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Pentecost 7, 2010C 

559 “Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion” 

*845 “Where Charity and Love Prevail” 

869 “With the Lord Begin Your Task” 

 

“Loving Your Neighbor” 

 
25
Behold, a lawyer stood up to put [Jesus] to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to 

inherit eternal life?” 
26
He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 

27
And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as 

yourself.” 
28
And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 

      
29
But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

30
Jesus 

replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, 

who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 
31
Now by chance a 

priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 
32
So 

likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 
33
But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had 

compassion. 
34
He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he 

set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 
35
And the next 

day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and 

whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 
36
Which of these three, do 

you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 
37
He said, 

“The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” 
(Luke 10:25–37) 
 

St. Paul the apostle writes, Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who 

loves another has fulfilled the law. For the commandments, "You shall not commit 

adultery," "You shall not murder," "You shall not steal," "You shall not bear false 

witness," "You shall not covet," and if there is any other commandment, are all 

summed up in this saying, namely, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." Love 

does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:8-

10). 

 

St. James also speaks about love and the law where he writes in the 2
nd
 chapter of his 

epistle these words, If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself," you do well; but if you show partiality, you 

commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever shall keep the 

whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all. For He who said, "Do not 

commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." Now if you do not commit adultery, 

but you do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law” (James 2:8-11). 

 

In a word, the commandments of God are summed up with that word LOVE, love for God 

and love for neighbor.  We’ve certainly heard these words before.  In today’s Gospel 

reading from St. Luke the 10
th
 chapter, it’s the lawyer who speaks rightly about these 

things, for he quotes from Deuteronomy 6:5 where God says, You shall love the LORD 
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your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength 
(Deuteronomy 6:5).   

 

The lawyer also quoted Leviticus 19:18, which reads, You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself (Leviticus 19:18). 

 

With these two words—love God and love neighbor—the commandments are summed up.  

Upon hearing this, we may initially believe these to be easy and doable tasks.  In fact, by 

nature everyone believes him or herself to be loving God.  And left to our own notions, we 

do, because to our own notions, God is not in disagreement with what we do.  He is in 

harmony with us.  And though we know we aren’t perfect, we believe that God will 

overlook our faults, that He won’t condemn us for this or that.  As long as we at least try to 

do what He says, everything will be alright.   

 

By ourselves, we think that we love God as we do what WE want, because we believe God 

would also want it this way.  We convince ourselves that loving God doesn’t have to do 

with His Word and what He says in the Bible, but how we feel or what we think we should 

do, or by what we think to be right. 

 

But God in His Word speaks differently, for God says, “Love me with everything you’ve 

got.  Love me above everything—more than family, father, mother, spouse, kids—love me 

more than you love yourself.” (see Matthew 10:37). 

 

Jesus says, If you love Me, keep My commandments (John 14:15). 

 

A little bit later He says again, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My 

Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He who 

does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine 

but the Father's who sent Me (John 14:23-24). 

 

Just by these words, God strikes down all arrogant pride.  He puts us in our place before 

Him, but only to lift us up with the good Word of sins forgiven in Jesus Christ.  No—you 

haven’t loved God as you ought; Nor do you love Him as you ought.   

 

But in Jesus, these your sins are not counted against you.  Jesus has loved His Father to the 

“T”.  He has fulfilled the Law of love towards God in perfectly keeping God’s Word and 

fulfilling the Father’s will, even going to the cross to win your salvation.   

 

And this He has done, placing you, His neighbor, first above Himself—even you in your 

own self-centeredness and lofty thoughts about yourself. 

 

By means of His Law, God brings you down to reality, that you know your sin.  But by 

means of His precious Gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ, He lifts you up to His 

promises in Christ.  Eternal life and heaven are now yours, despite your failings and your 

shortcomings.  Only look to Christ and you will see your righteousness before God, your 

salvation, and your peace with God (see 1 Corinthians 1:30). 



 3 

 

Certainly, by ourselves we are deceived into thinking that we love God as we ought.  But 

God shows differently—that we repent, change our ways, and believe in His Son whom He 

sent.  But what of that which is called “The Second Table of the Law—Love for 

neighbor?” 

 

Jesus Himself gets to this in today’s Gospel reading.  Also known as the “Parable of the 

Good Samaritan,” it is an account of which quite a few will recognize, at least the part of 

the Samaritan helping the one in need.  But what fewer probably realize is that this parable 

comes to us in a context, the context of a lawyer seeking to justify himself. 

 

The lawyer of which we speak is not the kind of lawyer we know in today’s age.  Many 

TV shows characterize lawyers as selfish, greedy, sleezy, and the like.  Others characterize 

them just the opposite—idealistic, seeking justice, and wanting to do good.   

 

But the lawyer in today’s text is a different kind of lawyer than we know.  He was one who 

knew the Law of God.  He was a man of letters, Old Testament letters.  He knew the 

commandments of God, the first five books of the Old Testament.  He was a man whom 

people would ask about what God had said.  It is this kind of lawyer that had initially asked 

Jesus, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” (v25) 

 

And after hearing Jesus’ reply of “Do this, and you will live” (v28), the man then asked, 

“And who is my neighbor” (v29). 

 

Before we continue, anyone who rightly understood or understands what Jesus is saying 

according to the Law, the Commandments of God, would have immediately recognized his 

or her clear inability to keep either the law of love towards God or towards neighbor.  If 

anyone rightly understands the Law of God, they would recognize that they don’t and that 

they can’t do all that God says the way that He says to do it.  They would acknowledge 

their failings to do what God has justly commanded and confess their unworthiness, 

wrongdoings, and unrighteousness, both with reference to loving God and to loving 

neighbor.   

 

The lawyer in our text does neither of these things.  He rather assumes that he rightly loves 

God and seeks a way out of doing good to all, for he knows that he has not.   

 

Assumptions are a dangerous thing.  And Jesus shows as such when He draws attention to 

the man’s lovelessness.  He despised the Samaritan, as Jews did in Jesus’ day.  They were 

outcasts.  They were not the people of God.  The Jews didn’t talk to them and they stayed 

away from them. 

 

In essence, Jesus revealed to the lawyer something that all of us are prone to do, maybe 

without even realizing it.  We show partiality by helping certain people, but not helping 

others.  We discern and judge and distinguish between who is worthy of our help and who 

is not. We ignore this person, but not that person.  We’re conditional with who we help—
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do they at least try to help themselves—are they thankful—do they appreciate what others 

(me) do for them? 

 

We judge based on appearance.  We love those who love back, but not those who don’t.  

We select who we’re going to help, how much we’re going to do, and the like.  We’re like 

that lawyer who wanted to differentiate between who he needed to love from who he didn’t 

need to love. 

 

But Jesus showed him—and us—otherwise.  You are to love all people.  All are your 

neighbors, regardless of race, religion, creed, economic status, likeability or unlikeability, 

regardless if they thank you or if they don’t, if they appreciate what you do or not.  You are 

to love your enemies (Luke 6:27, 35).  You are to love all people, even as God, in Christ, 

has loved you. 

 

I would be in error if I were to end this sermon now, giving the impression that the parable 

to the good Samaritan is simply a text about morality.  It’s not.  There’s more to it.   

 

More than a simple text on morality, it is a text that shows man’s inability to fully keep the 

Law of God.  When Jesus says, Do this and live, and against when He says, Go and do 

likewise, He’s showing that you need more than to keep the law, because you can’t.  Jesus 

is demonstrating your need for Jesus. 

 

Jesus did love God and love neighbor—perfectly, completely, and wholly—for your sakes.  

He is the Good Neighbor who sacrificed Himself for you.  You didn’t even ask Him and 

He came to where you were, and when He saw you, He had compassion.  He heals your 

brokenheart and binds up your wounds (Psalm 147:3).  He does not forsake you, but brings 

you to His Word and Sacrament where He gives you strength and support for the journey 

of this life.  He forgives your sins and saves you from sure death.  And in Jesus’ 

forgiveness, heaven is yours, your sin no longer being counted against you. 

 

The parable of the Good Samaritan is more than a story about morality and helping people.  

It’s about what God has done for you in Christ, who indeed is The Good Samaritan.  He 

was rejected, looked upon as an outcast, even crucified outside the city gates.  But by His 

sacrifice, you see God’s love demonstrated for you.   

 

By God’s Law, God shows you your need for a Savior.  By His Gospel, in Jesus, God 

shows you your Savior.  Thus the question of the Lawyer was wrong.  It should not have 

been, “Who is my neighbor?”, but “How am I to be a neighbor?” 

 

To this question comes the answer, “As Jesus is to me, so am I to be to others.” 

 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of 

God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. In 

this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten 

Son into the world, that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved 
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God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another (1 John 4:7-11). 

 

If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not 

love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? And 

this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother 

also (1 John 4:20-21). 

 


