
January 13, 2013 

The Baptism of Our Lord 
 

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We   believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 

God has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that 
this hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 

 

The works of the LORD are great, studied by all who have pleasure in them  

(Psalm 111:2) 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

 

Serving in our military: Owen  Jacobson, Joshua Weisensel, Keith McDonald 

Gerald Klemp (in Select Care) 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  

 

Today, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion The Baptism Of Our Lord 

  10:30a-Sunday School & Bible Class The Lord’s  

Tuesday, 10:30a-Funeral Service for Aral Anderson @ Our Redeemer- 

 Dubuque (Aral was the wife of Rev. David Anderson-Rev. Anderson has  

 preached at Apostles in Pr. Reeder’s absence) 
Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  

  10:30a-Sunday School & Bible Class  

 

“Christian liberty consists in this, that Christians are freed from their own will 

and are now servants of God (Rom. 6:22).  Likewise, doctrinal liberty consists 

in this, that Christian teachers are free from human opinions and bound only by 

the Word of God.” (F. Pieper, Christian  Dogmatics, Vol I, 134) 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism: Second  
 

What benefits does Baptism give? It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from 

death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the 

words and promises of God declare. 

 

Which are these words and promises of God? Christ our Lord says in the last 

chapter of Mark: "Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever 

does not believe will be condemned" (Mark 16:16). 

 

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....Issues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public 

Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd  Wilken.   Listen to what you want 

when you want at www.issuesetc.org.  

Last Week 

Attendance: 12 

11. The Son, who does not require it for his     
person, nonetheless, allows himself to be      
baptized, revealing himself not only as example, 
but also for the sake of grace, that we might 
gladly receive baptism and be sure that by it we 
have a gracious God when we follow Christ's 
example and command, allowing ourselves to be 
baptized. 
 
12. The Father's voice resounds, "This is my    
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased." It is a 

new voice, the likes of which no one had heard from heaven before. It 
would not be surprising if heaven and earth had     trembled at the sound 
of God's speaking. I would have fallen on my face if I had heard God's 
voice. But this voice is different from the voice at Mt. Sinai where God 
also spoke from heaven. There his voice was so terrible that the earth 
quaked, the hills trembled, and the people feared for their lives. Here, 
however, it was all friendliness, grace, and compassion. 

 
13. It was as though God said, You people, turn your eyes and open your 
ears in this direction. Note carefully this man who is here baptized. Do 
you want to know who he is? He is my beloved Son, in whom I delight with 
deepest pleasure. You need not fear him. He stands here stripped, like any 
other man, brandishing neither sword nor worldly might. Nor do you have 
to be afraid of me either. I do not now come with thunder and lightning, 
with the rumble of drum and trumpet, as at Mt. Sinai, but with friendly mien 
and gracious demeanor. 
 

14. Is there any unfriendliness here at all? The Son of God, who is 
without sin and guilt, stands in the Jordan and lets himself be baptized,   
doing more than he in any way was obliged to do. The Holy Spirit comes 
in the gentle form of a dove upon Jesus, right before the eyes of John. The    
Father speaks with us in most kindly manner, mak-ing known to us that he 
does not send a prophet, an apostle, or an angel, but his own dear Son in 
whom he is well pleased. 

 
15. That meant, to my way of thinking, that when God directs us to 

look upon the Son, it is not because he is annoyed with us in some way as 
he reveals his Son to us and says, This is my beloved Son in whom I have 
highest delight. If you desire that I be a gracious Fa-ther, you may rest 
assured. Only hold fast to my Son, with whom I cannot be at enmity, and 
you will be beloved of me also because of him. So hear him and do what 
he says to you. [Luther's House Postils, Vol 1, p218-219] 


