
WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a   member of the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We  believe and teach that the Bible is 
the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which God has revealed 
the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that this hour will refresh 

your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 
 

 

PRAYERS 

 

With Cancer: Arnie Priebe (currently residing at Our House in Platteville);         
Ongoing: Raymond Parish, Robert Conklin; w/ MS: Phil Conklin & Patricia 
Schoonover 
 

 

WELCOME! 

 
We’re happy that you’re here with us today to hear the Word of the Lord!  

May the Lord bless the hearing of His Holy Word  
and grant you joy in the forgiveness of sins. 

 
 

This past week, the LCMS was in convention.  Rev. Matthew Harrison (Exec. 
Director of LCMS World Relief and Human Care) was elected as our new  
Synodical President.  Rev. Herbert Mueller (District President of Southern  
Illinois District) was elected as the Vice President.  Many proposals of the Blue 
Ribbon Task Force on Structure and Governance were passed, as well as      
others.  For more information, see www.lcms.org and click on “convention”. 
 
 
Birthdays    Anniversaries     
7/22: Allen Heimsoth  7/19: Eugene and Elisabeth Alcalay 
   
 
LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....You can listen to Issues, Etc.  on-demand.  Is-

sues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor 

Todd  Wilken.   Topics include: Islam, Defending the Pro-Life Position, God's 

Will for Your Daily Life, Religion &  Politics, Biblical Interpretation, the Pop 

Spirituality of Oprah Winfrey, Movie Reviews, Christ-Centered Fatherhood, 

Creation vs. Evolution, Witnessing to Jehovah's Witnesses and more. Listen to 

what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.org.   
 

 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  

 
Sunday, 9am: Divine Service  

APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION, IV. JUSTIFICATION 
What is Justifying Faith? 

 

53 In speaking of justifying faith, therefore, we must remember that these 
(tr-137) three elements always belong together: the promise itself, the fact that 
the promise is free, and the merits of Christ as the price and propitiation. 
The promise is accepted by faith; the fact that it is free excludes our merits 
and shows that the blessing is offered only by mercy; the merits of Christ are 
the price because there must be a certain propitiation for our sins. 54 Scrip-
ture contains many pleas for mercy, and the holy Fathers often say that we 
are saved by mercy. 55 And so at every mention of mercy we must remember 
that this requires faith, which accepts the promise of mercy. Similarly, at 
every mention of faith we are also thinking of its object, the promised 
mercy. 56 For faith does not justify or save because it is a good work in it-
self, but only because it accepts the promised mercy. 

 
57 This service and worship is especially praised throughout the prophets and 
the Psalms. Even though the law does not teach the free forgiveness of sins, 
the patriarchs knew the promise of the Christ, that for his sake God intended 
to forgive sins. As they understood that the Christ would be the price for our 
sins, they knew that our works could not pay so high a price. Therefore they 
received free mercy and the forgiveness of sins by faith, just as the saints in 
the New Testament. 58 The frequent references to mercy and faith in the 
Psalms and the prophets belong here; for example, “If thou, O Lord, 
shouldst mark iniquities, Lord, who shall stand?” (Ps. 130:3). Here the 
psalmist confesses his sins, but he does not lay claim to any merit of his 
own. He adds, “There is forgiveness with thee” (v. 4). Here he comforts 
himself with his trust in God’s mercy. He quotes the promise: “My soul 
waits for his word, my soul hopes in the Lord,” that is, because thou has 
promised the forgiveness of sins I am sustained by thy promise. 59 Therefore 
the patriarchs, too, were justified not by the law but by the promise and 
faith. It is strange that our opponents make so little of faith when they see it 
praised everywhere as the foremost kind of worship, as in Ps. 50:15: “Call 
upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” 
60 This is how God wants to be known and worshiped, that we accept his 
blessings and receive them because of his mercy rather than because of our 
own merits. This is the greatest consolation in all afflictions, and our oppo-
nents take it away when they despise and disparage faith and teach men to 
deal with God only by works and merits.  

Last Week 
Attendance: 28  Offering: $1738.25 


