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Lent 2, 2011A 

580 “The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace” 

*571 “God Loved the World so that He Gave” DDDD    

596 “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized” 

Comm: 601 “All Who Believe and Are Baptized” 

 

“God Sent His Son that the World might be Saved through Him” 

 
1
There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2
This man came to 

Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no 

one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 
3
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I 

say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
4
Nicodemus said to him, 

“How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and 

be born?” 
5
Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 

he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 

born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7
Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 

8
The 

wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or 

where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

      
9
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 

10
Jesus answered him, “Are you the 

teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 
11
Truly, truly, I say to you, we 

speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our 

testimony. 
12
If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 

you heavenly things? 
13
No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, 

the Son of Man. 
14
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 

be lifted up, 
15
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

      
16
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 
17
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. (John 3:1-17) 

 

 

For God so loved the world…What precious words these are!  Precious indeed!  They are our 

true hope and consolation, for by them, we are certain of God’s love towards us, because God the 

Father has indeed sent His Son.  God the Father has indeed sent His Son, that by His blood your 

sin not be debted against you. 

 

Take these words to heart.  Let them sink down, for only in God sending His Son and the Son 

being sent and lifted up on the tree of death in crucifixion is your salvation.  God did so love the 

world.  And God’s love is unconditional.  God’s love is not conditioned on the response, on the 

belief or unbelief, of that love with which God so loves the world.  If it was, then all who do not 

love Him still would never know the God of love.  Even we, before coming to know the love of 

God in Jesus Christ for ourselves, would never know, for if God loves only those who love Him, 

very few indeed would ever know of His love. 

 

But God’s love is not only for the believer and they who will believe.  For the worst of sinners 

and for ungodly people God sent His Son into the world. This doesn’t make sense.  It seems utter 

nonsense.  Who in our day would give something for nothing in return.  Who would freely 
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bestow a gift to someone only to have it rejected?  This is ludicrous.  Who would give their very 

life for someone when that life would not be wanted?  Who would spend their all to help 

someone without even a thanks or without a nod of appreciation? 

 

God’s kind of love for us sinners cannot be understood by sinful man.  There are still some who 

say that serial killers, psychopaths, and Hitlers shouldn’t go to heaven.  They’re too bad, too evil, 

and undeserving of such reward for their evils.  And certainly, there should be punishment for all 

who break the Lord’s Commandments.  There should be not only death for they who have no 

regard for human life.  There should also be eternal payment to be made.   

 

But if these deserve punishment for breaking one of the Lord’s Commandments, what of those 

others who break the Lord’s Commandments, though in secret?  What of those who covet, whose 

desire and lust cannot be seen?  What of those who doubt or even disbelieve God’s Word?  What 

of those who have contempt in their heart towards another but who hide it within themselves?  

 

Surely these too break the Lord’s Commandments!  And surely these too are deserving of 

punishment!  God shows no partiality.  One sinner is just as guilty as the next.  The sin might 

look bigger when compared to another.  A felony carries greater punishment than a 

misdemeanor.  But before God, sin is sin.  Even eating a forbidden fruit brings about eternal 

death, not because of the size of the violation (as we see it), but because of who the violation is 

against. 

 

Adam and Eve were not cast out of Paradise for simply eating fruit.  They were cast out of 

Paradise for eating fruit that God had forbidden them to eat.  It was not the fruit that got them 

into trouble.  It was their disobedience to God.  And because of their disobedience, they were 

cast out of the Garden of Eden and were kept from entering into it again. 

 

In addition to their being cast out, their disobedience brought death and destruction into the 

world.  And their sin we, too, have inherited.  Because of their sin, and because of our own, we 

are all lumped together before God.  There is none righteous, no, not one (Romans 3:12).  

There is none that does good, no, not one (Psalm 14:1, 3; 53:1, 3).  There is not a just man on 

earth who does good And does not sin (Ecclesiastes 7:20).  We are all in the same lot. 

 

Before God, on account of inherited and actual sin, the world is all lumped together.  Some have 

the more visible sins that are readily seen, while the sins of others are now concealed and hidden.  

But for this world full of open and secret sinners, God sent His Son, because He so loved the 

world.  Because He so loved you. 

 

What encouraging words these are!  You are in the world.  Therefore has God sent His Son for 

you.  If you count yourself not in the world, then Jesus did not come for you.  But if you do, and 

you surely are, then God must surely love you.  And He demonstrated this love for you by means 

of His Son.   

 

By means of His Son, you know that the God who made heaven and earth loves you with an 

enduring love, an unconditional love, and everlasting love.  This means that His love is always 

extended to you, for Christ was lifted up in death.  Your belief or unbelief cannot and does not 
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change what Jesus has already done.  Therefore believe it, believe that God loves you on account 

of His Son.  Through thick and thin, in good times and bad, in moments of sorrow and despair 

and in moments of laughter and joy—God loves you.  And this love for you is never ending.  

Your sin does not change God’s disposition towards you.  Christ already died and lives 

forevermore.  But this does not mean license to sin.  Rather does it mean all the more that you try 

to resist temptation, are earnest in prayer, and seek to do what pleases the Lord. 

 

For absolute confidence of God’s love, you need only look to Christ.  Therefore does our Lord 

say, Whoever believes—Whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 

life.   

 

There are many who say that God is a God of love (1 John 4:8, 16).  But there those of that many 

who fail to believe in Christ Jesus.  They believe God to be a god who allows everything and 

anything to go on, a god whose open to all kinds of different lifestyles, who allows all kinds of 

sins to continue, whose tolerant of the worst kinds of sinful indulgences.  Such a god is a god of 

their own making and not the God of the Bible.  The God of the Bible says NO to sin.  The God 

of the Bible doesn’t tolerate godlessness.  Nor does he wink at the shameful acts of the impious.  

Rather does He promise sure punishment upon all who do not turn from their sinful ways and 

seek mercy, the mercy that is found only in the One whom the Father sent. 

 

God gives us to believe His Son, His Son who gave Himself freely in sacrifice for our debt of sin 

we could not pay.  His Son has truly paid that debt.  Truly, God gives you salvation as a gift 

through His Son, through faith in His Son, the gift of eternal life, the gift of peace with God, the 

gift of sins forgiven. 

 

It is not by what you do or how good you are that have the certainty of God’s love for you in 

Christ.  If it was, always unsure and uncertain would you be.  And if you weren’t, then you’d be 

placing your confidence in a thing you should not—in yourself.  True joy and peace doesn’t 

come from you or from what you contribute, but from God, and specifically, from God in and 

through Jesus Christ.  He is your hope and surety.  He is your light and your salvation.  He is 

your peace and your joy.  Amen. 



 

 

4 

Notes 

 
LUTHER 

Christ says: “God so loved the world.” This is an inexpressibly beautiful message; that God, the 

heavenly Father, had compassion on us and in His mercy and pity gave us His Son. Add to this the fact 

that we did not deserve it but that it was done, not in view of any piety or merit in us but out of sheer 

grace. And to whom was this grace shown? To “the world,” that is, to those who were condemned and 

lost. We are ready to listen to the message that God loved the world, but the statement that the world was 

lost is repugnant to us. And what does God give the world? Ah, it is an ineffable love that gives us more 

than a kingdom, more than a thousand angels, which would indeed be a great and remarkable gift. But no, 

He gives us Himself. He gives us His Son, who is very God. He gives us the very dearest thing He has and 

is. 

To whom does God give His Son? To the world, that is, to the wayward multitude, which has not 

merited this but, on the contrary, should reasonably expect to be doomed and damned. The Son is given 

that those who were lost may be saved through Him. 

And what are we to give to God in return for this love? Nothing. You shall not go to Rome on 

pilgrimages, become a monk or a nun, or perform this Or that good work. Only believe in Christ, cast off 

your old nature, and cleave to Him. Your faith, however, must be of the sort that abounds in good works. 

Thus this Gift and Present, the Father’s Son, is not acquired with hand, finger, or foot; it is not found 

in a cloister or a monk’s habit; nor is it contained in any vessel. It is grasped solely with the heart and by 

faith. And when this Gift enters your heart and you sincerely believe in Christ, you do not remain your 

former self, as, for instance, a thief, an adulterer, or a murderer; but now you become a new man, for the 

light dwells in your heart. Therefore our God insists on possessing your heart wholely; it is the heart that 

must believe. Our God takes the best of man, the inner man—not the mouth or the hand, but the heart. He 

wants you to be pious within. When you believe in Christ, your heart is purified. Thus St. Peter declares in 

Acts 15:9: “Faith cleanses the heart.” Such a faith will no longer permit you to be arrogant and proud; for 

if the heart is cleansed, then hands, eyes, feet, and all other members are also pure, and their works are 

also different. Faith will not allow you to be a sinner, fornicator, or adulterer; henceforth your life will 

reflect the quality of your heart. 

Now Christ enlarges on this subject as He continues with a glorious statement. He says that the world 

was indeed condemned but that the Son was sent for the very purpose of saving the condemned and lost 

world. He tells us that since He was given to us from a motive of pure love, all who can must accept Him 

with their heart and believe in Him. This means being snatched from damnation and transplanted into 

eternal life; it means that death, hell, and the devil’s power have been abolished.
1
  

 

NEW BIRTH 

 

John 1:11-13 

11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He 

gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of 

blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 

1 Peter 1:23  

having been given new birth, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which 

lives and abides forever, 

 

                                                 
1
Luther, Martin: Pelikan, Jaroslav Jan (Hrsg.) ; Oswald, Hilton C. (Hrsg.) ; Lehmann, Helmut T. (Hrsg.): Luther's 

Works, Vol. 22 : Sermons on the Gospel of St. John: Chapters 1-4. Saint Louis : Concordia Publishing House, 1999, 

c1957 (Luther's Works 22), S. 22:373 
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FLESH & SPIRIT 

 

1 Corinthians 15:50  

Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 

 

John 6:63  

It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they 

are life. 

 

Romans 8:1-10 

1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to 

the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free 

from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God 

did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the 

flesh, 4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the 

flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things 

of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded 

is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; 

for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now 

if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead 

because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 

 

SERPENT 

Numbers 21:4-9 

4 Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; and 

the soul of the people became very discouraged on the way. 5 And the people spoke against God and 

against Moses: "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food 

and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread." 6 So the LORD sent fiery serpents among the 

people, and they bit the people; and many of the people of Israel died. 7 Therefore the people came to 

Moses, and said, "We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you; pray to the 

LORD that He take away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for the people. 8 Then the LORD said to 

Moses, "Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he 

looks at it, shall live." 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent 

had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. 

 

THE LOVE OF GOD 

 

1 John 4:7, 8 

God is love 

 

1 John 4:9-10 

9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the 

world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and 

sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 


