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Easter 6, 2010C (Mother’s Day) 

556 “Dear Christians, One and All Rejoice” (1-5) 

*852 “O God of Mercy, God of Might” 

 855 “For All the Faithful Women” (1, 8, 3-4) [after prayers, before offering] 

556 “Dear Christians, One and All Rejoice” (6-10) 

 

You have peace in Jesus Christ 

 
23
[Jesus said:] “In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever 

you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. 
24
Until now you have asked 

nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 

      
25
“I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will 

no longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. 
26
In 

that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your 

behalf; 
27
for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed 

that I came from God. 
28
I came from the Father and have come into the world, and now I 

am leaving the world and going to the Father.” 

      
29
His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative 

speech! 
30
Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you; 

this is why we believe that you came from God.” 
31
Jesus answered them, “Do you now 

believe? 
32
Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, 

each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with 

me. 
33
I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will 

have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” (John 16:23–33) 

 

Jesus doesn’t paint a pretty picture for His disciples, at least in terms of their life in the 

world, for He says, In the world you will have tribulation.  And just before these 

sobering words of our Lord, He questions their faith, for He says, Do you now believe?  

Then, He tells them what they in their faith would do—they would scatter, each to his 

own home, and they would all leave Jesus.  Not good news for the disciples at all. 

 

Just when they thought that they had things figured out, it turns out that they really hadn’t.  

Just when they thought that their confidences were sure, Jesus busted their bubble.  Of 

themselves, there would be no certainty, no lasting hope, and no sure confidences.  Those 

who boast of themselves and go only by what they see, and not by what God says are like 

those who are standing on slippery ice.  They have no sure foundation.  One moment they 

think they’re standing firm in their own confidences.  The next, they’ve lost their footing, 

loose their ground, and fall. 

 

Because they at that time thought that they knew what Jesus was talking about, the 

disciples thought that they understood what Jesus was saying.  Jesus had been talking in 

parables before, in a way that had escaped them.  But in our text, His words were clearer.  

They believed themselves to have gotten it—to have gotten what Jesus was saying.  And 

under the current circumstances, they had.  Everything was fine then.   

 

But they really didn’t get what Jesus was saying, for if they had, they would not have 

scattered as they later did when the chief priests and Pharisees had arrested Jesus that same 
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evening.  If they really had gotten what Jesus was saying, they wouldn’t have been so 

timid and fearful, hiding out in the upper room after the Lord’s bitter crucifixion.  They 

wouldn’t have been so afraid when Jesus had died. 

 

If they had truly gotten it as they said that they had, Jesus wouldn’t have put them in their 

place like He did.  Jesus would have confirmed them in their faith rather than admonish 

them as He did. 

 

But such is the way of our Lord.  He will chastise all who come to Him in their own 

confidences, even if they be His disciples.  

 

Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted 
(Matthew 23:12; Luke 14:11; 18:14).  Notice here, in these very words, Jesus goes from 

the generic to the specific.   

 

First He says, Whoever, meaning ‘anyone’—anyone who exalts himself—that is, 

everyone who exalts himself.   

 

In other words, all who boast of their own understanding, their own strength, even their 

own faith
1
—these Jesus will humble.    These will be put in their place.  If not now, then in 

eternity. 

 

In the Old Testament book of Daniel, there’s an account of a king named Nebuchadnezzar 

who became very great. His kingdom reached far across the land on account of God’s 

doing, not his.   

 

But one day, while king Nebuchadnezzar was walking around in the royal place, he 

boasted about himself and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for a royal 

dwelling by my might power and for the honor of my majesty? (Daniel 4:29-30) 

 

Nebuchadnezzar, in his sinful pride, claimed for himself what God had done.  And 

therefore, his kingdom departed from him.  His dwelling for a time was with the beasts of 

the field.  He ate grass like oxen and His body was wet with the dew of heaven till his 

hair had grown like eagle’s feathers and his nails like birds claws (Daniel 4:32-33). 

 

It wasn’t until Nebuchadnezzar lifted his eyes to heaven that his reason returned to him 

and his kingdom was restored.  And in conclusion of God’s humbling him and lifting him 

up, he said, Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, all 

of whose works are truth, and His ways justice.  And those who walk in pride He is able 

to bring low (Daniel 4:37). 

 

First, Jesus says, Whoever, meaning ‘anyone’—anyone who exalts himself—that is, 

everyone who exalts himself.  Secondly, Jesus goes from all and everyone to he, singular, 

where He says, He who humbles himself will be exalted.  We have a change in person.  

First it was the generic whoever.  Now, it is the specific, he. 

                                                 
1
 Faith is not self-derived or self-defined—it is God given. 
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In other words, only those who are humbled before the Lord, only those who acknowledge 

their utter unworthiness and inability to grasp the things of God—only these will be 

exalted, lifted up, and even called children of God.   

 

The Bible says that No one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God (1 

Corinthians 2:11).  Therefore, we can’t know the things of God without God having 

revealed them.  All who would seek these things apart from God’s revelation are following 

the ways of the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh. 

 

[Remember Peter…When Jesus had asked the disciples a question and said, Who do you 

say that I am?, Peter was the one who had answered, You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God (Matthew 16:15-16).  Then Jesus replied, Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, 

for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven 
(Matthew 16:17). 

 

Peter had gotten the answer right on account of Jesus’ Father having revealed the right 

answer to him.  Peter hadn’t come up with the answer himself.  He had been given the 

answer by another.  And that ‘another’ was none other than the Heavenly Father. 

 

It was according to the very Word of the Son which the Father had given Him to speak that 

Peter confessed Jesus to be the Christ, the Son of the living God.   

 

In the same way, you too confess Jesus to be the Christ, the Son of the living God, 

according to the very Words of our Lord given Him to speak from the Heavenly Father.  

You don’t confess Jesus to be the Christ because you came up with the confession yourself.  

You confess Jesus to be the Christ because this is what God has revealed and made known 

to you through His Holy Word.  So do you also confess the Christian faith because it is the 

true faith which God has given you to confess. 

 

Peter, too, confessed Jesus to be the Christ according to what was revealed to Him.  Here, 

he was right.  But when he went away from the Word and according to his own notions, he 

got it wrong. 

 

Just a little bit later after Peter’s confession that Jesus was the Christ, Jesus began to 

show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the 

elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. Then 

Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Far be it from You, Lord; this 

shall not happen to You!" But Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! 

You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of 

men (Matthew 16:21-23). 

 

Jesus went from saying Blessed are you to Get behind me, Satan! to His beloved disciple 

almost in the blink of an eye.   
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Such shows the instability of Peter, and the certainty of going astray by ourselves apart 

from the Word of God. But even with the Word, there’s that temptation to claim expertise 

in the things of God based on our understanding of it, rather than simply sitting at the feet 

of our Lord and taking what He says to be true, even if we don’t fully understand it, or 

don’t fully comprehend how it all plays out.] 

 

There’s much that we can’t answer in life—because God hasn’t give us the answer.  What 

He has said, this we can be sure of.  But what He hasn’t, these things we leave to God. 

 

Such is the way of the Christian.  The Christian doesn’t claim understanding of all things.  

There is that hidden will of God which God hasn’t made known to us.  It’s to what He has 

revealed that you are to hold dear and close, to that and to that alone. 

 

Therefore, when Jesus says to His disciples, In the world you will have tribulation, this 

is the reality in which they would live in the world.  They would have tribulation.  In fact 

all but one, tradition says, died a martyrs death. They were persecuted, beaten, despised, 

and hated by the world.  Not a pretty picture indeed! 

 

This truth alone has led many to question or even deny the Christian faith, and God, and 

the truth.  Even we are not immune to the temptations to wonder where God is at those 

moments of unbearable grief and sorrow, where he is in the midst of extreme loneliness or 

trouble, or how He is God permitting such things to be.   

 

Even we might ask ourselves why things are the way they are, why we struggle the way we 

do as Christians in the body of Christ, why the congregation doesn’t prosper and grow the 

way we think it should, why the Church always seems to have conflict inside and out, why 

wickedness is ever increasing and righteousness is moving in the opposite direction.  

Things are getting worse, not better. 

 

The picture seems pretty bleak.  But far from a misguided or an extreme pessimism, this is 

the reality in which the Christian lives.  Remember, God’s people live in the world, but 

they are not of the world (John 17:11, 14, 16). 

 

You live in the world.  But you are not of the world.  You live by faith.  You live according 

to the promise, according the promise of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Yes, you will have tribulation.  As long as you live in the world, you will.  You can’t avoid 

this, unless you do not wish to be Christian.  As happened to Jesus, so too do those who 

follow Him encounter hardship and burden. 

 

This is the reason Jesus says this, If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 

himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will 

lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it (Matthew 16:24-25). 

 

The tribulation that Jesus is talking about is not the kind of trouble that everybody in the 

world faces.  The tribulation that Jesus is talking about is that which only Christians 
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encounter—strictly because they bear the Name of Christ, because they believe in Him 

who was crucified and rose from the dead on the third day. 

 

Name calling, rejection, being made fun of, ignored, looked down on, treated shamefully—

these are the things Jesus is talking about, and precisely because one is Christian and 

confesses Christ, speaks the truth, and loves God more than the things of this life.   

 

Jesus is also talking about the struggles and the burdens that Christians bear because of 

their own sin.  They want to be rid of it.  They sorrow over the sins they commit against 

themselves and against others, and the sins of others against them.   

 

In the world, they—you, have tribulation.  But instead of seeking a way out, instead of 

seeking to escape those things that cannot be avoided, instead of denying God’s goodness 

and grace, the Christian turns to the only help that God gives—His Son, and recognizes 

Him to be the Savior and the One who gives true and lasting comfort and peace, even in 

the midst of such things that appear useless and hopeless. 

 

Even in the midst of such tribulation and trouble as the world, Satan, and our own sinful 

flesh dish out, there is only one place to find peace, not the peace that the world gives, but 

the peace which is in Christ Jesus, the peace which comes through Christ’s victory over sin 

and death and the devil.   

 

And His victory is your victory, as St. John writes, For whatever is born of God 

overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world -- our faith. 

Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of 

God? (1 John 5:4-5). 

 

And, as St. Paul says, Do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through 

baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been united 

together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His 

resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of 

sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who 

has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall 

also live with Him (Romans 6:3-8). 

 

If in Christ you will live for all eternity, in Christ do you live now.  Having been justified 

by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also 

we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 

glory of God. And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that 

tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope 
(Romans 5:1-4). 

 



 6 

 

If such is the case, since you have life in Christ and hope of that which is to come, even in 

the midst of tribulations, you have that hope presently, according to the very Word Christ 

speaks.   

 

Through Christ, the suffering servant now risen from the dead, you have that peace in the 

midst of trouble that escapes all who are of the world.  They of the world seek who knows 

how many ways to avoid, bypass, and put an end to pain, suffering, and even death.  

 

But you know that it is through the pain, suffering, and death of your Lord Jesus Christ that 

you have peace with God.  You know that any pain, suffering, and death of this life is only 

temporary, not eternal.  You also know and believe that your circumstances do not 

determine how God is disposed towards you—Christ does.  Amen. 


