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Pentecost 4, 2010C 

807 “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

849 “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 

594 “God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It” 

Comm: 643 “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing” 

 

“How Much has Jesus Done for You?” 

 
26
Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 

27
When Jesus 

had stepped out on land, there met him a man from the city who had demons. For a long 

time he had worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a house but among the tombs. 
28
When 

he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and said with a loud voice, “What 

have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me.” 
29
For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many a time it 

had seized him. He was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he 

would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.) 
30
Jesus then asked him, 

“What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered him. 
31
And 

they begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss. 
32
Now a large herd of pigs 

was feeding there on the hillside, and they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave 

them permission. 
33
Then the demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the 

herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned. 

      
34
When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in 

the country. 
35
Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus and 

found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in 

his right mind, and they were afraid. 
36
And those who had seen it told them how the 

demon-possessed man had been healed. 
37
Then all the people of the surrounding country of 

the Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. So he 

got into the boat and returned. 
38
The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he 

might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 
39
“Return to your home, and declare 

how much God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole 

city how much Jesus had done for him. (Luke 8:26-39) 

 

In the hymn, “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness,” (LSB 849), there are those words 

in the second stanza where we sing, “Praise the One who drove out demons with the 

piercing, two-edged sword.”  These words of this hymn could certainly have originally 

referred to today’s Gospel reading.   

 

THE TWO-EDGED SWORD: THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Jesus does indeed command the demon, the unclean spirit, whose name we learn to be 

Legion, to come out of the man.  And that phrase, “two-edged sword” refers to none other 

than the Word of God, which is also the Word of Jesus. 

 

In the Apocalypse of St. John, also known as The Revelation of St. John or simply, 

Revelation, Jesus is described as having a sharp two-edged sword coming out of His 

mouth (Revelation 1:16).   
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And in Hebrews, the Word of God is described as living and powerful, and sharper than 

any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints 

and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart (Hebrews 

4:12). 

 

THE LIMITATIONS OF DEMONS AND THE DEVIL 

 

With a word, Jesus did command the demon named Legion to leave the man in today’s 

Gospel.  And Legion did.  This demonstrates that demons are subject to Jesus.  Jesus even 

permitted the demons to enter that large herd of swine.  But only at His Word were they 

able to do so. 

 

This may remind of us of the account of Job in the Old Testament.  Job was man greatly 

afflicted, not by God, but by Satan, the prince of the power of the air and darkness 

(Ephesians 2:2, 6:1; Colossians 1:13).  But Satan, as revealed in the book of Job, is on 

God’s leash.  He can only do what God permits—what God allows—and no more.   

 

Satan’s power is a limited power—it has boundaries which can’t be crossed.  Satan’s 

power is also only for a time.  It is temporal, not eternal.  It has an end.  Satan’s rule over 

the world cannot continue.  It cannot hold.  It is not equal with God power and might.  It is 

not as in the yin-yang symbol where light and dark, good and evil, or masculine and 

feminine are in equality with one another.  This is an eastern concept, but not a Christian 

one. 

 

THE IDENTITY OF JESUS 

 

The Bible teaches differently.  The Bible reveals, as in St. Luke today, that Jesus has 

authority over the demons.  And this goes directly to Jesus’ identity—who He is. 

 

In the account just before Jesus casting out the demon into the herd of pigs, St. Luke 

records that Jesus was on a lake with His disciples.  A windstorm came down and the boat 

was filling with water.  The disciples then woke Jesus (he was sleeping), and Jesus then 

preceded to rebuke the wind and the raging waves, and they ceased, and there was 

calm.  Immediately following Jesus calming the storm, and just before Jesus casts out 

Legion, the disciples talked about Jesus and said to one another, Who then is this, that he 

commands even winds and water, and they obey him? (Luke 8:22-25). 

 

It is the Psalmist who says, He, that is the Lord, calms the storm, So that its waves are 

still (Psalm 107:29).  This is just what Jesus did.  And if there is any further question of 

Jesus identity, in our text, St. Luke records these words of Jesus to the man who was 

formerly demon-possessed, Return to your home, and declare how much God has done 

for you (v39).   

 

The words that follow next draw our attention, for Luke writes  that the man went away, 

proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him (v39).  Jesus 
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had just told the man to declare what God had done, and the man goes and declares what 

Jesus had done for him. 

 

To sum up what has been said so far concerning the identity of Jesus, First, Jesus calmed 

the storm with His own Word, something that only God can do.  Second, the formerly 

demon-possessed man declared what Jesus, what God, had done for him.  And third, just 

as Jesus commanded the wind and the waves, and they obeyed Him, so did He also 

command Legion to leave the man in living in the tombs in the region of Gerasenes, and 

Legion did. 

 

THE POWER OF THE WORD 
 

Jesus Word has power.  It calms the storm.  It casts out demons.  It heals.  It creates.  It 

makes alive.  It gives life.  It absolves.  It forgives sins.  It renews. 

 

The text before us demonstrates Jesus’ power over the demons.  His Word has authority.  

This is the same Word which said, Let there be light and there was light (Genesis 1:3).  

This same Word—incarnate—the Word of God become flesh—is the same Word that 

demonstrates authority, not only over demons, but also over the devil, and therefore also 

over sin and death. 

 

This authority Jesus showed when He died on the cross on rose again.  The day of Jesus’ 

crucifixion was also the power of darkness (Luke 22:53).  Satan may have thought that he 

won.  But it was through Christ’s death that your death was done away with.  It was 

through Jesus’ death on the cross that your sins were crucified, no more to have dominion 

over you.  And it was through Christ’s resurrection that we know His death to have been 

approved as the sacrifice and payment for your sin. 

 

In today’s text, ironically, Legion had asked permission to enter the pigs and not to go to 

the abyss.  They desired to stay in the region.  And yet, entering the pigs, where did they 

go?  The pigs rushed into the water and drowned.   

 

Satan and his dominion may think that they have one up on the Lord and His Son, but in 

the end, they will indeed be proven wrong.  Christ is not dead.  He is victorious over Satan 

and all his wiles, for Jesus is God and has won for us eternal life.  He is alive and reigns 

forevermore. 

 

HOW MUCH JESUS HAS DONE 

 

Today’s account of Jesus’ casting out a demon from a demon-possessed man is not only 

about Jesus’ identity.  Jesus is truly God in the flesh, and texts like the one before us reveal 

as such.  But another point is to be made, and that it is—what has God, what has Jesus, 

done, not only for the man in our text, but for us, for you? 
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Simply said, Jesus cast out a demon.  He released the man from his bondage.  Jesus gave 

the man true freedom from his slavery to do the bidding of another.  Jesus gave the man 

peace.  In essence, Jesus gave the man new life. 

 

Jesus gives new life: in word, water, bread and wine 

 

In a similar way, Jesus gives you new life.  By means of His Word, His absolution, He 

forgives your sins.  He cleanses you of all your unrighteousness.  And “where there is 

forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.”  These very things you receive in the 

Lord’s Supper, which is given for you “for the remission of sin.” 

 

St. Paul writes, If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed 

away; behold, all things have become new (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

 

Concerning Holy Baptism, he says, As many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism 

into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been united together in 

the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 

knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be 

done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has 

been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 

Him (Romans 6:3-8). 

 

And again, Paul writes, As many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 

Christ (Galatians 3:27). 

 

Jesus gives you peace 

 

Our Lord Jesus gives you peace, not as the world gives, which is temporary, but that which 

is for the duration of time, even now, for He says, Peace I leave with you, My peace I 

give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, 

neither let it be afraid (John 14:27). 

 

Jesus frees you from your sin, from eternal death, and frees you to serve Him 

 

By means of His death, Jesus frees you from your sin, from your slavery to it, and from its 

eternal consequences, eternal death. Jesus’ death on the cross means your peace with God, 

your freedom from sin, and your freedom now to serve Him.   

 

No longer are you to serve yourself, enslaved to self-preservation and self-gratification.  In 

Christ, your desire is now to serve others, because God, in Christ, serves you.  In Christ, 

you have everything you truly need.  In Christ, you truly lack nothing.  What you don’t 

have, you can do without.  What God gives, you are thankful for, and use, not selfishly, but 

in the service of others. 
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As you continually come to know this, that in Christ, your sins are forgiven you, that you 

are freed from your sin and from eternal death, and from the power of the devil, so will you 

also all the more live as His beloved child, walking by faith and not by sight (2 

Corinthians 5:7), and declaring all that God has done, not because someone tells you, but 

because you can’t help but do otherwise, because of all that God has done for you, and still 

does for you, in Christ. 

 

You who don’t acknowledge all that God has done for you, you who don’t recognize what 

God your heavenly Father has done for you in Jesus Christ still don’t confess the true 

goodness of God, for the goodness of God is no more clearly demonstrated than in Jesus 

Christ, as St. Paul the apostle says, God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). 

 

If you don’t believe in the forgiveness of sins won for you in Jesus Christ, you still don’t 

believe rightly in Jesus.  But if you do, so will you also live, and give thanks, recognizing 

in Jesus your everything, not the Jesus of your own making, but Jesus as He makes 

Himself known through Word, water, and bread and wine.  Amen. 


