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All Saints’ Day, 2010C
676 “Behold A Host, Arrayed in White”
*677 “For All the Saints, Who From Their Labors Rest” (Parts)
680 “Thine The Amen, Thine The Praise”
Comm: 672 “Jerusalem the Golden”

All Saints’ Day

2Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God,
and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and
sea, 3saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of
our God on their foreheads.” 4And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every
tribe of the sons of Israel:
        512,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 12,000 from
the tribe of Gad, 612,000 from the tribe of Asher, 12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, 12,000 from
the tribe of Manasseh, 712,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 12,000
from the tribe of Issachar, 812,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 12,000 from the tribe of Joseph,
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed.

9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the
angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and
ever! Amen.”

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and
from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are
the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.
        15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16They shall hunger no more,
neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17For the Lamb in
the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (Revelation 7:2–17)

THOUGHTS ABOUT REVELATION

Mention The Apocalypse of St. John, also known as The Revelation of St. John, or simply,
Revelation, and some eyes might perk up, as well as ears become more attentive.  This work of
the apostle produces fear in some, curiosity in others, and general confusion among many.  It is a
book that has sparked manifold end-time movies and books.  Because of incorrect
understandings of the text, many false teachings about Revelation abound, not least of which are
the views called Millennialism, whether pre-millennialism or post-millennialism

The Revelation of St. John, needless to say, is a greatly misunderstood book.  Many are simply
scared by it, namely, because they don’t understand it.
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Revelation is a highly figurative book, with a great use of symbolic language, which has led
some to fanciful and sensational interpretations, many of which are simply contrary to the rest of
Holy Scripture.

On the whole, in sum, readers generally react in one of two ways: either in fear or with comfort.
In fear, because of the judgments of God, the plagues, wars, and death.  With comfort, because
of the hopeful words found throughout.

But with either reaction, care should be taken, that the fear be coming from what is rightly to be
feared; and that the comfort one walks away with be God given comfort, and not man-made or
self-induced.

1PETER LORIE

As to the latter, hear the following words from a Peter Lorie and from what he derives true
comfort, and ask yourself the question: Is this kind of comfort from God or from man?

Probably the single greatest work of prophecy ever written, The Book of Revelation is here
transformed into an unprecedented hopeful and inspiring vision of how the world will
progress toward the end of the millennium.  What has been envisioned as a time of
devastation and destruction, can be a chance for us all to discover beauty and
enlightenment.  What has been believed to be the end of the world and the Last Judgment,
can be a glorious time of fulfillment and personal empowerment.  What has frightened
mankind in the past, can now be the vision of the greatest future that mankind has ever
experienced.2

From what does Lorie derive comfort from St. John’s Revelation?  These words seem to stand
out:

 an unprecedented hopeful and inspiring vision of how the world will progress
 a chance for us all to discover beauty and enlightenment
 a glorious time of fulfillment and personal empowerment
 the vision of the greatest future that mankind has ever experienced

Lorie’s assessment of Revelation is far from the truth, in fact, just the opposite.  The book of
Revelation (and the Bible, for that matter), is not a self-help book, helping you on your way to
progress and empowerment.  It’s not a book given that you discover your own beauty, or to
inspire you with heavenly vision for a better life here and now.

WHAT IS THE REVELATION OF ST. JOHN

The Revelation of St. John, really, is the revelation of Jesus Christ to His servant John about
what will be in the days to come, the days before the end and the days after the end.

1 The following italicized section was not in the preached sermon.
2 Peter Lorie, Revelation: St. John the Divine’s Prophecies For the Apocalypse and Beyond (London: Labyrinth
Publishing, 1994), back cover.



3

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants -- things which
must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John, who
bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he
saw. Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep
those things which are written in it; for the time is near (Revelation 1:1-3).

Jesus Himself told John these words, too, Write the things which you have seen, and the
things which are, and the things which will take place after this (Revelation 1:19).

BOOK OF COMFORT TO CHRISTIANS, JUDGMENT TO NONCHRISTIANS

The book of Revelation IS a book of comfort, but to Christians only, that is, only to those who
have Jesus Christ as their Savior.  To all others, the book of Revelation is a book of judgment,
and rightly so, for all who do not have Jesus as their Savior have the Father as their
unforgiving and unmerciful judge.

Only in Christ do you have no need to fear God’s wrath and punishment against sin—for only
IN Christ has all God’s wrath and punishment against your sin already been done away with.
Only IN Christ are your sins forgiven you.  Only IN Christ does God forgive you all of your
sins.  Only IN Christ are your sins no more.

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (Galatians
3:13).

And as we confess in the explanation to the 2nd Article of the Apostles’ Creed,

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man,
born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. Who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person,
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold
or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent  suffering and death, that I
may be His own and live under Him in His  kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This
is most certainly true. (Small Catechism)

What does this mean except that Jesus Christ, true God and true man, and redeemed you—He
has purchased and won you from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil!

Thus do you have no need to fear what is coming now upon the world as the result of sin.
You have no need to be afraid of what is to come at the time of God’s judgment.  Nor do you
have any need to fear eternity in hell, being forever separated from God, for Christ died for
you—and Jesus is your life and your peace with God, now—on judgment day—and into
eternity!

REVELATION 7: COMFORT FOR THE CHRISTIAN
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Today’s first reading is case in point.  It is abundant comfort for the Christian—and for the
Christian only.

The Word Saint

Another name that we use for Christian and that is found throughout esp. St. Paul’s letters, is
the word saint.

For example, in a number of them, Paul addresses the Christians to whom he is writing as
saints:

Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our
brother, To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ
Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord, both theirs and ours (1 Corinthians 1:1-2; see also 2 Corinthains 1:1).

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and
faithful in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 1:1).

Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are
in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons (Philippians 1:1).

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the saints
and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse: Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:1-2).

These saints to whom Paul is referring are not dead, but alive.  They are members of Christ’s
body, the Church. They are Christians who hear the Word of God and believe in Christ.  Such
a one is rightly called a saint, a holy one of God.

Saints are members of Christ’s church, who claim no goodness of their own, but confess
Christ to be their salvation.  They hear His Word, confess their sins, and believe the promises
of God in Christ Jesus.  They believe that Christ’s forgiveness is their own.  They have
nothing to boast of before God—they instead look to Christ Jesus alone.

Christians are such saints of God, who have no hope in themselves, but trust in Jesus’ Name
and call upon Him alone for deliverance from their troubles.  They are sealed by God as His
own, and this is their confidence and joy.

As many as received Jesus, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those
who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God (John 1:12).

As many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore
we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from
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the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life (Romans
6:3-4).

You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized
into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor
free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are
Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise (Galatians 3:26-
29).

As heirs of God’s kingdom, purchased with Christ’s own blood, you have every reason to
look forward to Christ’s return.  You have every reason to look forward to The Lord’s Day
when Jesus comes again.

You are members of Christ’s body, the Church, not only members of this congregation, but
members of the Holy Christian Church, which we confess in the Apostles’ and Nicene
Creeds.  This means that you are a saint, not because you’re perfect, but because of Jesus,
through whom God counts you as holy.  And God’s Word stands above our own thoughts,
feelings, or opinions.

If He calls me a sinner, so I am.  If He says to me, “You are forgiven,” so I must be, for He
says it.  And if He considers me a saint, so I am, for so He considers me.

Therefore, do away with all doubt.  Cast away all uncertainty.  Because of Jesus, before God you
are holy and good!  You stand forgiven, sealed by God’s Word and promise, baptized into His
Name, Sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise (Ephesians 1:13).

Members of the Church Militant

Though you are saints because of Jesus, and holy before God because of Him, members of
Christ’s church, you are still members of the Church Militant while you live and breathe on this
earth.  You still struggle and battle against your own sin, the world, and the devil.  And God
gives you strength and preserves you in the truth faith by the very means of Word and
Sacrament, that you remain as a member of His Church Militant.

But as members of the Church Militant, saints here on earth, you also look forward to living as
saints before God in heaven, joining the ranks of those before you as members of the Church
Triumphant.

Members of the Church Triumphant

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
        15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his
temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16They shall
hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching
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heat. 17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide
them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.

The members of the Church Triumphant are those who have gone before us through the gates
of paradise.  They are the great cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 11-12) who rejoice before God’s
throne singing, Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!

They had fought the good fight!  They had finished the race!  And now they have crown of
life.

Such is also your hope—in Christ.  Whatever things we face in this life, they do not compare
to the joys which you will have in the presence of your Lord in heaven.

So St. Paul the Apostle says, For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us (Romans 8:18).

And in another place, Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is
perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which
is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,
while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For
the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. For
we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring
to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven (2 Corinthians 4:16-5:2)

Such is your hope—in the Lord!  Now you are saints of God, members of the Church
Militant.  You struggle, face tribulations, and have conflict within and without—because you
bear the name Christian and confess Christ. But you look forward to Christ’s return, and hope
in Him to save you.  And so He will!  Thus do you also look forward to heaven and eternal
bliss with the Lord, where you will be saints of God, members of the Church Triumphant.

CONCLUSION

Now, you still wrestle with sin, for you are a sinner.  But in Christ Jesus, you are also a saint,
a member of Christ’s church, His body, which we confess in the creed, “I believe in the Holy
Christian Church, the Communion of Saints.”

Through faith in Jesus, you too, are members of this church, Christ’s church, His bride, now
and forever.  Amen.


