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Pentecost 2, 2010C 

940 “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” DDDD 

* 566 “By Grace I’m Saved” 

571 “God Loved The World, So That He Gave” DDDD 

Comm: 744 “Amazing Grace” 

 

 

The Gospel We Preach 

 
11
For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not 

man’s gospel. 
12
For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it 

through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 

(Galatians 1:11-12) 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Just this past week, 20/20 aired a segment on the Westboro Baptist Church (WBC).
1
  In the 

segment, they showed clips of members picketing pro-gay rallies and funerals of service 

men and women with signs of “God hates America,” God: USA’s Terrorist,” “America is 

Doomed,” and others, which are not appropriate to mention in a sermon.  

 

The Westboro Baptist church, an Independent Baptist Church and not affiliated with any 

known Baptist conventions or associations, clearly and proudly preaches a “gospel,” but 

the “gospel” they preach is a “gospel" of hate, not of love.  They preach a “gospel” of 

condemnation, not the Gospel of salvation. 

 

Another church, less confrontational and “in your face” than Westboro Baptist, preaches a 

“gospel” of “positive thinking.”  “All you have to do”, they teach, “is to think more 

positively.  Have faith that things will get better—that God is good—that your life will 

improve—and it will.  You should feel good about yourself, and be happy.  Don’t let 

things get you down.  This kind of “gospel” might be called “the gospel of possibility 

thinking.”
2
 

 

Other churches use more traditional terminology, even using the phrase, “the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ,” and words like grace and even justification, but the use of these words is far 

from the Scriptural definitions.  In 1999, for example, the Roman Catholic Church and the 

Lutheran World Federation (a group of Lutheran Churches around the world, including the 

ELCA) both signed a document entitled, The Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of 

Justification,
3
 in which the claim was made that both Roman Catholics and Lutherans “are 

now able to articulate a common understanding of our justification by God's grace through 

faith in Christ.”   

                                                 
1
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 "To be inspired and motivated through possibility thinking to grow in a loving relationship with Jesus 

Christ to be the persons God dreams, desires, and designed us to be." - The Crystal Cathedral Vision 

Statement (http://www.crystalcathedral.org/about/) 
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The claim was also made that the Joint Declaration “…does encompass a consensus on 

basic truths of the doctrine of justification and shows that the remaining differences in its 

explication are no longer the occasion for doctrinal condemnations.” 

 

In other words, the Joint Declaration boldly claims that Lutherans and Catholics no longer 

need to condemn one another’s doctrine of Justification as in the past because advances 

and agreements have been made.  But such is not the case.  Catholics have not at all 

changed their condemnations of the Scriptural doctrine of justification by grace through 

faith as set forth in the Council of Trent of the 16
th
 century.  Nor have Lutherans in the 

Lutheran World Federations been faithful to the central article of the Christian faith.  They 

instead have compromised the true doctrine and have “agreed to disagree” with reference 

to substance and have only given in to the spirit of our age, which, among other things, is 

to impose foreign meanings on words for the sake of a false ecumenism.  

 

Whether it be the Lutherans of the Lutheran World Federation and the Roman Catholics in 

their Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification, or the churches that preach and 

teach a “gospel” of possibility thinking, or a “social gospel” or a “gospel” of prosperity, or 

any other kind of “gospel” that is not taught in the Bible, such as “gospel” of hate taught 

by the Westboro Baptist Church; whether it be any of these or countless others that speak 

of a gospel, it is not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ that they either preach or teach. 

 

THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ of which we speak is the only one of its kind.  It is not 

one among many.  It is revealed of God.  It is of God, and not of man.  This Gospel  only 

saves the sinner from hell and gives eternal life.  It declares the sinner forgiven of sin for 

Christ’s sake, and for Christ’s sake alone. 

 

In essence, this Gospel is THE Good News, given by God, revealed in Christ, that in 

Christ, you have peace with God, having been justified by faith (Romans 5:1).  This is not 

of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man should boast (Ephesians 

2:8-9). 

 

The true Gospel teaches no works that you do for eternal life.  It teaches no action on your 

part for certainty of God’s grace and favor.  It teaches only what Christ has done—for 

you—on the cross—for your salvation. 

 

This is the Gospel that St. Paul is speaking about in today’s Epistle reading, where he says, 
11
I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not 

man’s gospel. 
12
For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I 

received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 

The Gospel that Paul preached was not his own.  It was God’s.  This alone separated the 

Gospel that Paul preached from the so-called gospel that his opponents were preaching.  

But they too claimed to be of God.  Not unlike the preachers and church bodies mentioned 
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earlier, they too claim to be of God.  

 

In fact, if we depart from the Word of God, we will find ourselves in a dilemma.  Should 

we not go by Holy Scripture, we will find ourselves open to the preaching of those who are 

rightly called false teachers.  Should we not follow what the Bible teaches, that is, should 

we not go according to its doctrine, we will be led away from the truth, and instead, we will 

be led toward error and that which leads away from Jesus Christ. 

 

Such was Paul’s concern with the Christians in Galatia.  He had preached the Gospel to 

them, but they were turning away from it.  He had even written these words to them, I 

marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of 

Christ, to a different gospel, which is not another; but there are some who trouble 

you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, 

preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be 

accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other 

gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed (Galatians 1:6-9). 

 

In our day of permissiveness and unwillingness to offend even in the slightest degree, these 

words of Paul seem quite out of place.   

 

Who does Paul think he is, boasting of his gospel as being the only true Gospel?   

 

Doesn’t he know that such words won’t unite, but will only divide?   

 

But Paul’s concern, as is ours, is not to please men.  We are to be about pleasing God, not 

pleasing men.   

 

With reference to the Gospel that Paul preached, and that we now, by God’s grace, also 

preach, we ought to obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29).   This means that if people 

are offended because of the content of our preaching, so be it.  Here I’m not talking about 

how a thing is said.  I’m talking about the substance of preaching.  There’s always work 

that can be done on making the sermon clearer, plainer, and easier to follow.   

 

But on the other hand, because the truth is being preached, then the truth you are to hear. If 

you refuse to hear the truth because of the way the sermon is delivered or because you 

don’t like the style, still, if the Gospel is preached, being rightly distinguished from the 

Law, you are to hear and believe, not because of the preacher, but on account of the Word 

preached. 

 

Because Christ is here preached as the only Savior from sin and death and hell, there will 

be those who won’t hear such preaching, simply because it is according to the truth, and 

the truth they don’t want to hear.  They want a different kind of Savior, a different kind of 

Jesus than that of the Bible.  But as St. Peter declares, There is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 
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On the other hand, because Christ is preached here as the only Savior from sin and death 

and hell, there will be those who will hear such preaching, because it is according to the 

truth, and the truth they do want to hear.  They want the Savior who God reveals in Jesus 

Christ, who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29).  They want the certainty of sins 

forgiven and peace with God.  They want to know where true and lasting rest is found, in 

Jesus.  They want Him who says, Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, 

and I will give you rest (Matthew 11:28).  They want to be sure of God’s grace and favor, 

for they know that they haven’t earned it nor deserved it.   

 

And here, the Gospel of our Lord gives such confidence.  The “gospel of man” or “the 

gospel according to man” places such confidence on you and your doing.  The Gospel of 

God places everything on Christ and reveals Him to be the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world—the Lamb of God who takes away your sin—all of it.   

 

In Jesus, your sins are no more.  In Jesus, you have eternal life.  This Gospel, and this 

Gospel alone, being of God, is alone sufficient.  Nothing more is to be added, and nothing 

is to be taken away.   

 

Paul’s opponents in Galatia were preaching an addition to the good news of sins forgiven. 

They were teaching that more needed to be done for salvation, things like circumcision and 

works, and keeping the law.   In essence, they were saying the Gospel Paul was preaching 

wasn’t enough.  But to say such things is not to preach rightly.  To say such things is not to 

preach the way to heaven, but to preach the way to hell.  

 

If Christ’s word and work to the cross are not sufficient for your salvation, nothing is.  But 

because Jesus was THE sacrifice for your sins, they surely are.   

 

CONCLUSION 

 

We know this to be so because of the Word that God has already given.  Paul the apostle, 

in his letter to the Galatians, did not claim to preach a new or different Gospel.  He claimed 

to be preaching the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Gospel of sins forgiven through 

faith in Jesus.  He claimed to be preaching the Gospel which was revealed to Him by God.  

And He was—not because He said He was, but because it was the true Gospel, the Gospel 

which God had made known to Him.  Paul’s Gospel was the Gospel the other Apostles had 

preached.  It was the Gospel according to and revealed in Scripture.  And this is the same 

Gospel that we preach, Christ crucified (1 Corinthians 1:23).  And how do you know, 

because I say it?  No, but because it is according to God’s Holy Word, because God 

declares it to be so.  Amen. 


