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[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a
thief and a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his
voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the
sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the
voice of strangers.” 6This figure of speech  Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find
pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.  (John 10:1-10)

 INTRO: Jesus came in order that His sheep have life, and have life abundantly (eternal life)

 How/through what means? Through the Word & Sacrament; not through own preparation, doings, or activity
John 6:63 "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.

John 6:47 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.

John 20:31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in
His name.

1 John 5:11-13 11 And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has
life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son
of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.

 CONTEXT (John 9: blind man given sight; concluding verses):
John 9:35-41 35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said to him, "Do you believe in the Son of
God?" 36 He answered and said, "Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?" 37 And Jesus said to him, "You have both seen Him
and it is He who is talking with you." 38 Then he said, "Lord, I believe!" And he worshiped Him. 39 And Jesus said, "For judgment I
have come into this world, that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind." 40 Then some of the
Pharisees who were with Him heard these words, and said to Him, "Are we blind also?" 41 Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you
would have no sin; but now you say, 'We see.' Therefore your sin remains.

 Through the Word, faith is given you to believe the promise of God, eternal life
Romans 10:1-8 1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they
have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their
own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone
who believes. 5 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, "The man who does those things shall live by them." 6
But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?' " (that is, to bring Christ
down from above) 7 or, " 'Who will descend into the abyss?' " (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? "The
word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith which we preach):

Romans 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

 How does that Word saving Word come to you?  Through faithful pastors/undershepherds; he who enters by the door,
preaching Jesus

AC, IV. [JUSTIFICATION]: 1 It is also taught among us that we cannot obtain forgiveness of sin and righteousness before God by our
own merits, works, or satisfactions, but that we receive forgiveness of sin and become righteous before God by grace, for Christ’s
sake, through faith, 2 when we believe that Christ suffered for us and that for his sake our sin is forgiven and righteousness and eternal
life are given to us. 3 For God will regard and reckon this faith as righteousness, as Paul says in Romans 3:21-26 and 4:5.

AC V. [THE OFFICE OF THE MINISTRY] : 1 To obtain such faith God instituted the office of the ministry, that is, provided the Gospel
and the sacraments. 2 Through these, as through means, he gives the Holy Spirit, who works faith, when and where he pleases, in those
who hear the Gospel. 3 And the Gospel teaches that we have a gracious God, not by our own merits but by the merit of Christ, when
we believe this.

4 Condemned are the Anabaptists and others5 who teach that the Holy Spirit comes to us through our own preparations, thoughts,
and works without the external word of the Gospel.



 Distinctions between true & false preachers/teachers
Only true shepherds preach the way to heaven; False shepherds/teachers preach the way to hell

Acts 20:28 "Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd
the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.

1 Timothy 4:16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those
who hear you.

2 Timothy 4:1-5 1 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His
appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all
longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires,
because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be
turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

1 Peter 5:2-3 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for
dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock

Among the questions in Ordination/Installation rite for pastors in our church body:
+Do you believe and confess the canonical books of the OT and NT to be the inspired Word of God and the only infallible rule of faith
and practice?
+Do you confess the three Ecumenical Creeds, namely the Apostles’, the Nicene, and the Athanasian Creeds, as faithful testimonies to
the truth of Holy Scriptures, and do you reject all the errors which they condemn?
+Do you confess the Unaltered Augsburg Confession to be a true exposition of Holy Scripture and a correct exhibition of the doctrine
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church?  And do you confess that the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Small and Large
Catechisms of Martin Luther, the Smalcald Articles, the Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope, and the Formula of
Concord—as these are contained in the Book of Concord—are also in agreement with this one scriptural faith?
+Do you promise that you will perform the duties of your office in accordance with these Confessions, and that all your preaching
and teaching and your administration of the Sacraments will be in conformity with Holy Scripture and with these Confessions?
+…Will you demonstrate to the Church a constant and ready ministry centered in the Gospel?
+…Will you be diligent in the study of Holy Scriptures and the Confessions?
Reason for the rite: because we, as Christians, as God’s people, are concerned about true doctrine (Pastors & Congregation)

“The preacher today according to Luther must be able to say, ‘Thus saith the Lord.’ But no one should believe him unless he can also
say, ‘It is written’…Nothing must be preached in church except the sure , pure, and one Word of God…The Church must teach God’s
word and be sure of it.” [Herman A. Preus, A Theology to Live By (St. Louis: CPH, 1977), 171.]

 Why are we tempted not to distinguish?
+True preachers sometimes sound boring, some not dynamic or easy to follow; don’t tell us what we want to hear
+False preachers often ‘sound’ better; say what we want to hear; easy to follow; speak in a conversational style; don’t readily
condemn us as sinners in all that we do

 Characteristic of the Lord’s sheep
They know the shepherd’s voice
They follow Him
They flee from false shepherds/teachers/preachers

 Necessary for the sheep to judge doctrine/teaching of their shepherds on the basis of God’s Word
+Means that you are to know Scripture for themselves; no one can believe for you—you must believe for yourself
+Means that you are to judge what you hear, not according to the sound, but according to the content, whether it is right and true
according to Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions

A member of a Lutheran congregation should be able to distinguish pure doctrine from false doctrines. Only spineless Lutherans can
say: "What do I care about doctrinal controversies! They do not concern me in the least. I'll let those who are more learned than I am
bother their heads about such matters." They may even be offended when they observe that religious leaders engage in doctrinal
disputes. A genuine Lutheran will not forget that in the Epistle of Jude also lay Christians are admonished "earnestly to contend for the
faith which was once delivered to the saints." [Jude 1:3] What is more, Christ warns all Christians: "Beware of false prophets." And
St. John writes in his first epistle: "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God, because many false
prophets are gone out into the world." [1 John 4:1]
It is a settled fact that whoever is indifferent to false doctrine is indifferent also to pure doctrine and his soul's salvation, and has no
right to bear the name Lutheran and the name of Christ. (Walther's Words of Welcome to New Members)


