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Children’s Christmas Sermon, 2010A 

Hymns—See bulletin 

 

“The Love of God Made Manifest” 

(1 John 4:9-10) 

 
9
 evn tou,tw| evfanerw,qh h` avga,ph tou/ qeou/ evn 

h`mi/n( o[ti to.n uìo.n auvtou/ to.n monogenh/ 
avpe,stalken o` qeo.j eivj to.n ko,smon i[na 
zh,swmen diV auvtou/Å 10  evn tou,tw| evsti.n h` 
avga,ph( ouvc o[ti h̀mei/j hvgaph,kamen to.n qeo,n 
avllV o[ti auvto.j hvga,phsen h̀ma/j kai. 
avpe,steilen to.n uìo.n auvtou/ ìlasmo.n peri. 
tw/n àmartiw/n h̀mw/nÅ 

 

9
 In this the love of God was manifested 

toward us, that God has sent His only 

begotten Son into the world, that we might 

live through Him. 
10
 In this is love, not that 

we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 

His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

God’s Love at Christmas 

1. God loved me by making a promise 

2. God loved me by sending Jesus 

3. God loved me by dying and rising for me 

 

What does this mean? 

 

Both the Old and the New Testaments testify of our Savior-Jesus Christ.  The Old Testament 

speaks of Him who is to come.  The New Testament speaks of Him who has come and who is 

coming again. 

 

From beginning to end, God’s promise of hope and deliverance culminate with Jesus Christ on 

the cross, where He put death to death, delivered you from your sins, and now gives you eternal 

life. 

 

But this man Jesus, though truly flesh and blood as the Lord’s Word makes known, is also God, 

God in flesh and blood.  This is what we call the Incarnation.  God took on human flesh.  And He 

did this in order to save you.   

 

By means of Adam’s sin in the Garden, heard already earlier this morning, Adam brought sin 

and death into the world.  So St. Paul, in his letter to the Romans, writes thus, 

 

As through one man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even 

so through one Man's righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of 

life. For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man's 

obedience many will be made righteous (Romans 5:18-19). 

 

Before Adam and Eve sinned, there was no sin.  But since the fall, there is, and death, too.  And 

you too feel and know its effects.  These we see all around us: sickness, troubles, trials, and even 

physical death. These are all results of Adam’s sin.  But these pale in comparison to the eternal 

death and condemnation brought upon the world by Adam’s disobedience.   
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Adam’s sin and your own separate you from God.  Unless God had intervened, all would be for 

naught.  But God sent Jesus to be your substitute.  Because of your sin, even now, you are 

incapable of keeping God’s commandments perfectly.   

 

But Jesus, God in the flesh, has kept the law for you.  What you are not able to do by nature, 

Jesus Christ did in your place.  And not only did Jesus fulfill what you could not because of the 

weakness of your sinful flesh.  Jesus bore the punishment that was rightfully yours when He died 

on the cross.   

 

He who who knew no sin was made to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness 

of God in Him (1 Corinthians 5:21).  Such is God’s love for you.  He sent His Son to live the 

life that you could not live and to die the death that all of us should die.  But now, thanks be to 

God, eternal death is not your end.   

 

The commandments of God have already been fulfilled, for Jesus has fulfilled them.  Eternal 

death is no more the destination for all who have Christ as their Savior, for Christ has conquered 

death.  God promises eternal life to all who trust in His Son, to all who trust in His grace and 

mercy according to His Word.  Therefore, trust His promises and doubt not His Word! 

 

The Gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ, that eternal life is pure gift, given on account of 

God’s grace in Jesus Christ.  All who reject Him will bear their own load of sin and the debt it 

accumulates.  But all who place their sins on Jesus have that burden removed, for God forgives 

repentant sinners and absolves them of their sin. 

 

Today’s text says that God’s love was made manifest toward us. The truth is, John, the man 

who wrote this letter, did write the letter for a certain people, in a certain place, and at a certain 

time, but this does not take away the words given also unto us, for to us also did God send His 

Son.  And His Name is Jesus.  To the Virgin Mary, the Angel Gabriel did announce the birth of 

the coming One into this world through her womb.  And this is how you know that God loves us, 

because He sent His Son into the world. 

 

Some would say differently, that we know of God’s love for us by the possessions we possess, 

by our prosperity, by the kind of job we have (or that we have a job), or by how things are going 

in life.  But sooner or later, all these will disappoint.  Life does not consistent in the abundance of 

possessions or things.  What you have or lack or experience does not determine God’s favor.  

Jesus does! 

 

Therefore, if you have God’s favor because of Jesus, nothing can diminish His grace toward you.  

None of your sin remains unforgiven in Christ.  But this does not mean you have approval to 

keep sinning, doing wrong, and believing wrongly, that grace may abound (Romans 6:1).  This 

means that you all the more fight against temptations to sin and seek draw ever close to God by 

hearing His Word and partaking of Christ's body and blood in the Lord’s Supper.   

 

God defines who you are according to His Word.  Your identity is found in your Baptism, where 

through water and Word, God made you His own.  Your identity is found in Christ, so that you 

say, Whether we live or die, we are the Lord's (Romans 14:8).   
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This day, our Lord would have your eyes turned to Christ and His birth, to God coming in the 

flesh, who did not first appear to kings and nobles, but whose birth the angel announced to lowly 

shepherds, that Born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord 

(Luke 2:11).   

 

The church cannot remain silent about such news, proclaiming even and especially the Christ, 

God in the flesh, that He was born for you, that He was born, died, and rose again to save you 

from your sin. 

 

In this God makes His love known.  God does not keep His grace hidden from you or from the 

world.  But sadly, all will not hear and all will not believe.  This is not God’s doing.  It is the 

doing of stubborn man who refuses help or aid from the loving God who demonstrates His love 

for us in this, that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8).  But to you 

and to the world does God’s love go forth, that you believe and so live, By faith and not by 

sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). 

 

It is not you who first loved God.  It is God who first loved you.  And because He does love you, 

He sent His only Begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

everlasting life (John 3:16).  And because He loves you still, He continues to proclaim His Word 

to you, and His forgiveness for you—in Jesus. 

 

You do not merit God’s favor, His grace, or His love because of what you do.  Rather, this is 

how you know that God loves you, and loves you still—because He sent His Son Jesus into the 

world to be your Savior, “conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, who was crucified, died, and was buried, and on the third day, rose again from the 

dead.”  Amen. 

 

The peace that passes all human understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

Bible Passages 

 

John 3:14-19 

14 "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, 15 "that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 16 "For God so 

loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have everlasting life. 17 "For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 18 "He who believes in Him is not 

condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in 

the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 "And this is the condemnation, that the light has 

come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

 

Romans 5:6-11 

6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely 

for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 
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But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 

through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of 

His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 And not only 

that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 

received the reconciliation. 

 

1 John 2:1-2 

1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we 

have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 And He Himself is the 

propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world. 

 

 

Luther 

 

If we were pure of all sin, and if we burned with a perfect love toward God and our neighbor, 

then we would certainly be righteous and holy through love, and there would be nothing more 

that God could require of us.  That does not happen in this present life but must be postponed 

until the life to come. We do indeed receive the gift and the first fruits of the Spirit here (Rom. 

8:23), so that we do begin to love; but this is very feeble. If we loved God truly and perfectly, as 

the Law requires when it says (Deut. 6:5): “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

etc.,” then poverty would be as pleasant for us as riches, sorrow the same as pleasure, death the 

same as life. Indeed, one who loved God truly and perfectly would not be able to live very long 

but would soon be devoured by his love. But human nature now is so submerged in sin that it 

cannot think or feel anything correct about God. It does not love God; it hates Him violently. 

Therefore, as John says (1 John 4:10), “not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent His 

Son to be the expiation for our sins.” And above (2:20): “Christ loved me and gave Himself for 

me”; and in the fourth chapter (vv. 4–5): “God sent forth His Son, born under the Law, to redeem 

those, etc.” When we have been redeemed and justified through this Son, we begin to love, as 

Paul says in Rom. 8:3–4, “What the Law could not do, in order that the just requirement of the 

Law might be fulfilled in us,” that is, that it might begin to be fulfilled.
1
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