
December 2, 2012 
1st Sunday in Advent, Happy New Year! 

 
 

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We   believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 

God has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that 
this hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 

 
The works of the LORD are great, studied by all who have pleasure in them  

(Psalm 111:2) 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Serving in our military: Owen  Jacobson, Joshua Weisensel, Keith McDonald 
Gerald Klemp  
 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  
 

Today, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  
 10:30a: Bible Study (abbreviated) 

 Voter’s meeting 
Tuesday, 9a: Study of Lutheran Theology 
Friday, 3p: On-Campus Bible Study Mound Rm of PSC 
Sunday, 9a: Divine Service of the Word  
  10:30a-Sunday School & Bible Class 
   
Following Bible study this morning, Apostles will hold its quarterly voter’s 
meeting.  Items of discussion include the budget for 2013 and election of      
officers. 
 
“Where the Word [of God] takes possession of the heart by true faith, it makes 
the heart as firm, sure, and certain as it is itself, unmoved, stubborn, hear, in the 
face of temptation, the devil, death, and anything whatsoever, in proud confi-
dence laughing to scorn all that spells doubt and fear, ire and wrath, for it knows 
that the Word of God cannot lie.” (Quote of Luther, from F. Pieper, Christian  
Dogmatics, Vol I, 111) 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
 

What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our 
prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead 
us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving. 
 
LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....Issues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by 

LCMS Pastor Todd  Wilken.   Listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.org.  

Last Week 
Attendance: 14 

Offering: $1040.00 (11/11), $655.00 (11/18),  $737.00 (11/25)  

 

THE BOOK OF CONCORD 

(Tappert Edition) 

 

 

APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 
 

[ARTICLE IV. JUSTIFICATION] 

 

LOVE AND THE KEEPING OF THE LAW 
 

152 There is a familiar figure of speech, called synecdoche, by which we 
sometimes combine cause and effect in the same phrase. Christ says in Luke 
7:47, “Her sins, which are many, are forgiven, because she loved much.” But 
he interprets his own words when he adds: “Your faith has saved you” (v. 50). 
Now Christ did not want to say that by her works of love the woman had   
merited the forgiveness of sins. 153 Therefore he clearly says, “Your faith has 
saved you.” But faith is that which grasps God’s free mercy because of God’s 
Word. If anybody denies that this is faith, he utterly misunderstands the nature 
of faith. 154 And the account here shows what he calls “love.” The woman 
came, believing that she should seek the forgiveness of sins from Christ. This 
is the highest way of worshiping Christ. Nothing greater could she ascribe to 
him. By looking for the forgiveness of sins from him, she truly acknowledged 
him as the Messiah. Truly to believe means to think of Christ in this way, and 
in this way to worship and take hold of him. Moreover, Christ used the word 
“love” not toward the woman but against the Pharisee, because Christ        
contrasted the whole act of reverence of the Pharisee with that of the woman. 
He chides the Pharisee for not acknowledging him as the Messiah, though he 
did show him the outward courtesies due a guest and a great and holy man. 
He points to the woman and praises her reverence, her anointing and crying, 
all of which were a sign and confession of faith that she was looking for the 
forgiveness of sins from Christ. It was not without reason that this truly     
powerful example moved Christ to chide the Pharisee, this wise and honest 
but unbelieving man. He charges him with irreverence and reproves him with 
the example of the woman. What a disgrace that an uneducated woman 
should believe God, while a doctor of the law does not believe or accept the 
Messiah or seek from him the forgiveness of sins and salvation! 

(¶152-154) 


