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Thanksgiving, 2010C 

892 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

*Hymn of the Day: 785 “We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator” 

895 “Now Thank We All Our God” 

Communion Hymn (if needed): 620 “Jesus Comes Today With Healing” 

 

“Reason for Thanksgiving” 

 
11

On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 
12

And as he 

entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 
13

and lifted up their voices, 

saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 
14

When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show 

yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. 
15

Then one of them, when he 

saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 
16

and he fell on his face at 

Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 
17

Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten 

cleansed? Where are the nine? 
18

 Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this 

foreigner?” 
19

And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” (Luke 

17:11-19) 

 

REFLECTING ON GOD’S GIFTS OF BODY AND SOUL 

 

The Psalmist writes, Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures 

forever (Psalm 106:1).  These words might be familiar to you, and in general, to many 

Lutherans, for we are accustomed to saying such words before or after meals.  How true they 

are!  The Lord is good—the Lord is good to us, each day of our lives. 

 

Thus does the Psalmist in another place write, What shall I render to the LORD For all His 

benefits toward me? I will take up the cup of salvation, And call upon the name of the 

LORD (Psalm 116:12-13). 

 

According to God’s mercy do we have what we have, possess what we possess, and enjoy what 

we enjoy.  The gifts of life’s necessities like food, water, clothing, shelter, family, and the like 

God gives according to His grace, without any merit or worthiness in us.  This goes for not just 

the material and physical gifts that we so enjoy.  This goes for the gifts of life and salvation 

which God gives freely in Christ.   

 

“GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD” 

 

Every Lord’s Day, we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Give us this day our daily bread.”  And as Dr. 

Luther has explained it: 

 

 “God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even to all evil people, but we 

pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with 

thanksgiving” (Meaning to the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer).” 

 

Here we give thanks, really, for everything which has to do with our body and life, nothing 

excluded.  So Luther defines daily bread this way: 
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“Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and needs of the body, such as 

food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or 

wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, good 

weather, peace, health, self control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the 

like.” 

 

TRUE THANKSGIVING 

 

True thankfulness is born of a heart that recognizes God’s gifts and receives also in faith what 

the Lord gives, recognizing that we deserve nothing that our Lord freely bestows.  It is not 

unthankful for what it does not have, but rejoices in all that it does—and looks to God, the Giver 

of all things—to provide any lack. 

 

And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who 

are the called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28). 

 

We don’t deny all that our Lord freely gives us because we don’t deserve it, or because we think 

that it’s not good enough.  Rather do we accept them all the more readily because of WHO is 

doing the giving.  And therefore, all the more do we give thanks for such gifts that God gives to 

us undeserving sinners. 

 

Our own unworthiness and our own thanklessness and the world’s ingratitude, as real as they are, 

demonstrate all the more the gracious act of God who gives and gives, not because of who we 

are, nor on account of our thankfulness, but because of who He is, even as the Psalmist writes, 

The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, Slow to anger and great in mercy. The 

LORD is good to all, And His tender mercies are over all His works (Psalm 145:8-9). 

 

If we were to reject God’s gifts of body and soul because we are poor miserable sinners, then we 

would be rejecting God’s kindness and grace, believing Him not to forgive where He certainly 

says, ‘I forgive’.  This is unbelief.  It is true that God is holy and we are not, that God is 

righteous and we are not and that God is love and we are not.  But it is because of God’s love for 

us that He sent His One and only begotten Son Jesus to fulfill the law, to die our death, and to 

bodily rise from the dead on the third day.   

 

It is according to God’s mercy that He gives us all that we need for this life.  Jesus Himself says 

that His Father makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just 

and on the unjust (Matthew 5:45). 

 

Neither the evil nor the good deserve God’s kindness, but His kindness He gives to both—

because of who He is, and not because of who they are or because of what they will do with it.   

 

The evil and the unrepentant will do as they do—they will take for granted God’s goodness and 

all of His kindnesses.  But the truly thankful, they who acknowledge their unworthiness and also 

acknowledge God’s mercy and compassion—these will give thanks, rejoicing and confessing 

Christ’s Name. 
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There will come a time when all who are ungrateful will have to give an account for their 

ingratitude.  But until then, we, as with our Lord, bear others’ thanklessness for that which is 

freely given.  So Paul says, do not grow weary in doing good (2 Thessalonians 3:13). 

 

OF THE TEN LEPERS, ONLY ONE (THE SAMARITAN) GAVE THANKS  

 

So we see Jesus bearing with the 9 ungrateful lepers in today’s Gospel reading, but 

acknowledging the faith of the one who returned to give thanks—a Samaritan (Gentile).  Of the 

ten lepers, he was the only one to return and to give thanks.  He acknowledged who Jesus was, 

glorifying God.  The Samaritan’s faith, Jesus said, literally saved him.  

 

Leprosy was (and still is in some countries) a horrible skin disease.  And in Jesus’ day, it meant 

living in another community apart from the general population—apart from the people—with 

other lepers—apart, separate, and unclean in the eyes of the people.   

 

Lepers were isolated from others and were labeled outcasts—not be choice, but by condition. 

 

For Jesus, then, to cleanse the lepers of their leprosy meant reunion back into the community.  

Their cleansing meant life restored and the re-entrance into the community. 

 

All ten lepers had reason to give thanks—not just the one.  And yet, only one returned.  This 

didn’t mean that the other nine became lepers again.  Nor does it mean that they didn’t at least 

begin in faith.  Remember, they too went to show themselves to the priests according to Jesus’ 

word.  They too were cleansed.  But only the Samaritan returned, and with a loud voice glorified 

God, and falling down at Jesus’ feet—gave Him thanks.  Only the Samarian demonstrated what 

one who is truly thankful will do, that is, glorify God and acknowledge Jesus, worship Him and 

give Him thanks, for Jesus is God in the flesh. 

 

Being cleansed of leprosy is no small affair.  Nor is Jesus’ word at all insignificant.  It has power.  

It brings cleansing.  It gives life. 

 

 

WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO BE THANKFUL FOR? 

 

On this Thanksgiving, what do you have to be thankful for?  A house to live in?  Clothes to 

wear?  Food on the table?  Friends and family?  Yes, all of these things. Yet you have so much 

more for which to be thankful. 

 

God, through the shed blood of His Son Jesus Christ cleanses you of all your sin.  He calls you 

His dear children.  You are members of the Christian community, not by your own doing, but on 

account of and through Christ, who delights in calling you His own.   

 

You are no longer separated from God, but united with Him and He with you through Jesus 

Christ.  You are no longer outcasts and unclean before God, but heirs of eternal life, forgiven of 

all your sins, and cleansed of all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).   
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Not only does God provide you with the needs of your body, including food, clothing, family, 

employment, transportation—indeed, everything—freely and without you deserving any of it!  

But also does God provide you, really, the one thing needful, who means eternal life and blessed 

peace with God now and forever—Jesus Christ.   

 

Apart from Him, you would still be in your sin, isolated from God, under His wrath, and having 

His eternal judgment upon you.  But now, thanks be to God, God has sent His Son, who says, “I 

forgive you,” and so it must be, otherwise Jesus is a liar, as is His Father.  But such is not the 

case.   

 

The truth enfleshed reconciles you to His heavenly Father.  For if when we were enemies we 

were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, 

we shall be saved by His life. And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation (Romans 5:10-

11). 

 

This is sufficient reason alone to give thanks, not only today or tomorrow, but everyday of our 

lives!  Everything else, as needful as it might be, doesn’t compare to sins forgiven and salvation, 

which are yours in Christ Jesus.   

 

Therefore, do not be ungrateful, but rejoice, and give thanks to God, now and always! Amen.
1
 

 

 

                                                 
1
 Eugene Klug, Sermons of Martin Luther: The House Postils, “Fourteenth Sunday After Trinity” (1533), (Grand 

Rapids: MI), 429: So there are three lessons of us in today’s Gospel: The first, on faith; the second, on the beautiful 

virtue of gratitude; and the third, on the virtue of patiently putting up with ingratitude.  From the example of the 

lepers, we should learn to wait patiently, never allowing our faith to waver, so that God can answer us.  From the 

Samaritan, we should learn to follow his example of being grateful to God and to our fellowmen.  From Christ, 

however, we should learn that, when we do a good deed and it is misconstrued, so that we receive no thanks and our 

effort is wasted, we must not let that embitter us or, above all, cause us to take our own frustration out on other 

people…Among worldling it is a common sin to become bitter and discouraged by ingratitude, and for that reason, 

refusing to help others thus making others suffer because of one person’s ingratitude.  You are Christian, so don’t 

act that way.  Expect nine people out of ten to criticize you for every one who is grateful.  Despite his great 

benefaction, not even Christ found people to be grateful.  Should we expect to fare any better than he?  Just ignore 

the nine, and you will be harmed as little as Christ was; but they will have to suffer the penalty that there is neither 

joy nor salvation for the ungrateful. 

  To sum it all up: We will be good Christians, first of all, when we have a firm faith and trust in God’s goodness; 

second, when we are grateful to God and our fellowmen; and third, when we patiently tolerate ingratitude as we 

keep on doing to all people.  In any case, nine people will be ungrateful for every one who is grateful and thanks you 

for a good deed.  And it may well be that the one who thanks you and is grateful is the one of whom you least 

expected it, just like this Samaritan.  May our living Lord God grant his grace that we remember this and keep 

growing in our sanctification.  Amen. 


