
August 5, 2012 
 

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We   believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 

God has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that 
this hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 

 

The works of the LORD are great, studied by all who have pleasure in them  

(Psalm 111:2) 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

 

Serving in our military: Owen  Jacobson, Joshua Weisensel, Keith McDonald 

 
THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  

 

Today, 9am: Divine Service of the Word (Guest Preacher) 

Sunday, 9am: Divine Service of the Word  

 

Pastor Reeder and his family will be on vacation from July 30-August 10.  

Please call Pastor Kincaid or Pastor Cearlock of Our Redeemer-Dubuque @ 

563-588-1247 in an emergency. 

 

Pastor Kincaid of Our Redeemer-Dubuque, is preaching God’s Word for us 

today.  Thank the Lord for faithful ministers of the Word! 

 

Anniversary: 8/5, Pastor & Mei Reeder 

 
“Baptism and the Lord’s Supper certainly do belong to the foundation of the   

Christian faith, together with the Word of the Gospel, for Baptism is given ‘ fro the 

remission of sins’ (Acts 2:38), and in the Lord’s Supper Christ's body and blood are 

imparted as ‘given for you’ and ‘shed for you for the remission of sins’ (Luke 

22:19ff.; Matt. 26:26ff.).  The promise and offer of the forgiveness of sins, which is 

the foundation of faith, is contained also in the Sacraments..”   

(F. Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol I, p86) 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 
 

The Close of the Commandments 
 

Meaning: God threatens to punish all who break these commandments.  Therefore, 

we should fear His wrath and not do anything against them. But He promises grace 

and every blessing to all who keep these commandments.   Therefore, we should 

also love and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands. 

 

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....Issues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public 

Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd  Wilken.   Listen to what you want 

when you want at www.issuesetc.org.  

exclusive. We exclude the claim of merit, not the Word or the          

 

THE BOOK OF CONCORD 

(Tappert Edition) 

 

 

APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 
 

[ARTICLE IV. JUSTIFICATION] 
 

FAITH IN CHRIST JUSTIFIES 

 
71 When we say that faith justifies, some may think this refers to the 

beginning, as though faith were the start of justification or a preparation 

for justification. Then it would be not faith, but the works that follow, 

by which we would become acceptable unto God. 72 They imagine faith 

is praised so highly because it is this kind of beginning.  For beginnings 

are very important; or, as the common saying goes, “the beginning is 

half of everything.”  Thus one can say that grammar produces the 

teachers of all the arts since it prepares for them, even though it is his 

own art that makes everyone an artist. Regarding faith we maintain not 

this, but rather that because of Christ by faith itself we are truly        

accounted righteous or acceptable before God. And “to be justified” 

means to make unrighteous men righteous or to regenerate them, as 

well as to be pronounced or accounted righteous. For Scripture speaks 

both ways. Therefore we want to show first that faith alone makes a 

righteous man out of an unrighteous one, that is, that it receives the  

forgiveness of sins. 
73 The particle “alone” offends some people, even though Paul says 

(Rom. 3:28), “We hold that a man is justified by faith apart from works 

of law,” and again (Eph. 2:8, 9), “It is the gift of God, not because of 

works, lest any man should boast,” and again (Rom. 3:24), “They are 

justified by his grace as a gift.” If they dislike the exclusive particle 

“alone,” let them remove the other exclusive terms from Paul, too, like 

“freely,” “not of works,” “it is a gift,” etc., for these terms are also   

exclusive. We exclude the claim of merit, not the Word or the          

sacraments, as our opponents slanderously claim. We said earlier that 

faith is conceived by the Word, and we give the highest praise to the 

ministry of the Word. 74 Love and good works must also follow faith. 

So they are not excluded as though they did not follow, but trust in the 

merit of love or works is excluded from justification. (¶71-74) 


