
The first matter is the faith which is truly to 

be perceived in all the words of God. This 

faith does not merely consist in believing 

that this story is true, as it is written. For that 

does not avail anything, because everyone, 

even the damned, believe that. Concerning 

faith, Scripture and God’s word do not teach 

that it is a natural work, without grace. 

Rather the faith that is the right one, rich in 

grace, demanded by God’s word and deed, 

is that you firmly believe Christ is born for you and that his birth 

is yours, and come to pass for your benefit. For the Gospel 

teaches that Christ was born for our sake and that he did 

everything and suffered all things for our sake, just as the angel 

says here: “I announce to you a great joy which will come to all 

people; for to you is born this day a Savior who is Christ the 

Lord” [Luke 2:10–11]. From these words you see clearly that he 

was born for us. 

He does not simply say: “Christ is born,” but: “for you is he 

born.” Again, he does not say: “I announce a joy,” but: “to you do 

I announce a great joy.” Again, this joy will not remain in Christ, 

but is for all people. A damned or a wicked man does not have 

this faith, nor can he have it. For the right foundation of all 

salvation which unites Christ and the believing heart in this 

manner is that everything they have individually becomes 

something they hold in common. What is it that they have? 

Christ has a pure, innocent, holy birth. Man has an impure, 

sinful, damned birth, as David says in Psalm 51[:5]: “Behold, in 

sin am I fashioned in the womb, and in sin did my mother 

conceive me.” There is no remedy for this except through the 

pure birth of Christ. Now the birth of Christ cannot be distributed 

physically, even as that would not be of any help either. For this 

reason it is distributed spiritually, by means of the word, to 

everyone, as the angel says, so that all who firmly believe that it 

is given to them in this manner shall not be harmed by their 

impure birth; this is the manner and means to become cleansed 

from the stain of the birth we have from miserable Adam. Christ 

willed to be born so that we might be born in different manner, as 

he says in John 3[:3–6]. This happens through that faith, as James 

1[:18] says: “He has born us of his own will through his word of 

truth, so that we begin to be his new creation.” In this manner Christ 

takes to himself our birth and absorbs it in his birth; he presents us 

with his birth so that we become pure and new in it, as if it were our 

own, so that every Christian might rejoice in this birth of Christ and 

glory in it no less than if he, too, like Christ, had been born bodily of 

Mary. Whoever does not believe this or has doubts about it, is not a 

Christian. 

This is the great joy, of which the angel speaks, this is the 

consolation and the superabundant goodness of God, that man (if he 

has this faith) may boast of such treasure as that Mary is his real 

mother, Christ his brother, and God his father. For these things are, 

all of them, true and they come to pass, provided we believe them; 

this is the chief part and chief good in all the gospels, before one 

derives from them teaching concerning good works. Christ, above all 

things, must become ours and we his, before we undertake good 

works. That happens in no other way than through such faith; it 

teaches the right understanding of the gospels and it seizes hold on 

them in the right place. That makes for the right knowledge of Christ; 

from it the conscience becomes happy, free, and contented; from it 

grow love and praise of God, because it is he who has given us freely 

such superabundant goods in Christ. Then there follows a mind right 

willing to do, to refrain from doing, and to suffer everything that is 

pleasing to God, be it a matter of living or dying, as I have said many 

times. This is the meaning of Isaiah 9[:6]: “To us a child is born, and 

to us a son is given.” To us, to us, born to us and given to us. 

Therefore see to it that you derive from the Gospel not only 

enjoyment of the story as such, for that does not last long. Nor should 

you derive from it only an example, for that does not hold up without 

faith. But see to it that you make his birth your own, and that you 

make an exchange with him, so that you rid yourself of your birth 

and receive, instead, his. This happens, if you have this faith. By this 

token you sit assuredly in the Virgin Mary’s lap and are her dear 

child. This faith you have to practice and to pray for as long as you 

live; you can never strengthen it enough. That is our foundation and 

our inheritance; on it the good works are to be built. (Luther, M. (1999, 
c1974). Vol. 52: Luther's works, vol. 52 : Sermons II (J. J. Pelikan, H. C. Oswald & 

H. T. Lehmann, Ed.). Luther's Works (Vol. 52, Page 14-16). Philadelphia: Fortress 

Press.) 


