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3
rd
 Sunday after Pentecost, 2010C 

609 “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive” 

*915 “Today Your Mercy Calls Us” 

567 “Not What These Hands Have Done” 

 

The Forgiveness of God 
 

2 Samuel 11:26—12:10 (11-12) 13–14 
26
When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she lamented over her husband. 

27
And when the 

mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the 

thing that David had done displeased the LORD. 

      
12:1

And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said to him, “There were two men in a certain 

city, the one rich and the other poor. 
2
The rich man had very many flocks and herds, 

3
but the poor man had nothing 

but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children. 

It used to eat of his morsel and drink from his cup and lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter to him. 
4
Now 

there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the 

guest who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.” 
5
Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who 

has done this deserves to die, 
6
and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had 

no pity.” 

      
7
Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘I anointed you king over 

Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. 
8
And I gave you your master’s house and your master’s wives 

into your arms and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah. And if this were too little, I would add to you as 

much more. 
9
Why have you despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down 

Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have killed him with the sword of the 

Ammonites. 
10
Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised me and 

have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ (
11
 “Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will raise up 

adversity against you from your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your 

neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 
12
 ‘For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing 

before all Israel, before the sun.’”, NKJ) 
13
David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” And Nathan 

said to David, “The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 
14
Nevertheless, because by this deed you 

have utterly scorned the LORD, the child who is born to you shall die.” 

 

Luke 7:36—8:3 
36
One of the Pharisees asked [Jesus] to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his place at 

the table. 
37
And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in 

the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 
38
and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she 

began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them 

with the ointment. 
39
Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a 

prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” 
40
And Jesus answering said to him,  “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.” 

      
41
“A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 

42
When they 

could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 
43
Simon answered, “The 

one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him,  “You have judged rightly.” 
44
Then 

turning toward the woman he said to Simon,  “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no 

water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
45
You gave me no kiss, but 

from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. 
46
You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has 

anointed my feet with ointment. 
47
Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved 

much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 
48
And he said to her,  “Your sins are forgiven.” 

49
Then those who 

were at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 
50
And he said to 

the woman,  “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

      
8:1
Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the 

kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, 
2
and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and 

infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 
3
and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, 

Herod’s household manager, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their means. 
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Towards the end of today’s Gospel reading, the account of the sinful woman wetting 

Jesus’ feet with here tears, wiping them with the hair of her head, kissing His feet, and 

anointing them with ointment, all while Jesus was reclining as a guest in a Pharisee’s 

house, those at the table with Jesus asked the question, Who is this who even forgives 

sins? (v49).  This question is not unlike that asked at another time by the Scribes and 

the Pharisees when a paralytic man was let down through the roof of a house and Jesus 

had said to the paralytic, Man, your sins are forgiven you (Luke 5:20).  It is then that 

the unbelieving Scribes and Pharisees began to reason saying, “Who is this who 

speaks blasphemies?  Who can forgive sins but God?”  At this their reasoning, 

Jesus, perceiving their thoughts answered and said to them, “Why are you 

reasoning in your hearts?  Which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven you,' or 

to say, 'Rise up and walk'? But that you may know that the Son of Man has 

power on earth to forgive sins -- He said to the man who was paralyzed, "I say to 

you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house’” (Luke 5:22-24).  At Jesus’ 

words, the man Immediately he rose up before them, took up what he had been 

lying on, and departed to his own house, glorifying God (Luke 5:25). 

 

Those Scribes and Pharisees were right in saying that only God can forgive sins.  But 

they were wrong in not believing that Jesus Christ is God, which He demonstrated 

right before them as He gave the paralyzed to walk.  By doing so, He also 

demonstrated that He had the power to forgive sins.  Therefore was the woman, the 

sinful woman, forgiven with God’s forgiveness when Jesus said, Your sins are 

forgiven (Luke 7:48).  She was forgiven by virtue of the Lord’s Word to her.  Jesus is 

man.  Also is He God, God who bespeaks the sinner forgiven of sins, and it is so. 

 

What draws our attention today has to do with just this forgiveness of our Lord.  This 

forgiveness freely given, clearly pronounced, entirely unmerited, and completely 

bestowed.  No partial forgiveness does our Lord give.  When He forgives, He forgives 

all of your sin; He forgives all of your sin or none of your sin.  Some imagine, 

however, after reading today’s Gospel text of the sinful woman forgiven for her sins, 

that the woman merited that forgiveness because of her love for Jesus, her love for 

Jesus shown by wetting His feet with her tears, drying them with her hair, kissing 

them, and anointed them with oil.  Some imagine that because she did these very 

things, because she showed her love for Jesus, that’s why He forgave her. 

 

Jesus Himself does say in the text, to Simon the host, that her sins, which are many, 

are forgiven, for she loved much (Luke 7:47).  This would seem to defend the 

position that the love of man for God effects God’s forgiveness.  And there are quite a 

few who believe this, who believe that what we do determines whether or not we have 

God’s favor.  Among them is the Roman Catholic Church, and those like them who 

claim that our works have a part to play in our salvation. But this is to make God’s 

love and mercy conditional.  And if God’s love and mercy are conditional, it’s no 

longer the love and mercy of the God of Scripture. 
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It really comes down to this: FROM WHOM forgiveness is given, and TO WHOM 

forgiveness is given.  To believe that forgiveness and God’s favor is somehow 

dependent on man’s accepting it, earning it, or praying it, turns the free gift, the grace 

of God, to a work of man.  Of this kind of thing St. Paul says, To him who works, the 

wages are not counted as grace but as debt. But to him who does not work but 

believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for 

righteousness, just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom 

God imputes righteousness apart from works: "Blessed are those whose lawless 

deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are covered; Blessed is the man to whom the 

LORD shall not impute sin" (Romans 4:4-8). 

 

In another place St. Paul writes, If by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise 

grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work 

is no longer work (Romans 11:6).   

 

Likewise, in today’s Epistle, Paul draws attention to the truth of justification—the 

truth of our salvation: We know that a person is not justified by works of the law 

but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in 

order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by 

works of the law no one will be justified. 

 

      
3:10

For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, 

“Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the 

Law, and do them.” 
11

Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the 

law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.” 
12

But the law is not of faith, rather 

“The one who does them shall live by them.” 
13

Christ redeemed us from the curse 

of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who 

is hanged on a tree”— 
14

so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might 

come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith. 
(Galatians 2:16, 3:10-14) 

 

The forgiveness of God is pure gift, unearned, unmerited, and freely given to sinners 

who do not in anyway deserve it.  As the gift of God, it is just that, that which we do 

nothing for, but only receive—through faith.  We don’t work for it.  We don’t sweat 

for it.  And we don’t pay for it.  The payment has already been paid.  The blood and 

sweat have already been poured out.  The work has already been done.  On the cross 

of Calvary, where Jesus stretched out His arms, where blood and sweat were given, 

and where He hung for all to see, there, Jesus paid the full price for all your sin.  No 

more payment needs to be paid.  No more debt remains.  No decision needs to be 

made. 

 

On account of Christ, the sinner is forgiven before God.  Whatever you’ve done, 

whatever you haven’t done, because of Jesus, it is not nor will be held against you.  If 

God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but 

delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all 

things? Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 
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Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, 

who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us (Romans 

8:31b-34).   

 

The from whom of forgiveness is God.  Therefore, do not take lightly His forgiveness 

pronounced to you in the blessed absolution spoken by the pastor.  If you believe that 

you are only a little sinner and have little sin, God’s forgiveness will mean little to 

you.  If you doubt there what the pastor says, you doubt what God says, for the pastor 

there speaks God’s words and not his own.  Our Lord says, He who hears you hears 

Me, he who rejects you rejects Me, and he who rejects Me rejects Him who sent 

Me (Luke 10:16).  Our Lord also says, If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained (John 20:23). 

 

Though you hear man speaking, it is God who is using the voice of the man, declaring 

to you the very thing that only God can give.  And what a blessed comfort this is for 

troubled consciences and those who recognize their sin!  Those who are blind to the 

their sinful nature will have very little to go home with, and speak about it even less, 

not because of God’s Word, but because of unbelief in what our Lord gives.  But if I 

am certain that God forgives all of my sins, no stone unturned, no guilt or shame not 

covered, that He saves me from death and the power of the devil, that I stand right 

with Him and have no reason to fear His judgement, anger, and wrath because Christ 

bore in my place all these things, blessed am I, and joyous in the Lord’s Word to me, a 

poor miserable sinner.   

 

God’s grace and favor, His goodness to me on account of Christ, is greater than my 

sin.  There is no sin too big to be covered by Jesus’ blood.  And there is no sin too 

small that is overlooked or unaccounted for before Him who declares you forgiven. 

 

The FROM WHOM of forgiveness is God, His love demonstrated toward us in this, that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8).  The FOR WHOM of 

God’s forgiveness, is the sinner, is us, is you, none excluded.  But like the Pharisee 

and the woman in the text, there are those who don’t believe themselves to be in need 

of the forgiveness God gives, and there are those who do, demonstrating love to Him 

who gives it, not only in word, but also in deed. 

 

Though some take the words of Jesus to mean that the woman was forgiven her sins, 

which were many, because she loved much, as if she was forgiven because of and on 

account of HER love, within the very context, this cannot be.  Yes, the woman did 

show her love for Jesus in doing what she did, in wetting His feet with her tears, 

wiping them with her hair, and kissing and anointing them.  But according to the 

parable which Jesus told of the two debtors who owed the ONE moneylender, the one 

more, the other less, both debts being fully cancelled, the one who loved the 

moneylender more, as judged rightly even by the Pharisee, was the one who had owed 

more.  It was not the love that was first.  It was the cancelling of the debt.  Then the 

love. 
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So it is with God and you.  You don’t first love God.  You can’t, unless you first know 

Him by His Son, Jesus Christ.  It is He who first loves us (1 John 4:19), even as St. 

John the evangelist writes, In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved 

us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins (1 John 4:10).  And again, 

We love Him because He first loved us (1 John 4:19). 

 

God forgives you all your debts owed to Him, without any merit or worthiness in you.   

As you recognize this truth and believe it, you will love Him all the more, Him and 

one another, for whom Christ died (Romans 14:15; 1 Corinthians 8:11 ).  And that 

very love for Him who forgives you will display itself in the hearing of His Word, the 

believing of His promises, the partaking of Christ's body and blood, the trusting in 

Him, and in Him alone, for help and salvation, and the clear confession of His Name 

in word and song.  Toward others, this love will show itself as you meet other’s needs, 

carry their burdens, have patience, and as you help others.  And the greater the debt 

that was cancelled, the greater the love toward Him who cancelled it. 

 

The difference between the one who is forgiven and the one who is not forgiven is the 

difference between the one who believes the promise of God and the one who rejects 

the promise of God.  The difference is not that God’s forgiveness extends to some but 

not to others.  Nor is the difference that God’s forgiveness is given to those who do 

something for it and not given to those who do not.  We don’t earn what is freely 

given.  Nor is Christ's death and atoning sacrifice limited to a select few.  God so 

loved the world (John 3:16).  He desires all men to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4).   

 

Only believe, and God’s forgiveness is yours, just as He says to you.  Believe the 

words of our Lord through the pastor when He says to you, “As a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, I forgive you all of your sins.”  Believe Christ's Word in the 

distribution when He says, “Take eat, Take drink; This is My body, This is My blood; 

Given for you; Shed for you, for the forgiveness of sins.” 

 

Another indication in the text that forgiveness is not based on YOUR love, in addition to 

the parable, is when Jesus says, He who is forgiven little, loves little (Luke 7:47).  

It’s not love by which one earns or merits forgiveness.  It’s the forgiveness of God 

which produces true and genuine love, not only for Him, but for one another.  Love is 

a fruit of the forgiveness God gives you.   

 

One who knows God to be the God of love, who forgives all of your sins for the sake 

of Christ, will himself love Him who so abundantly forgives, and in turn, will love all 

people, esp. those of the household of faith (Galatians 6:10).  One who does not 

know God to be the God of love still does not know Jesus, nor God’s forgiveness, and 

remains in his sin.   

 

It was wrong for the Pharisee to look down on the love shown by the sinful woman to 

Jesus in washing His feet and doing what she did.  Because the Pharisee saw himself 

as having little need for forgiveness, He loved Jesus, and the woman, little, even not at 
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all.  But because the woman saw her great need for forgiveness, and believed in Him 

who is merciful, she loved much.  This woman expressed her love for her Lord before 

others, even as those others didn’t recognize her actions as acts of love, but despised 

and condemned them as sin.  But because she was forgiven, her work of love was 

accepted to God, while theirs was not.  They had no faith ,and therefore, they had no 

love. 

 

The greater that you see your sin, and the greater you see God’s forgiveness of that 

sin, the greater and the more clearly you see Christ our Savior.  The lesser you see 

your sin and the lesser you see God’s forgiveness of your sin, the lesser and the poorer 

you see Christ our Savior.  This is why in our churches we preach the Law, that we see 

our sin rightly, that it is before God, even as David did in today’s Old Testament 

reading, where Nathan the prophet confronted King David because of his adultery 

with Bathsheba, a married woman, and the death of her husband (2 Samuel 12).  

David’s response was not, “I have sinned against Bathsheba and her husband.”  It was, 

I have sinned against the Lord (2 Samuel 12:13). 

 

As you see your sin more clearly, so you will see that it is clearly against God.  But as 

you see His forgiveness more clearly, as covering all your sins, so will you love God 

all the more, and even show it. 

 

Those who truly love God are those who first acknowledge their sinfulness, and 

recognize His forgiveness.  But those who don’t, assume that they aren’t that sinful 

and don’t need God’s forgiveness.  But these only put on a show.  The others, those 

who truly love God, show by their deeds also towards others, the love that they have 

for God who so richly and abundantly forgives the entirety of their sin in Jesus Christ.  

And they seek Jesus out all the more where He promises to be—wanting to hear His 

Word preached and to receive His body and blood in the Lord’s Supper.   They desire 

to hear God’s Word of forgiveness on account of Jesus, to praise Him, give Him 

thanks, and to live according to His Word.  Amen. 

 


