
 

The Large Catechism,  

3rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed 
 

 

38 Neither you nor I could ever know anything of Christ, or believe 

in him and take him as our Lord, unless these were first offered to us 

and bestowed on our hearts through the preaching of the Gospel by the 

Holy Spirit. The work is finished and completed, Christ has acquired 

and won the treasure for us by his sufferings, death, and resurrection, 

etc. But if the work remained hidden and no one knew of it, it would 

have been all in vain, all lost. In order that this treasure might not be 

buried but put to use and enjoyed, God has caused the Word to be    

published and proclaimed, in which he has given the Holy Spirit to   

offer and apply to us this treasure of salvation. 39 Therefore to sanctify 

is nothing else than to bring us to the Lord Christ to receive this     

blessing, which we could not obtain by ourselves. 

 
40 Learn this article, then, as clearly as possible. If you are asked, 

What do you mean by the words, “I believe in the Holy Spirit”? you can 

answer, “I believe that the Holy Spirit makes me holy, as his name   

implies.” 41 How does he do this? By what means? Answer: “Through 

the Christian church, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.” 42 In the first place, he has a unique 

community in the world. It is the mother that begets and bears every 

Christian through the Word of God. The Holy Spirit reveals and 

preaches that Word, and by it he illumines and kindles hearts so that 

they grasp and accept it, cling to it, and persevere in it. 

 
43 Where he does not cause the Word to be preached and does not 

awaken understanding in the heart, all is lost. This was the case under 

the papacy, where faith was entirely shoved under the bench and no one 

recognized Christ as the Lord, or the Holy Spirit as the Sanctifier. That 

is, no one believed that Christ is our Lord in the sense that he won for 

us this treasure without our works and merits and made us acceptable to 

the Father. 44 What was lacking here? There was no Holy Spirit present 

to reveal this truth and have it preached. Men and evil spirits there 

were, teaching us to obtain grace and be saved by our works.                
45 Therefore there was no Christian church. For where Christ is not 

preached, there is no Holy Spirit to create, call, and gather the Christian 

church, and outside it no one can come to the Lord Christ. (38-45) 

When  Feeling Down & Out 
 

 

 

• Sometimes the most a Christian can do is jut to sit and 

weep. 

 

• Take time to study the lives of the saints. 

 

• Keep in mind its God’s church, nor ours. 

 

• What does it mean “to wait on the Lord?” 

 

• The hymn book is often forgotten as a source of faith, 

courage and hope. 

 

• It’s not over until God says it’s over.  In the meantime 

simply “trust and obey.” 

 

• Take time to call to mind that “whatsoever” verse in 

the Bible.  Phil 4:8. 

 

• Sometimes God puts heavier responsibilities on the 

shoulders of some than He does of others.  He knows 

how to “grow” saints. 

 

• Through the years—in a 1,000 ways—God carefully 

hones His servants into instruments of His own mak-

ing! 
 

 
[By Rev. E.W. Kreutz, from Christian News, June 6, 2011, p8] 


