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Epiphany 8, 2011A 

736 “Consider How the Birds Above” (alt. tune 839) 

*732 “All Depends on Our Possessing” 

536 “One Thing’s Needful” 

 

“No One Can Serve Two Masters” 

 
24

[Jesus said:] “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, 

or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 

      
25

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will 

drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more 

than clothing? 
26

Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and 

yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 
27

And which of you 

by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 
28

And why are you anxious about 

clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 
29

yet I tell 

you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
30

But if God so clothes the 

grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much 

more clothe you, O you of little faith? 
31

Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we 

eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 
32

For the Gentiles seek after all these 

things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 
33

But seek first the kingdom of 

God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 

      
34

“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. 

Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. (Matthew 6:24-34) 

 

 

THE FIRST ARTICLE 

 

In the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed, Christians everywhere confess, “I believe in God the 

Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.”  These are not meaningless words.  Nor are the 

words empty of meaning.  Christians actually believe them.  To say them but not to believe them 

is be a “play Christian,” one who mouths the words, but does not really mean what he says. 

 

But we are no “play Christians.”  We are not playing any games when we confess these words of 

the First Article of the Creed.  We actually believe that according to the Bible, God did make 

heaven and earth.  We believe that God created heaven and earth, just as recorded in Genesis, the 

first book of the Bible, not in the way that macro Evolutionists or theistic evolutionists believe, 

but exactly in the way God has revealed it.  To say otherwise is, really, to call God a liar, and no 

child of God can do this and remain a child of God.  The child of God takes God at His Word 

and does not follow his own opinions and determinations with the things of God.   

 

Of course, this does not mean that the child of God understands how things are the way they are, 

why things are the way they are, or all the complex and intricate details associated with the things 

of God.  But he does not need to.  For the child of God, for the Christian, God’s Word alone is 

sufficient.  Anything else is not only extra, but also deficient and misleading with reference to 

the things of God. 
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Therefore, regarding God’s revelation of Creation in Genesis, the Christian simply lets the text 

stand on its own—and believes it—even contrary to all that so called scientists say in 

contradicting the very Word of God, and even contrary to all the so called evidence brought forth 

by nonbelievers and those who call themselves Christians. 

 

The revelation that God actually created the world is not only recorded in Genesis, but 

throughout both Testaments of the Bible, both the Old and the New.  Deny that God is Creator 

and you have to deny all those other parts of the Bible that bear witness to this truth.  You also 

have to deny Jesus Christ, for in St. John’s Gospel, it is written, In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 

God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was 

made (John 1:1-3).  

 

All things were made through Jesus, the Bible says, and without Him nothing was made that 

was made.  Deny these things and go according to “scientific evidence” and the human 

inclination that believes that man himself is the center of the universe and you immediately step 

outside the Christian faith and have gone in the way of unbelief, regardless of the Christian and 

Biblical words you use.  Such is not the way of the Christian.  The way of the Christian and 

Christianity is to believe God’s Word, even should that Word contradict worldly establishments 

and even our own sinful hearts, for only in this way does the Christian remain so, and know with 

ever greater certainty that God is gracious and merciful to sinners in Christ Jesus. 

 

Believing God’s Word, according to the Word and according to its intended meaning, that is, 

according to the words there written in their context, means also applying those very words and 

meanings to one’s self.  In other words, believing that those words are for you, not just for 

somebody else, but for you, for they are spoken to you and for you, that you take them as your 

own and live by them. 

 

This is why we each individually say, “I” as we each individually confess the Creed.  I cannot 

believe for you.  You cannot believe for me.  Nor can you believe for one another.  Each must 

believe for himself—what we call personal faith.  This personal faith is what you individually 

confess when you say the Creed.  If you do not believe the words there spoken, then do not say 

them, for if you do say them but do not believe them, you are surely playing the true hypocrite.  

But if you do, unashamedly confess them before one another and the world.  You have no need 

to quiver and shake before men.  The Creed is not of men.  It is of God.  It agrees with Holy 

Scripture.  Therefore, it is right to confess it. 

 

In the Creed, we confess that God is Maker of heaven and earth.  But with these words, we are 

saying so much more than just that God created.  We are also saying that God continues to 

provide and sustain our life, that God gives us all that we have need of, that God preserves us 

and guards and protects us. 

 

EXPLANATION TO THE FIRST ARTICLE 

 

Remember the explanation to the First Article in the Small Catechism? 
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“I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, 

ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.  He also 

gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, 

and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.  All this He does only 

out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it 

is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. This is most certainly true.” 

  

As we each individually confess the Words of the Apostles’ Creed, and specifically the word of 

the First Article of that Creed, we are confessing these very things also to be so.  And why?  

Because we get everything that we want in life, because we have no anxieties and worries in life, 

because everything is just hunky dory all the time, or that we have nothing really to be concerned 

about?  No.  Not at all.  None of these reasons give explanation is to why we believe that God 

cares for us, preserves us, and protects and defends us. 

 

We believe that God does all these things because He has made these things known to us in the 

Bible.  We believe them because God does do all these things, and more. 

 

Such a God do you have who is not afar off.  Such a God do you have who is not inaccessible.  

Such a God do you have who is not unconcerned about you.  Such a God do you not have who 

seeks your destruction.  Rather, the God of the Bible seeks your salvation.  He is gracious and 

full of compassion, Slow to anger and great in mercy (Psalm 145:8).  This God comes to you 

in the person of Jesus Christ.  He feeds you His Word and His body and blood.  He speaks to you 

words of comfort, that you turn from the emptiness and vanity of the world and its ways and 

cling to Him alone for help and peace.  And these very things God does give you—in Jesus. 

 

TODAY’S GOSPEL 

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus Himself makes known to you God’s provision and great compassion.  

He draws the attention of His disciples to creation and to see there how God provides for His 

creatures: the birds of the air, the lilies of the field, and the grass of the field.   

 

How often and easy we forget these things, and take for granted the truth that Not one sparrow 

falls to the ground apart from your Father's will, and that the very hairs of your head are 

all numbered (Matthew 10:29, 30)?  How easily we are distracted from the things of God, and 

concern ourselves more with the things of this life than our heavenly home? 

 

Such is the very thing that Jesus is addressing to His disciples.  We are no different.  We too 

struggle with the way things are in this world.  We are prone to desire what we do not have, and 

complain about the things we do.  We, like the world, are ever tempted to get more and more and 

to make the getting of things the goal, whether it be individually, as family, as government, as 

nation, or as congregation.   

 

But in this is true slavery, a constant striving and never attaining the goal.   
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In Proverbs, it is written, Hell and Destruction are never full; So the eyes of man are never 

satisfied (Proverbs 27:20). 

 

The writer of Ecclesiastes writes similarly, for he says, He who loves silver will not be satisfied 

with silver; Nor he who loves abundance, with increase (Ecclesiastes 5:10). 

 

Those who want more will never be satisfied with more, and they are discontent with what they 

already do have because it is not enough.   

 

Such a one is a slave to mammon, a slave to money and possessions.  But such a slave to 

mammon cannot be a slave to God, God’s servant, one of Jesus’ disciples.  So says our Lord 

Jesus.  No one can serve two masters. 

 

The one who is a slave to “things” is worried and anxious about those “things,” whether money, 

food, clothing, or whatever.  In effect, these things have become god to such a one.  This is 

nothing but idolatry—to be worried about food or clothing or self.  And such is not the way of 

God’s people. 

 

The way of God’s people is to place their trust in God. Therefore, look to the birds of the air, the 

lilies of the field, and the grass of the field.  Look around you and see how God feeds the birds, 

adorns the flowers, and continues His work in caring for His creation.  Know that you are worth 

more than the birds.  Know that God provides for all of your needs of your body, for He Himself 

knows that you have such needs. 

 

Know also that God has not forsaken you in your greatest need.   

 

The Psalmist writes, What is man, that You take knowledge of him? Or the son of man, that 

You are mindful of him? (Psalm 144:3).  Indeed, man is not the center of the universe.  The 

world does not revolve around you.  Compared to God, we are nothing.  And yet, in His infinite 

mercy, God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to become man, who took on your flesh and blood, to 

save you from your sin.  

 

Therefore does the writer to the Hebrew says, We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than 

the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace 

of God, might taste death for everyone. For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things 

and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their 

salvation perfect through sufferings. For both He who sanctifies and those who are being 

sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, [ saying: 

"I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to 

You." And again: "I will put My trust in Him." And again: "Here am I and the children 

whom God has given Me."] Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, 

He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had 

the power of death, that is, the devil, and release those who through fear of death were all 

their lifetime subject to bondage. For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does 

give aid to the seed of Abraham. Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His 

brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, 
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to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For in that He Himself has suffered, being 

tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted (Hebrews 2:9-18). 

 

Your lasting treasures are not the things of this life.  Your lasting treasures are the things of God.   

 

When you are tempted to worry and to doubt God’s provision for any of your needs, remember 

that God knows what you have need of before you ask Him.  Remember that it is the Gentiles, 

that is, nonbelievers, who seek after the things of this life.  Not so the child of God.  The child of 

God believes that everything in this life is a gift, and that God gives everything according to His 

will and not according to our own.  Some will have more and some less.  But this should not be 

your concern or worry.  Rather, you are to seek God’s kingdom and His righteousness.  You are 

to seek Christ.  And seeking Christ, you will find Him, right where He promises to be, giving 

you life in His Word, feeding you with His very body and blood, and preserving you as a people 

for Himself.  Having these greater things, even eternal life and salvation through the forgiveness 

of your sins, you will have no lack. 

 

In Christ, you learn true contentment and learn to trust His Word.  Thus will you and do you 

truly confess, “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth” and all that 

that means.  Amen. 

  

 

 


