
July 1, 2012 
 

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We   believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 

God has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that 
this hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 

 

The works of the LORD are great, studied by all who have pleasure in them  

(Psalm 111:2) 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

 

With Cancer: Joe Fitzsimmons (Jay McDonald’s Plant Manager, wife is Donelle)  
Serving in our military: Ian & Owen  Jacobson, Jessy Moore, Joshua Weisensel, Keith 
McDonald 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Pastor Robert Benson (recently retired) is preaching for us today.  We thank the Lord 
for faithful preachers of His Holy Word! 

 
THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  

 

Today, 9am: Divine Service of the Word  
Tuesday, 9a~11am: Study of Lutheran Theology @ ALC All are invited 

Wednesday: July 4th 
Sunday, 9am: Divine Service of the Word  

 
“Scripture informs us that faith in the forgiveness of sins for Christ’s sake presupposes 
and includes other doctrines.  Scripture teaches clearly: That the knowledge of sins and 
of the consequences of sin, eternal damnation, is a prerequisite of saving faith.  As long 
as men fail to realize that their sins merit eternal damnation, and as long as they trust in 
their own goodness for eternal salvation, they have no interest in the forgiveness of sins 
obtained by Christ for the condemned sinner.  The only effective way of dealing with 
sinful man is therefore to preach first repentance and then forgiveness of sins.” (See, for      
example, Luke 24:47 & Luke 18:9-14) (F. Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol I, p82)  

 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 
 

 

The Seventh Commandment  
 

You shall not steal. 
What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not take our 
neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them in any dishonest way, but help him to 
improve and protect his possessions and income. 
 

 

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....Issues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public Radio and 

hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd  Wilken.   Listen to what you want when you want at 

www.issuesetc.org.  
 

LCMS NEWS…http://.reporter.lcms.org; http://witness.lcms.org  

 

 

THE BOOK OF CONCORD 

(Tappert Edition) 

 

APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 
 
 

[ARTICLE IV. JUSTIFICATION] 
 

WHAT IS JUSTIFYING FAITH? 
 

48 Our opponents imagine that faith is only historical knowledge and teach 
that it can exist with mortal sin. And so they say nothing about faith by which, 
as Paul says so often, men are justified, because those who are accounted 
righteous before God do not live in mortal sin. The faith that justifies,       
however, is no mere historical knowledge, but the firm acceptance of God’s 
offer promising forgiveness of sins and justification. To avoid the impression 
that it is merely knowledge, we add that to have faith means to want and to 
accept the promised offer of forgiveness of sins and justification. 

49 It is easy to determine the difference between this faith and the       
righteousness of the law. Faith is that worship which receives God’s offered 
blessing; the righteousness of the law is that worship which offers God our 
own merits. It is by faith that God wants to be worshiped, namely, that we 
receive from him what he promises and offers. 

50 Paul clearly shows that faith does not simply mean historical        
knowledge but is a firm acceptance of the promise (Rom. 4:16): “That is why 
it depends on faith, in order that the promise may be guaranteed.” For he says 
that only faith can accept the promise. He therefore correlates and connects 
promise and faith. 51 It will be easy to determine what faith is if we pay      
attention to the article of the Creed on the forgiveness of sins. So it is not 
enough to believe that Christ was born, suffered, and was raised unless we 
add this article, the purpose of the history, “the forgiveness of sins.” The rest 
must be integrated with this article, namely, that for Christ’s sake and not  
because of our own merits the forgiveness of sins is bestowed upon us. 52 For 
why did Christ have to be offered for our sins if our merits make satisfaction 

for them? (¶48-52) 

Last week 
Attendance: 15 

Offering: $630.00 


