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Lent 4, 2011A 

841 “O Son of God, in Galilee” 

*700 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

690 “Hope of the World” 

Comm: 631 “Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face” 

 

 

“The Work of God” 

 
1
As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 

2
And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man 

or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3
Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the 

works of God might be displayed in him. 
4
We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 

coming, when no one can work. 
5
As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

6
Having said these 

things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 
7
and 

said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. 

      
8
The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit 

and beg?” 
9
Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 

10
So they 

said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 
11
He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed 

my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 
12
They said to 

him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

      
13
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 

14
Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus 

made the mud and opened his eyes. 
15
So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said 

to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 
16
Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from 

God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there 

was a division among them. 
17
So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has 

opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

      
18
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the 

man who had received his sight 
19
and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he 

now see?” 
20
His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 

21
But how he now sees 

we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 
22
(His 

parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should 

confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 
23
Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask 

him.” 

      
24
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know 

that this man is a sinner.” 
25
He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I 

was blind, now I see.” 
26
They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 

27
He answered 

them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to 

become his disciples?” 
28
And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 

29
We 

know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 
30
The man 

answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 
31
We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to 

him. 
32
Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 

33
If this man 

were not from God, he could do nothing.” 
34
They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach 

us?” And they cast him out. 

      
35
Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 

36
He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 

37
Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is 

he who is speaking to you.” 
38
He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 

39
Jesus said, “For judgment I came 

into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 
40
Some of the Pharisees 

near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 
41
Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you 

would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains. 
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There are things which we bring on ourselves, and we have nobody to blame but ourselves.  One 

who has smoked for years and years might have breathing problems.  One who exercises but 

little might find the ill effects irreversible in their latter days.  One who continually eats 

unhealthily might not be able to do much about it when it’s too late.  One who commits a crime 

may get caught and have to pay the penalty.   

 

There most certainly are some things that we can try to do things about and try to prevent.   But 

though you might be a great driver, there are also others on the road, too.  Though you might 

take every precaution, you can’t prevent everything from happening to you.  That’s because not 

everything is in your control.  Some things are in this life, as God gives it.  But some things are 

not. 

 

In today’s text from the ninth chapter of St. John’s Gospel, there was a man born blind to whom 

our Lord Jesus gave sight.  In that day, and I suppose there are those today who might hold a 

similar position, there was a common belief that if one was born blind, lame, deaf, mute, with a 

birth defect, or another noticeable mark, their was a reason for it.  And that reason was either that 

one or both of parents had sinned, or that somehow the child born with the condition had sinned.   

 

Therefore had the disciples of our Lord asked Jesus who had sinned, the blind man or his 

parents, that he was born blind.  But by this question, they meant a particular sin, implying the 

blindness to be some kind of punishment.  They hadn’t meant the effect of the first sin of man 

and woman who were created on the sixth day, that sin which troubles us all.  

 

But to them, Jesus said, Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God 

should be revealed in him (John 9:3).  Jesus didn’t mean by this that neither the man who was 

born blind nor his parents were sinless.  What Jesus meant was that the blindness wasn’t a 

punishment for a specific sin, the very thing that the disciples were thinking.  The man’s 

blindness, Jesus says, was not because he or his parents committed anything to bring it about, but 

that the works of God should be revealed in him.  And revealed in him they indeed were. 

 

Jesus healed the man of His blindness.  But even more than that, the Lord Jesus opened the 

man’s eyes to see Him for who He really was, the Son of Man, God’s Son and Savior of the 

world.  First, Jesus worked the work of God in giving the blind man the ability to physically see, 

then He worked the work of God in giving the blind man the eyes of faith to believe in Jesus. 

 

Jesus does the same for you, too.  The works of God are revealed today in you.  You still bear the 

effects and consequences of sin in your bodies and in the world, but by God’s abounding grace, 

the Lord gives strength to carry on.  The Lord provides for all of your bodily needs, even through 

medical advances, doctors, nurses, hospitals, and even through medications and treatments.   

 

But even of greater value than these things, your Lord gives you the gift of sight that you see His 

promises.  Our Lord, by means of His Word, works the miracle of faith in your hearts by which 

He gives you faith to believe Jesus to be your Savior, your Savior from that same sin which 

brings forth physical, spiritual, and eternal death, our Savior from that same sin which Adam and 

Eve brought into the world. 
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Because Jesus died on the cross and was raised on the third day, physical death you have no need 

to fear.  You have no need to fear physical death because you know, on account of Christ’s 

resurrection, that physical death is not y end.  Jesus Himself said, I am the Resurrection and 

the Life.  He also said, He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live (John 11:25).   

 

Because it is Jesus who said these words, you have no reason to doubt them.  You have no 

reason to doubt them because Jesus is who He claimed to be.  Jesus is He whom the Father sent 

to save you from your sins.  Jesus is He through whom you have the precious forgiveness of sins, 

and through whom you have no need to fear eternal death.   

 

If you have no need to fear eternal death because of Jesus, certainly temporal death does 

determine your end.  Christ Jesus does.  The things of this life are only temporary.  And though 

they certainly are real, they will not last.  Nor do they define who you are as baptized children of 

God.  God does, and by His Word, our Lord gives faith to continue believing what He says to be 

so, that you not think of yourselves higher than you ought to think, but that you humbly look to 

Him for help and hope (Romans 12:3).  And in Him is where you find such things, for such is 

His promise, now and when He returns. 

 

Eternal death is not your lot because all that we rightfully deserved was taken by Christ Jesus to 

the cross.  Because of Adam and Eve’s sin, as well as your own, you, according to God’s Law, 

deserve everlasting punishment and hell.  St. Paul says it this way, that by one man's 

disobedience many were made sinners (Romans 5:19).  And there too does he also that 

Through one man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation (Romans 

5:18). 

 

By yourselves, you are without escape.  As that man born blind from birth could not bring about 

his own sight, so you too are helpless in your own condition to get yourselves out of it.  The 

Bible says that The natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 

foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned (1 

Corinthians 2:14).  The natural man refers to people in their fallen condition, nonbelievers.  They 

can’t believe in the Lord Jesus of themselves because they are spiritually dead.  Unless God 

breathes into them the breath of life, His Spirit, in their sin they will remain.   

 

And this He does do, even unto you, through His Holy Word, by which He makes known to you 

your lost condition and His wonderful salvation through His Son. 

 

Natural man can give himself life as much as a baby gives itself life.  The baby doesn’t give 

itself life.  It’s mother does.  And natural man doesn’t give himself life.  God does.  So also with 

the new birth of water and word in Holy Baptism.  One doesn’t choose or decide to be born 

again.  It is a gift of God.  Therefore do we thank the Lord for the new life which He freely 

gives.  And so too do you desire this new life to be given to others.  Therefore do you speak the 

truth in love, and pray our Lord to give boldness that we not compromise our witness by not 

saying what is to be said or doing what is to done.  We pray that we be not ashamed of our Lord, 

even as that man born blind in our text who was given to see did not back down when questioned 

about how he came to see.  He stood his ground and gave testimony to what had happened to him 

and how Jesus had healed him. 
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And how much greater it is that Jesus brought that same man to faith!  Not only did Jesus give 

him vision to see worldly things.  Jesus gave Him eternal life, and the faith to believe it.  And to 

us, too, does our Lord reveal your salvation.  Upon sinners like us does God show mercy.   

 

Though by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, By one Man's obedience 

many will be made righteous (Romans 5:19).  And again, Through one man's offense 

judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, through one Man's righteous act the 

free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life (Romans 5:18). 

 

This Good News of the Gospel God makes known to you today.  And through the preaching of 

this Good News, God also gives faith, faith to take hold of what God has done as one’s very 

own, that you know and believe that what Jesus has done He has done for you, and that you 

know and believe that what Jesus still does He does for you, that you continue to have life in His 

Name, that you see His goodness to you, and rejoice, give thanks, and follow Him, praising is 

Name, eyes opened to His mercy and His grace, given and declared to you in Jesus.  Amen. 
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Notes 
 

1
As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 

2
And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 

who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3
Jesus answered, “It was not 

that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him… 

 

• Job 

• Ezekiel 18:20 "The soul who sins shall die.  

 

… 
6
Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he 

anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 
7
and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 

means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing… 

       

…
14
Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 

15
So the 

Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on 

my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 
16
Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, 

for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such 

signs?” And there was a division among them…
 

 

• Matthew 12:10-14 10 And behold, there was a man who had a withered hand. And they asked 

Him, saying, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?" -- that they might accuse Him. 11 Then He 

said to them, "What man is there among you who has one sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the 

Sabbath, will not lay hold of it and lift it out? 12 "Of how much more value then is a man than 

a sheep? Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath." 13 Then He said to the man, 

"Stretch out your hand." And he stretched it out, and it was restored as whole as the other. 14 

Then the Pharisees went out and plotted against Him, how they might destroy Him. 

• Luke 13:10-17 10 Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And 

behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over 

and could in no way raise herself up. 12 But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and 

said to her, "Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity." 13 And He laid His hands on her, 

and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. 14 But the ruler of the synagogue 

answered with indignation, because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath; and he said to the 

crowd, "There are six days on which men ought to work; therefore come and be healed on 

them, and not on the Sabbath day." 15 The Lord then answered him and said, "Hypocrite! 

Does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or donkey from the stall, and lead it 

away to water it? 16 "So ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan 

has bound -- think of it -- for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath?" 17 

And when He said these things, all His adversaries were put to shame; and all the multitude 

rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by Him. 

 
22
(His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed 

that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 
23
Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

 

• Matthew 10:28-33 28 "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But 

rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 "Are not two sparrows 



 

 

6 

sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father's will. 

30 "But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 "Do not fear therefore; you are of 

more value than many sparrows. 32 " Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will 

also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 33 "But whoever denies Me before men, him 

I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven. 

 

... 
27
He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 

hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 
28
And they reviled him, saying, “You 

are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 
29
We know that God has spoken to Moses, but 

as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 
30
The man answered, “Why, this is an 

amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 
31
We know 

that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God 

listens to him. 
32
Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 

man born blind. 
33
If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 

34
They answered him, 

“You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. 

 

• The believer confesses what is  true; the nonbeliever more greatly rejects the truth 

 

      
35
Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in 

the Son of Man?” 
36
He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 

37
Jesus said to 

him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 
38
He said, “Lord, I believe,” and 

he worshiped him. 

 

• The man worshiped Jesus; Thomas, “My Lord and my God” 

 

 
39
Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those 

who see may become blind.” 
40
Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to 

him, “Are we also blind?” 
41
Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but 

now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains. 

 

• Luke 4:-19 18 "The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach 

the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the 

captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 19 To 

proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD." (Isaiah 49:8-9; 61:1-2) 

• Matthew 10:32-40 32 " Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess 

before My Father who is in heaven. 33 "But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also 

deny before My Father who is in heaven. 34 " Do not think that I came to bring peace on 

earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. 35 "For I have come to 'set a man against his 

father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law'; 36 

"and 'a man's enemies will be those of his own household.' 37 "He who loves father or mother 

more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not 

worthy of Me. 38 "And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of 

Me. 39 "He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it. 40 

" He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. 

 


