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Epiphany 7, 2011A 

544 “O Love, How Deep” 

*820 “My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker” 

848 “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service” 

Comm: 696 “O God, My Faithful God” 

 

“Be Perfect?!” 

 
38

[Jesus said:] “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 
39

But 

I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to 

him the other also. 
40

And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak 

as well. 
41

And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 
42

Give to the one who 

begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you. 

      
43

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 
44

But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
45

so that you may 

be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, 

and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 
46

For if you love those who love you, what reward 

do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 
47

And if you greet only your brothers, 

what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 
48

You therefore 

must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 5:38–48) 

 

Upon two commandments, Jesus says, hang all the Law and the Prophets.  The first is to Love 

the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  And 

the second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:37-39).  The first 

commandment here has to do with faith to God.  The second has to do with love for neighbor.  It 

is this second commandment which draws our attention in today’s Gospel reading.  It is 

according to this commandment whereby we demonstrate whose we are in this life, whether we 

are of our own or whether we are of the Lord. 

 

To be Christian does not mean simply to confess the Christian faith with the mouth.  This anyone 

can do.  And truly, there are many who merely say that they are Christian.  They speak the 

Creed.  They say that they are sinners.  They say that they are Christian.  They hold membership 

in a Christian congregation.  Yet they don’t exhibit the very things that Jesus is talking about in 

our text.  They hold grudges.  They backbite.  They do not forgive.  They raise dissention and 

quarrel any chance they get.  Their actions truly do speak louder than their words. 

 

This was the case with the Christians to whom St. James was writing (James 2).  They had said 

that they were Christians, but they did not treat everyone the same.  They said that they were 

Christians, but they did not act like Christians.  Those who could benefit them they treated well.  

But those who could not return the favor were treated as second class citizens.  They recognized 

the rich and the wealthy.  But they looked down on the poor and the lowly. They looked more at 

a persons status and what good they could get in return, judging according to appearance, rather 

than judging with righteous judgment (John 7:24). 

 

Such is not God’s way.  God’s way is to judge according to the heart, not according to sight.  

The Bible says that There is no partiality with God (Romans 2:11).  He judges rightly, not first 

according to what one does, but first according to what one is.  What one does cannot change at 
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all what one is before God.  Sinners cannot make themselves to be non-sinners.  Sinners cannot 

change who they are by nature.  This means that before God, all of us stand condemned.  Since 

God shows no partiality, He judges everyone the same—guilty.   

 

Yet in Christ, the one judged guilty is not the sinner, but the sinless One.  On the cross, Jesus 

suffered the penalty of the sinner’s sin.  God made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 

we might become the righteousness of God in Him (2 Corinthians 5:21).   

 

Therefore, in Christ, God judges you, not as a sinner, but as a non-sinner.  He does this, not 

because you do not sin, but because that sin—all of your sin—is on Christ.  Your sin is not on 

you, for it was on Christ. 

 

This is what it means to be Christian.  Being Christian does not mean living the perfect life.  

Being Christian does not mean doing everything rightly.  Being Christian means believing 

rightly in Christ.  It means believing in Christ, believing that He alone is your Savior.  Being 

Christian means that, because of Christ, you will not die in your sins, but that God forgives you 

all of your sins—because of Jesus’ death on the cross. 

 

Being Christian means that you are not your own person, but a beloved child of God.  Thus, 

being a Christian also means that you now not only believe, but you desire to please God by 

loving and serving your neighbor, the very things that Jesus Himself is talking about in today’s 

Gospel.  And this means living and doing even what is contrary to what comes naturally, even 

loving our enemies, turning the other cheek, blessing those who curse us, and praying for those 

who persecute us.  All of these things does the child of God seek to do, not only because this is 

what God commands, but because of whose child the baptized child of God is. 

 

Because the Christian is no longer his own, he seeks to serve God and neighbor, not self and ego.  

He seeks to reconcile with those he has wronged and to forgive those who have wronged him.  

This is the way of the Christian because this is the way of the Lord. 

 

Thus did Jesus say, Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; 

and if he repents, forgive him. And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven 

times in a day returns to you, saying, 'I repent,' you shall forgive him (Luke 17:3-4). 

 

Sound impossible?  Try loving those who do not love you back.  Try not being angry and 

frustrated when someone continually and constantly puts you down.  You know the feeling.  You 

also know how hard it is to bear with such people and for your attitude not to change for the 

worse towards them.  Rare is the one that overlooks every fault, every harsh word, and every 

nagging of another without any resentment or ill will.   

 

But such is what our Lord would have His people do.  And such is what His people do indeed do, 

not because they are their own, but because they are His. 

 

This does not mean that God’s people do everything right or that they no longer have their sinful 

flesh to contend with and fight against.  Far from it!  Rather does it mean that God’s people will 

seek God’s forgiveness and mercy when they fall and fail to do what God demands.  God’s 
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people turn to Christ, and there, in Him, find grace to become other than they are—even loving 

and forgiving those who are unlovable and unforgivable.  Just as God is towards us, so also are 

His people toward others (i.e. Parable to wicked servant, Matthew 18:21-35). 

 

So Jesus says that the Father in heaven Makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 

sends rain on the just and on the unjust.   

 

Our heavenly Father provides and gives to all people as they have need, even those who do not 

deserve any of His kindnesses.  And really, they do not deserve any of what the Lord gives.  

They are unthankful, bitter, selfish, and demanding.  They do not appreciate what they do have 

and they take for granted all that they do.   

 

And yet, God provides them from His hand.  Though they do not deserve one ounce of God’s 

provision, He yet provides for them with their bodily needs.  If He would turn away from them 

for a moment, they would be gonners.  But such love does God have for sinners, to the 

undeserving, to those who take Him and His gifts for granted, that He care for them, provide for 

them, and give them what they need—even as they take all of His provision and help for granted.  

Such is what God also does for you. 

 

In a similar way, as children of God, we reflect that love of the Father towards others, even to 

those who are unthankful, bitter, selfish, and demanding of us.   

 

It is as God says through St. John the evangelist in his first letter, Beloved, let us love one 

another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  He 

who does not love does not know God, for God is love. In this the love of God was 

manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we 

might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and 

sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought 

to love one another. No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in 

us, and His love has been perfected in us (1 John 4:7-12). 

 

In contrast, if we do not love another, God does not abide in us, and His love has not bee 

perfected in us.  Therefore, as we are not as God would have us be towards others, so we confess 

our sins and seek God’s forgiveness, and in Christ do we have it.   

 

But this does not produce, as so many believe, uncaring, thoughtless, or carefree people.  Rather, 

where there is forgiveness of sins, there is life.  And where there is life, there is joy.  And where 

there is joy, love towards neighbor abounds, unbridled and unbound.  Truly serving one’s 

neighbor follows true faith; for where there is true faith to God, there cannot be an absence of 

love for neighbor, for God is love (1 John 4:8, 16).  Where true faith does not exist, there may 

indeed be an outward showing of love, but true love it is not, for true love is not man-made.  It is 

God demonstrated in Jesus Christ.  And those who are of Christ do likewise.  As God is, so are 

His people.   

 

We are not perfect or complete, even partly of ourselves.  But in Christ, we do mature, and we do 

put away our desires to get even and have our own way.  We place all, even our very lives, in 
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God’s hands, sure of His goodness towards us, for we know Christ.  And knowing Christ, as God 

is toward us, so we are towards others.  Weakly—certainly.  But ever repenting—truly.   

 

Knowing what Christ has done for us in life and in death means bearing the same, and loving 

others, even though they don’t love us back.  Such a love is sacrificial, self-giving, and not at all 

self-seeking.  This is the kind of love God has toward us, demonstrated through His only 

begotten Son.  And this is the same kind of love those of God have toward others, those who 

have been born Not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God 

(John 1:13).  Amen. 
 

 

 


