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Pentecost, 2010C (Confirmation Day) 

525 “Crown Him With Many Crowns” 

*658 “Preserve Your Word, O Savior” 

Before Rite of Confirmation: 687 “Thine Forever, God of Love”  

After Rite of Confirmation: 689 “Let Me Be Thine Forever”  

795 “Voices Raised to You We Offer” 

Comm: 865 “Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain”, 693 

 

“Let not your hearts be troubled” 

 
23
Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love 

him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 
24
Whoever does not love me 

does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent 

me.  
25
“These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 

26
But the Helper, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring 

to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 
27
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 

to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let 

them be afraid. 
28
You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If 

you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is 

greater than I. 
29
And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take 

place you may believe. 
30
I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is 

coming. He has no claim on me, 
31
but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the 

world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here.” (John 14:23-31) 

 

Today, five catechumens will acknowledge the gifts of our Lord which they received in 

Holy Baptism-the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.   

 

They will renounce the devil, his works, and all his ways.   

 

They will confess their faith in the Holy Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   

 

They will acknowledge that they hold the Old and New Testament Scriptures to be the 

inspired Word of God.   

 

They will confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church to be faithful and true.   

 

They will answer whether or not they intend to hear the Word of God and to receive the 

Lord’s Supper faithfully. 

 

They will answer whether or not they intend to live according to the Word of God and to 

remain in this their confession. 

 

In essence, these five catechumens will publicly acknowledge that what they have been 

taught and what this church teaches is faithful and true according to the Word of God, and 

that it is their faith.  By the rite of confirmation, these five catechumens will declare that 

they are in agreement with the doctrine of this congregation, that they believe it, and that 

they are united with us in this faith. 
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They worked hard, learning by heart portions of Scripture and the Six chief parts of the 

Small Catechism.  They wrote sermon summaries, where they began to learn how to listen 

to sermons, and to distinguish between Law and Gospel.  They learned that the Law of 

God shows them their sin and that the Gospel shows Jesus Christ their Savior.  They 

learned the Apostles’ Creed, the creed that Christians everywhere confess.  They learned 

the Lord’s Prayer and how to pray, using the very words that our Lord has given us.  

They learned about Holy Baptism and how it is God’s work through water and Word.  

They learned about Confession and Absolution and the Office of the Keys, that before 

God, we are to acknowledge all of our sins, but before the Pastor, we may confess those 

sins which trouble us, in order that He declare the blessed forgiveness of sins, the 

absolution, and that the pastor’s forgiveness is even God’s forgiveness, for the pastor 

speaks in Christ’s stead and by His command.  The catechumens also learned that the 

Lord’s Supper is not just bread and wine.  Nor is it our work or our giving to God.  They 

learned that the Lord’s Supper is just what Jesus says it is—His true body and blood under 

the bread and the wine, for us Christians to eat and drink—for the forgiveness of sins.  The 

catechumens learned all of these things. 

 

But, if you think you’re done, you’re wrong.  Confirmation is not graduation.  Once 

confirmed, you’re not done with the Christian faith, listening to sermons, struggling with 

your sin, going to church, or studying the Bible.  Confirmation is not the goal.    

 

Today, you will receive Holy Communion for the first time.  You have come to know that 

the Lord’s Supper is the gift of God, through which God gives you forgiveness of your 

sins, and through which God sustains you.  You have come to know that God’s Word is 

not insignificant, but all important—even your life, even as Jesus says, The words that I 

speak to you are spirit, and they are life (John 6:63). 

 

Rather than confirmation meaning a ‘being done,’ today you acknowledge your oneness, 

your solidarity, in the Christian faith with us, and your intention, “by the grace of God,” to 

continue in this confession. 

 

But you, or I, or anyone here, are not able to make such a confession unless the Words had 

been given to us first.  Nor are you or any of us able to continue in this confession by 

ourselves.  You might make the confession with your mouth.  But it is God who gives you 

the faith within your heart to do so.  And He does this by the hearing of His Holy Word, 

hearing by the Word Christ. 

 

It is by means of God’s Word that you have faith in Jesus Christ and now make public 

confession it.  And it is the Holy Spirit who has worked that faith in you through the 

hearing of God’s Word.  This is the same Spirit who filled the disciples on the Day of 

Pentecost where they began to declare the mighty works of God in different languages.   

 

That same Spirit of God is working within you, calling you by the Gospel, that you—

today—and continually—declare the mighty works of God, even salvation through Jesus 

Christ.   
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This confession has now become your own.  And that you continue in the faith of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, God gives you His Word and His Sacraments.  You don’t sustain yourself in 

the Christian faith.  It is God who sustains you, by the very means which He Himself has 

established, even by those means which are so often neglected and discounted as anything 

but God’s works.   

 

That you not take for granted and dismiss what God has given, our Lord Jesus reminds us 

in today’s Gospel who it is that loves Him, and who doesn’t.  Those who love Jesus keep 

His Word.  Those who do not love Jesus do not keep His Word.  It’s really that simple.  

But what does it mean to keep Jesus’ word? 

 

Some here would pick and choose, keeping what they agree with, and throwing out the 

rest.  Some take the text hostage and themselves declare what is and what isn’t of God.  

Others demonstrate by the congregation that their members of that keeping Jesus’ Word 

really doesn’t matter.  And all show by how they live and in their attendance to the hearing 

of God’s Word the importance (or lack thereof) of keeping Jesus’ Word in their lives.   

 

We all demonstrate our not keeping the words of our Lord—by what we say and by what 

we do.  None are perfect and without blame. None can excuse themselves from such 

accusation. 

 

But our Lord Jesus is here not only talking about ‘doing’ His Word, as many would 

assume.  Jesus is here not talking about fulfilling the commandments.  He’s talking about 

‘keeping’ His Word.  He’s talking about believing His Word, and remaining in that faith.  

And what Word is that?  The Word of forgiveness—the Word of peace with God—the 

Word of Jesus about Himself, that He is true God and true man—that He is the Savior of 

the World, not just one  savior among many, but THE Savior, apart from whom there is no 

salvation but sure condemnation and hell. 

 

What Word is Jesus talking about keeping?  That He is The Way, The Truth, and the 

Life—and that no one comes to the Father except through Him (John 14:6)—not Mary, not 

the church, not the pastor, not in his own righteousness, but through Jesus, and Jesus alone. 

 

In a word, the Word that Jesus is talking about is His teaching—His doctrine—what He 

says. 

 

It is these who love the Lord Jesus—they who take the Word’s of Jesus as their own, as 

applying to them, even if they don’t understand or acknowledge how it can be, even if they 

don’t feel it, and even (and especially) should everything in the world (and in ourselves) 

disagree. They deny themselves and follow the Lord, wherever He would lead them. 

 

Only hold to what Jesus says—His Word—believe it.  This is how you love Jesus.  And 

loving Jesus this way, everything else will follow.  You need not worry about being 

pleasing to God, for in having Christ, you already are.  Loving Jesus this way, by keeping 

His Word, you will repent of your sins and confess your sins to one another.  You will 

struggle with your sinful flesh and desires which want their own way.  You will wrestle 
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with the world and the devil.  But to the Lord you will cling.  You will seek refuge that you 

are His by means of water and Word in Holy Baptism.  You will desire and come to the 

Holy Supper of our Lord frequently and often, for you know that there, Jesus gives you life 

and salvation.  There He gives you His true body and blood.  Of yourselves, you’re not 

worthy to come, but you come on the basis of His Word and promise, and so have what the 

Lord freely gives. 

 

Keeping the Word of the Lord Jesus means believing Jesus to be your Savior from sin, 

death, and hell and seeking from Him eternal life and peace with God, not the temporal 

peace which the world looks for, but the eternal peace with God that comes through Jesus’ 

death on the cross, where He shed His blood and where your sins died.  Keeping the Word 

of the Lord Jesus means beliving that sin does not the last word—Christ Jesus does, for 

you are no longer under Law, but under grace (Romans 6:14). 

 

Keeping the Word of the Lord Jesus means believing these words where He says, Let not 

your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.  And how are you to do this?  By 

putting your hope and confidence in none other than Jesus Himself—waiting on Him who 

keeps His Word and is faithful and true; He who was crucified and who rose again from 

the dead on the third day; and He who continues to speak to you by means of His Word 

and sustains you with that Word, even that Word attached to the elements of water and 

bread and wine.   

 

The Lord keep you in such faith, today and always.  Amen. 


