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26
th
 Sunday of the Church Year/Last Sunday of the Church Year, 2010C 

621 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 

*534 “Lord Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor” 

454 “Sing, My Tongue, The Glorious Battle” 

Comm: 435 “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” 

511 “Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment” 
 

“The Death of Jesus Christ & The Coming Judgment” 

 
27

There followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women who were mourning and 

lamenting for him. 
28

But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for 

me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 
29

For behold, the days are coming when they 

will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never 

nursed!’ 
30

Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 
31

For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

      
32

Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 
33

And when 

they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one 

on his right and one on his left. 
34

And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what 

they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments.  
35

And the people stood by, watching, but the 

rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, 

his Chosen One!” 
36

The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 
37

and 

saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 
38

There was also an inscription over 

him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

      
39

One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save 

yourself and us!” 
40

But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under 

the same sentence of condemnation? 
41

And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward 

of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 
42

And he said, “Jesus, remember me when 

you come into your kingdom.” 
43

And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with 

me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:27-43) 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Today’s Gospel reading from Luke for this Last Sunday of the Church seems to be out of place.  

For readings on Christmas, we would expect readings having to do with Christ’s birth.  For 

Epiphany, which means ‘manifestation’, we would expect to hear about the Magi from the east 

visiting our Lord and bringing the three gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  During Lent, we 

would expect the readings to speak of Christ and His sufferings, always pointing to the cross, 

and the teachings of our Lord to His disciples, and to us, concerning these very things, and how 

we are to live as God’s people, living under Christ’s cross, and also bearing our own.  In Easter 

and its season, we expect to hear of Christ’s resurrection and what follows.  For Christ’s 

Ascension into heaven, we would expect the readings to be about the same, and the sermon, too.  

The same for the readings on the Day of Pentecost, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

 

As we follow the calendar of the Church Year, we have certain expectations, from the readings 

read on Sunday morning and the hymns that are sung, to the colors of the paraments that cover 

the altar and lectern and pulpit.  Today, for example, it’s green.  Next week, it will be blue as we 

enter the season of the church year called Advent.   
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All of this is to say that as we are a church that follows the church year which observes the life of 

our Lord Jesus, from birth (Christmas) to death (Good Friday) and resurrection (Easter), we 

anticipate colors, hymns, sermons, and readings, assuming they will ‘fit’ with time of the church 

which we find ourselves in. 

 

It is peculiar that today’s Gospel reading from St. Luke seems so far removed from ‘The Last 

Day of the Church Year’.  Where we would expect to hear of God’s Coming Judgment, of signs 

in heaven and growing tribulation on earth, and of Christ’s return in the clouds (Acts 1:9-11), 

instead we hear of Christ on Calvary’s cross, of women weeping after Him, of people mocking 

Him as He’s dying on the cross,  and one of the two criminals crucified with Him saying, Jesus, 

remember me when you come into your kingdom (Luke 23:42). 

 

An account such as Jesus’ death and the events just before it do not seem to ‘fit in’ to this time of 

the church year.  It seems like it would be better suited for Lent and Good Friday than today.  

However, taking a closer look at the text, we find that it is indeed fitting.  And it is ‘fitting’ in 

this way:  First, with regard to Jesus’ words to the women who were mourning and lamenting 

after Him as He is on His way to the cross and death.  Second, concerning the proper way to be 

prepared for our Lord’s return.  And third, with reference to Jesus’ words to the criminal on the 

cross, to whom He said, Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise (Luke 

23:43). 

 

FIRST: JESUS’ WORDS TO THE WOMEN 

 
Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 

29
For 

behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore 

and the breasts that never nursed!’ 
30
Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to 

the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 
31
For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is 

dry? 

 

On the way to the cross in today’s Gospel text, women follow after Jesus, mourning and 

lamenting because of what is happening.  But to them He says, Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 

weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children (Luke 23:28).  Then He proceeds 

to tell them what is to come, 
29
For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed 

are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 
30
Then 

they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’  
31
For if 

they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry? (Luke 23:29-

31). 

 

Here our Lord is not talking specifically about the Day when He will return.  Rather is He talking 

about the coming destruction of Jerusalem, of which Jesus spoke of earlier when He wept over it 

and said, If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for 

your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.  For days will come upon you when 

your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on 

every side, and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not 

leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation 
(Luke 19:42-44). 
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The destruction of Jerusalem (70 A.D.) which was to come because the people did not know the 

time of their visitation, because they did not know that it was the Christ who came to them, and 

received Him not (John 1:11), is a foreshadowing of the destruction of the world.   

 

And the words of Jesus, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves, are words also for us.  

We ought to weep over our sins against the Holy God, repent of our waywardness, turn from our 

selfishness and believe in Christ for our salvation, Christ who has delivered us—who has 

delivered you—from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 

beloved Son, 
14
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins (Colossians 1:13-14). 

 

Luther writes on these words of Jesus as follows… 

 

“Such admonition we should accept as addressed to us.  For we must all confess that we, on 

account of sin, are like an unfruitful, dry tree, in which there is nothing good, nor can any good 

come out therefrom.  What will it, then, behoove us to do?  Nothing but to weep and to cry to 

God forgiveness, and to resist the evil, sinful nature earnestly, and not to give it free reign.  For 

there the sentence stands: Since the fruitful tree is thus treated and God permits such severe 

sufferings to come upon His dear Son, we should certainly not feel secure, but acknowledge our 

sin, fear the wrath of God, and pray for forgiveness.
1
” 

 

Often, when it comes to Christ’s death on the cross, many will pity the Lord and His suffering 

and go no further.  They will only see a man in pain and dying a slow death.  But if that’s all you 

see on the cross, Jesus is still not your Savior.  To pity and to be sorry for Jesus on the cross is 

not yet to recognize the why of His suffering and dying in the first place.  He chose willingly to 

go to death on Calvary for you, to pay the penalty of your sins, to suffer in your stead, and to die 

your death.   

 

Rather than weep and lament for Christ, we ought to weep and lament over our sin, and that 

which we still do contrary to God’s will because of the weakness of our sinful flesh.  We are to 

amend our sinful ways and live to God, continue fighting the good fight of faith, and cling to 

Christ for help and salvation.  We are to not only acknowledge, but believe that Christ has won 

the victory, that Jesus is our salvation, the penalty of our sins being no more, for Christ is raised 

from the dead, to die no more.  

 

SECOND, THE CROSS 

 
33
And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, 

one on his right and one on his left. 

 

Second, the cross.  St. Paul writes in his first letter to the Corinthians, We preach Christ 

crucified (1 Corinthians 1:23).  A little later, he says, I determined not to know anything 

among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified (1 Corinthians 2:2).   

 

                                                 
1
 Paul Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the Bible, New Testament, Vol 1, (St. Louis: CPH), 393. 
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It is through Christ and Him crucified by which your sin is no more held against you, Jesus 

having put to death that which is rightfully yours on account of your sin, that is, death and hell.  

Because of Christ, you no longer bear the curse of the Law.  Christ did that for you.   

 

The curse of the law is that curse which says that unless you keep the law’s demands entirely and 

perfectly, you will be judged a sinner and be deserving of nothing but God’s wrath and 

punishment.   

 

So Paul says again, For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is 

written, Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the 

book of the law, to do them (Galatians 3:10). 

 

On account of God’s law, you all fall short, for All have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God (Romans 3:23).  None is righteous, nor perfect, nor holy (Psalm 14:1-3; 53:1-3; 143:2; 

Ecclesiastes 7:20; Romans 3:10).    

 

This none includes you.  You have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  You are not 

righteous.  You are not perfect.  You are not holy. 

 

Therefore did Jesus go to the cross, that you not die in your sin, but that you live, no longer 

bearing the curse of the Law because of Adam’s sin and your own.  On the cross, Christ took that 

curse upon Himself, and there, He did away with it.   

 

Jesus died as a criminal—as a sinner—yet He had no sin (2 Corinthians 5:21).  Indeed, Jesus 

Was numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And made 

intercession for the transgressors (Isaiah 53:12) 
 

As by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man's obedience 

many will be made righteous. Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But 

where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, so that as sin reigned in death, even so 

grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord 
(Romans 5:19-21). 

 

Christ crucified means that your sins are no more held against you, nor can they remain to be.  

They cannot condemn you before the Holy God because they were already put to death when 

Christ died.  Therefore, when Christ does return, and He will, in His own time and at a time 

which we won’t expect, your sins and mine will not be held against us, because Jesus put them to 

death on the cross.   

 

Christ’s cross is the means through which you are ready for Christ’s return.  Because Christ died 

for you, you know that when Jesus comes again, you will not suffer God’s just and eternal 

judgment against sinners, for By the blood of His cross you have peace with God (Colossians 

1:20; Romans 5:1).   
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THIRD: JESUS’ WORD TO THE CRIMINAL 

 

      39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? 

Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you 

are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the 

due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, 

remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, 

today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

 

Lastly, in today’s Gospel text, is conversation between the two criminals and Jesus while on the 

cross.  The one mocks and blasphemes our Lord.  The other defends Him, and says to Him, Jesus, 

remember me when you come into your kingdom.  Then, Jesus says to him, Truly, I say to you, 

today you will be with me in Paradise (Luke 23:42-43). 

 

When that criminal said to Jesus, Remember me, he wasn’t asking Jesus to simply not forget him.  

He was placing himself into the mercy of the Lord Jesus, whom he had come to recognize as one 

who did not deserve to be lifted up on a tree, but who did deserve the honor due to God’s very Son.  

The man was confessing His faith in the Lord Jesus, and his desire to be with Him.  And to him, 

Jesus promised eternal life.   

 

As you, too, call upon the Lord to remember you, placing yourselves into the Lord’s hands, trusting 

in Him for deliverance from this body of death, so too does He promise you paradise.  When He 

comes again, this is where all who believe in His Name will be.  This is the certain hope that all 

Christians possess, because God is faithful in all that He declares through His Son. 

 

This is a present hope, but a future reality—because it is God who declares it.  It is not a question of 

“if” you have eternal life.  There is no uncertainty here with God’s promise—ever!  The question is 

when.  And that question is answered even for you, as it was for that thief on the cross, TODAY.  So 

Paul Kretzmann, in his Popular Commentary of the Bible, writes, “For all sinners in the whole world 

the Lord has opened the doors of paradise by His life, suffering, and death, and whosever believeth 

on Him has complete salvation as soon as he dies.  That is the glorious fruit of the Passion of Christ: 

forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.”2 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Though at first, a Lenten text having to do with Christ’s crucifixion does not seem to ‘fit’ very well 

for a reading on the Last Sunday of the Church Year, still, there is plenty there for us to consider with 

reference to the Lord’s Second Coming.  And not only to consider, but take to heart.  Without 

Christ’s suffering and death and cross, your sins would still plague you and have power over you.   

 

But “with His precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death”, Jesus “purchased and won 

you from all sins, death, and the power of the devil” (Explanation to 2nd Article).  Rather than weep 

and sorrow for what is to come, now is the time to repent, to be sorry for your sin and to believe the 

Gospel.  And the words of our Lord to the criminal on the cross who repented are your comfort, for it 

is not based on how good you are by which you are saved, but on the basis of God’s undeserved 

mercy.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

                                                 
2
 Ibid., 395. 


