
No creature toward which you should practice love is nobler than your 
neighbor. He is not a devil, not a lion or a bear or a wolf, not a stone or a log. He is 
a living creature very much like you. There is nothing living on earth that is more 
pleasant, more lovable, more helpful, kinder, more comforting, or more necessary. 
Besides, he is naturally suited for a civilized and social existence. Thus nothing 
could be regarded as worthier of love in the whole universe than our neighbor. But 
such is the amazing craft of the devil that he is able not only to remove this noble 
object of love from my mind with great skill but even to persuade my heart of the 
exactly opposite opinion, so that it regards the neighbor as worthy, not of love but 
of the bitterest hatred. He can accomplish this very easily, merely by suggesting to 
me: “Look, this man suffers from such and such a fault. He has chided you. He has 
done you damage.” Immediately this most lovable of objects becomes vile, so that 
my neighbor no longer seems to be someone who should be loved but an enemy 
deserving of bitter hatred. In this way Satan can do an amazing job of making the 
attitude of love in our hearts cold and neglectful; in fact, he can extinguish it      
completely, so that we forget our love for our neighbor and yield only to our base 
desires. In addition, there are our superstition and negligence, as well as the        
offenses committed by our neighbors, which transform us completely from lovers 
into haters. Thus all that is left to us of this commandment are the naked and     
meaningless letters and syllables “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 
Thus we do not believe, much less observe, the meaning of this commandment. 

Now our neighbor is any human being, especially one who needs our help, as Christ 
interprets it in Luke 10:30–37. Even one who has done me some sort of injury or 
harm has not shed his humanity on that account or stopped being flesh and blood, a 
creature of God very much like me; in other words, he does not stop being my 
neighbor. Therefore as long as human nature remains in him, so long the command-
ment of love remains in force, requiring of me that I not despise my own flesh and 
not return evil for evil but overcome evil with good (Rom. 12:21). Otherwise love 
will never “bear, endure,” etc. (1 Cor. 13:7). It does not amputate a diseased limb 
but cherishes it and takes care of it. “And those parts of the body which we think 
less honorable,” Paul says (1 Cor. 12:23), “we invest with the greater honor.” But 
many people are so unmindful of this commandment that even when they know 
someone who is endowed with many outstanding qualities and virtues, but can find 
even one little flaw or blemish in him, they will look only at this and will forget all 
his good qualities and assets. You will find many mockers so inhuman and spiteful 
that they do not refer to the objects of their malice by their proper names but      
describe them with some contemptuous nickname like “Cockeyed” or “Hooknose” 
or “Bigmouth.”44 In short, the world is the kingdom of the devil, which, in its     
supreme smugness, despises faith and love and all the words and deeds of God.  
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Last Week 
Attendance: 18  Offering: $563.00 

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a   member of the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We  believe and teach that the Bible is 
the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which God has revealed 
the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that this hour will refresh 

your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 
 

PRAYERS 

 

With Cancer: Arnie Priebe; Ongoing: Raymond Parish, Robert Conklin; w/ MS: 
Phil Conklin & Patricia Schoonover; For upcoming Synodical Convention (7/10-7/17)

 

 

WELCOME! 

 
We’re happy that you’re here with us today to hear the Word of the Lord!  

May the Lord bless the hearing of His Holy Word  
and grant you joy in the forgiveness of sins. 

 

UWP NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION FOR THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR 

Lutheran Student Fellowship (LSF) will host a table at UWP for new student    
registration this, distributing information about LSF and Apostles, answering   
questions, and welcoming the students (and  parents).  If you can spare a cou-
ple of hours to help and meet new students, please come join us.  The times for 
all dates are from 11:45am-1:15pm (set up is around 11:30am).  Free lunch at 
the university is available afterwards.  Just let us know.  For more information, 
please speak with Pastor Reeder. 
 
Birthdays        
7/11: Eagan Reeder 
7/17: Adrianna Moore   
   
LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....You can listen to Issues, Etc.  on-demand.  Is-

sues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor 

Todd  Wilken.   Topics include: Islam, Defending the Pro-Life Position, God's 

Will for Your Daily Life, Religion &  Politics, Biblical Interpretation, the Pop 

Spirituality of Oprah Winfrey, Movie Reviews, Christ-Centered Fatherhood, 

Creation vs. Evolution, Witnessing to Jehovah's Witnesses and more. Listen to 

what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.org.   
 

 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  

 
July 10-17: LCMS National Convention (Houston, TX) 
Mon-Fri (12-16) 11:45am-1:15pm: UWP new student registration (Ullsvik) 
Sunday, 9am: Divine Service with Holy Communion 


