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Pentecost 11, 2011A
861 “Christ Be My Leader”
*531 “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus”
718 “Jesus Lead Thou On”

“Following Christ”

Intro: Expectations in movies—the good guys always win; the guy gets the girl; “they live
happily ever after”

I. Jesus’ Cross—necessary, Peter’s reaction
21From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third
day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from
you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind
me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of
God, but on the things of man.” (Matthew 16:21-23)

 God’s necessary work in the world—suffering death, resurrection; works in mysterious ways,
contrary to our own

1 Corinthians 1:22-25 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we
preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to
those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25

Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than
men. [Christ is a stumbling block]

 Peter’s reaction—common characteristic of all of us
 Not what we expect—the righteous do suffer, ‘bad things’ do happen to godly people, the

wicked flourish and get away
Psalm 37:7-9 7 Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who
prospers in his way, Because of the man who brings wicked schemes to pass. 8 Cease from
anger, and forsake wrath; Do not fret -- it only causes harm. 9 For evildoers shall be cut off; But
those who wait on the LORD, They shall inherit the earth.

II. Coming after Christ—denying self, taking up the cross, following him
24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross and follow me. 25For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole
world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life? 27For the Son of
Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each
person according to what he has done. 28Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here
who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” (Matthew
16:24-28)

 Denying self
Romans 12:16-21 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with
the lowly. Never be conceited. 17Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is
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honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry,
feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning
coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Philippians 3:7-9 7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet
indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord,
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ
9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which
is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;

 Taking up the cross—suffering for Christ’s sake, because one is a Christian; we don’t choose
them—they are laid upon us

1 Peter 2:20-21 20b But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is
commendable before God. 21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps. [suffer patiently]

James 1:2-4 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the
testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be
perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

LSB 756 “Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me”
1 Why should cross and trial grieve me? Christ is near with His cheer; never will He leave me.
Who can rob me of the heaven that God’s Son for me won When His life was given.
2 When life’s troubles rise to meet me, though their weight may be great, they will not defeat
me.  God , my loving Savior, sends them; He who knows all my woes knows how best to end
them.

 Following Christ—not gray area, but black and white; either you are or you are not!; means
losing one’s life to God, thus saving it

 Christ’s Words are black and white, not gray

LSB 730 “What is the World to Me”
4 What is the world to me!  My Jesus is my treasure, my life, my health, my wealth, my friend,
my love, my pleasure, My joy, my crown my all, my bliss eternally.  Once more, then, I declare:
What is the world to me!
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Notes

I.
“Historically, Peter’s refusal to accept the divine necessity that Jesus has begun to show them
indicates that, however varied the Jewish messianic expectation is in Israel at the time, it seems
to have no room for a suffering and dying Messiah….Theologically, Peter’s response of
recoiling in horror arises out of the natural way that sinful humans think about how God-if he
really is God—would choose to work in the world.  Peter’s words are on display as the parade
example of ‘normal’ human theologizing.  If Jesus is God’s Christ, then let there be an end to the
defeatist talk about suffering and death.” (Gibbs, Concordia Commentary, Matthew 11:2-20:34,
838-839)

“Peter’s words shave shown that he is taking his stand against the Lord and against His
Anointed.” (Gibbs, Concordia Commentary, Matthew 11:2-20:34, 840)

“Peter’s thoughts were not in a line with God’s will and work, but were solely the product of his
own mind and heart.  He was still concerned with his own problems only; he had not acquired
the wider vision necessary in the kingdom of God; his thoughts were yet of the earth, earthly.”
(Kretzmann, Popular Commentary, NT, Vol 1, 90)

II.
Two related tendencies emphasized in today’s context that are alive and well in every fallen
human creature who, by God’s gracious invitation, wants to be Jesus’ disciple:

1. To think—and insist—that God’s way of dealing with the world and its evil should
conform to our way, that is, a way of power and success…To deny ourselves means
that we will not assume or believe that God’s way of working in the world will conform
to our expectations or definitions of success or efficiency or glory.

2. For a disciple to personally appropriate the insistence that God work in humanly
powerful ways, so that the disciple desires to exercise power over others, especially
over fellow disciples, so that he can accomplish what he believes should be done.
Living in each disciple is the dark conviction that can destroy unity and do untold
damage to the cause and name of Christ: ‘put me in charge, and I’ll set things aright.’
This conviction can take the form of ambition, a disguise considered good, even in the
church.  It readily sprouts forth as criticism, competition, and one-upmanship.  Quiet,
prideful comparison in which one doesn’t actually do anything, but merely demeans a
brother or sister, is the way that the more introverted sinners might choose to worship
Lord Self and to think ‘the things of men’ over against ‘the things of God.’  Ambition,
comparison, and criticism are all ways of embracing and exalting oneself, rather than
denying oneself. (Gibbs, Concordia Commentary, Matthew 11:2-20:34, 842)

“The preceding context (16:21-26) has been full of polar opposites: Death and resurrection, God
vs. Satan, ‘the things of God’ vs. ‘the things of men,’ saving one’s life vs. losing it. In light of
these black-and-white alternatives, with no gray area or middle ground in between them, it seems
virtually certain that the ‘work’ of each person is either discipleship or apostasy.  Either a person
has taken up the cross or has not, has followed Christ in faith or believes in another, has
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attempted to save his own life or has lost it for the sake of Christ.  This does not involve a sliding
scaled or a graded comparison.  A person does one or the other, just as the one either does the
will of the Father or not.  Jesus’ words here should not be heard as a call to be ‘faithful enough’
or ‘better’ in one’s life of discipleship.  They are simply and comprehensively the call to deny
oneself, take up the cross, and continue to follow him who is coming again as the Judge of all
people and all things.” (Gibbs, Concordia Commentary, Matthew 11:2-20:34, 845)

“Denial of self, of all self-righteousness, of all selfishness, is natural for a Christ that partakes of
the spirit of Christ; taking up the cross, whatever of burden, whatever of trial and persecution and
trouble and labor and peril and death the heavenly Father may see fit to impose—that is the
cheerful burden of the Christian, because it means following Him.  He who aims to find in this
life, in this world, all that his heart desires, will, but that fact, lose the real life in and with Christ.
but he who will cheerfully give up all that this life, this world, may offer and given him, for the
sake of Jesus, his Savior, will find true, abounding, everlasting life in the Redeemer.”
(Kretzmann, Popular Commentary, NT, Vol 1, 91)

Luther: “To take the cross upon one means: for the sake of the Word and the faith voluntarily to
take and to bear the hatred of the devil, of the world, of the flesh, of sin, and of death.  Here it is
not necessary to choose a cross.  Just begin the first part of the life and deny thyself, that is,
rebuke the righteousness of works, and confess the righteousness of faith, and immediately the
other part will also be there, namely, the cross which thou then shalt take upon thyself, just as
Christ took His upon Himself.” (Kretzmann, Popular Commentary, NT, Vol 1, 91)


