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Epiphany 3, 2012B
915 “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”
*839  “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”
TLH 485 “Lord Jesus, Who Are Come” (Insert, Tune: LSB 703)

“According to the Word of the Lord”

1Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that
great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah arose and went to
Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three
days’ journey in breadth. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called
out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed
God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them

[6] The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his robe,
covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.  [7] And he issued a proclamation and
published through Nineveh, "By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast,
herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water,  [8] but let man and beast be
covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil
way and from the violence that is in his hands.  [9] Who knows? God may turn and relent and
turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not perish."

10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the
disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. (Jonah 3:1–5, 6-9, 10)

THE GNAYSAYERS AND BIBLICAL TRUTH

“Much discussion has focused o the nature of the book (of Jonah).  The incredibility of some of
the events related there (e.g., Jonah surviving inside the fish, the fantastic rate of growth of the
plant) has prompted many scholars to identify the book as allegory (in which the characters and
events are symbolic), as parable (a story with a moral behind it), or as a midrash (a story
intended to convey religious truth by elaborating and embellishing an even tin a historical
setting).  Thus it would be claimed that the events did not really happen, but that the story is
obviously contrived with some type of moral in view.” (Hill & Walton, A Survey of the Old
Testament, p383)

“The story of Jonah is neither an account of actual happenings, nor an allegory of the destiny of
Israel or of the Messiah; it is fiction—a short story with a  moral—like the book of Ruth…or the
stories about Daniel” – “The author of the story utilized ancient myths and folk tales in his story
of the fish.” (Pfeiffer, Introduction to the Old Testament, p587; quoted in Laetsch, The Minor
Prophets, p216)

Luther: “Who would believe this story and not regard it a lie and a fairy tale if it were not
recorded in Scripture?” (LW 19, p68)
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Christian belief: We believe in a God who has revealed Himself in the Bible, which according to
Christ—who calls Himself the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6)—cannot be broken
(John 10:356), is the truth (John 17:17).  In this revelation of Himself God tells us that He is a
God whose understanding is past searching out (Is. 40:28; Ps. 147:5); Rom. 11:33); that with
Him nothing shall be impossible (Matt. 19:26; Luke 1:37; Rom. 4:21).  What is man to limit
God’s wisdom and power to such matters as man can grasp and understand?  We are not to exalt
ourselves against the knowledge of God, but to bring into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ and His Word.” (Laetsch, The Minor Prophets, p217)

Purpose of Jonah’s delivery out of the belly of the fish: “To prophecy and typify the greatest
miracle on earth, that miracle on which our entire Christian faith, the certainty of our redemption,
our hope of resurrection and eternal life is founded.  In face, Christ Himself connects His unique
rest of three days and three nights in the grave before His resurrection with Jonah’s being three
days and three nights in the belly of the fish, ‘as Jonas—so the Son of Man.’  Christ evidently
regarded Jonah 1:17 not as parable or fiction, but as a historical fact, as historical as His
resurrection.” (Laetsch, The Minor Prophets, p218)

Matthew 12:38-40 38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, "Teacher, we
want to see a sign from You." 39 But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous
generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.
40 "For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of
Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

THE CALLING AND PROCLAMATION OF JONAH
Jonah 1:1-17 1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2 "Arise,
go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before
Me." 3 But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to
Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down into it, to go with
them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. 4 But the LORD sent out a great wind on the
sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship was about to be broken up. 5
Then the mariners were afraid; and every man cried out to his god, and threw the cargo that was
in the ship into the sea, to lighten the load. But Jonah had gone down into the lowest parts of the
ship, had lain down, and was fast asleep. 6 So the captain came to him, and said to him, "What
do you mean, sleeper? Arise, call on your God; perhaps your God will consider us, so that we
may not perish." 7 And they said to one another, "Come, let us cast lots, that we may know for
whose cause this trouble has come upon us." So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 Then
they said to him, "Please tell us! For whose cause is this trouble upon us? What is your
occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people are you?"
9 So he said to them, "I am a Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the
sea and the dry land." 10 Then the men were exceedingly afraid, and said to him, "Why have you
done this?" For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told
them. 11 Then they said to him, "What shall we do to you that the sea may be calm for us?" -- for
the sea was growing more tempestuous. 12 And he said to them, "Pick me up and throw me into
the sea; then the sea will become calm for you. For I know that this great tempest is because of
me." 13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard to return to land, but they could not, for the sea



3

continued to grow more tempestuous against them. 14 Therefore they cried out to the LORD and
said, "We pray, O LORD, please do not let us perish for this man's life, and do not charge us
with innocent blood; for You, O LORD, have done as it pleased You." 15 So they picked up
Jonah and threw him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. 16 Then the men feared the
LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice to the LORD and took vows. 17 Now the LORD had
prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and
three nights.

1 Peter 4:11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him
do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus
Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Psalm 33:8-10 8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe
of Him. 9 For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast. 10 The LORD brings
the counsel of the nations to nothing; He makes the plans of the peoples of no effect.

THE RESULT OF SUCH PROCLAMATION— Repentance: The Word is never fruitless or without
power

Isaiah 55:10-11 10 "For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, And do not return
there, But water the earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it may give seed to the sower
And bread to the eater, 11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not
return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for
which I sent it.

1 Corinthians 3:5-115 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you
believed, as the Lord gave to each one? 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.
7 So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.
8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward
according to his own labor. 9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you are
God's building. 10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master
builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he
builds on it. 11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ.

Hebrews 4:12-13 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His
sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.
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Luke 24:44-47 44 Then He said to them, "These are the words which I spoke to you while I was
still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the
Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me." 45 And He opened their understanding, that they
might comprehend the Scriptures. 46 Then He said to them, "Thus it is written, and thus it was
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, 47 "and that repentance
and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

Matthew 16:13-17 13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His
disciples, saying, "Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?" 14 So they said, "Some say
John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15 He said to them,
"But who do you say that I am?" 16 Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God." 17 Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.

THE REACTION OF JONAH AND OUR OWN

Matthew 18:21-35 21 Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" 22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up
to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 23 "Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a
certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 "And when he had begun to
settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 "But as he was
not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he
had, and that payment be made. 26 "The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, 'Master,
have patience with me, and I will pay you all.' 27 "Then the master of that servant was moved
with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. 28 "But that servant went out and
found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and
took him by the throat, saying, 'Pay me what you owe!' 29 "So his fellow servant fell down at his
feet and begged him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.' 30 "And he would
not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. 31 "So when his fellow
servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that
had been done. 32 "Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, 'You wicked servant! I
forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 33 'Should you not also have had compassion
on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?' 34 "And his master was angry, and delivered
him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. 35 "So My heavenly Father also
will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses."

The Fifth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer: And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
What does this mean? We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at our
sins, or deny our prayer because of them. We are neither worthy of the things for which we pray,
nor have we deserved them, but we ask that He would give them all to us by grace, for we daily
sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment. So we too will sincerely forgive and gladly
do good to those who sin against us. (Luther’s Small Catechism)
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GOD’S GRACE
Romans 11:5-6 5 Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of
grace. 6 And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if
it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work.

Romans 4:1-8 1 What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the
flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before
God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him
for righteousness." 4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. 5
But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is
accounted for righteousness, 6 just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom
God imputes righteousness apart from works: 7 "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are
forgiven, And whose sins are covered; 8 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute
sin."

Psalm 32:1-2 1 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered. 2 Blessed is
the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit.

Jonah 4:2 So he prayed to the LORD, and said, "Ah, LORD, was not this what I said when I was
still in my country? Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that You are a gracious
and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing
harm.

Psalm 103:8-13 8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, and abounding in mercy. 9
He will not always strive with us, Nor will He keep His anger forever. 10 He has not dealt with
us according to our sins, Nor punished us according to our iniquities. 11 For as the heavens are
high above the earth, So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; 12 As far as the east is
from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us. 13 As a father pities his
children, So the LORD pities those who fear Him.


