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Advent 1, 2010A 

336 “Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending” 

* 332 “Savior of the Nations Come” DDDD (8 verses. parts) 

348 “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” 

 
Ready for the Lord’s Return 

 
36[Jesus said:] “Concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the 

Son, but the Father only. 37As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For 

as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 

until the day when Noah entered the ark, 39and they were unaware until the flood came and swept 

them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two men will be in the field; one will 

be taken and one left. 41Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. 
42Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But know this, that 

if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have 

stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, 

for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. (Matthew 24:36-44) 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

“The book had all the makings of a bestseller.  Adventure, drama, action, mystery, even a touch of 

horror; it was all there.  Paul finished reading the final few pages, put the book down, and reflected 

on the author’s dramatized account of the events recorded in the last book of the Bible, the book of 

Revelation.  The Author had a gift for bringing the biblical ideas to life. 

 

Kelly, a  friend from the church, had recommended the book to Paul.  She had told him the books 

was not only an excellent read—it had changed her life.  With a new understanding of the way in 

which the end-times would unravel, Kelly again felt excited to be a Christian.  She had explained to 

him how the book had enabled her to figure out the mysterious symbolism of Revelation.  With this 

understanding, she was now able to see that the end-times scenario was unfolding right before her 

eyes!”1 

 

So begins a chapter entitled, “The Millenniums Debate” from the book, Across the Spectrum: 

Understanding Issues in Evangelical Theology. The name of that book which was read by Paul and 

recommended by Kelly was not mentioned in the book.  But maybe it need not be.  Many books and 

movies have been and are still being published and produced which have to do with the end-times, 

for such books and moves not only sell money—they peak our curiosity and interest levels, too.  

They “claim to give understanding of how the end-times will unravel.”  They “dramatize the events 

of Revelation.”  They might even move some to believe they are more “excited about being a 

Christian.”  But such books are to be tested against the entirety of the Scriptures—not just one book 

or one section—rather all. 

 

Eschatology is “the study of the end-times.”2  It is just this, eschatology, which we find so 

interesting.  What’s going to happen?  When is it going to happen?  How is it going to happen?   

 

                                                 
1 Gregory Boyd and Paul R. Eddy, Across the Spectrum: Understanding Issues in Evangelical Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker 

Academic, 2009), 261. 
2 Ibid., 262. 
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And with eschatology, as with the other teachings and doctrines within Christendom, contrasting 

beliefs and confessions exist and show themselves. 

 

Today’s text from St. Matthew gives us opportunity to talk about such things.  Today is the First 

Sunday in Advent.  And in the Gospel, Jesus speaks about His Second Coming (Advent). 

 

As to the when of Christ’s Advent, Jesus doesn’t give us the time or day when He will return.  But 

this hasn’t stopped some from trying. 

 

When you hear about the end-times, not all define what will be in the same way.  You may have 

heard the term millennialism (premillennialism or postmillennialism or amillennialism) before.  

Millennialism generally refers to a literal 1000 year reign of Christ, presumably taken from 

Revelation (ch20).  The pre or post before millennialism refers to the belief that Christ will come 

pre/before the 1000 years or post/after the 1000 years.   

 

Much of what we might read in books or see in the movies about the end-times is according to a 

millennialistic understanding, like the Left Behind series, which has sold a great number of copies.  It 

is believed that in the last days, literally, some will be taken to heaven, while others will remain here 

on earth.  Those remaining will get a “second chance” to believe before the final judgment. 

 

Such belief, however, of Christ coming again, either secretly or otherwise before the last day, is 

contrary to the Bible.  It is not founded upon Holy Scripture, though many will indeed quote from it.  

This is why we are not to be too selective in our reading of the Bible—to the exclusion of other 

sections and the whole. 

 

Thus it is that, departing from Scripture, there have been those trying to determine the date when 

Christ will come back. 

 

EXAMPLES OF “PREDICTIONS” OF THE LORD’S ADVENT (COMING): 

 

1843/1844: Mr. Miller (Adventist movement) 

Mr. Miller, from whom the Adventist movement originated, calculated the date of 1843 or 1844, 

when the “cleansing of the entire earth” would take place.3 

 

When Miller’s prediction failed, much confusion followed among his followers, and one of his 

associates, Jonathan Cummings by name, began to teach that Miller had been mistaken, and fixed a 

new date of Christ’s advent at 1854.  But Cummings was wrong, too. 

 

1847: Charles Russell (Jehovah’s Witnesses) 

Charles T. Russell, influenced by the Adventists, calculated the date of 1847 as the date which Christ 

invisibly returned.4 

 

2000—The New Millenniums & Y2K 

 

THE “WHEN” OF CHRIST’S RETURN CAN’T BE DETERMINED; IT’S SPECULATION ONLY AND CANNOT 

BE FOUND OUT 

                                                 
3 J.L. Neve, Churches and Sects of Christendom, (Blaire, Nebraska: Lutheran Publishing House, 1944), 461. 
4 F.E. Mayer, Religious Bodies of America, (St. Louis: CPH, 1961), 474. 
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The belief that Christ’s return can be “fixed with actual definiteness” is foolishness and contrary to 

God’s Word.  Not only in today’s Gospel reading does Christ clearly say no one on earth can know 

the exact date.  In other places, too, does the Lord indicate this truth (i.e. Christ’s Ascension; Mark 

1:15; 13:33ff; John 7:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:2; James 4:13-16; 2 Peter 3:10) 

 

Christ’s Ascension, Acts 1 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:2  

For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 

 

Matthew 24: 37-39 
37As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days 

before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 

when Noah entered the ark, 39and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all 

away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

 

BOUND TO GOD’S WORD  

 

Our Lord has bound us to His Word and to nowhere else.  And in this Word, He reveals Jesus—the 

Word become flesh (John 1:14)—to be our Savior.  God doesn’t answer all of our questions or 

satisfy our curiosity, but what He does give us is sufficient for our salvation. 

 

This is why you are to let the Words of the Lord stand on their own, not adding to them or 

subtracting from them.  Doing either is to make yourself the master of the Biblical text and the 

Biblical text your servant (see Proverbs 30:5-6; Revelation 22:18-19). 

 

This is nothing but usurping God and His Word with your own arrogance and pride.  It is 

presumptuous of sinners to think that they know better than God Himself, or to think that they can 

figure out what God has certainly denied to us, like the day of Christ’s coming. 

 

They that love God demonstrate as such by believing and following His Word, as Jesus Himself says, 

He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me.  He also says, If anyone 

loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and 

make Our home with him (John 14:21, 23).  In another place, He says, If you abide in My word, 

you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free 
(John 8:31-32). 

 

Anyone who claims to love God, and truly does, will love His Son, will love His Word, and will love 

God’s precious gifts of life and salvation which the Lord gives through  Word preached and 

sacraments administered he will.  Anyone who loves God and His Word will abide by His Word 

alone, submit to it, and be satisfied with what the Lord has given, leaving all human speculation and 

inquisitiveness aside.   

 

In contrast, those who belie e their own ay and go according to their own thoughts and opinions and 

not according to the Word demonstrate that they don’t truly love God, for they go against what God 

says, don’t truly love His Word, and are not satisfied simply with God’s promises, nor His Son. 
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But how many follow instead their own opinions and thoughts about how they believe God should be 

and how God’s Word is to be understood, and not actually how He is! 

 

TODAY’S GOSPEL—BE READY—TODAY! 

 

In the Gospel text before us, Jesus speaks of Two men who will be in the field: one will be taken 

and the other left.  Then He speaks of Two women who will be grinding at the mill: one will be 

taken and the other left (Matthew 24:40, 41). 

 

These illustrations, as it were, are taken by some to defend a teaching called ‘the rapture,’ in which, 

whether before or after Christ return, so it is believed, some people will be taken to heaven, while 

others will remain on earth for a time and be given a second chance, another opportunity to believe in 

the One whom hey have not. 

 

Jerry Jenkins and Tim LaHaye support such a belief in what is called the ‘rapture’ in the widely read 

Left-Behind series.  But far from speaking of a second chance given to unbelievers, when Christ 

returns in all His glory, no second chance will be given.  The time to believe is now, not tomorrow.  

And the time be ready is the present, not only in the future. 

 

St. Paul writes, We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the 

grace of God in vain.   For He says: "In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of 

salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 

salvation (2 Corinthians 6:1-2).   

 

We ought not be like the five foolish virgins who did not have enough oil when the bridegroom 

arrived (Matthew 25:2).  Nor ought we to be as those who squander what they’ve been given because 

of false notion that things will always remain as they are.  A day of reckoning is soon approaching, 

and woe to those who aren’t prepared for it, who procrastinate in their belief that they have time to 

spare, that God’s Word can wait, and that when the day does arrive, they’ll prepare what needs to be 

done. 

 

So our Lord says, 43But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the 

night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 

broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you 

do not expect. 

How easy it would be if the Lord did give us the time and the date of His arrival.  Like the 

approaching day of Christmas, we could buy gifts for Him, put on our best behavior, set everything 

in order.  If we knew the when of Christ’s return, we could really put on our Sunday best, reconcile 

with our enemies and those who trouble us and by whom we are troubled.  We could forgive others 

their debts and sins against us, give up our grudges and discontentments before He comes, because 

we would know that the Lord is coming soon.  We could do good to others, without any hope for 

thanks or appreciation in return, and be content with the promises of our Lord.  We could do what is 

right and not worry about what the result might or might not be, because we would know that the 

result of Christ’s death, our sins taken care of, means eternal life, which we would enjoy first hand at 

the return of the Lord.  We would know that the troubles in this life are almost done and nothing but 

joy and bliss and heaven await us.   

 

If we only knew…If we only knew, we could be really ready, at just the right time before He comes, 

believing the Lord’s Word and following His Word, trusting in His promises, and taking seriously 
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His Word before it is too late.  If we only knew…The thing is, we do know - not the exact time, but 

how the Lord would have us be even now.   

 

We have Jesus’ Word, that we be ready now, today.  He is coming, at an hour and in a day we do not 

expect.  Therefore is God the kind of God that speaks to you in your ears that you hear and trust His 

Word to you as He speaks it.  He speaks to you of your distractions from hearing His Word and 

following what He says that you turn from these things and look to Jesus for mercy and help and 

hope.  He reveals to you your sin that you see clearly your Savior, Him who is coming again, that 

you be ready and waiting when He does return. 

 

Threfore, arise from your sleep and your slumber, your laziness and your misguided assumptions.  

Lift up your heads.  Your redemption is drawing nigh (Psalm 24:7, 9; Luke 21:28).  Believe now 

what your Lord says.  Take His Word preached to you and spoken to you as from God Himself.  

Don’t doubt, but take it to heart.  Take Him at His Word—at this moment—and everyday of your 

life. 

 

Do not doubt the Lord’s kindness to you in Jesus Christ, who on the cross shed His blood in sacrifice 

for you that you be found clean before the Father.  Hold as your own the forgiveness of your sins 

given to you in the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper, for there, Christ gives His true body and His 

true blood for you to eat and to drink for your salvation.   

 

Believe that God is the one who absolves your sins as the pastor declares to you these very things as 

a called and ordained servant of the Word, even as we believe concerning confession, that: 

 

“Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive absolution, 

that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it 

our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.” 

 

On the cross is where Jesus finished all that was needed for your salvation, and in Him, you are ready 

for His return.  Being baptized into the Name of the Triune God and believing His grace to you by 

such means as water and word, you are His, and washed clean of all your sin.   

 

Therefore, having been baptized, then, no longer live for yourselves, but to God—and for others, 

thinking not first for yourselves, but the needs of your neighbor.  Love God and love your neighbor, 

attend to what the Lord says and serve those in need around you.  Don’t wait for a better time.  Do it 

now.  Don’t wait for a later time to do what is to be done today, but do it today, while it’s still today 

and before the night comes (John 9:5). 

 

Being ready for the Lord’s return does not mean doing all the right things, but believing rightly, 

believing rightly in Him who alone saves you from your distractions and procrastinations, from the 

world’s pull, and from your fleshly wants and desires.  Being ready has to do with believing He who 

did all the right things for you that you live, and that none of your wrong things can separate you 

from God (Romans 8).  And thus being reading and prepared, so you will be busy and active in love, 

waiting expectantly for the Lord’s return. 

 

Being ready doesn’t mean neglecting what God would have us do, but doing it all the more 

zealously, as St. Peter says, The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the 

heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both 

the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.   Therefore, since all these things will 
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be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking 

for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, 

being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?   Nevertheless we, according to His 

promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.   Therefore, 

beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot 

and blameless; and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation (2 Peter 3:10-15). 

  

Being ready, being prepared, being watchful for the Lord’s return means being in the state of 

readiness, like the soldier on the battlefield or the sprinter ready to run or the family waiting for the 

guests to arrive at any time.  Being vigilant for the Lord’s return means being serious about the Word 

of our Lord, clinging to Christ and Him alone for salvation, and believing God’s promises and the 

gifts God gives to you in Word and Sacrament.  Being ready, being in the state of readiness, has to do 

with resting and taking comfort in Him who is coming again, not to judge you, but who comes for 

your salvation, and looking to such coming day. 

 

We conclude with these significant words from a solid Christian theologian who had his eyes rightly 

fixed on where they ought to be: 

 

We should learn to bring our eyes, our hearts, and souls to bear upon yonder life in heaven and in a 

lively hope await it with joy.  For if we would be Christians, the ultimate objects of our quest should 

not be marrying, giving in marriage, buying, selling, planting, building—activities that Christ says 

(Matt. 24:37ff; Luke 17:26ff.) the wicked will be engaged in especially before the Last Day.  To be 

sure, we, too, must use these things in order to satisfy the needs of the body.  But our ultimate quest 

should be something better and higher: the blessed inheritance in heaven tat does not pass away.5 

 

Therefore, look to such a coming day of our Lord, not with fear, but with joy, knowing that Jesus 

comes to take you to Himself—to be with Him forever.  Such is the Christian hope.  Such hope is 

yours. Amen. 

                                                 
5 Ewald Plass, What Luther Says, (St. Louis: CPH, 1959), 619. 


