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The Nativity of our Lord, Christmas Day, 2011B
Hymn of Invocation: 387 “Joy to the World”
Entrance Hymn: 389 “Let All Together Praise Our God” D
Gloria: 368 “Angels We Have Heard on High”
Hymn after OT: 361 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
Hymn after Epistle: 375 “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising” (1-2, 4-5)
Hymn of Day: 379 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
Hymn after sermon: 384 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”
Hymn (in place of Sanctus): 383 “A Great and Mighty Wonder (1-2, 4)
Post-Communion Hymn: 386 “Now Sing We Now Rejoice” (1-3)
Closing Hymn: 380 “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”

Unto You The Savior is Born

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.
2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be
registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn.

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring
you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known
to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.
17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this
child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up
all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. (Luke 2:1–20)

Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people.
11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a

manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those

with whom he is pleased!”

2nd Article of the Apostles’ Creed, “I believe in Jesus Christ, born of the virgin Mary…”
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BORN OF THE VIRGIN, WRAPPED IN SWADDLING CLOTHS
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.
2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be
registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn.

Luther: This Gospel is so clear that it requires very little explanation, but it should be well
considered and taken deeply to hear, and no one will receive more benefit from it than those
who, with a calm, quiet heart, banish everything else from their mind, and diligently look into it.
[John Lenker, ed. Sermons of Martin Luther, Vol 1-2 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books), 137]

Luther: Behold how very ordinary and common things are to us that transpire on earth, and yet
how high they are regarded in heaven.  On earth it occurs in this wise: Here is a poor young
woman, Mary of Nazareth, not highly esteemed, but of the humblest of citizens of the village.
No one is conscious of the great wonder she bears, she is silent, keeps her own counsel, and
regards herself as the lowliest in the town…What distinctions there are in the world…The
Evangelist shows how, when they arrived at Bethlehem, they were the most insignificant and
despised, so that they had to make way for others until their were obliged to take refuge in a
stable, to share with the cattle, lodging, table, bedchamber and bed, while many a wicked man
sat at the head in the hotels and was honored as lord.  No one noticed or was conscious of what
God was doing in that stable…See ho God shows that he utterly disregards what the world is, has
or desires; and furthermore, that the world shows how little it knows or notices what God is, has
and does. [John Lenker, ed. Sermons of Martin Luther, Vol 1-2 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Books), 137-138]

Luther: The birth itself is still more pitiful.  There was no one to take pity on this young wife
who was for the first time to give birth to a child; no one to take to heart her condition that she, a
stranger, did not have the least things a mother needs in a birth-night…[John Lenker, ed.
Sermons of Martin Luther, Vol 1-2 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books), 139]

Luther: But what happens in heaven concerning this birth?  As much as it is despised on earth, so
much and a thousand times more is it honored in heaven.  It is the purpose of the divine Word, to
teach us to know God and His work, and to see that this life is nothing.  For as he does not live
according to this life and does not have possessions nor temporal honor and power, he does not
regard these and says nothing concerning them, but teaches only the contrary.  He works in
opposition to these temporal things, looks with favor upon that form which the world turns,
teaches that from which it flees and takes up that which it discards.  And although we are not
willing to tolerate such acts of God and do not want to receive blessing, honor and life in this
way, yet it must remain so.  God does not change his purpose, nor does he teach or act differently
than he purposed.  We must adapt ourselves to Him, He will not adapt Himself to us.  Moreover,
he who will not regard His Word, nor the manner in which he works to bring comfort to men,
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has assuredly no good evidence of being saved.  In what more lovely manner could he have
shown his grace to the humble and despised of earth, than through this birth in poverty, over
which the angels rejoice, and make it known to no one but to the poor shepherds? [John Lenker,
ed. Sermons of Martin Luther, Vol 1-2 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books), 141, 142]

Luther: Thus we do not permit this cause to be minimized either; for He whose cause it is, is
great. Once He was small, when He lay in the manger; and yet even then He was so great that He
was worshiped by angels and proclaimed as the Lord of all (Luke 2:11). Therefore we will not
permit His Word to suffer injury in any doctrine. In the doctrines of the faith nothing should
seem small or insignificant to us, as though we should or could surrender it. For the forgiveness
of sins pertains to those who are weak in faith and morals, who acknowledge their sin and seek
forgiveness, but not to the subverters of doctrine, who do not acknowledge their error and sin but
defend them vigorously as though they were truth and righteousness. By this means they cause
us to lose the forgiveness of sins, because they distort and deny the Word that proclaims and
confers the forgiveness of sins. Therefore let them first come into accord with us in Christ; that
is, let them acknowledge their sin and correct their error. Then if we are deficient in the spirit of
meekness, they will have a right to accuse us.

GOOD NEWS—UNTO YOU IS BORN A SAVIOR
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you
good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,14“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

Gloria in Excelsis (Glory be to God on High)
DS 3 (LSB p187), “Glory be to God on high: and on earth peace, good-will toward men”
DS 4 (LSB p204), “To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; Good-will from God in
heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!

Isaiah 9:6-7 (OT reading) 6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government
shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and of peace there will
be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of
hosts will do this.

SEEING THE SIGN-JUST AS THE LORD HAD MADE KNOWN
15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us
go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to
us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.
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17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this
child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured
up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

It is impossible for a Christian not to give evidence in words and deeds of the faith that lives in
his heart when he has seen and found Jesus the Savior in the Gospel. [Kretzmann]

Many a person is struck by the beauty of the Gospel-story and expresses his views accordingly,
but few there are that take the time to meditate upon the great facts of our salvation, to move
them back and forth in their hearts, to examine them from all sides, to discover all the beauties of
these priceless treasures. [Kretzmann]

All believers in Christ, the Savior…are blessed in the same measure as the shepherds. In their
external behavior and bearing there does not seem to be much difference between them and the
children of the world. They attend to the work of their calling and are not ashamed if the Lord
has given them a lowly station in life. But in their heart there is glorious light and life. In the
midst of the heat and toil of the day they rejoice in God, their Savior, who has delivered them
from all the toil and trouble of this earthly life and opened the glories of heaven to them.
[Kretzmann]

Luther: The first matter is the faith which is truly to be perceived in all the words of God. This
faith does not merely consist in believing that this story is true, as it is written. For that does not
avail anything, because everyone, even the damned, believe that. Concerning faith, Scripture and
God’s word do not teach that it is a natural work, without grace. Rather the faith that is the right
one, rich in grace, demanded by God’s word and deed, is that you firmly believe Christ is born
for you and that his birth is yours, and come to pass for your benefit. For the Gospel teaches that
Christ was born for our sake and that he did everything and suffered all things for our sake, just
as the angel says here: “I announce to you a great joy which will come to all people; for to you is
born this day a Savior who is Christ the Lord” [Luke 2:10–11]. From these words you see clearly
that he was born for us.

Psalm 98:2-4 2 The LORD has made known His salvation; His righteousness He has revealed in
the sight of the nations. 3 He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the house of
Israel; All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 4 Shout joyfully to the
LORD, all the earth; Break forth in song, rejoice, and sing praises.


