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Epiphany 2, 2011A 

511 “Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment” 

*402 “The Only Son From Heaven” 

948 “All Glory Be To God Alone” 

Comm: 531 “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus” 

 

“Jesus—The Lamb of God” 

 
29
The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world! 
30
This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 

before me, because he was before me.’ 
31
I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came 

baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 
32
And John bore witness: “I saw the 

Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 
33
I myself did not know him, but 

he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and 

remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 
34
And I have seen and have borne witness 

that this is the Son of God.” 

      
35
The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 

36
and he looked at Jesus as 

he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 
37
The two disciples heard him say this, and 

they followed Jesus. 
38
Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you 

seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 
39
He 

said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they 

stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 
40
One of the two who heard John speak 

and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41
He first found his own brother Simon 

and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 
42
He brought him to Jesus.  

John 1:29–42a 

 

AGNUS DEI IN HYMNS & LITURGY (PLACEMENT IN) 

 

 Hymns 

 

Search for the word “Lamb” in the hymns found in Lutheran Service Book and you find quite a 

few, about 70.  70 hymns in our hymnal use the word “Lamb” in one or more verses, and more 

often than not, lamb refers, not to a child of God, but to Jesus.   

 

Take for instance the hymn entitled, “The Lamb,” often sung during the season of Lent (and in 

the section entitled, “Redeemer,” LSB 547).  The first verse alone is pregnant with meaning, and 

quite related to today’s Gospel: 

 

 The Lamb, the Lamb, O Father, where’s the sacrifice? 

 Faith sees, believes God will provide the Lamb of price! 

 

In the book of Genesis, Moses records the account of Abraham, whom God commanded to 

sacrifice his son, his only son, Isaac.  Abraham, in obedience to the Lord’s Word, sets out to do 

just this.  But just as Abraham is about to sacrifice his only son, whom he loves, the Lord stops 

him, and provides a substitute sacrifice, and Abraham called the name of the place, “The Lord 

will provide” (Genesis 22).  “God will provide the Lamb of price!” 
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The hymn, “The Lamb” is just one example of many of that word lamb referring to none other 

than Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, as we find in today’s Gospel. 

 

Do another search, and now on the phrase, “Lamb of God,” and you find about 25.  Significantly, 

however, all of the references to “Lamb of God” in these hymns are of Christ. 

 

The hymn, “When All the World Was Cursed,” an Advent hymn, is such a hymn (LSB 346).  

The third verse of this meaningful hymn reads: 

 

 Behold the Lamb of God That bears the world’s transgression, 

 Whose sacrifice removes The devil’s dread oppression. 

 Behold the Lamb of God, Who takes away our sin, 

 Who for our peace and joy Will full atonement win. 

 

 Liturgy 

 

In a number of our hymns, we sing in confession of Christ, specifically as the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world.  Of this we need not be ashamed or hesitant, for Christ, by 

means of His death, has indeed done so.  But there is another place in the hymnal that we confess 

and sing praise to the Lamb.  That place is the liturgy, even today’s, where we sing the “Agnus 

Dei,” which is Latin for “Lamb of God.” 

 

Based on John 1:29, St. John’s words about Jesus in today’s text, the Agnus Dei which we sing 

in our liturgies is of Christ, “that takest away the sin of the world—have mercy upon us” (LSB 

DS III, 198).  Here we also pray for the peace of Christ, that which we are not able to live 

without. 

 

With this song of praise and acclamation of Christ and what He has truly done, we also note the 

location of such a hymn in our liturgies.  We do not sing the Agnus Dei when Holy Communion 

is not offered.  But when it is, we certainly do.  The Agnus Dei is placed just after the Words of 

Institution (and the Peace, Pax Domini) and before the Distribution of Christ’s very body and 

blood (i.e. see LSB DS III, 197-199). 

 

This is meant to say something.  By it, like John the Baptist, we declare the truth that Christ is 

truly and really present among you and for you in the Sacrament, according to His Word, 

according to His promise, “This is My Body…This is My Blood…Given for you for the 

forgiveness of your sins.” 

 

Christ really and truly is present for you, forgiving you your sins and having mercy on you, even 

granting you peace.  

 

And how do you know this?  Not at all because you see it, feel it, or sense it—but because of the 

Word of God which makes it known. 

 

This Word is your certainty, and your reason for believing, for it is not the word of man, but the 

very Word of God.  It is your confidence and your stay.   



 

 

3 

 

Sight can fade.  Feelings come and go.  Senses can mislead.  But not our Lord!  Not His Word. 

 

THE LAMB OF GOD 

 

It is the Word of the Lord that John the Baptist proclaimed when he said of Jesus, Behold, the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  God had made it clear to John that this 

Jesus was the Son of God (John 1:34)—in the flesh—the Messiah to come—the Lamb of God. 

 

But what does this mean?  What does it mean that Jesus is the Lamb of God? 

 

Isaiah the prophet writes of the Lord’s Servant,  

 

Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, 

Smitten by God, and afflicted.  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was 

bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His 

stripes we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to 

his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed and 

He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as A LAMB to the 

slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth.  He was 

taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His generation?  For He was 

cut off from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people He was stricken 
(Isaiah 53:4-8). 

 

The Lord’s Servant, of whom Isaiah speaks, is Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the Lamb of God.  It is 

He of whom the prophet writes.  It is He whom John declared.  And it is He whom we sing and 

confess to be our Savior and the Savior of the world. 

 

This Jesus, God’s Servant, is the Lamb of God who bears all your guilt, all your sin, and all your 

iniquity.  This Jesus is your Savior.  He is your Savior because by His sacrifice on the cross, the 

Lord has provided your peace with God.  In Jesus IS your peace with God. 

 

This is so on account of Jesus bearing your sin, suffering the consequence of your sin, which is 

death and hell, enduring God’s wrath, and shedding His blood which cleanses you of you all 

your unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). 

 

Seek another savior than the one who humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of 

death, even the death of the cross, and you have none (Philippians 2:8), for Jesus is the only 

way to the Father (John 14:6). 

 

There is one Savior, and one Savior only.  It is He who redeemed you, not with corruptible 

things, like silver or gold…but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 

blemish and without spot, as St. Peter writes, and as we confess in the 2
nd
 Article of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
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This Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, has taken away all your sin.  

This means that your sin is no longer yours.  Believe Him to be your Savior and so He is, for so 

He says.  Look for another to save you and your sin will remain on you.   

 

If you bear your own sin, you will die in your sin.  But if Christ bears your sin, you will live. 

 

Jesus came in order that you live.  Therefore, believe Him to be as He says He is.  Take comfort 

in His Word.  Believe that your sin is no longer yours, for Jesus is indeed the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world.  This means that He has also taken away your sin, for you too 

are in the world, flesh and blood, and since you are, your sin is taken away.  So we preach, and 

such is our message.  Amen. 

 

 

--- 

 

 
1
 The first and chief article is this, that Jesus Christ, our God and Lord, “was put to death 

for our trespasses and raised again for our justification” (Rom. 4:25). 
2
 He alone is “the Lamb 

of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). “God has laid upon him the 

iniquities of us all” (Isa. 53:6). 
3
 Moreover, “all have sinned,” and “they are justified by his 

grace as a gift, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, by his blood” (Rom. 3:23-

25). 
4
 Inasmuch as this must be believed and cannot be obtained or apprehended by any work, 

law, or merit, it is clear and certain that such faith alone justifies us, as St. Paul says in 

Romans 3, “For we hold that a man is justified by faith apart from works of law” (Rom. 

3:28), and again, “that he [God] himself is righteous and that he justifies him who has faith in 

Jesus” (Rom. 3:26). 
5
 Nothing in this article can be given up or compromised,

6
 even if heaven and earth and 

things temporal should be destroyed. For as St. Peter says, “There is no 
(tr-463)

 other name 

under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). “And with his 

stripes we are healed” (Isa. 53:5). (Smalcald Articles, Part II,  ARTICLE I. CHRIST AND FAITH) 

 

 


