
December 16, 2012 
 

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We   believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 

God has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that 
this hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 

 

The works of the LORD are great, studied by all who have pleasure in them  

(Psalm 111:2) 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Serving in our military: Owen  Jacobson, Joshua Weisensel, Keith McDonald 
Gerald Klemp; Students taking finals; Travelers 
 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  
 

Today, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  
Monday-Friday: UW-Platteville Finals 

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion The Nativity of Our Lord (celebrated) 
  10:30a-Sunday School & Bible Class 
   
 
“One who is certain of the truth is never indifferent to doctrine, but insists     
uncompromisingly on pure doctrine, even as Scripture, both in the Old and in 
the New Testament, insistently demands that the doctrine be “pure,”              
uncontaminated by any human Ego product.” (F. Pieper, Christian  Dogmatics, 
Vol I, 118) 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 

The Fifth Petition  

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 
What does this mean? We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would 
not look at our sins, or deny our prayer because of them. We are neither worthy 
of the things for which we pray, nor have we deserved them, but we ask that He 
would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much and surely deserve 
nothing but punishment. So we too will sincerely forgive and gladly do good to 
those who sin against us. 
 
LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....Issues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public Radio and 

hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd  Wilken.   Listen to what you want when you want at 

www.issuesetc.org.  

 

LCMS NEWS…http://.reporter.lcms.org; http://witness.lcms.org  

Therefore it does not please God for its own sake, and it is not          

 

THE BOOK OF CONCORD 

(Tappert Edition) 

 

APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 
 

[ARTICLE IV. JUSTIFICATION] 
 

LOVE AND THE KEEPING OF THE LAW 
 

160 When this keeping of the law and obedience to the law is       
perfect, it is indeed righteousness; but in us it is weak and impure. 
Therefore it does not please God for its own sake, and it is not          
acceptable for its own sake. 161 From what we have said it is clear that 
justification does not mean merely the beginning of our renewal, but 
the reconciliation by which we are later accepted. Nevertheless, it is 
more clearly evident now that this incipient keeping of the law does not 
justify, because it is accepted only on account of faith. We must not 
trust that we are accounted righteous before God by our own perfection 
and keeping of the law, but only because of Christ. 

 
162 This is so because, first of all, Christ does not stop being the   

mediator after our renewal. It is an error to suppose that he merely   
merited “initial grace” and that afterward we please God and merit   
eternal life by our keeping of the law. 163 Christ remains the mediator. 
We must always be sure that for his sake we have a gracious God in 
spite of our unworthiness. Paul clearly teaches this when he says (1 
Cor. 4:4), “I am not aware of anything against me, but I am not thereby 
justified.” But he believes that he is accounted righteous by faith for 
Christ’s sake, according to the statement (Ps. 32:1; Rom. 4:7), “Blessed 
is he whose transgression is forgiven.” This forgiveness is always    
received by faith. Thus also the imputation of the righteousness of the 
Gospel is through the promise. Therefore it is always received by faith; 
we must always hold that we are accounted righteous by faith for the 

sake of Christ. (¶160-163) 

Last Week 
Offering : $527.00 
Attendance: 18 


