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“The Only True God” 

 
48

The Jews answered [Jesus], “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and 

have a demon?” 
49

Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you 

dishonor me. 
50

Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the 

judge. 
51

Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 
52

The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the 

prophets, yet you say,  ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 
53

Are you 

greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make 

yourself out to be?” 
54
Jesus answered,  “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my 

Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 
55

But you have not known 

him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I 

do know him and I keep his word. 
56

Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my 

day. He saw it and was glad.” 
57

So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, 

and have you seen Abraham?” 
58
Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before 

Abraham was, I am.” 
59

So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and 

went out of the temple. (John 8:48-59) 

 

DISTINCTIONS OF THE ATHANASIAN CREED 

 

Having just confessed the Athanasian Creed, a number of things might strike us as 

distinctive of this creed in contrast to the Apostles’ and Nicene Creed which we confess 

nearly every Sunday, the Apostles’ on non-Communion Sundays, and the Nicene on 

Communion Sundays.   

 

Breadth 

 

One thing we might note is its breadth.  More than the other creeds, this creed attributed to 

the early Church Father with the name of Athanasius is longer than the other two.  It also 

details to a greater degree the distinctive persons of the Godhead-Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, using words such as substance, coeternal, uncreated, eternal, incomprehensible, 

almighty, and even the word Trinity. 

 

“And they that have done good will go into life everlasting; and they that have done evil, 

into everlasting fire.” 

 

Another thing we notice in the Athanasian Creed, as Christians, is that phrase, “And they 

that have done good will go into life everlasting; and they that have done evil, into 
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everlasting fire.” To our ears, this may sound like works righteousness—that the way to 

everlasting life is by doing good, whereas the way to hell is by doing evil.   

 

Jesus even says similar words a few chapters before today’s Gospel reading, that The hour 

is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth -- 

those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to 

the resurrection of condemnation (John 5:28-29).   

 

These words of our Lord also sound like works righteousness, that we somehow do 

something to merit eternal life.  But in the words of Jesus just before His words in 

question, Jesus clearly speaks of faith when He says, Truly truly, I say to you, he who 

hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not 

come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. Truly truly, I say to you, the 

hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and 

those who hear will live (John 5:24-25). 

 

In other words, though Jesus does indeed speak of those who have done good, in contrast 

to those who have done evil; and though He does indeed speak of those having done good 

going forth to the resurrection of life, and those having done evil going to the resurrection 

of condemnation, these judgments are prefaced, and dependent, on having Christ by faith 

according to His Word or not having Christ by faith according to His Word. 

 

The one who has everlasting life is the one who believes in Christ.  And the good works 

then follow.  And the one who believes in Christ is the one who does good, because he is 

good—in Christ, Jesus cleansing his sin and sanctifying him.  His sin is not held against 

him.  Therefore, he is good—because of Christ. 

 

The one who has everlasting condemnation and judgement and hell is the one who doesn’t 

believe in Christ.  The one who doesn’t believe in Christ is the one who does not do good, 

but evil, because he is evil and wicked—not having Christ.  Because he doesn’t have Jesus, 

his sin is counted against him.  Therefore, he is evil—because he doesn’t have Christ. 

 

Everlasting life is not conditioned on how much you do, on the quantity of your works.  

They are conditioned upon Christ’s merits and His works.  If you have Christ, you are 

good, and have everlasting life.  If you do not have Christ, you are not good, and have 

everlasting condemnation.  

 

When we confess those words in the Athanasian Creed, “And they that have done good 

will go into life everlasting; and they that have done evil, into everlasting fire,” we are to 

recognize also the words confessed before concerning Christ, “It is necessary to everlasting 

salvation that he also believe faithfully the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ.  For the 

right faith is that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God 

and man…who suffered for our salvation.” 
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 “Will give an account of their own works” 

 

As to the words in the Creed about giving “an account of works,” here, too, we are to 

preface them with what is called the “Rule of Faith” and the “Article of Justification by 

Grace through faith” (the article on which the Church stands or falls), that we are saved, as 

St. Paul clearly says, By grace through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 

God, not of works, lest anyone should boast (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

 

The Bible teaches that what you do doesn’t save you.  It is by what Christ has done for you 

on the cross that you are saved, and through the faith in what He now says to you and gives 

to you namely, the forgiveness of sins, His Word and Sacraments.   

 

Not believing Jesus’ words to you is a sure sign of unbelief, and no desire to hear or listen 

to the preaching of God’s Word is a sign of a dying or dead faith, which is no faith at all, in 

which case you are to ask the Lord’s forgiveness for such cold-heartedness—and for a new 

heart, that you not be led by the devil to forsake the Word altogether, but that you go all 

the more to hear and receive the Word of life and mercy in Christ. 

 

Being saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, being cleansed of sins on account of 

Jesus’ blood, you now are good, and you do good, only because of Jesus.  Therefore, 

you’re not to worry about doing the good.  The doing good will come, only concern 

yourself with keeping the faith, holding to the truth, turning from your sin—believing in 

Christ Jesus.  Doing this, you’ll also do the works, for as one of note has said: “You are 

saved through faith in Christ alone, but faith is never alone—faith is never without good 

works.”  Be concerned about the faith, and the works, the doing, will follow.  But be 

concerned about the works, and you’re already departing from the faith. 

 

The “catholic faith” 

 

Another thing we note about the Athanasian Creed in distinction from the Nicene and 

Apostles’ creed is that we together confess this as the “catholic faith.”  With this Word 

catholic, we don’t mean Catholic as in Roman Catholic.  That faith, the Roman Catholic 

faith, in essence, is against the true Christian faith, for the true Christian faith teaches 

salvation through Christ alone.  But the Roman Catholic faith teaches salvation through 

Christ AND what you do.  They also teach that you can never be sure of your salvation, 

which is nothing but a damning doctrine because Christ would have you be confident and 

sure of your salvation through faith in Him.  Here, uncertainty is certainly condemnation.  

The Christian faith is not a faith of doubt, but a firm confidence in the Lord’s salvation 

through Christ.  If it’s not that, it’s not the Christian faith but one of the devil. 

 

The word “catholic,” as used in the Athanasian Creed, here means universal, that is, the 

Christian faith.  The Christian faith is that which we here confess to be our own.  And the 

Christian faith confessed with these words is also the confession that all Christians will 

also believe as their own. 
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Exclusive terms: “Whoever will be saved shall, above all else, hold the catholic 

faith”…“He, therefore, that will be saved is compelled thus to think of the Trinity”…and 

in conclusion, “This is the catholic faith which, except a man believe faithfully and firmly, 

he cannot be saved.” 

 

This brings us to yet another characteristic of this creed in distinction from the other two: 

the use of exclusive terms.  In the creed, we confess these words, “Whoever will be saved 

shall, above all else, hold the catholic faith”…“He, therefore, that will be saved is 

compelled thus to think of the Trinity”…and in conclusion, “This is the catholic faith 

which, except a man believe faithfully and firmly, he cannot be saved.” 

 

These words alone are cause for much concern for many who call themselves Christian.  

We already mentioned that word “catholic” as meaning universal, and referring to the 

Christian faith, not the Roman Catholic faith.  In fact, the contents of this creed alone has 

caused stir among some groups, so much so that they stopped using it.  They might be 

afraid that it would turn people off.  And truly, it might.   

 

But if the creed (or any confession of faith or doctrine/teaching) is true according to what 

Scripture teaches, should we, or anyone else, cease making confession of it because it 

might offend or because some might not like it or understand it, or because of what others 

might say about it or us because we hold to the truth? 

 

THE TRINITY AND JESUS 

 

The same can be said about God and Christ—and even the Trinity in general.  Not all “get 

it.”  Not all understand it.  In fact, we even confessed together the incomprehensibleness of 

the One incomprehensible in the Athanasian Creed itself.  God cannot be figured out in a 

reasonable way.  Nor can we convince anyone of the “reasonableness” of the Triune God.  

If anyone says that he grasps God in His totality, that one doesn’t have the right God.  He 

has a God of His own making.   

 

The only god that is the right One is the One who makes Himself known by means of His 

Word, even the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, the second person of the Trinity, whom we 

confess to be Christ and Lord, our redeemer, “who has redeemed me, a lost and 

condemned person, purchased me and won me from all sin, from death, and from the 

power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with his 

innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom 

and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness” (meaning to the 

2
nd

 Article of the Apostles’ Creed). 

 

The Bible teaches that there is only One God.
1
  The Bible also teaches that the Father is 

God, the Son is God (John 1:14; 8:58; 1 John 5:20), and the Holy Spirit is God (i.e. Acts 

5:1-4).  But there are not three gods, but One God.  This is an important distinction to 

                                                 
1
 Genesis 1; Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 45:18; Malachi 2:10; 1 Corinthians 8;6; Ephesians 4:6; 1 Timothy 2:5; 

James 2:19 
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make, for though most people, Christian and nonChristian alike, speak of god or a god, 

they don’t necessarily mean The true God.   

 

The doctrine of the Trinity, the teaching of Scripture, teaches exclusively that the only God 

there is the God who created the world, who sent His Son Jesus to save the world, and who 

through the Spirit, gives faith to believe the Word and promises of God, even the Word 

incarnate, God become flesh, in Jesus, as St. Paul says, No one can say that Jesus is Lord 

except by the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:3). 

 

The Bible also teaches that there is no other salvation than that which is through Jesus 

Christ (John 14:6; Acts 4:12), the only begotten Son, whom the Father sent, “conceived of 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  And the third day He rose again from the dead.” 

 

Salvation is only through Jesus.  And only in Jesus do you have the true God.  All others 

are false God’s.  This means that God is not just out there observing us but not doing 

anything more—deism.  He is active and busy in the affairs of His people and in the world, 

working through His means and ways of providing, sustaining, saving, and sanctifying. 

 

God is not more than one—polytheism.  He is One God, yet three distinct persons; not 

comprehensible, but to be believed just the same—according to His Word and His Word 

alone.  

 

God is not non-existent—atheism.  Everyone has a god, even if it not be the true God.  A 

god is whatever one trusts above everything else.  Therefore, an atheist, too, is not without 

a god, even if it be a false one. 

 

When Jesus declared in today’s Gospel, Before Abraham was, I am, He wasn’t only 

speaking of His existence before Abraham, He was speaking of His divinity and deity.  

Jesus was right then and there bearing witness to the truth of who He was—God.  And 

that’s exactly the reason why the Jews then picked up stones with which to stone Him, 

because He was claiming to be God. 

 

Jesus still claims to be God, and not only does He claim to be God—He is.  And this is the 

very reason why all who don’t believe are in unbelief.  All who are of God do believe 

Jesus.  All who are not of God—don’t.  So also do we say that all who are of God hear and 

believe His Word.  And again, all who are not of God, don’t. 

 

In the same way, all who are of God believe Him to be as He reveals Himself to be—

Triune: God in three persons; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  All who are not of God do not 

believe that He is Triune.  And sadly, all who are not of God do not have the Christian 

faith and are not Christian.  Their works are evil, not good, for they do not have Christ. 

 

These are hard words to hear in our tolerant and politically correct age.  But they are true.  

And they are the teachings of Holy Scripture.  Therefore do we confess them, and we are 

not ashamed!  Amen. 
 


