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Pentecost 10, 2010C 

788 “Forgive Us Lord For Shallow Thankfulness” 

* 732 “All Depends On Our Possessing” 

797 “Praise the Almighty” 

Comm: 789 “Praise and Thanksgiving” 

 

“Being Rich Toward God” 

 
13

Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with 

me.” 
14

But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 
15

And he 

said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does 

not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 
16

And he told them a parable, saying, “The 

land of a rich man produced plentifully, 
17

and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 

nowhere to store my crops?’ 
18

And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build 

larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
19

And I will say to my soul, Soul, 

you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 
20

But God said to 

him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, 

whose will they be?’ 
21

So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward 

God.” (Luke 12:13-21) 

 

Illustration(s): moving-into apt (2 Pick-up trucks), to vicarage (U-haul), first-call (part of semi), 

Platteville (semi) [don’t realize how much ‘stuff’ you have until you move] –What do you really 

need? 

 

Synonyms of greed: greediness, selfishness, avarice, voracity, excess, rapacity, gluttony, 

indulgence, avariciousness, voraciousness, covetousness, desire. — Ant. GENEROSITY, 

liberality, munificence. 

 

THE LIMITS OF MATERIAL GOODS/POSSESSIONS 

 
(OT reading) Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 2:18–26 
        2

Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . . . 

      
12

I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 
13

And I applied my heart to seek and 

to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy business that God has 

given to the children of man to be busy with. 
14

I have seen everything that is done under the sun, 

and behold, all is vanity and a striving after wind. . . . 

      
2:18

I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man who 

will come after me, 
19

and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of 

all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 
20

So I turned about 

and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil of my labors under the sun, 
21

because sometimes 

a person who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave everything to be 

enjoyed by someone who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 
22

What has a man 

from all the toil and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? 
23

For all his days are 

full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is 

vanity. 

      
24

There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in 

his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, 
2
5for apart from him who can eat or who can 

have enjoyment? 
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1 Timothy 6:6-10 

6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it 

is certain we can carry nothing out. 8 And having food and clothing, with these we shall be 

content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish 

and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of money is a 

root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and 

pierced themselves through with many sorrows.  

 

Luke 16:13 

13 "No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else 

he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon." 

 

Luke 16:14-15 

14 Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, also heard all these things, and they derided 

Him. 15 And He said to them, "You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows 

your hearts. For what is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God.  

 

James 4:14-15 

14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a 

vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, "If the 

Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that." 16 But now you boast in your arrogance. All such 

boasting is evil. 

 

Jeremiah 17:9-10 

9 " The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it? 10 I, the 

LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give every man according to his ways, 

According to the fruit of his doings.  

 

In the Parable: ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 
18
And he said, ‘I will do 

this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 

goods. 
19

And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, 

eat, drink, be merry.’ 

 1) my crops, 2) my barns, 3) my grain, 4) my goods, 5) my soul 

 

GOODS ARE NOT TO BE HOARDED/STORED UP FOR YOU, BUT FOR NEIGHBOR 

 

Luke 16:10-12 

10 "He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is 

least is unjust also in much. 11 "Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous 

mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 12 "And if you have not been faithful in 

what is another man's, who will give you what is your own? 

 

Luke 16:19-23 

19 " There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared 

sumptuously every day. 20 "But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who 

was laid at his gate, 21 "desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table. 

Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 "So it was that the beggar died, and was carried 



 

 

3 

by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 "And being in 

torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 

 

THE CHRISTIAN’S HOPE 

 

Colossians 3:1–11 
1
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated 

at the right hand of God. 
2
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 

3
For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

4
When Christ who is your life 

appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

 

Jeremiah 17:7-8 

7 "Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, And whose hope is the LORD. 8 For he shall be 

like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when 

heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will 

cease from yielding fruit.  

 

HOW SHALL WE THEN LIVE?  

 

Proverbs 30:7-9 

7 Two things I request of You (Deprive me not before I die): 8 Remove falsehood and lies far 

from me; Give me neither poverty nor riches -- Feed me with the food allotted to me; 9 Lest I be 

full and deny You, And say, "Who is the LORD?" Or lest I be poor and steal, And profane the 

name of my God. 

 

Philippians 4:11-13 

11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12 

I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have 

learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things 

through Christ (Him) who strengthens me. 

 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 

17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain 

riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, that 

they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, 19 storing up for themselves a good 

foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 

 

Dr. Just—Commentary on St. Luke (2 volumes): 

“To be rich toward God is to believe that God is the giver of all things, including life and 

salvation. 

To show that one believes is to share with others the gifts God gives.” (Includes money, goods, 

abilities, talents, knowledge, aptitude, skills, etc.) 

 

 

To be truly rich is to know and believe that you are truly rich in Christ, having God’s blessings 

and promises as your own, which cannot be taken away. 
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LARGE CATECHISM 

 
FIRST COMMANDMENT: YOU SHALL HAVE NO OTHER GODS. 

 

A god is that to which we look for all good and in which we find refuge in every time of need. To have a 

god is nothing else than to trust and believe him with our whole heart. As I have often said, the trust and 

faith of the heart alone make both God and an idol. 
3
 If your faith and trust are right, then your God is the 

true God. On the other hand, if your trust is false and wrong, then you have not the true God. For these 

two belong together, faith and God. That to which your heart clings and entrusts itself is, I say, really your 

God. 
 

Many a person thinks he has God and everything he needs when he has money and property; in them 

he trusts and of them he boasts so stubbornly and securely that he cares for no one. 
6
 Surely such a man 

also has a god — mammon
1
 by name, that is, money and possessions 

(tr-583)
 — on which he fixes his 

whole heart. It is the most common idol on earth. 
7
 He who has money and property feels secure, happy, 

fearless, as if he were sitting in the midst of paradise. 
8
 On the other hand, he who has nothing doubts and 

despairs as if he never heard of God. 
9
 Very few there are who are cheerful, who do not fret and complain, 

if they do not have mammon. This desire for wealth clings and cleaves to our nature all the way to the 

grave. 
10
 So, too, if anyone boasts of great learning, wisdom, power, prestige, family, and honor, and trusts 

in them, he also has a god, but not the one, true God. Notice, again, how presumptuous, secure, and proud 

people become because of such possessions, and how despondent when they lack them or are deprived of 

them. Therefore, I repeat, to have a God properly means to have something in which the heart trusts 

completely. 
 

 

13
 Thus you can easily understand the nature and scope of this commandment. It requires that man’s 

whole heart and confidence be placed in God alone, and in no one else. To have God, you see, does not 

mean to lay hands upon him, or put him into a purse, or shut him up in a chest. 
14
 We lay hold of him 

when our heart embraces him and clings to him. 
15
 To cling to him with all our heart is nothing else than 

to entrust ourselves to him completely. He wishes to turn us away from everything else, and draw us to 

himself, because he is the one eternal good. It is as if he said: “What you formerly sought from the saints, 

or what you hoped to receive from 
(tr-585)

 mammon or anything else, turn to me for all this; look upon me 

as the one who wishes to help you and to lavish all good upon you richly.” 
16
 Behold, here you have the true honor and the true worship which please God and which he 

commands under penalty of eternal wrath, namely, that the heart should know no other consolation or 

confidence than that in him, nor let itself be torn from him, but for him should risk and disregard 

everything else on earth. 
17
 On the other hand, you can easily judge how the world practices nothing but 

false worship and idolatry. There has never been a people so wicked that it did not establish and maintain 

some sort of worship. Everyone has set up a god of his own, to which he looked for blessings, help, and 

comfort. 
 

28
 Let everyone, then, take care to magnify and exalt this commandment above all things and not make 

light of it. Search and examine your own heart thoroughly and you will find whether or not it clings to 

God alone. Do you have the kind of heart that expects from him nothing but good, especially in distress 

and want, and renounces and forsakes all that is not God? Then you have the one true God. On the 

contrary, does your heart cling to something else, from which it hopes to receive more good and help than 

from God, and does it flee not to him but from him when things go wrong? Then you have an idol, 

another god. 

   

                                                 
1 
Cf. Matt. 6:24. 


