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Easter 3, 2011A
483 “With High Delight Let Us Unite”
*476 “Who Are You Who Walked in Sorrow”
585 “Lord Jesus Christ, With Us Abide”

“He Opens to Us the Scriptures”

13That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, 14and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened.
15While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them.
16But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, “What is this
conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking
sad. 18Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem
who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19And he said to them,
“What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and rulers
delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was
the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things
happened. 22Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in
the morning, 23and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even
seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the
tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25And he said to them,
“O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Was it not
necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27And beginning
with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning himself.

28So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going
farther, 29but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day
is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at table with them, he took the
bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31And their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Did not our hearts
burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33And
they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who
were with them gathered together, 34saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to
Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the
breaking of the bread. Luke 24:13-35 (ESV)

Common in the post-resurrection accounts of our Lord is the fact that even His own disciples,
those who were with Him during His ministry before His death, believed Him not.   Though they
had His word, that very Word through which He revealed to them what would be, not only that
Word of His death, but even that of His glorious resurrection, His followers didn’t believe it.
Time after time He told them of what was to come, but they didn’t understand.  And after third
day, the words of the women declaring to the 11 that Jesus was alive seemed like an idle tale
(Luke 24:11).

Thomas, called Didymus, was not there when the Lord first appeared to the others behind closed
door for fear of the Jews.  In unbelief, he declared to the 10, Unless I see in His hands the print
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of the nails, and put my finger, into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I
will not believe (John 20:25).  Like the others before him, the word others was not enough.

As of yet, they hadn’t put two and two together, that the words of Jesus spoken were as good as
done.  Though everything else seemed contrary to what the Lord had said, Jesus was then dead
three days, and sadness and sorrow filled the air, it was what the Lord had spoken that would
surely come to pass.  Though Jesus truly did die, as He had said, so would He truly rise from the
dead on the third day.  It would be no other way.  Otherwise, Jesus is not God and you are still in
your sins.

This is not the case, for Jesus has risen, just as He said.  For you He died.  For you He rose, that
sin no longer overcome, and that eternal death you not face, all your sin being put on Christ.
You bear that load no more. Jesus, having taken all that was yours that was against God, has
become your Savior.  Those things God knows not any longer, for they are far from Him, as far
as the east is from the west, says the Psalmist (Psalm 103:12).  They can harm you none.  We
stand completely reconciled and at peace with our God.

This is the joyous Easter message that permeates the Christian church loud and clear.  It cannot
remain hidden. Its sound cannot be muffled.  Though the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ fall on
deaf ears, on hearing ears will the good news also fall.  There, the Word will be planted, sprout
and grow, bearing fruit and producing, some thirty, some sixty, and some hundredfold (Matthew
13:1-9, 18-23).

Where the Word is, there also Christ will be.  Where Christ is, there will also be faith. That you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in
His name, God gives the Holy Scriptures (John 20:31).  He opens to you His Word and there
reveals your Savior. If He not do this, your eyes would remain closed and blind.

To unbelieving Thomas, Jesus appeared.  Our Lord Christ showed Himself to His disciple that
Thomas’ disbelief turn to faith…then Thomas cried, My Lord and My God (John 20:28).  It is
that you believe in Him that God has His word preached, that you hold fast to Christ, your Savior
and your Redeemer.  Only in Him do you have eternal life and only through Him are your sins
forgiven.

God in His grace and according to His abundant mercy, doesn’t leave you in the dark.  He sheds
light, His true light, upon our darkened world, even upon you.  Though you be helpless, the Lord
comes to your aid.  Though you be weak, God gives strength.  Though you be sad and sorrowful,
God gives comfort and joy.

Like the two on the road to Emmaus, the Lord Jesus speaks to you His very Word that you
believe and continue in the faith. Those two disciples, not of the then 11, were down and out
concerning the events of the Lord’s suffering and death.  They had hoped that Jesus of Nazareth
would be the ONE to redeem Israel.  They had heard the news of the women who were at the
tomb and came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that He was
alive.  But they didn’t believe it.  They didn’t recognize the Lord Jesus for who He was.
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It is also this way with us. Jesus becomes obscured and His promises unrecognizable when we
go by what we see and not by what our Lord Jesus says.  Like Peter who began to sin when He
took His eyes off Jesus as he walked on water, so also our attention on Christ becomes distracted
by that which befalls us.

Not everyone has strong faith in the midst of great trial and tribulation.  Though the Lord’s Word
be present, it doesn’t always hit home. God appears to be speaking in the distance, but not right
here in front of us.  We can’t make sense of God’s promise on account of what we’re facing.

This is not because what God says is ineffective.  It is because we’re weakened by circumstance
and have trouble seeing the radiance of God’s SON for the clouds blocking Him.  Not only this,
but our eyes say something different than what God says in His Word.  Though the spirit be
willing, our flesh is weak (Matthew 26:41).

Imagine those two walking toward that village Emmaus.  Everything that they knew to be true to
their experience testified against the Lord’s resurrection, everything except the Lord’s Word and
work. But in the midst of their sadness, they could not see the light. They could not remember
what was before because of what was then in the present.

The Lord Jesus walks with such as these.  Though the two didn’t recognize Him, Jesus didn’t
turn from them in anger or bitterness.  Instead, He walked with them, even asking the reason for
their sorrow. Even though He already knew, He asks for their sake, that He point them to
Himself.

We do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all
points tempted as we are, yet without sin (Hebrews 4:15).

Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find
grace to help in time of need (Hebrews 14:16).

The Lord made known to them that Christ’s suffering and death was foretold in the Old
Testament and that Christ was indeed the Messiah, the ONE who would redeem Israel. Indeed,
He was, but not with corruptible things, like silver or gold…with His precious blood, as of a
lamb without blemish and without spot (1 Peter 1:18-19).

What the two had not yet understood was that it was through Jesus’ own death that He Himself
would put sin to death and usher in new life by means of His resurrection.  Where sin has ceased,
so has death.  There, the hope of life remains.  This is testified by the ONE who Himself rose
from the dead and gives life to all who believe in Him.

The hearts burned within the two as they walked to Emmaus as Jesus spoke to them concerning
Himself, beginning with Moses and the prophets.  Here, Jesus points the right way to interpret
the Old Testament and all of Scripture, through Himself.
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Earlier, Jesus had declared to the Jews, You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you
have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me (John 5:39).  Here, Jesus is not
talking about the NT, for that had not yet been written. It is the OT to which He refers.

In another place, it is written concerning the Holy Scriptures, meaning the OT, that they are
able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 3:15).
The reason this is so is because the Old Testament is about Christ, as is the New Testament.
Jesus is the center.

Even if your mind be clouded, even if your eyes not see, even if what you know by this word’s
standards would keep you from seeing the Lord’s Christ and believing His promises, the Lord
doesn’t leave you alone in unbelief.  He gives you His very Word that you believe against what
you see, contrary to what your eyes tell us, and according to what He Himself bestows through
your ears and into your mouths.

Significant it is that on the road and talking with Jesus, the two didn’t recognize Him.  But as
Jesus took bread and blessed it and broke and gave it to them, then their eyes were opened.

We have seen these words before.  In the upper room with the Lord’s disciples, on the night
when He was betrayed, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it (Matthew 26:26).
In the feeding of the 5000 (Luke 9:16), then in the feeding of the 4000 (Matthew 15:36), Jesus
did the same thing. He took bread, blessed it, and broke it.

At that moment, they recognized Jesus for who He was. It was Jesus, alive from the dead, just as
the others had said.  In the breaking of the bread, there eyes were opened. With them all along
was the risen Lord, preaching His Word, giving comfort, and testifying to the truth of His
salvation.  Then He vanished from their sight.

Right then and there, Jesus left them, believing.  His Word and the blessed bread, these were
sufficient to bring about the recognition of Christ the Lord, to quicken faith, and to cast away any
doubt.

The Lord continues to give you His Word and bestow upon you His grace, that you believe and
remain believing in Him who died and rose again, and that you, with the two on the road to
Emmaus, recognize Christ for who He is, your Savior from death and the giver of eternal life,
indeed, the Messiah.

By means of His Word and then in the sacramental meal, the Lord Jesus strengthens the weak
and gladdens the heart.  The Lord does not leave you alone.  Nor does He leave you in despair,
sadness, sorrow, or doubt.  He continues to come to you that we hold fast to him, in life and in
death.

Only, don’t ignore His Word or His promises, for doing so is a sure sign of unbelief.  Do not
despair, but place your confidence in Christ.  Cast all your burdens upon Him, for He does care
for you (Psalm 55:22).  Wait on Him and take heed to His Word.  Times of refreshing and joy
are sure to come. Amen.


