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Easter 5, 2010C 

465 “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 

*483 “With High Delight Let Us Unite” 

803 “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” DDDD 

Comm: 756 “Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me” 

 

“A Little While” 

 
12
[Jesus said:] “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 

13
When the Spirit of truth 

comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he 

will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 
14
He will glorify me, for he will take what is 

mine and declare it to you. 
15
All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and 

declare it to you. 

      
16
“A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see me.” 

17
So some of 

his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see me, and 

again a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?” 
18
So they were saying, 

“What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” 
19
Jesus knew that they 

wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little 

while and you will not see me, and again a little while and you will see me’? 
20
Truly, truly, I say to you, you 

will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 
21
When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the 

baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. 
22
So also 

you have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from 

you.” (John 16:12-22) 

 

Two main themes structure today’s sermon, based on St. John’s Gospel reading from chapter 16.  The first 

theme is about the Holy Spirit and His work.  The second focuses on Jesus’ Word to His disciples, A little 

while.  Both themes are meant to comfort—for the disciples when Jesus spoke to them—and for you as you 

hear then now.  They are words of our Lord, spoken in the context of Jesus with His disciples on the night when 

He was betrayed.  And as such, they carry all the ore weightedness, giving revelation of God’s grace to His 

beloved.  These words also direct our attention to Him who calls us, for He will not forsake us.  Though we bear 

burdens hard to carry, we do not stand alone.  Nor will the burden remain indefinitely.  It too shall pass.  

Though sorrow is for a time, your joy is everlasting.
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THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

The first them or topic in the first part of today’s Gospel has to do with the Holy Spirit.  He is called the Spirit 

of Truth (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13), in contrast to the spirit of lies.  The Spirit of Truth is the Spirit of God.  He 

declares the Truth.  He tells no lies.  And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of 

righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go 

to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged (John 16:8-

11). 

 

The Spirit testifies of the Son.  His job, Jesus says, is to guide you into all truth.  He will declare to you the 

things that are to come (John 16:13).  He will take what belongs to Jesus and declare it to you.  He will 

glorify the Son (John 16:14). 

 

                                              
1
 Isaiah 61:7 Instead of your shame you shall have double honor, And instead of confusion they shall rejoice in their portion. 

Therefore in their land they shall possess double; Everlasting joy shall be theirs. 
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These things the Spirit, whom Jesus will send from the Father, He will do (John 15:26).  He will testify of Jesus.  

This is His work.  And this very thing we see through the Apostles’ written word in the New Testament, written 

as they were by inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  They testify and bear witness to Jesus Christ, as all Scripture 

does. 

 

The Spirit doesn’t float around somewhere with nowhere to go.  The Spirit of our Lord is not a force as the 

Jehovah’s Witnesses and others teach.  He’s not a form of God or a manifestation of God, as in a third 

manifestation of the Triune God, the first manifestation being the Father and the second being the Son.  The 

Holy Spirit Jesus is talking about is the Third Person of the Trinity—not an it—a power—a thing—but a 

person, one with the Father and the Son. 

 

This person of the Trinity, Jesus says, guides into all truth.  The Holy Spirit would be poured out on the 

disciples on the Day of Pentecost, a day we will celebrate in a couple of weeks.  Jesus is telling them now about 

this for their encouragement.  He’s been all the while hinting and drawing attention to that which was to come, 

namely, His forthcoming suffering and death.  But they still didn't get it.  And they probably didn’t get what 

Jesus was saying about the Spirit when He was telling them. . But in time, they would—in time, they would 

know what He was talking about.  In time, things would be clearer to them.  That would be the work of the Holy 

Sprit.  He would remind the disciples all the things that Jesus had said (John 14:26), even the things that they 

didn’t get the first time. 

 

This is still the task of the Spirit today.  He testifies of Christ.  He brings to remembrance all that Jesus has said 

(John 14:26).  He points to Jesus.  He makes Him known.  Thus doe we have God’s Word, inspired of God—

not only telling us how we are to live, but also giving us what to believe, namely, Christ crucified, for the 

forgiveness of sins. 

 

Do you ever wonder why the Holy Spirit is the only person of the Trinity that seems to get the short end of the 

stick?  We talk about the Father.  We talk about the Son.  But much less do we seem to talk about the Holy 

Spirit.  

 

Some call the Spirit “the hidden” person of the Trinity.  This is because, even though we might mention Him, 

still, it’s not a great deal.  But this isn’t because we leave the Spirit out of the picture, though.  And it isn’t 

because we’re ignoring Him.. It’s because were busy preaching Jesus.  And where the preaching of Jesus is 

going on, there the Holy Spirit is doing His thing—creating faith—giving new life—calling by the Gospel—

enlightening us—sanctifying us—and keeping us in the true faith—even as we confess in the meaning of the 3
rd
 

Article of the Apostles’ Creed:  

 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; 

but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in 

the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on 

earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly 

forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and 

give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true. 

 

The Church 

 

Where Jesus Christ is, there also is the Spirit.  Thus do we preach Christ, because there the Holy Spirit is. So 

also are we a sacramental church, a church which rejoices in God’s gifts of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  In 

these Means of Grace, God gives us His grace—the forgiveness of sins—in water and bread and wine—with the 

Word.  The Holy Spirit here too is working, for Christ’s Word is present and working and effective, not because 

we add anything to it, but because it is of God.  Only those who doubt or disbelieve God Himself will doubt or 
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disbelieve that His Word does what it says or says what it does.  On the other hand, only those who trust and 

believe—only those with faith—believe that it is as God says it is—and that it will be as God declares. 

 

The disciples had such a Word to go on. Really, they didn’t have anything else.  What was soon to come would 

shatter and dislocate them.  If it wasn’t for the Word of our Lord and the Spirit, they would have been forever 

crushed, and so would we.  We too would have been “left behind” to suffer the loss of our Lord, without hope, 

without confidence—without anything to go on but our own plans and way out, which are passing away and 

nothing.  Without the Word of our Lord and His Spirit, we would be running the rat race of life with not sure 

destination, only the fleetingness of our own determination and whims. 

 

But with the Word of the Lord, with the Spirit whom Jesus sent, we have true life, not a life of despair and 

sorrow, but one with true and genuine purpose.  As God has loved us in Christ, so too do we love others, 

because we are His.  We are not without hope.  Christ did die, but He is now risen!  His Word, therefore, is true.  

And His Spirit He does send—His Spirit who works through the very Word of God preached and declared—

giving faith—giving life—giving hope—even as we await what the Lord would have be this side of heaven. 

 

A LITTLE WHILE 

 

This leads us to the second theme of today’s Gospel.  The first has to do with the Spirit, whom Jesus would 

send, and did send, just as He had promised.  And still does the Lord send His Spirit, who through the Word of 

God creates faith when and where He pleases (John 3:8), not according to our word, will, or work, but 

according to His. Therefore do you not find God in the woods, the back roads, or in your head.  Rather, that you 

know God to be God for you, go to His Word of grace—His absolution—Holy Baptism—The Lord’s Supper—

for in these things, established by God, you know that God is indeed for you, just as He says in His Word.  The 

groundedness of your faith is not in your Word or action or thought, but in God’s action—His Word—His 

work.  And there you see Christ—Christ for us—Christ for you. 

 

The second theme of today’s Gospel also has to do with God and His work, introduced with the Words of our 

Lord, in a little while.  Jesus spoke these words before HIS resurrection and before His suffering and death.  

This is the context in which He was saying, A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little 

while, and you will see me (John 16:16). 

 

But these words the disciples didn’t get.  The little while that they would not see Jesus would be that time 

immediately following His death.  The next little while that they would see Jesus would be that time following 

His resurrection.  They would weep and lament.  The world would rejoice.  They would be sorrowful, but their 

sorrow would turn into joy.  And when they saw Jesus again, risen from the dead, their hearts would rejoice, 

and no one would take their joy from them (John 16:22). 

 

The disciples were sorrowful at the Lord's death.  They did lament.  And they world was glad.  But their sorrow 

was only but for a moment, for Christ resurrected the third day. 

 

That little while which Jesus spoke to His disciples about also applies to you.  Though now you don’t  see 

Jesus, you soon will.  But just because you don’t see Him, this doesn’t mean that He’s absent from you.  As His 

people, because you are His people, baptized into Christ, you grieve and lament the state of affairs of the world 

today.  You sorrow over the apathy that so many have towards the Gospel, towards the Word, towards Baptism, 

and towards the Lord’s Supper.  You long for people to know the joy of Christ, of sins forgiven, of peace with 

God, as you also have and rejoice in.  You long to be rid of your sinful flesh that leads you to sin.  You desire a 

life of peace, a life that is not fraught with the daily struggles and headaches of everyday life, because of your 

sin and the sin of others. 
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In essence, you long to be with the Lord, free from the crosses and burdens of living a Christian life in a godless 

world, where the majority of people are against the truth, and where even those who call themselves Christ are 

truly not, having distorted and distorting the very Word of the living God to suit their own pleasures. 

 

That little while spoken by our Lord also applies to you, you who sorrow because of your own sins and who 

grieve because of your own hypocrisy and that of others, and the hatred of God’s truth that the world has 

towards Christ and His church. 

 

Meanwhile, Satan and his dominion, the world and all flesh not of God rejoice in the apparent weakness of God 

and His people.  They dishonor what is good and mock what is right and true.  They call good evil and evil 

good (Isaiah 5:20).  They neglect the truth of God for the lie, deceiving themselves and being deceived away 

from the truth, believing themselves to know better than the Lord Himself (2 Timothy 3:13).  They wish to tread 

their own path and make their own way instead of walking the straight and narrow and turn neither to the right 

or to the left (Deuteronomy 2:27).  They go after other gods which are not God, that they live for themselves, 

serving their own interests and fail to help others.  They live for the things of this world and seek their own 

well-being, not the well-being of others. 

 

These will have their day.  Their while, however, is only but little, as is our suffering and bearing with them.  

Though they rejoice now and we grieve and lament, the time will indeed come when the tables will be turned. 

The time will indeed come when those who rejoice and glory in their sin will weep and lament, but not only for 

a little while—for all eternity.  Whereas those who now weep and lament over their sins and look to Jesus for 

help and comfort—these will forever rejoice and glory in the Lord.  They have the promise, even now, of peace 

and joy in heaven, THE peace and joy which Christ gives, even in the midst of such burden and affliction as we 

today suffer. 

 

The Psalmist writes in Psalm 1, for example, Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the 

ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law 

of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of 

water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does 

shall prosper. The ungodly are not so, But are like the chaff which the wind drives away. Therefore the 

ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. For the LORD 

knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the ungodly shall perish (Psalm 1:1-6) 

 

In another place, the Psalmist says, Those who sow in tears Shall reap in joy. He who continually goes forth 

weeping, Bearing seed for sowing, Shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, Bringing his sheaves with 

him (Psalm 126:5-6). 

 

In today’s Epistle reading, we have these words from our Lord concerning the blessed state of affairs for the 

saints of God, for those who believe in the Christ, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will 

dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God 

will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There 

shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away (Revelation 21:3-4). 

 

Also, according to the Gospel of Luke, Jesus again speaks of the blessedness of His people, and distinguishes 

them from all others when He says, Blessed are you poor, For yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you 

who hunger now, For you shall be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, For you shall laugh. Blessed are 

you when men hate you, And when they exclude you, And revile you, and cast out your name as evil, For 

the Son of Man's sake. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great in heaven, 

For in like manner their fathers did to the prophets. But woe to you who are rich, For you have received 

your consolation. Woe to you who are full, For you shall hunger. Woe to you who laugh now, For you 
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shall mourn and weep. Woe to you when all men speak well of you, For so did their fathers to the false 

prophets (Luke 6:20-26). 

 

Therefore, go not by what you see to know the end result.  Go by what the Lord says! Christ has indeed risen 

from the dead and has ascended into heave.  But according to His Word, He is right where He promises to be.  

Though for a little while you don’t see Him, know that you will.  For now, hold to His promise.  He doesn’t 

leave you alone.  He doesn’t leave you as orphans.  Though He be hidden, this doesn’t mean that He’s absent.  

He gives you His Spirit through the Word.  And according to His Word, He remains present with you—and 

gives you signs that He is for you. 

 

Times and seasons, and days and hours may not be easy, but the Word of the Lord will never fail.  Jesus shows 

us that.  Therefore, keep your eyes on what is to come.  And even now, keep your eyes on the Lord, not the 

Lord and Savior of either your own making or that of the world’s, but the Savior whom the Heavenly Father has 

sent in the flesh, Jesus Christ.  Rejoice in Him, for in Him, your joy is full.  And no one can take this joy away 

from you.  Amen. 


