
The Ascension of Our Lord 
 

Now Christ did not go to the Father for His own sake or for His own 

Person. For this would not have helped us and could not be called our 

righteousness. But just as He came down from heaven for our sakes and 

became our flesh and blood, so He also ascended into heaven for our 

sakes after conquering sin, death, and hell and entering into His 

dominion, by which He redeems us from all this and gives us 

forgiveness of sin, power, and victory over the devil and death. Such is 

the nature of His reign that His kingdom is called and is 

“righteousness,” that is, the righteousness which abolishes sin and 

unrighteousness and makes man righteous and acceptable before God. 

 

This righteousness, however, is completely concealed, not only 

from the world but also from the saints. It is not a thought, a word, or a 

work in ourselves, as the scholastics fantasied about grace when they 

said that it is something poured into our hearts.
20
 No, it is entirely 

outside and above us; it is Christ’s going to the Father, that is, His 

suffering, resurrection, and ascension. Christ placed this outside the 

sphere of our senses; we cannot see and feel it. The only way it can be 

grasped is by faith in the Word preached about him, which tells us that 

He Himself is our Righteousness. Thus St. Paul says in 1 Cor. 1:30: 

“Whom God made our Wisdom, our Righteousness and Sanctification 

and Redemption,” in order that before God we may boast, not of 

ourselves but solely of this Lord. 

 

This is a peculiar righteousness; it is strange indeed that we are to be 

called righteous or to possess a righteousness which is really no work, 

no thought, in short, nothing whatever in us but is entirely outside us in 

Christ and yet becomes truly ours by reason of His grace and gift, and 

becomes our very own, as though we ourselves had achieved and earned 

it.  
 

 
(Luther, M. (1999, c1961). Vol. 24: Luther's works, vol. 24 : Sermons on the 

Gospel of St. John: Chapters 14-16 (J. J. Pelikan, H. C. Oswald & H. T. 

Lehmann, Ed.). Luther's Works (Jn 16:12). Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing 

House.) 
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You shall honor your Father and your Mother. 

(The Fourth Commandment, Large Catechism) 
 

109
 First, then, learn what this commandment requires concerning 

honor to parents. You are to esteem and prize them as the most 

precious treasure on earth. 
110

 In your words you are to behave 

respectfully toward them, and not address them discourteously, 

critically, and 
(tr-613)

 censoriously, but submit to them and hold your 

tongue, even if they go too far. 
111

 You are also to honor them by 

your actions (that is, with your body and possessions), serving them, 

helping them, and caring for them when they are old, sick, feeble, or 

poor; all this you should do not only cheerfully, but with humility 

and reverence, as in God’s sight. He who has the right attitude 

toward his parents will not allow them to suffer want or hunger, but 

will place them above himself and at his side and will share with 

them all he has to the best of his ability. 

 
112

 In the second place, notice what a great, good, and holy work is 

here assigned to children. Alas, it is utterly despised and brushed 

aside, and no one recognizes it as God’s command or as a holy, 

divine word and precept. For if we had regarded it as such, it would 

have been apparent to all that they who lived according to these 

words must also be holy men. Then there would have been no need 

to institute monasticism or “spiritual estates.” Every child would 

have remained faithful to this commandment and would have been 

able to set his conscience right toward God, saying: “If I am to do 

good and holy works, I know of none better than to show all honor 

and obedience to my parents, since God himself has commanded it. 
113

 What God commands must be much nobler than anything we 

ourselves may devise. And because there is no greater or better 

teacher to be found than God, there can also be no better teaching 

than his. Now, he amply teaches what we should do if we wish to 

perform truly good works, and by commanding them he shows that 

he is well pleased with them. So, if this is God’s command, and it 

embodies his highest wisdom, then I shall never improve upon it.”  
(Tappert, T. G. (2000, c1959). The book of concord : The confessions of the 

evangelical Lutheran church (The Large Catechism: 1, 109-113). Philadelphia: 

Fortress Press.)  
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