy to the 

World,” “Jesus Shall Reign,” “O God, our Help in Ages Past] 

 

 

• Jonathan Edwards (the Elder; 1703–58) 

Born East Windsor, Connecticut; pastor Northampton, Massachusetts; Led revivals of 1734 and 1740; 

Missionary to Indians and Congregational pastor, Stockbridge, Massachusetts, 1751; Wrote his most 

important works there; President of College of New Jersey (now Princeton U.) 1757; Writings defended 

Calvinism against Arminianism; Defended New England  revivals, and initiated the New England. 

Theology; Works include—The Freedom of the Will (1754). 

 

 

• John Wesley (1703–91) 

Brother of Charles Wesley; Founder of Methodism; Born in Epworth, England; Educated at Oxford; 

Ordained 1728; Joined Holy Club
13
 and became its leader; With Charles Wesley to Georgia as missionary 

1735; Influenced by Moravians;
14
 In London again by early 1738; Felt his heart “strangely warmed” May 

24, 1738, ca. 8:45 p.m., at a Moravian meeting in London while listening to a reading of M. Luther's 

Preface to Romans; Opposed by organized churches in England; Nonconformist; Began preaching in 

fields 1739; Sent out lay preachers; Provided chapels; 1st society of followers formed 1740; Traveled 

extensively in Eng., Ireland, and Scotland;  Hymns include tr. from Ger., e.g., “Jesus, Thy Blood and 

Righteousness”; “Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me.” 

                                                 
13
 Formed at Oxford 1729 by Charles Wesley and a few others for systematic exercise in Christian worship; John  

Wesley and George  Whitefield  joined later; Members of the club were referred to as Methodists; Dispersed in 1735. 
14
 In general the doctrine of the Moravan Church represents Calvinistic Protestantism; The Bible is accepted as an 

adequate rule of faith and practice; The Apostles' Creed is regarded as formulating the prime articles of faith found 

in the Bible; Foot washing was discontinued 1818; Infant Baptism is practiced; Adult baptized members are 

confirmed on application after receiving instruction; Nonbaptized applicants are received as members through 

Baptism, usually by sprinkling; Communion is open to communicant members of other churches. 
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• Charles Wesley (1707[08?]–88) 

Brother of John Wesley; father of Samuel Wesley; Born Epworth, England; 18th child and youngest son 

in the family; Educated at Oxford; Helped form Holy Club; Ordained 1735; Influenced by Moravians; 

Nonconformist; Itinerant preacher 1739–56; Wrote perhaps more than 6,000 hymns, including “Oh, for a 

Thousand Tongues to Sing” [Hymns in Lutheran Service Book (LSB) include: “Hark! The Herald Angel 

Sing,” “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”] 

 
• George Whitefield (1714–70) 

Founder of Calvinistic Methodism;
15
 Born in Gloucester, England.; Educated at Oxford; member of the 

Holy Club; Ordained priest; began open-air preaching 1739; Parted company with Charles and John 

Wesley in the early 1740s; Presided at 1st Calvinistic Methodist Conference, held at Waterford, Wales, 

January 5, 1743. 

 

 

Events/Movements 

 
• The Great Awakening 

Widespread religious revival resulting chiefly from work of Charles and John Wesley and George 

Whitefield in England  (the movement there is also called Evangelical Awakening) and of Theodore 

Jacob Frelinghuysen, John Edwards, and Whitefield in America;  

The revivals in America: ca. 1725–1750  

The revivals in England: ca. 1740–1815 

 
• The Oxford Movement 

Religious movement begun in 1833 by Anglican clergymen at Oxford Univ. to renew the Church of 

England by reviving certain Roman Catholic doctrines and rituals; This attempt to stir the Established 

Church into new life arose among a group of spiritual leaders in Oriel College, Oxford; Prominent among 

them were John Henry Newman, John Keble, Richard Hurrell Froude, Charles Marriott, and later Edward 

Bouverie Pusey and Richard William Church; Has exerted a great influence, doctrinally, spiritually, and 

liturgically not only on the Church of England but also throughout the Anglican Communion.
16
 

 
• Sunday School (SS) 

It has been claimed that Sunday schools were begun in Scotland by John Knox, ca. 1560; Sunday schools 

were established in the 17th cent. in England and America; The modern Sunday School movement is 

usually traced to efforts of Robert Raikes 1780, when he opened his 1st SS (children worked on other 

days) in hope of preventing vice by education; His movement originally was not church-related and was 

opposed by church leaders, yet it grew and spread. 

The 1st SS. of the Raikes type in North America was organized in Virginia in the mid-1780s; In course of 

time more emphasis was placed on religion; Adults and small children were included, and volunteer 

teachers replaced professionals. 

(Robert Raikes (1735–1811): Born Gloucester, England; In 1757 he inherited the Gloucester 

Journal (est. 1732) and issued it 40 yrs.; Philanthropist; Interested in social problems, esp. 

prison reform; Saw the chief cause of degradation in inadequate training of children; In 1780 he 

engaged a woman to teach a Sunday school.) 

                                                 
15
 George Whitefield separated from JohnWesley with whom he had been associated in the great revival of England 

on the question of predestination and free will; Wesley was Arminian; Whitefield was Calvinist; The Countess of 

Huntingdon, interested in the religious revival of Methodism, took Whitefield under her special patronage and 

became responsible for organizing the Calvinistic Methodists, 
16
 www.Reference.com. 
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THE MODERN ERA (LATE 1500’S-EARLY 1900’S AD) 
 

  

Persons 

 
• Friedrich Schleiermacher; “Father of Liberal Protestant Theology” (1768–1834): Based theology on 

inner consciousness rather than revelation 

Liberalism/Modernism—There is no revealed and absolute truth and that man is constantly in search of religious 

truth; A theological method rather than a system of beliefs; Follows principles of German schools of liberal 

theology; F. D. E. Schleiermacher claimed to find the source of truth in a pious feeling of dependence on God; 

A. B. Ritschl emphasized the kingdom of God and ethics; E. P. W. Troeltsch sought truth in the comparative 

study of all religions; Claimed that the basic religious truths are: the fatherhood of God, the immanence of God, 

the brotherhood of man, the perfectibility of man. 

 
• Charles Finney (1792–1875) 

Born in Warren, Connecticut; Pastor at Second Free Presbyterian Church, NYC, 1832; Pastor Broadway 

Tabernacle, NYC, 1834–37; Withdrew from Presbyterian Church and the Tabernacle;  Became 

Congregational in polity 1836; Professor of Oberlin (Ohio) College, 1837–75, president 1851–66; As 

revivalist emphasized “the anxious bench.” [See attached pages] 

 
• Charles Spurgeon (1834–92)  

Born in  Kelvedon, Essex, England; Joined Baptists 1851; Pastor Waterbeach 1852; Pastor London 1854; 

Trained young students for the ministry; Established a preachers' college; Preacher Metropolitan 

Tabernacle (seated 6,000) from 1861; Rejected the doctrine of baptismal regeneration; Withdrew from 

Baptist Union (organized 1813 Southwark, London) in 1887, but remained Baptist; Nonconformist; 

Works include The Treasury of David; Lectures to My Students. 

Nonconformist—In general, one who does not conform to norms, esp. of an established church; Other terms: 

separatist, independent, Congregationalist; More specifically, 1 of many clerics who left the Church of England 

rather than submit to the 1662 Act of Uniformity (Presbyterian Church); Nonconformists of one kind or another 

include John Bunyan,  Oliver Cromwell,  Robert William Dale,  Peter Taylor Forsyth,  George Fox,  Matthew 

Henry,  John Milton,  Charles H. Spurgeon,  Isaac Watts,  Charles Wesley,  John Wesley,  George Whitefield.  

 
• Dwight L. Moody (1837–99) 

Independent evangelist; Born in Northfield, Massachusetts; Received grade school education; Shoe 

salesman in Boston, Massachusetts, 1854; Originally Unitarian, became Congregationalist 1855; To 

Chicago, Illinois, 1856; Organized a nondenominational church 1863; President Chicago YMCA; 

Conducted preaching tours in England and America; Founded the Bible school later called Moody Bible 

Institute, Chicago, and other institutions. 

 
• Charles Darwin, Origin of the Species (1809–82) 

English naturalist; Christian in youth, later freethinker; Works include On the Origin of Species by Means 

of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Favored Races in the Struggle for Life, which substitutes 

mechanical (natural) for supernatural explanation of origin of varied forms of life; Held that in the 

struggle for existence the fittest survive and new species emerge as a result of natural selection; In The 

Descent of Man Darwin specifically included in his theory the human race as descended from an 

anthropoid animal; His theory of the origin and perpetuation of new species is called Darwinism. 

Freethinker—In general, one who recognizes no other authority in religion than his own reason. 
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Events/Movements 

 

 

• YMCA/YWCA (Young Men’s/Women’s Christian Association) (1844) 

YMCA—Founded in London by George Williams;  Original purpose was to win young men to faith and love of 

Jesus Christ; Soon the association widened its scope of work by defining its object as being “improvement of the 

spiritual and mental condition of young men”; The New York association in 1886 stated its objective to be “the 

improvement of the spiritual, mental, social, and physical condition of young men”; This broad definition of the 

aim of the YMCA became characteristic of the North American Association as a whole; While never claiming 

to be a church, the YMCA stressed its purpose of serving the church, seeking to cooperate with all 

denominations; In 1922 the various branches were permitted to elect or appoint up to 10 percent of their 

managing board from members of the association not identified with churches. defined as evangelical; As far as 

the members are concerned, the YMCA long ago abandoned the evangelical test, except as to officers, its 

purpose being stated in terms so broad as to eliminate religious convictions as a condition of membership; The 

organization does not exact any religious pledge or confession from those who simply desire to have access to 

its colleges, business and vocational schools, gymnasia, reading rooms, etc. 

 

YWCA—A Young Women's Christian Association of Great Britain and Ireland was initiated 1855; In New 

York a Union Prayer Circle was formed by Mrs. Marshall O. Roberts 1858; The name was changed in the same 

year to Ladies' Christian Association; Its purpose was “to labor for the temporal, moral, and religious welfare of 

young self-supporting women”; In 1866 the name was changed to Ladies' Christian Union, and the same year 

the Young Women's Christian Association of Boston was organized; In the course of years similar organizations 

were founded, which then developed into the present Young Women's Christian Association; Its purpose is to 

look after the mental, physical, social, and spiritual interests of young women; In character, work, and methods 

the organization closely resembles the Young Men's Christian Association. 

 

 

• 1
st
 Vatican Council (Roman Catholic) (1870) 

Regarded by Roman Catholics as the 20th ecumenical council; Convened by Pius IX (see Popes, 28); 

Protestants and Eastern Orthodox also invited. 

a. The constitution on the catholic faith (de fide catholica; also known as Dei filius), adopted and 

promulgated April 24, 1870 condemned pantheism, rationalism, and materialism and contained 4 chaps. 

on God the Creator, Revelation, Faith, and Faith and Reason. 

b. The First Dogmatic Constitution of the Church of Christ (Constitutio dogmatica prima de ecclesia 

Christi; also known as Pastor aeternus), adopted July 18, 1870, treats in 4 chaps. the institution of the 

apostolic primacy in Peter, the perpetuity of Peter's primacy in Roman bishops, the power and reason of 

the primacy of Roman bishops, and the infallibility of Roman bishops. 

 

 

• The five ‘fundamentals’[Evangelical Alliance] (1895) 

Formulated by the 1895 Niagara Bible Conference as necessary standards of belief: 1) The inerrancy of 

Scripture, 2) The deity of Christ, 3) The Virgin birth, 4) The substitutionary atonement of Christ’s death, 

5) Jesus’ physical resurrection and imminent return 

Fundamentalism—Religious position opposed to liberalism and Modernism in 20th–cent.. American 

Protestantism; Adheres to the inspiration of the Bible and to its cardinal doctrines, but many of its protagonists 

have been assoc. with premillennialism ; Fundamentalism is polemic, attacking liberalism in seminaries and 

churches and causing sharp cleavages esp. among Baptists and Presbyterians; It is distinguished from 

Lutheranism in this, that the latter uses the Bible not as code but source of faith and emphasizes culture of 

spiritual life by the means of grace rather than by controversy. 
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Religious Bodies  

 

 

• Disciples of Christ/Church of Christ (Thomas and Alexander Campbell) 

(Christian Churches [Disciples of Christ], International Convention; name changed 1968 to 

Christian Church [Disciples of Christ]); American  religious body organized to restore primitive 

Christianity and to unite all Christians on the basis of the Bible alone; Fundamental purpose is to 

restore in faith, spirit, and practice the Christianity of Christ and the apostles; Endeavor to avoid all 

ecclesiastical terminology, creeds, and church names not found in the NT; Their position and message are 

set forth in T. Campbell, Declaration and Address, which advocates Christian unity, regards creeds as 

useful for instruction but not as tests of fitness for membership, holds the NT to be a perfect constitution 

for worship, discipline, and govt. of the NT church, and holds full knowledge of revealed truth 

unnecessary for membership; Define the Trinity as the revelation of God in a 3-fold personality; Deny 

total depravity and the election of grace as contrary to reason; Christ is viewed as King with universal 

authority and leadership; The distinction between Law and Gospel consists in rejecting the binding 

character of the OT and making the NT the perfect constitution for the worship, discipline, and govt. of 

the NT church; Baptism by immersion is viewed as an act of obedience for the remission of sins; The 

Lord's Supper is celebrated every Sunday as a memorial feast; In recent yrs. liberalism has gained the 

upper hand among the Disciples. 

 

 

• Plymouth Brethren (Christian Brethren) (1827)—John Nelson Darby  

Also popularly called Darbyites; members insist on such names as “Believers,” “Christians,” “Brethren,” 

and “Saints.”; Originated in England and Ireland during the 2d and 3d decades of the 19th c.; Dissatisfied 

with the schismatic conditions of Christendom and particularly the mingling of church and state in the 

Church of England; Held that subscription to creeds, adoption of denominational names, and setting up 

ecclesiastical organizations were inherently sinful; Reject every form of regular ministry, creeds, rituals, 

and ecclesiastical organization; Fundamentalistic-literalistic with strong Calvinistic tendencies; 

Distinctive doctrine is the belief that the visible Christian church must be one; Say that membership in a 

denomination is a denial of the “one body.”; The services are primarily for the purposes of praise and the 

“breaking of bread” as an act of obedience, testimony, fellowship, and hope; Forerunners of modern 

premillennialism 

 

 

• The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (The Mormons, 1830)—Joseph Smith 

• Seventh Day Adventist Church (1863) 

 

 

• Christian Science—Deny the deity of Christ 

Text: Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures was published in 1875 

Fundamental principles of Christian Science are: “1. God is All-in-all. 2. God is good. Good is Mind. 3. God, 

Spirit, being all, nothing is matter. 4. Life, God, omnipotent good, deny death, evil, sin, disease.—Disease, sin, 

evil, death, deny good, omnipotent God, Life” (Science and Health, p. 113). God is “the divine Principle,” 

individual but not personal, reflected by everything real and eternal; as mind He fills all space; Life, truth, and 

love constitute the trinity; The atonement of Christ exemplifies “man's unity with God, whereby man reflects 

divine Truth, Life, and Love.” (Science and Health, p. 18) 
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• Jehovah’s Witnesses (Watchtower Bible and Tract Society)—Deny the deity of Christ 

The central idea of Jehovah's witnesses is belief in the complete reorganization of the society order 

through establishment of Jehovah's theocracy; Adherents consider themselves to be faithful witnesses of 

Jehovah who must proclaim that the present “world” will be destroyed in the final war of Armageddon; 

that Jehovah is now gathering His faithful witnesses to est. His theocracy, which will be the only form of 

govt. in the “world to come,” and will offer the only refuge for distressed humanity. 

 

 

• Salvation Army (1876)—Founded by William Booth (1829–1912) 

The Salvation Army movement began in a series of informal open air and tent meetings designed to reach 

the unreached; Has no formal creed and gives little attention to doctrinal differences; In general, it 

is Arminian and regards sacraments as unessential; Admission to membership is based on 

pledges to Christian conduct, understood to include total abstinence from intoxicating liquors 

and harmful drugs.  
 

 

Vocabulary 

 

 

• Dispensationalism 

The most popular theory identifies these dispensations:  

1. The state of innocence, ending with the fall. 

2. Man is governed by conscience, proves unfaithful again, and is punished by the Flood. 

3. The period of civil government, Gn 9:6, ending with the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 4. God 

revealed the messianic promise to the patriarchs; the destruction of Pharaoh shows the inadequacy of this 

dispensation.  

5. In the Mosaic period God revealed Himself as the covenant-God; the crucifixion was the catastrophic end of 

this period.  

6. We are in the period of grace (also called the period of mystery because of Rom 16:25; Eph 3:3–6; Cl 1:24–

27), in which Christ reveals Himself through the Gospel; this period will end with the great tribulation and the 

2d coming of Christ, the judgment of the nations as to their attitude toward Christ's brethren (the Jews), and the 

destruction of Antichrist.  

7. The dispensation of manifestation, the millennium, corresponding to the Sabbath of creation week; it is to last 

1,000 yrs.; but even in this period not all will obey; the world-Sabbath will end with judgment at the white 

throne and the destruction of Satan and the earth, Rv 20:11–15; the believers will now enter heaven and the 

unbelievers eternal destruction. 

 
 

• The Immaculate Conception of Mary (1854)—Pronounced by Pope Pius IX; states that Mary, the 

mother of Jesus, did not have original sin 
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Theological Observer 
Charles Finney on Theology and Worship  

by Lawrence R. Rast, Jr. 

 

"Without new measures it is impossible that the Church should succeed in gaining the attention of the 

world to religion. There are so many exciting subjects constantly brought before the public mind, such a 

running to and fro, so many that cry 'Lo here!' and 'Lo there!' that the Church cannot maintain her ground 

without sufficient novelty in measures, to get the public ear."
1

 

 

 

If one knew no better, one might conclude that this quote dates from 1998. Everywhere we turn it seems 

that we hear one call after another for the church to "get up to date," "get in line with the times," or to "go 

contemporary." Actually, though, the quote dates from the 1830s when Charles Finney first published his 

noted Revival Lectures. It is not too much to say that Finney has been the single most influential 

theologian in America - not because he was the most profound, not because he was the most subtle and 

careful, but because he understood the crucial link between democratic individualism and market 

capitalism, and then wedded those two with Arminian theology. The results for worship practice and 

doctrine? The classic American revival and its theological counterpart, "decision theology" - the 

precursors of today's "contemporary worship."  

 

 

Who was Finney, and why are we beginning to hear so much about him in our circles? Briefly, Charles 

Finney was born in Connecticut in 1792, but his family moved to upstate New York two years later. It 

was there that he received his education in frontier schools. As a young man, he studied law and set up 

practice at Adams, New York, in the northern reaches of the state. While reading Blackstone's 

Commentaries on Law, he noted continuous references to the Holy Scriptures, which Blackstone viewed 

as the highest authority. This, along with repeated urging from a clergyman friend, moved Finney to buy a 

Bible, and he soon was reading it more than law. The circumstances of his conversion are telling. On 

October 10, 1821, out in the woods by himself, far away from the Church gathered by God around Word 

and Sacrament, he made his decision to give his heart to Jesus.  

 

 

He soon began conducting revival meetings. Finney's reputation grew from his use of the "New 

Measures" - worship devices that were designed to inflame the passions of people and to put them into the 

right emotional state so that they would make a decision for Christ. Most notorious among these was the 

"anxious" or "mourner's" bench, where those who were disturbed over their sin, would be driven into 

making the leap toward God and salvation. He held revivals all over the eastern seaboard, including Rome, 

Utica, Auburn, and Troy, New York, as well as Wilmington, Philadelphia, Boston, and New York City. 

Later, he systematized his theology during his long tenure as a professor at Oberlin College.
2

 He died in 

1875.  

 

 

What was the content of Finney's Christianity? Very simply, he disagreed with Scripture on some 

fundamental points. First, he denied original sin. In spite of the clear words of Psalm 51:5, he claimed that 

man does not come into this world at war with God and with a disposition to sin. Rather, his will is intact 

and he can choose to do good spiritual works apart from God's Spirit working in his life. "Let him [the 

preacher] go right over against them, urge upon them their ability to obey God, show them their 

obligation and duty, and press them with that until he brings them to submit and be saved."
3
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This leads to the second and much more grievous error. If man can turn himself to God, then why does he 

need a Savior? The answer for Finney is, basically, man does not need a Savior - at least not in the 

scriptural sense! He is his own Savior. Finney does not view Jesus' death as payment for the sins of 

human beings who cannot save themselves. Rather, Jesus' death demonstrates God's anger over sin and 

his great love for humankind. Jesus becomes merely an example of what we should do for God if we 

really love him - give ourselves totally up to him. This notion, the so-called "moral government" theory of 

the atonement, compromises the biblical doctrine of salvation, where Jesus came to offer his life as a 

ransom for imprisoned and helpless sinners (Matthew 20:28).  

 

 

And that really brings us to the heart of the matter. We are not saved by grace, according to Finney, we 

are saved by our own works. "Sinners ought to be made to feel that they have something to do, and that is, 

to repent that it is something which no other being can do for them, neither God nor man; and something 

which they can do, and do now. Religion is something to do, not something to wait for. And they must do 

it now, or they are in danger of eternal death."
4

  

 

 

Now, what does all this mean for worship practice? Finney's own words clearly show us that there can be 

no false dichotomy raised between "style and substance," content and form. The two are inextricably 

linked. The way one believes forms the way one worships and the way one worships forms the way one 

believes. To Finney's credit, he admitted as much.  

 

All ministers should be revival ministers, and all preaching should be revival preaching; that is, 

it should be calculated to promote holiness. People say: "It is very well to have some men in the 

Church, who are revival preachers, and who can go about and promote revivals; but then you 

must have others to indoctrinate the Church." Strange! Do they know that a revival indoctrinates 

the Church faster than anything else? And a minister will never produce a revival if he does not 

indoctrinate his hearers. The preaching I have described is full of doctrine, but it is doctrine to 

be practised.
5

  

 

What was the form of preaching and worship that Finney saw bound up inseparably together? Theater, 

drama, and high emotion! Those are the things of true religion for Finney. 

 

Now, what is the design of the actor in theatrical representation? It is so to throw himself into 

the spirit and meaning of the writer, as to adopt his sentiments, and make them his own: to feel 

them, embody them, throw them out upon the audience as a living reality. Now, what is the 

objection to all this in preaching? The actor suits the action to the word, and the word to the 

action. His looks, his hands, his attitudes, and everything, are designed to express the full 

meaning of the writer. Now, this should be the aim of the preacher. And if by "theatrical" be 

meant the strongest possible representation of the sentiments expressed, then the more theatrical 

the sermon is, the better.
6

 

 

 

Hopefully, applications to the present situation of American Lutheranism should be clear by now. The 

greatest advocate of revivals and decision theology clearly tells us that there is no division to be made 

between substance and style. He is absolutely right! What is troublesome is the setting in the LCMS today, 

which argues that if we keep the substance of the message - salvation by grace through faith - then we can 

use any "style" of worship that appeals to us or to our hearers. Finney will have nothing of the sort. His 
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"style" of worship is inextricably linked to a specific theology, and vice versa. To adopt one for Finney, 

means to adopt the other. But while Finney is right on the relationship of theology and worship practice, 

he is dead wrong theologically. His theology is at odds with the scriptural doctrine of justification by 

grace through faith. It is a theology that confuses the Law and the Gospel. It is a theology that minimizes 

the work of Christ to save sinners. It is a theology that puts the responsibility for salvation squarely on the 

shoulders of human beings. "Religion is the work of man It is something for man to do. It consists in 

obeying God. It is man's duty."
7

 Therefore his practice is wrong, too. Still, those in our midst clamoring 

incessantly for "contemporary worship" would do well to note the words of their teacher.  

 

 

Finney's words cited at the opening of this little paper show a man who believes that God is not ultimately 

in control of his church - that human beings are the ones running the show - and that unless they start 

meeting the world on its own terms, the church is doomed. There is only one word that can summarize 

such a theology: faithless - without faith in God's promises, but full of faith in the works of men. Consider 

again his words with a bit of emphasis added: "Without new measures it is impossible that the Church 

should succeed in gaining the attention of the world to religion. There are so many exciting subjects 

constantly brought before the public mind, such a running to and fro, so many that cry 'Lo here!' and 'Lo 

there!' that the Church cannot maintain her ground without sufficient novelty in measures, to get the 

public ear."
8

 And then consider the words of Christ, again with a little emphasis added: "Blessed are you, 

Simon, son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you 

that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it"  

(Matthew 16:17-18).  
 

 
Lawrence R. Rast Jr.  
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THE MODERN ERA (LATE 1500’S-EARLY 1900’S AD) 

 
 

 

Persons 

 

 

• Rudolf Bultmann (1884–1976) 

‘Demythologizing’: Christian faith is, and should be, comparatively uninterested in the historical Jesus 

and centred instead on the transcendent Christ. Christian faith, he asserted, is faith in the kērygma 

(“proclamation”) of the church, into which Jesus may be said to be risen (Bultmann’s understanding of 

the Resurrection), and not faith in the historical Jesus. 

 

 

• Dietrich Bohnoeffer (1906–1945)  

A German Lutheran pastor, theologian and active member of German resistance movement against 

Nazism.  He was also a founding member of the Confessing Church (a Christian resistance movement in 

Nazi Germany). 

 

 

• C.S. Lewis (1898–1963) 

Born in Belfast, North Ireland; educated at Oxford; in military in WW I; classical scholar Oxford; prof. 

Medieval and Renaissance English at Cambridge 1954–63; Works include The Screwtape Letters; The 

Problem of Pain; Mere Christianity; The Chronicles of Narnia. 

 

 

• Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929–1968) 

Baptist cleric; b. Atlanta, Georgia; educ. Crozer Theological  Seminary (Chester, Pennsylvania), and 

Boston (Massachusetts) University; Pastor Montgomery, Ala.; Organizer and president of Southern 

Christian Leadership Conference; President of Montgomery Improvement Assn.; Recipient of Nobel 

Peace Prize 1964; Leader of nonviolent movements and demonstrations aimed at achieving civil rights for 

all races; Tried to relate Christian faith to hope for oppressed; Assassinated; Works include Stride Toward 

Freedom; The Measure of a Man; Strength to Love; Why We Can't Wait; Where Do We Go from Here: 

Chaos or Community? 

 

 

• Billy Graham (1918-?) 

American evangelist, b. Charlotte, N.C., grad. Wheaton College (B.A., 1943); Ordained a minister in the 

Southern Baptist Church (1939); Pastor of a Chicago church (his first and last pastorate), and in 1944 

became an evangelist for the American Youth for Christ movement; In 1949 received national attention 

for an extended evangelical campaign in Los Angeles; Subsequently made preaching tours (for which he 

popularized the term "crusade") in most major U.S. cities and in Europe, Africa, South America, Asia, 

Australia, and Russia; Favored guest among politicians and presidents; In his preaching stressed personal 

conversion and scriptural authority, identified with the conservative Protestant movement known as neo-

evangelicalism (fundamentalism) and is to a large degree responsible for establishing it as part of the 

American mainstream; Co-founder of the journal Christianity Today; The Billy Graham Evangelical 

Association, founded in the early 1950s, publishes Decision magazine; held his final crusade in 2004. 
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Events/Movements 

 

 

• Scopes ‘Monkey’ Trial (1925) 

Two positions— 

1. Darrow’s argument (defending John Scopes, ‘Evolutionist’): (a) creationism conflicts with 

modern science, so it must be incorrect, (b) the Bible contains illogicalities, contradictions, and 

impossibilities, so it cannot be taken literally, and (c) since evolution and the Bible can be 

reconciled, there is no conflict between science and religion.  

2. William Bryan Jenning’s argument (‘Creationist’): (a) God can override the laws of nature with 

miracles, (b) God’s revealed truth supersedes scientific evidence, (c) when man cannot explain or 

understand the Bible, it shows that man’s wisdom is inferior to God’s, not that the Bible is untrue, 

and (d) the science of the day was not conclusive about evolution—for example, different 

scientists gave estimates of the earth’s age ranging from 24 million to 300 million years. 

 

 

• A Humanist Manifesto I & II (1933, 1973) 

1933 (I): Statement signed by John Dewey and other US philosophers; Reflects pragmatism; Professes 

anthropological atheism built on the theory of evolution; Defines humanism as “faith in the supreme 

value and self-perfectibility of human personality.” 

1973 (II): Statements on religion, ethics, the individual, democratic society, and humanity as a whole; 

Signed by Sir Julian Sorell Huxley and other humanists; The Preface says: “Humanists still believe that 

… faith in the prayer-hearing God, assumed to love and care for persons, to hear and understand their 

prayers, and to be able to do something about them, is an unproved and outmoded faith.” On religion: 

“Promises of immortal salvation or fear of eternal damnation are both illusory and harmful.” On ethics: 

“Moral values derive their source from human experience. Ethics is autonomous and situational.” 

 

 

• Nazism (1920–45) 

Totalitarian movement led by Adolf Hitler as head of Germany's Nazi Party; Its ideology was shaped by 

Hitler's beliefs in German racial superiority and the dangers of communism; Rejected liberalism, 

democracy, the rule of law, and human rights, stressing instead the subordination of the individual to the 

state and the necessity of strict obedience to leaders; Emphasized the inequality of individuals and “races” 

and the right of the strong to rule the weak.  

 

 

• Wycliffe Bible Translators (1934) 

Founded by Cam Townsend; Goal: to make Bible available to all tribes. 

 

 

• Discovery of Dead Sea Scrolls (1947ff) 

Scrolls found in a cave near the NW shore of the Dead Sea; One of the scrolls, a Hebrew copy of Isaiah, 

measures 24 ft. by 10 in., probably written ca. 100 BC; It is perhaps the oldest copy of any book of the 

Bible; Most of the other scrolls were sacred writings of an ascetic Jewish community of ca. 200 people (gen. 

regarded as Essenes) who lived there at Khirbet Qumran ca. 100 BC to AD 68; At least 10 more caves, 

containing manuscripts, pottery fragments, and coins, have been found in that area; The discoveries are 

significant for Old Testament textual studies and NT faith and life; The scrolls have shown that the Bible 

was transmitted with a high degree of accuracy; The Qumran Is (Isaiah) seems to be ca. 1,000 yrs. older 

than the next oldest known copy of this book; But there are very few differences bet. the two; This lends 

added assurance that our common Old Testament Hebrew text is indeed essentially the same as that which 
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Christ used; The scrolls have shown a similarity bet. the faith and life of the Qumran community and that of 

the early New Testament Church. 

 

 

• 2
nd
 Vatican (Roman Catholic) (1962) 

Accepts Protestants as ‘separated brethren,’ encourages reading the Bible; upholds papal infallibility, 

encourages the Mass in the language of the people instead of Latin 

 

 

• The Jesus Movement (late 1960s and early 1970s) 

Major Christian element within the hippie counterculture, or, conversely, the major hippie element within 

some strands of Protestantism; Members of the movement were called Jesus people, or Jesus freaks; 

Arose on the West Coast of the United States; Spread primarily through North America and Europe, 

before dying out by the early 1980s; Left a legacy of various denominations and other Christian 

organizations, and had an impact on both the development of the contemporary Christian right and the 

Christian left, as well as Jesus music, which greatly influenced contemporary Christian music; Helped to 

create various musical subgenres such as Christian rock and Christian metal 

Beliefs: Restorationist in theology, seeking to return to the original life of the early Christians; Often 

viewed churches, especially those in the United States, as apostate, and took a decidedly anti-American 

political stance in general; Called for a return to simple living, and asceticism in some cases; Strong belief 

in miracles, signs and wonders, faith healing, spiritual possession and exorcism; Tended towards strong 

evangelism and millennialism; Widely read within the movement was Hal Lindsey's The Late Great 

Planet Earth. 

 

 

• Charismatic Movement 

Describes the adoption, from the early twentieth century onwards, of certain beliefs typical of those held 

by Pentecostal Christians — specifically what are known as the biblical charisms or spiritual gifts: e.g. 

glossolalia (speaking in tongues), prophesying, supernatural healing — by those within mainstream 

Protestant and Roman Catholic churches; Charismatic is an umbrella term used to describe those 

Christians who believe that the manifestations of the Holy Spirit seen in the first century Christian 

Church, such as miracles, prophecy, and glossolalia (speaking in other tongues or languages), are 

available to contemporary Christians and may be experienced and practiced today. 

 

 

• The Jesus Seminar (1980’s) 

A group of about 150 individuals including scholars with advanced degrees in biblical studies, religious 

studies or related fields as well as published authors who are notable in the field of religion founded in 

1985 by the late Robert Funk and John Dominic Crossan under the auspices of the Westar Institute; One 

of the most active groups in biblical criticism, the seminar uses votes with colored beads to decide their 

collective view of the historicity of Jesus, specifically what he may or may not have said and done as an 

historical figure; In addition, the seminar popularizes the quest for the historical Jesus. 
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Religious bodies 

 

 

• Assembly of God (1914) 

Originated in the revival movement that began in the 20th c.; Organized 1914 according to a combination 

of Congregational and Presbyterian  principles, the movement emerged as the largest “Pentecostal” 

denomination in the US; Distinctive doctrines in addition to a core of evangelical theology are: (1) 

baptism in the Holy Spirit accompanied by the sign of speaking in other tongues; (2) divine healing of the 

body as a provision of the atonement; (3) the imminent premillennial coming of Christ. 

 

 

• Scientology (1954) 

Originated in the early 1950s in the US by Lafayette Ronald Hubbard 1911–86; b. Tilden, Nebraska); 

Way was prepared for it 1950 by Hubbard's Dianetics: The Modern Science of Mental Health; Hubbard 

distinguished bet. the two as having very different uses, dianetics being secular and scientology religious; 

The latter uses such terms as thetan (soul, life energy) and conceives of the physical universe as MEST 

(acronym for matter, energy, space, time); Beliefs include immortality and reincarnation. 

 

 

• Unification Church (1954) 

Religious sect founded in Korea by Sun Myung Moon; Moon and his wife, Hak J. Han, are seen by 

followers as "True Parents"; He claims to have communicated with Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and the 

Buddha in his spiritual search, and has declared himself to be the "Messiah"; Moon matches his followers 

with mates and performs mass weddings, the church's most important ritual; Officially known as the Holy 

Spirit Association for the Unification for World Christianity, the church's headquarters are located in New 

York City; In 1995 the church reported 50,000 U.S. followers, 3 million worldwide. 

 

 

 

Lutheran Events 

• WELS Disfellowships with LCMS (1960’s) 

• ELCA mergers (1989) 

• Joint Declaration of Justification by Faith (1999) 

 

 

 

Media/Film/Movie 

 

The Internet 

1971: first program for sending e-mail over a distributed network was developed 

1991 the World Wide Web was released to the public (via FTP) 

1997 there were more than 10 million hosts on the Internet and more than 1 million registered domain 

names 

 

The Ten Commandments (1956) 

The Jesus Film (1998) 
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PRESENT DAY (MID 1900’S – 2009 AD) 

 

 
Persons 

 

Oprah Winfrey 

 

Rick Warren (Pastor at Saddleback Church-Lake Forest, CA): Purpose Driven Life, Purposed Driven Church 

“The truth is - you are as close to God as you choose to be.” Warren, The Purpose Driven Life, 98 

“At the end of you life on earth you will stand before God, and he is going to evaluate how well you 

served others with your life.  The Bible says, ‘Each of us will have to give a personal account to God.’ 

(Rom. 14:12, NLT).  Think about the implications of that.  One day God will compare how much time 

and energy we spent on ourselves compared with what we invested in serving others.” Warren, The 

Purpose Driven Life, 231-232 

“One day God will review your answer to these life questions.  Did you put Jesus at the center of your life?  

Did you develop his character?  Did you devote your life to serving others?  Did you communicate his 

message and fulfill his mission?  Did you love and participate in his family?  These are the only issues 

that will count.” Warren, The Purpose Driven Life, 318 

 

Joel Osteen (Pastor at Lakewood Church-Houston, TX): Your Best Life Now, Become a Better You 

 

Episcopal Church, USA-Gene Robinson, Katherine Schori 

Interview with Schori (Source: http://www.time.com/time/printout/0,8816,1211587,00.html#) 

What is your view on intelligent design? 
I firmly believe that evolution ought to be taught in the schools as the best witness of what modern 

science has taught us. To try to read the Bible literalistically about such issues disinvites us from using the 

best of recent scholarship. 

Is belief in Jesus the only way to get to heaven? 
We who practice the Christian tradition understand him as our vehicle to the divine. But for us to assume 

that God could not act in other ways is, I think, to put God in an awfully small box. 
 

Barack Obama – Economics, policies, social issues, etc. 

 

Iraq 

Afghanistan 

 

Christian Persecution 

 

PostModernism 

For the most part, postmodern philosophy has spawned substantial literature of critical theory. 

Recently, it is noticeable that some of the ideas found in postmodernism, as the lack of belief in absolute 

truth or the idea of a reality constructed, are promoted in a new paradigm within constructivist 

epistemology.
17
 

                                                 
17
 Constructivist epistemology is an epistemological perspective in philosophy about the nature of scientific 

knowledge held by many philosophers of science.
 
 Constructivists maintain that scientific knowledge is constructed 

by scientists and not discovered from the world. Constructivism believes that there is no single valid methodology 

and there are other methodologies for social science: qualitative research.  It thus is opposed to positivism, which 

holds that scientific knowledge comes from positive affirmation of theories through strict scientific methods: 

quantitative research. 
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Some writers and theorists fear Kalle Lasn’s description of our contemporary society: 

Post-modernism is arguably the most depressing philosophy ever to spring from the western mind. It is 

difficult to talk about post-modernism because nobody really understands it. It’s allusive to the point of 

being impossible to articulate. But what this philosophy basically says is that we’ve reached an endpoint 

in human history. That the modernist tradition of progress and ceaseless extension of the frontiers of 

innovation are now dead. Originality is dead. The avant-garde artistic tradition is dead. All religions and 

utopian visions are dead and resistance to the status quo is impossible because revolution too is now dead. 

Like it or not, we humans are stuck in a permanent crisis of meaning, a dark room from which we can 

never escape.  

 

The Emerging Church Movement 

The emerging church (sometimes referred to as the emergent movement) is a Christian movement of 

the late 20th and early 21st century that crosses a number of theological boundaries: participants can be 

described as evangelical, post-evangelical, liberal, post-liberal, charismatic, neocharismatic and post-

charismatic. Participants seek to live their faith in what they believe to be a "postmodern" society. 

Proponents of this movement call it a "conversation" to emphasize its developing and decentralized nature, 

its vast range of standpoints and its commitment to dialogue. What those involved in the conversation 

mostly agree on is their disillusionment with the organized and institutional church and their support for 

the deconstruction of modern Christian worship, modern evangelism, and the nature of modern Christian 

community. 

 

Novel/Media 

 

The DaVinci Code (2003 novel) 

Mystery-detective fiction novel written by American author Dan Brown. It follows symbologist Robert 

Langdon as he investigates a murder in Paris's Louvre Museum and discovers a battle between the Priory 

of Sion and Opus Dei over the possibility of Jesus Christ of Nazareth having been married to and 

fathering a child with Mary Magdalene. 

 

Luther movie (2003) 

The Passion of the Christ (2004) 

 

-- 

 
The ELCA  

“The earliest predecessor synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America was constituted on August 25, 1748, 

in Philadelphia. It was known as the Ministerium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent States. The ELCA is the product of 

a series of mergers and represents the largest (5 million member) Lutheran church body in North America. The 

ELCA was created in 1988 by the uniting of the 2.85 million member Lutheran Church in America, 2.25 million 

member American Lutheran Church, and the 100,000 member Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches. 

Previously, the ALC and LCA in the early 1960s came into being as a result of mergers of eight smaller ethnically-

based Lutheran bodies composed of German, Norwegian, Danish, Finnish, Swedish, Slovak, Dutch, and other folk.” 

(Source: http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/New-or-Returning-to-Church/Dig-Deeper/Differences-in-Lutheran-

denominations.aspx)  

 

“August 1997 will be long remembered as an important time in the history of the Lutheran church here in America.  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America [ELCA] made a number of very significant decisions during that 

month.  It declared full communion with three Reformed churches: the United Church of Christ, the Reformed 

Church of America, and the Presbyterian Church—USA. It based this decision on its opinion that there is no longer 

essential disagreement between the ELCA and these Reformed churches.” (Source: What about…the differences 

between the ELCA and the LCMS) 
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