
WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a   member of the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We  believe and teach that the Bible is 
the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which God has revealed 
the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that this hour will refresh 

your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 
 

PRAYERS 
 

With cancer: Arnie Priebe 

For the catechumens, that they continue in the faith they today confess as their own and 

grow in the grace and knowledge of God (2 Peter 3:18) 

Ongoing: Raymond Parish, Robert Conklin; W/ MS: Phil Conklin & Patricia 

Schoonover 
 

WELCOME! 

 

Please read our statement on Closed Communion on the top of p2 in the bulletin.  Holy 

Communion is offered here to members of LCMS congregations in good standing (not 

under church discipline) and united in our  confession of faith.   

 

If you are visiting with us, please sign the guest book as you exit the sanctuary.    

Thank you. 
 

Today during the service, after two years of catechetical instruction in Holy Scripture 

and learning the six chief parts of Luther’s Small Catechism [also known as “The        

Laymen’s Bible”] (1 The Ten Commandments, 2 The Creed, 3 The Lord’s Prayer, 4 Holy 

Baptism, 5 Confession & Absolution, and 6 The Sacrament of the Altar), five           

catechumen’s will be confirmed in the Christian faith and become communicant   

members of Apostles  Lutheran Church.  These five are catechumens are:  
 

 Mikalah Ann Enright  Dan Wayne Nusbaum 

 Deborah Michelle Heth  Enosh Chenzhong Reeder. 

 Coleman Leon Lupee 
 

Birthdays:     

5/24: Lynette Richard   
 

Thank you Wenndt Family for cleaning the sanctuary. 
 

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....You can listen to Issues, Etc.  on-demand.  Issues, Etc. is       

produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd  Wilken.   Topics include: 

Islam, Defending the Pro-Life Position, God's Will for Your Daily Life, Religion &  Politics, 

Biblical Interpretation, the Pop Spirituality of Oprah Winfrey, Movie Reviews, Christ-Centered 

Fatherhood, Creation vs. Evolution, Witnessing to Jehovah's Witnesses and more. Listen to what 

you want when you want at www.issuesetc.org.   
 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  

 

Today: A reception will follow the service in honor of those confirmed in the Christian faith. 

Thursday, 9am: Study of the Lutheran Confessions with area pastors 

Sunday, 9am: Divine Service with Holy Communion The Holy Trinity 
 

Lord, help us ever to retain  

The Catechism’s doctrine plain 

(LSB 865 “Lord, Help us Ever to Retain” verse 1) 

Those who believe in Jesus have the Spirit of God in them, for any and all who 

do believe certainly have God’s Spirit (1 Cor. 12:3).  One cannot believe by 

oneself.  Nor can one believe without the Holy Spirit.  Your Christian life isn’t 

lived in a vacuum.  Nor are you islands to yourselves, to choose what to believe 

or what not to believe.  What is to be believed is not left to one’s own making, 

nor is one to ‘put it together’ to make it fit into one’s own way of thinking.  The 

Lord Himself gives what to believe, even His very Son, Jesus Christ, who the 

Holy Spirit reveals in no other place except through the WORD, written and 

preached (Rom. 10:6-8, 17, even Jesus Christ, the WORD incarnate.)   

 

The Work of the Holy Spirit is to bring to faith.  This is stated quite sufficiently 

in Luther’s Small Catechism, where in the explanation to the third article of the 

Apostles’ creed he writes, “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength 

believe in my Lord Jesus Christ or come to Him.  But the Holy Ghost has called 

me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the 

true faith.”  

 

This then is the work of the Spirit – to call to faith by the Gospel, the grace of 

God in Christ Jesus, who died for your sins and was “delivered for our offenses 

and was raised because of our justification.”  Romans 4:25.  In doing this, the 

Spirit not only creates faith, ‘without any merit or worthiness in me,’ but keeps 

you in the faith.  By the Word preached and heard, the Lord creates faith. By 

that same Word, the Lord sustains you in the true faith to life everlasting.  Apart 

from this Word, there is no abundant and eternal life.  But in it and by it, there is 

nothing but God’s blessing.  

 

If Jesus had not departed from His disciples and ascended into heaven, there 

would be no outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  Nor would there be the 

Holy Spirit given to us where the Lord pronounces His Word of forgiveness.  

But as it is, the Lord Jesus has ascended and now sits at the right hand of God.  

He sends His Holy Spirit to create faith, to convert the hard-hearted, and to   

sustain and strengthen faith.  The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Holy 

Trinity.  He is not the energy of God.  Nor is He merely ‘the power of God’.  

Him we confess as true God with the Father and the Son in the words of the 

Nicene Creed, “I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who   

proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son        

together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets.”   
From a sermon on John 14

 

Last Week  
 

Attendance 37   Offering: $1526.25 
     


