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Reformation Sunday, 2011A
Hymn of Invocation: 656 “A Mighty Fortress is our God”
Gloria: 948 “All Glory Be To God Alone”
Hymn of Day: 580 “The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace”
Sanctus: DS4, 208
Agnus Dei: DS3, 198
Post-Communion Hymn: 617 “O Lord, We Praise Thee”
Closing Hymn: 645 “Built on the Rock”

John 8:31–36

31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed
in him, “If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, 32and you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They
answered him, “We are offspring of
Abraham and have never been enslaved to
anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will
become free’?” 34Jesus answered them,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who
commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave
does not remain in the house forever; the son
remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you
free, you will be free indeed."

31 :Elegen ou=n o ̀ VIhsou/j pro.j tou.j
pepisteuko,taj auvtw/| VIoudai,ouj( VEa.n um̀ei/j
mei,nhte evn tw/| lo,gw| tw/| evmw/|( avlhqw/j
maqhtai, mou, evste 32 kai. gnw,sesqe th.n
avlh,qeian( kai. h ̀avlh,qeia evleuqerw,sei ùma/jÅ
33 avpekri,qhsan pro.j auvto,n( Spe,rma
VAbraa,m evsmen kai. ouvdeni. dedouleu,kamen
pw,pote\ pw/j su. le,geij o[ti VEleu,qeroi
genh,sesqeÈ 34 avpekri,qh auvtoi/j o ̀ VIhsou/j(
VAmh.n avmh.n le,gw um̀i/n o[ti pa/j ò poiw/n th.n
am̀arti,an dou/lo,j evstin th/j àmarti,ajÅ 35 ò
de. dou/loj ouv me,nei evn th/| oivki,a| eivj to.n
aivw/na( o ̀uiò.j me,nei eivj to.n aivw/naÅ 36 eva.n
ou=n ò uiò.j um̀a/j evleuqerw,sh|( o;ntwj
evleu,qeroi e;sesqeÅ

Psalm 25:5 Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; On You I wait
all the day.

ABIDING/REMAINING/CONTINUING -- INCHRIST&HISWORD

Matthew 24:13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved.

John 15:4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.

Fidelity to Christ’s doctrine is rare, especially when people encounter an evil wind.  To be sure, many
become Christians and hold firmly to the Gospel at first; but then they abandon it…But those who
stick to the Gospel are the true disciples.  The others are false Christians and false brethren. (LW 23,
393)

This is the distinction between the true and the false disciples.  The latter hear the Word with its
promise: ‘If you believe in Me, I will not forsake you.  You shall be a lord, free from death, devil, and
sin, and I will give you eternal life.’  We who believe in Him are promised a good conscience,
salvation, a merciful God, and freedom from all harm.  But we must advance beyond the position of
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beginners and novices, who never reach the point where they taste and experience that God is a Man
who can deliver from both physical and spiritual need.  They do not stand fast and survive the danger.
They fear for their goods, their peace of mind, and their comfort.  They are too impatient, and they do
not want to suffer. Therefore they never experience spiritual consolation, nor do they ever find out
what God really is, or what a great comfort is available to them, or how this tastes. Those are the false
Christians.  They hear and learn much, yet they never come to a knowledge of the truth.  They do not
understand the truth.  They do learn to speak the words, as a parrot or parakeet repeats words spoken
by the people.  But their heart does not feel them; they remain unchanged and do not taste and
perceive; for it is difficult and trying to remain faithful.  Such people have no solid foundation.  The
divine Word alone is the cornerstone, the I-beam, the girder, the stanchion, and the pillar undergirding
our constancy.  Therefore it is imperative that we hold to the plain Word of God, that we cling to the
words of Christ…(LW 23, 399-400)

Jude 1:3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found
it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all
delivered to the saints.

TRUE FREEDOM
Not political, not fleshly, not dependent on earthly ruler/leader/figure, not from tyranny/laws of land—
Freedom in Christ, freedom from sin & God’s wrath, freedom in conscience

Luther & The Reformation—The Gospel

Romans 3:19–23 19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law,
so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by
works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge
of sin.

21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and
the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who
believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,

One thing, and only one thing, is necessary for Christian life, righteousness, and freedom.  That one
thing is the most holy Word of God, the gospel of Christ, as Christ says, John 11[:25], “I am the
resurrection and the life, he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live”; and John 8 [:36], “so
if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed”; and Matt. 4 [:4], “Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.  Let us then consider it certain and
firmly established that the soul can do without anything except the Word of god and that were the
Word of God is missing there is no help at all for the soul.  If it has the Word of god it is rich and lacks
nothing since it is the Word of life, truth, light, peace, righteousness, salvation, joy, liberty, wisdom,
power, grace, glory, and of every incalculable blessing. [The Freedom of A Christian-Dr. Martin
Luther:  (Dillenberger, John (ed.) (1962). Martin Luther, Selections from His Writings, p54)]

Romans 6:22 But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your
fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.
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Romans 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and
death.

2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

This is the freedom with which Christ has set us free, not from some human slavery or tyrannical
authority but from the eternal wrath of God. Where? In the conscience. This is where our freedom
comes to a halt; it goes no further. For Christ has set us free, not for a political freedom or a freedom of
the flesh but for a theological or spiritual freedom, that is, to make our conscience free and joyful,
unafraid of the wrath to come (Matt. 3:7). This is the most genuine freedom; it is immeasurable. When
the other kinds of freedom—political freedom and the freedom of the flesh—are compared with the
greatness and the glory of this kind of freedom, they hardly amount to one little drop. For who can
express what a great gift it is for someone to be able to declare for certain that God neither is nor ever
will be wrathful but will forever he a gracious and merciful Father for the sake of Christ? It is surely a
great and incomprehensible freedom to have this Supreme Majesty kindly disposed toward us,
protecting and helping us, and finally even setting us free physically in such a way that our body,
which is sown in perishability, in dishonor, and in weakness, is raised in imperishability, in honor, and
in power (1 Cor. 15:42–43). Therefore the freedom by which we are free of the wrath of God forever is
greater than heaven and earth and all creation.

From this there follows the other freedom, by which we are made safe and free through Christ from
the Law, from sin, death, the power of the devil, hell, etc. For just as the wrath of God cannot terrify
us—since Christ has set us free from it—so the Law, sin, etc., cannot accuse and condemn us. Even
though the Law denounces us and sin terrifies us, they still cannot plunge us into despair. For faith,
which is the victor over the world (1 John 5:4), quickly declares: “Those things have nothing to do
with me, for Christ has set me free from them.” So it is that death, which is the most powerful and
horrible thing in the world, lies conquered in our conscience through this freedom of the Spirit.
Therefore the greatness of Christian freedom should be carefully measured and pondered. The words
“freedom from the wrath of God, from the Law, sin, death, etc.,” are easy to say; but to feel the
greatness of this freedom and to apply its results to oneself in a struggle, in the agony of conscience,
and in practice—this is more difficult than anyone can say. (LW 26)

#2410 A Liberty of the Soul of Man, p776…In the conscience.  There our liberty stays.  It does not go
any farther; for Christ did not free us in the political and in the carnal sense but in the theological or
spiritual sense, that is, He has so freed us that our conscience is free and glad because it does not fear
the wrath that is to come.  This is real and inestimable liberty, in comparison with the greatness and
majesty of which the others (political and carnal) scarcely are one drop or speck.  For who can tell how
great a matter it is for anyone to be sure that God is not angry or will never be angry, but that to
eternity He will be a gracious and kind Father for Christ’s sake?  The fact that we enjoy the favor,
protection, and help of the Supreme Majesty and that He will finally so free us also corporeally that
our body, which is sowed in corruption, in shame and in weakness, will rise again in incorruption, in
glory and power - this fact is certainly a great and incomprehensible liberty. (W 40 II, 3f - E Gal. 2,
288f - SL 9, 603)

Galatians 5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be
entangled again with a yoke of bondage.


