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GRACIOUS GOD, OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, You invite us to call on You in the day of
trouble and promise to deliver us. Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, taught us
to pray as dear children coming to their dear Father in heaven. Your blessed

apostles exhort us to be anxious about nothing, but in everything by prayer and peti-
tion with thanksgiving to make our requests known to You, interceding on behalf of
kings, rulers, and all people.

As Your priestly people, we lift holy hands to You, the Father of all mercies, on this
National Day of Prayer, to intercede for this land and its people, and for all the peo-
ples of the world. We come in the name of Jesus Christ, Your only Son, the Lord of
the nations and our Lord, who reconciled the world to You by His death and who
takes away the sin of the world by His blood. We come in the name of the Holy Spirit,
whom You send forth over all the earth to renew and recreate all things in the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Spirit by which we cry to You, “Abba, Father!”

We confess our sinfulness before You, our individual and corporate failure to love You
with our whole heart, soul, and strength, and to love our neighbors as ourselves. We
confess that we have not kept Your Name holy on our lips and in our lives. We ac-
knowledge our sin before You and beg Your forgiveness for the sake of Your Son Jesus
Christ, who has buried our sin in His death and raised us to new life in His resurrec-
tion. Do not turn away from us because of our sin, and do not shut Your ears to our
petitions. Have mercy on us, poor sinners, O Lord.

Trusting in Your abundant mercy, we are emboldened to come before You and to pray:

For the Church.
Your Son Jesus Christ called His disciples salt of the earth and light for the world. He
commissioned them to make disciples of all the nations by baptizing and teaching.
Let the good news of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen for the life of the world, be
preached purely in the churches of our land. Let the sacraments of Holy Baptism and
the Supper of Christ’s body and blood be administered rightly, in accordance with
Christ’s institution. Let Your saving Word be preached clearly and boldly, that many
may come to know You and rejoice in the salvation You have won for them in Jesus
Christ. Preserve the freedom to speak the good news of Jesus publicly and openly,
that Your Word would not be bound but be proclaimed in every place. Drown out the
discordant din of false religion and destructive misbelief with the sweet new song of
salvation in Jesus Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For this good land, and for all who dwell in it.
Bless and preserve us under the shadow of Your almighty wing. Remind us always to live
by Your mercy and not by our merit, for You cause the rain and the sunshine to fall upon

ployed, shelter to the homeless, food to the hungry, and clothing to the naked. Let
every laborer be worthy of his hire, and let each receive a fair wage for their work.
Bless our factories with productivity, our laboratories with knowledge, and our offices
with skill. Guard our economy from both depression and excess, and remind us each
day that we do not live by bread alone, but by every Word that proceeds from Your
mouth. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For the right use of liberty.
You have so graciously given us to live in a land of great liberty. Grant that we would
neither abuse our freedoms nor take them lightly. Teach us to use our liberty not to
tear down but to build up, not for greedy gain but for sacrificial service, not to assert
our rights but to preserve the life and liberty of others. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For the arts.
You are Lord of creation and have beautifully created and ordered all things. Bless the
artists and musicians of our land. Stir up their creativity so that whatever is pure,
lovely, true, and excellent would be lifted up, and whatever is ugly, hateful, and offen-
sive would be overcome by the lavish beauty that flows from Your creative hand.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

These things we ask, not out of our own merit or worthiness, but on account of the
merits and mediation of Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with You and the Holy
Spirit are one God, now and forever. Amen.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
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is personally acquainted with our suffering. Remind us always, especially in the time
of death, that Your will is always good and gracious to save. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For those who labor to supply our food, for the farmer, the baker, the
grocer, and all who work to provide our daily bread.
You give bread to the eater and seed to the sower. Bless our land with a bountiful har-
vest. Bring rain and sunshine in their proper time. Relieve drought with Your refresh-
ing rain. Protect us from flood and fire, famine and pestilence. Grant safety to all who
transport the necessities of life by road, air, and rail. Relieve the struggling farmer,
and bless all who work the soil, that we may receive our daily bread. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.

For those who care for our physical and mental health and well-being,
for all medical workers, caregivers, those who assist the elderly, the sick,
and the dying.
Your Son Jesus healed many people of various maladies, and He continues to work
His healing through the hands of others. Bless doctors, nurses, emergency medical
workers, and all who tend to the physical and psychological needs of others. Give
them compassion, skill, and wisdom to apply all that You have caused to be learned.
Be an ever-present help for the sick, the despairing, and the dying, that they may
know Your good and gracious will to save. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For the nations of the world.
Your Son Jesus Christ reigns even now as King of kings and Lord and lords, and
through Him You claim all the nations of the world as Your own. Bless every nation on
earth with the abundance of Your mercy. Work peace in our world so troubled by terror
and turmoil. Ease the burdens of poverty and deprivation. Bring an end to violence, op-
pression, genocide, and tyranny. Grant good government, economic stability, and peace
to every nation under heaven. Open the hearts of the wealthy that out of their excess
they might relieve the distress of the poor. Bless our efforts at diplomacy, that our na-
tion may ever stand for what is just and right in Your eyes. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For our enemies.
Our Lord Jesus taught us to pray for our enemies and to bless those who persecute us.
Turn the hearts of those who slander us for the name of Jesus. Grant them repentance
unto faith that they may know the fullness of the joy of their salvation in Jesus and
that our joy may be complete. Guard us against the temptation to seek revenge, and
turn our hearts in forgiveness to those who sin against us. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For the economy.
You have ordained that we should work, not only to supply our needs but also to
serve others. Cause all useful labor to flourish among us. Grant work to the unem-

the good and the wicked alike. Grant safety to all who dwell in our land, both the citizen
and the guest, that all who live here may go about their daily business without fear or ter-
ror. Bless our land with peace and unity, bountiful harvest and productive labor. Defend
us from every danger, guard and protect us from all evil. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For good and faithful government.
You have ordained all temporal authority for the purpose of rewarding good and pun-
ishing wickedness. Bless our government, especially our President and Vice-presi-
dent, and for all who serve in elected or appointed offices. Grant wisdom and
discernment to those who sit on our judicial benches. Guide all who make, adminis-
ter, judge, and enforce the laws of this land that we may live as a people in peace with
all godliness. Teach us the proper respect and honor for all who hold offices of au-
thority, and grant that they fulfill the responsibilities of their office honorably and in
the fear of Your holy name. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For the armed forces of our nation.
You alone are our strong Defender, an ever-present help in time of trouble. Watch
over and defend our military personnel, police, national guard, and all others who de-
fend life and liberty, that they may serve justly and honorably in the pursuit of peace.
Grant them courage and strength in their time of service, and bring them safely home
to their families and communities. Lord in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For our families and community.
You said that it is not good that man should be alone, and so have ordained marriage
as the foundation of human community. Preserve this holy estate among us. Bless fa-
thers and mothers as they endeavor to raise their children, and children as they grow
under the care and guidance of their parents. Have mercy on those who must raise
their children alone. Be the Father of the fatherless, the companion of the lonely, the
comfort of those estranged or separated from loved ones. Protect the lives of the un-
born and put an end to the grievous sin of abortion. Open our hearts and homes to
all unwanted and abandoned children. Comfort the aged and those who are no
longer able to care for themselves. Strengthen our communities, and break down the
barriers of prejudice, hatred, and envy that set neighbor against neighbor. Lord, in
Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For those who grieve.
You are the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, who comforts us in all
our affliction. Bless those who grieve the death of loved ones. Especially do we re-
member before You all who mourn those who have died in the service of their coun-
try. You have conquered death in the death of Your dear Son, our Savior Jesus Christ,
who embraced the world in His dark death. Bring hope in Christ to all who mourn,
that they may learn to hand over all of their sorrow to Jesus, the Man of sorrows, who


